
Standard EB (EP) - Autumn 2007 
Initial raw results: European average and main national trends 

 
 
Population: 15+ 
 
Coverage: EU27 
 
 
Profile and knowledge of EP 
 
Q1*. In your view, which of the following institutions has the greatest degree of 

decision-making power in the European Union today?  
              
 European Parliament 43% 
 European Commission 14% 
 Council of the European Union 10% 
 They all have the same power (SPONTANEOUS) 9% 
 Other (SPONTANEOUS) 1% 
 Don’t know 23% 

 
Indicators:  

 The ‘don’t knows’ make up some 30% of those questioned in Bulgaria, Romania 
and the Baltic States. 

 The proportion of ‘don’t knows’ is also high in Spain (37%), Portugal (32%) and 
the UK (32%). 

 
 
Q2*. And in your view, which of the following institutions should have the greatest 

degree of decision-making power in the European Union? 
              
 European Parliament 47% 
 European Commission 8% 
 Council of the European Union 9% 
 They should all have the same power (SPONTANEOUS) 11% 
 Other (SPONTANEOUS) 1% 
 Don’t know 24% 

 
Indicators:  

 This is the first sign that the EP has a positive image. 
 The results for Q2 confirm those for Q1. 
 The Commission’s score is little more than half that for Q1 (suggesting that its 

high media profile does it a disservice). 
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Q3. Have you recently read in a newspaper or on the Internet, heard on the radio 

or seen on television something about the European Parliament? 
              
 Yes 42% 
 No 54% 
 Don’t know 4% 

 
Indicators:  

 The split is virtually 50/50 in all countries except France (70% ‘nos’). 
 The sociodemographic patterns prompt four remarks: 

(1) Men are more likely than women to state that they have read or heard 
something about the EP. 

(2) The older a person is the more likely he or she is to say that he or she has read 
or heard something about the EP. 

(3) This trend increases with the respondent’s level of education. 
(4)  Persons who describe themselves as Europhiles are more likely to have read 

or heard something about the EP recently. 
 
 
Q4*. In general terms, do you regard yourself as very well, fairly well, fairly badly 

or very badly informed about the activities of the European Parliament? 
              
 
 

Very well informed / Fairly well informed 24% 

 
 

Fairly badly informed / Very badly informed 73% 

 Don’t know 3% 
 

Indicators:  
 There are differences between countries: 

- Persons questioned who are resident in a country which houses a seat of the 
European institutions claim to be better informed (Luxembourg: 40%, 
Belgium 28%).  

- Respondents in the following countries also claim to be ‘well informed’: 
Slovenia 41%, Ireland 37%, MT 35%, PL 31%. 

- Respondents in the following countries claim to be ‘badly informed’: UK 
81%, GR and NL 80%, FR 79%.  

 The proportion of persons claiming to be ‘very well informed’ does not exceed 
5% in any country.  

 People in the founding Member States are not necessarily the best informed (e.g. 
Italy: 23% ‘well informed’ and 73% ‘badly informed’). 
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Subjective knowledge 
 
Q5*. Using this scale, how much do you think you know about the European Parliament as 

regards…?  
             
          
Nothing at all 

    
A lot Don’t 

know      
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11      

                
1. Its role in the European Union 3.7   

   
2. The Members who make it up 3.3   

 
Indicators:  

 It is clear that information is put across more effectively in the smaller Member 
States. 

 
Objective knowledge 
 
Q6*. In your view, are the following statements true or false. 

 
  TRUE FALSE DON’T 

KNOW 
1 The Members of the European Parliament are 

elected directly by the citizens of the European 
Union 

 
48% 

 
31% 

 
21% 

2 The European Parliament was established 50 
years ago 

32% 32% 36% 

3 There can be no enlargement of the European 
Union without the prior agreement of the 
European Parliament 

 
68% 

 
8% 

 
24% 

4 The budget of the European Union is established 
jointly by the European Parliament and the 
Member States 

 
60% 

 
10% 

 
30% 

 
Indicators:  

 As regards statement 1, 50% of Netherlands respondents think it is false, as do 
46% of Swedish respondents, 44% of Czech respondents and 40% of French 
respondents. The figures for respondents who think it is true are 82% in Greece, 
76% in Malta, 69% in Cyprus and 66% in Bulgaria.  

 As regards statement 2, there is no correlation between the level of correct 
answers and the fact of being a national of a founding Member State (e.g. Italy: 
31% say it is true, 31% that it is false, and 38% don’t know).  

 As regards statements 2 and 3, there is a high proportion of ‘don’t knows’ in the 
new Member States. 

 15% of those interviewed gave four correct answers. 
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Q7*. In your view, when will the next European elections be held here in [COUNTRY]? 

(Open question: no date indicated) 
 
  
2007  2% 
2008  8% 
2009  9% 
2010  4% 
Don’t know 75% including: 
 
→ Portugal 98% 
→ UK  94% 
→ Finland 89% 
→ Lithuania 88% 
→ Latvia 87% 
→ Poland 85% 
→ Estonia 82% 
→ Bulgaria 81% 
→ Cyprus 80% 
→ Slovakia 79% 
→ Spain 78% 
→ Malta 78% 
→ Italy 74% 
→ France 74% 

→ Germany  73% 
→ Czech Republic 72% 
→ Ireland  68% 
→ Hungary  68% 
→ Austria  65% 
→ Luxembourg 61% 
→ Romania  62% 
→ Slovenia  59% 
→ Sweden  58% 
→ Belgium  57% 
→ Denmark  57% 
→ Greece  57% 
→ Netherlands 52% 
 

 
Indicators:  

 2% of the total sample gave the answer ‘June 2009’. 
 25% of those who answered ‘2009’ said ‘June 2009’. 

 
 
Q8*. And, in your view, do MEPs sit together on the basis of ...  
              
 Their nationality 44% 
 Their political allegiance 33% 
 Don’t know 23% 

 
Indicators:  

 The following are figures for respondents who think that MEPs sit together on the 
basis of their political allegiance: Slovenia 54%, Sweden 50%, BE 50%, NL 49%, 
MT 48%, DK 48%. 

 The following are figures for respondents who think that MEPs sit together on the 
basis of their nationality: EL 64%, CZ 58%, IT 52%, LV 52%, SK 52%, PL 51%.  

 The following are figures for the ‘don’t knows’: BG 54%, RO 41%, UK 39%.  
 
Q9*. In your view, how many Members represent your country in the European 

Parliament? (Open question)  
 

NB: No European average for this question, only national averages. 
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Perceived image 
 
Q10*. Thinking about the European Parliament, would you say that there is something in 

particular that you like about it? (Open question: no possible answers given) 
 

There is a fairly broad spread of answers: 
• 33% of respondents don't know; 
• 35% have nothing positive to say about the EP; 
• 5% cite its unifying role; 
• 5% cite joint decision-making; 
• 4% cite its democratic role; 
• 3% cite economic stability; 
• 2% cite the fact that each Member State has a real say; 
• 2% cite the EP's work in defending human rights. 
 
 

Q11*. Thinking about the European Parliament, would you say that there is something in 
particular that you dislike about it?  (Open question: no possible answers given) 

 
• 34% of respondents don't know; 
• 31% have nothing negative to say about the EP; 
• 5% cite its inefficiency and its bureaucratic nature; 
• 4% cite the lack of information and transparency; 
• 4% say that it costs the EU too much; 
• 3% say that it interferes too much in national affairs; 
• 3% say that the small countries' views are ignored; 
• 2% say that the EP is not sufficiently democratic; 
• 2% say that it is a weak institution.  

 
 
Q12*. For each of the following words, say whether it describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly 

or very badly the idea you have of the European Parliament. 
  
  Very well Fairly well Fairly 

badly 
Very badly Don't know 

1 Dynamic 45% 35% 10% 
2 Democratic 69% 16% 15% 
3 Listens to European 

citizens 
42% 41% 17% 

4 Misunderstood 55% 
47% of the persons who 

claim to be 'well informed' 
think that the EP is 

misunderstood (cf. Q4) 

33% 12% 

5 Ineffective 32% 43% 25% 
6 Technocratic 38% 23% 39% 
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Q13*. In general, would you say that the image of the European Parliament is very positive, 

fairly positive, neutral, fairly negative or very negative? 
                
 Very positive/Fairly positive 
 Neutral 
 Fairly negative/Very negative 
 Don't know 

39% 
41% 
15% 
5% 

 
Indicators:  

 The EP's image is most positive in the following countries: Romania 63%, Slovenia 62%, 
Ireland 57%, Lithuania 56%, Bulgaria 55%. 

 The EP's image is most negative in the following countries: UK 35%, Austria 31%, Sweden 
24%, Finland 23%, Netherlands 19%. 

 
Role of the EP 
 
Q14. In your view, what sort of role does the European Parliament play in the life of the 

European Union? 
                
 Very important/Important 75%   
 Fairly unimportant/Completely unimportant 13%   
 Don't know 12%   

 
Indicators: 

 The EP's role is seen as most important in the following countries: Slovenia 88%, Greece 
87%, Cyprus 86%, Malta 84%, Slovakia 84%. 

 The EP's role is seen as least important (or unimportant) in the following countries: Austria 
23%, UK 18%, Denmark 19%, Finland 16% and Germany 16%. 

 
 
Q15. Would you yourself like to see the European Parliament play a more important or less 

important role than it does at present?  
              
 More important 48% 
 Less important 12% 
 The same  (SPONTANEOUS) 22% 
 Don't know 18% 

 
 
Q16*. Would you say that over the last 10 years the European Parliament's role in the 

European Union has 
                
 Been strengthened 45% 
 Been weakened 8% 
 Remained the same 26% 
 Don't know 21% 

 
Indicators: 

 The proportion of 'don't knows' is high in the new Member States.  
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Q17*. Would you say that decisions in the European Parliament are primarily taken 
                
 - On the basis of the interests of the Member States from which MEPs come 41% 
 - On the basis of MEPs' political allegiances 25% 

 
- National interests and political allegiances have an equal bearing on decisions 
(SPONTANEOUS) 15% 

 - Don't know 19% 
 
 
Q18*. In your view, in each of the following areas did the European Parliament play a decisive, an 

important but not decisive, a not very important or a completely unimportant role? 
  
  Decisive Important but 

not decisive 
Not very 
important 

Completely 
unimportant 

Don't know 

1 Reduction in the cost of 
calls made and received 
abroad from a mobile 
phone 

 
55% 

 
Decisive: 24% 
Important but not 
decisive: 31% 

 
22% 

 
23% 

2 Drawing up a black list 
of airlines regarded as 
unsafe and banned 
from flying anywhere 
in the European Union 

 
65% 

 
Decisive: 33% 
Important but not 
decisive: 32 % 

 
12% 

 
23% 

3 Strengthening checks 
on chemicals regarded 
as dangerous to human 
health 

 
70% 

 
Decisive: 38% 
Important but not 
decisive: 32 % 

 
10% 

 
20% 

4 Banning of six 
carcinogenic 
substances in toys and 
childcare articles 

 
72% 

 
Decisive: 43% 
Important but not 
decisive: 29% 

 
8% 

 
20% 

5 Introduction of quality 
criteria for bathing 
waters 

 
58% 

 
Decisive: 26% 
Important but not 
decisive: 32% 
 

 
18% 

 
24% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8/8  

 
Q19*. The European Parliament advocates certain policies at European Union level.  

Among the following policies, which do you think should have priority?  (respondents 
can give several answers) 

  

 
- The fight against terrorism using measures consistent with individual 

freedoms 44% 
 - Effective measures to combat climate change 40% 
 - More stringent consumer and public health protection 39% 
 - A common energy policy 31% 
 - A common foreign policy 29% 
 - A common defence policy 28% 
 - Environmentally-friendly agriculture 26% 
 - A common immigration policy 25% 
 - Coordination of economic, budgetary and fiscal policies 23% 
 - Scientific research and development (R&D)  20% 
 - Efforts to establish a European social model 12% 
 - Don't know 5% 

 
NB: The percentages do not add up to 100% because respondents could give several answers  
 
 
 
Q20*. Among the following values, which in your view should the European Parliament 

defend as a matter of priority?  (up to three answers possible) 
  
 - Protection of human rights in the world 58% 
 - Equality between men and women 41% 
 - Solidarity among European Union Member States 36% 
 - Solidarity between the European Union and the world's poorest countries 32% 
 - Dialogue between cultures and religions 28% 
 - Protection of minorities 27% 
 - Abolition of the death penalty throughout the world 17% 
 - Don't know 4% 
 - None of the above (SPONTANEOUS) 1% 

 
NB: The percentages do not add up to 100% because respondents could give up to three answers.  
 

  


