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I.  TERMINOLOGY QUESTION  
 

The split-ballot1 technique made it possible to show that the terms "climate change" 
and "global warming" are seen by the respondents as synonyms and can be used 
interchangeably. 

 
 

II.  PERCEPTION OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

1. Identification of climate change as a serious problem 
 
In your opinion, which of the following do you consider to be the most serious problem 
currently facing the world as a whole? [Firstly? Any others?] (Q1) 

 
Problems for the world EU27 

Poverty, lack of food and drinking water 68% 
Climate change 62% 
International terrorism 53% 
Armed conflicts 38% 
A major global economic downturn 24% 
The spread of an infectious disease 23% 
The proliferation of nuclear weapons 23% 
The increasing world population 19% 
Don’t know 3% 

 

                                                 
1 Two questions were put to the first half of the sample using the term ‘global warming’, and the same questions 
were put to the second half using the term ‘climate change’. There was no observable difference between the 
results of these two questions. 
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�  Variations between Member States: 
 

� Climate change is perceived as a serious problem in the great majority of EU 
countries. It is regarded most seriously in Cyprus (92%), Greece (90%) and Slovenia 
(80%). 

 
� Countries in which climate change is least perceived as a serious problem: Italy  

(47%), Portugal (47%) and the Czech Republic (45%). 
 

� Socio-demographic criteria: 
 
� Young people aged between 15 and 24 (67%), students (69%) and respondents who 

had been in education up to the age of 20 or longer (67%) are more likely to consider 
that climate change is a serious problem for the world. 

 
� 64% of men and 60% of women share that opinion. 

 
 

2. Level of seriousness perceived 
 

And how serious a problem you think climate change is at this moment? Please use a 
scale from 1 to 10; 1 would mean that it is not a serious problem at all and 10 would 
mean that it is extremely serious. (Q2). 

 
Level of seriousness EU27 

Very serious (7-10) 75% 
Moderately serious (5-6) 15% 
Not serious (1-4) 7% 
Don't know 3% 

 
� Variations between Member States: 
 

� Climate change is most perceived as a very serious problem in most Member States  : 
- the most: in Cyprus (96%), Greece (95%) and Slovenia (89%). 
- the least: in UK  (59%), Estonia (63%) and the Netherlands (62%). 

 
 
 
� Except for Italy (74%), Mediterranean countries are all above the European 

average: Cyprus (96%), Greece (95%), Malta (88%), France (84%) and Spain (83%). 
 
� Respondents not giving an opinion are most numerous in Romania (12%) and 

Bulgaria (11%). 
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III.  INFORMATION 
 

Personally, do you think that you are well informed or not about……? (Q3) 
 

EU27  

Very well Fairly 
well 

Not very well Not at all 

The different causes of climate 
change 

9% 47% 32% 9% 

The different consequences of 
climate change 

9% 47% 32% 9% 

Ways in which we can fight 
climate change 

8% 44% 35% 10% 

 
 
� Variations between Member States: 
 

� The citizens stating that they are best informed on each of these three topics come 
from northern European countries (Sweden, Finland, Denmark and the 
Netherlands)2. 

 
� The citizens stating that they are least well informed come from Portugal, the Czech 

Republic, Lithuania , Bulgaria and Romania3. 
 
� In general, respondents say that they are less well informed on ways to combat 

climate change than on its causes and consequences. 
 
� Socio-demographic criteria: 
 

� Those who say that they are best informed on the causes, consequences and ways of 
fighting climate change are primarily men, students, and respondents who have been 
in education the longest (13% on average).  

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 From 71 to 88% depending on the three variables.  
3 Between 58% and 69% of the ‘not well informed’ for the three variables. 
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IV.  COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

1. Ways of combating climate change 
 

For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you totally agree, tend 
to agree, tend to disagree or totally disagree. (Q5) 

 
EU27  

Agree Disagree Don't 
know 

Alternative fuels such as biofuels should be 
used to reduce greenhouse gas emissions4 
 
NB Questioning took place between 25 March 
and 4 May 2008, i.e. before serious food 
shortages occurred in certain countries in the 
South. 

70% 18% 12% 

You personally have taken actions aimed at 
helping to fight climate change 

61% 31% 8% 

Fighting climate change can gave a positive 
impact on the European economy 

56% 24% 20% 

Climate change is an unstoppable process, we 
cannot do anything about it 

31% 60% 9% 

Emission of CO2 (Carbon dioxide) has only a 
marginal impact on climate change  

30% 55% 15% 

The seriousness of climate change has been 
exaggerated 

26% 65% 9% 

 
� Variations between Member States: 
 

� Respondents stating that they have personally taken most measures to combat climate 
change are 87% in Sweden, 79% in Slovenia and 78% in Luxembourg. 

 
� They are the least numerous in Bulgaria (17%), Lithuania (26%) and Latvia  (29%). 

 
� Socio-demographic criteria: 
 

� In every age group, an absolute majority of respondents stated that they had 
personally taken action to combat climate change.  
- 15-24   52% 
- 25-39   62% 
-  40-54   65% 
-  55 +  59% 

                                                 
4 Translator’s note: the wording of this question is not necessarily exactly as put to the respondents, as it was 
not in the English version of the draft questionnaire. 
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� The higher their level of education, the more respondents stated they had taken such 

action (the maximum was 71% for interviewees who had continued in education after 
the age of 19). 

 
� There is a balance between men (60%) and women (61%). 

 
 
 

2. Responsibility of the various actors 
 

In your opinion, are each of the following currently doing too much, doing about the 
right amount, or not doing enough to fight climate change? (Q4) 

 
EU27  

Doing too 
much 

Doing 
enough 

Not doing 
enough 

Don't know 

The European Union  3% 25% 58% 14% 
The national 
government 

4% 24% 64% 8% 

Citizens themselves 2% 23% 67% 8% 
Corporations and 
industry 

2% 14% 76% 8% 

 
� Variations between Member States: 
 

� With regard to EU action, the number of don't knows is very high in Bulgaria (38%) 
and Ireland  (25%), also in Romania (23%), the United Kingdom (22%) and Spain 
(19%). 

 
� The number of respondents saying that the EU ‘is doing enough’ is particularly high 

in the countries which joined in 2004: Cyprus (43%), Malta  and Slovakia (39%), 
Estonia (37%), and Czech Republic (36%). The same is true for Germany (37%). 

 
� Only in Malta  do the answers stating that ‘the EU is doing enough’ (39%) come up to 

a comparable level to the 41% of ‘not doing enough’ answers.  
 
� Socio-demographic criteria: 
 

� Those who think the EU is doing enough are primarily men (29%), those aged 15-24 
(30%) and students (32%). 

 
� The number of don't knows is high among women (18%), respondents aged over 55 

(19%) and those who completed their schooling aged 15 or under (22%). 
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3. Contribution of citizens 
 
Among the 61% of respondents who said they had personally taken action to fight 
climate change, the following action was taken.   
 
(a)  Nature of action taken: 
 
Which of the following actions aimed at fighting climate change have you personally 
taken? Several answers possible (Q6)  

 
Action EU27 

You are separating most of your waste for recycling 76% 
You are reducing your consumption of energy at home 64% 
You are reducing your consumption of water at home 55% 
You are reducing your consumption of disposable items 40% 
You have chosen an environmentally friendly way of transportation 28% 
You buy seasonal and local products to avoid products that come from 
far away 27% 
You are reducing the use of your car 25% 
You have purchased a car that consumes less fuel, or is more 
environmentally friendly  18% 
Where possible you avoid taking short-haul flights 12% 
You have switched to an energy supplier or tariff supplying a greater 
share of energy from renewable sources than your previous one 8% 
You have installed equipment in your home that generates renewable 
energy 5% 
Don't know 1% 

 Base: 61% of the total sample 
 

� These measures are essentially economic: they are simple, cost nothing and allow 
savings to be made. 

 
 

(b) Budget for this action: 
 

Personally, how much would you be prepared to pay more for energy produced from 
sources that emit less greenhouse gases in order to fight climate change? On average, 
how much, in percent, would you be ready to pay more? (Q9) 

 
Budget EU27 

1-5% 18% 
6-10% 14% 
11-30% 10% 
more than 31% 2% 
No 30% 
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Don't know 26% 
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� Variations between Member States amongst the 61%: 
 

� The number of don't knows is high in Italy  (43%), Ireland  and Portugal (42%), and 
also Bulgaria (40%). 

 
� More than seven out of ten citizens in Denmark and Greece say that they are 

prepared to pay more for green energy. 
 
� This figure is only three out of ten in Portugal, Malta, Bulgaria and Romania. 
 
� Only 30% of respondents are not prepared to pay more, despite the rise in energy 

prices. 
 
 

(c) Reasons for this action: 
 

There are many reasons why people take actions aimed at fighting climate change. 
Please tell me which of the following apply to you. Several answers possible (Q8) 
 

Raisons EU27 
You think that if everybody changed their behaviour, it would 
have a real impact on climate change 

63% 

You think that it is your duty as a citizen to protect the 
environment 

61% 

You are very concerned about the world that you will leave for 
the young and future generations 

52% 

You think that taking these actions would save you money 25% 
You have been directly exposed to the consequences of climate 
change 

8% 

Don't know 1% 
 Base: 61% of the total sample 

 
� Variations between Member States amongst the 61%: 

 
� 47% of Slovaks, 45% of Belgians, 37% of Romanians and 34% of Danes think that 

action to fight climate change can save money. 
 
� As against 14% in Latvia  and 15% in Greece and Lithuania . 
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(d) Reasons not to take action:  
 
Question put to the 31% of respondents who said they had not taken any action to 
combat climate change. 
 
There are many reasons that stop people from taking actions aimed at fighting climate 
change. Please tell me which of the following apply to you. Several answers possible 
(Q9)  
 

Reasons EU27 
You think it is companies and industries that have to change 
their behaviour, not citizens 

42% 

You would like to take action but do not know what you could 
do to fight climate change 

34% 

You think changing your behaviour will not  have a real impact 
on climate change 

26% 

You think that it would be too expensive to take actions that 
fight climate change 

15% 

You are not concerned about climate change 9% 
Don't know 7% 

 Base: 31% of the whole sample 
 
� Variations between Member States amongst the 31%: 
 

� 54% of Greeks, 50% of Romanians and 48% of Slovaks would like to take action 
but do not know what to do to fight climate change.  

 
� The corresponding figures are only 21% in Hungary, 22% in Belgium and 23% in 

the Netherlands. 
 
 


