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INTRODUCTION 
 

This Special Eurobarometer covering the “2009 European elections” was carried 

out between 6 October and 6 November 2008 by way of face-to-face interviews 

(the questionnaire was conducted by an interviewer in the respondent’s home). 

This survey covers the 27 Member States of the European Union. It is part of the 

EB70.1 wave which includes the Standard Eurobarometer, from which the 

questions concerning trust in the European institutions are used here. 

 

As a preliminary observation concerning this analysis, it is important to 

emphasise that the economic and financial crisis, which has affected the 

world since autumn 20081, has had a significant impact on this 

Eurobarometer wave2. Indeed it is seen as the most serious crisis since the 

Second World War: the European Commission expects in particular the growth 

rate to fall by 1.8% and 3.5 million jobs to be lost in the European Union in 2009. 

The unemployment rate is expected to rise from 7% in 2008 to 8.7% in 2009 and 

9.5% in 20103. The scale of the economic crisis and its dramatic social 

consequences has contributed to the doubt and pessimism which mark European 

public opinion. The influence of the economic crisis on public opinion - the first 

warning signs of which were felt in the previous wave (EB69) - has a considerable 

impact on the main Eurobarometer 70 indicators.  

 

It seems therefore important to consider to what extent this pervading gloom will 

have an impact on the answers of Europeans regarding the European Parliament 

and the European elections. With eight months to go to the elections4, it is valid 

to wonder what role this gloomy economic context will play in the mobilisation of 

voters and the way in which they eventually vote. 

 

This survey includes “trend questions”, that is to say questions already asked in 

the past and where the trend of answers can be analysed. They are accompanied 

by new questions. Two types of questions can be distinguished in the “trend“part. 

First of all, we again asked Europeans questions relating to the European 

elections which will be held in June 20095. We then asked them questions to 

                                          
1 The collapse of Lehman Brother, on 15 October 2008 
2 See the first results of the Standard Eurobarometer 70, autumn 2008 
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb/eb70/eb70_first_fr.pdf 
3 European Commission, press review, 19/01/2009 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/67&format=HTML&aged=0&languag
e=FR&guiLanguage=en 
4 The European elections will be held between 4 and 7 June 2009 
5 http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_299_fr.pdf 



Special EUROBAROMETER 303  The 2009 European elections 

 
 - 3 - 

assess whether they are well or ill-informed about the European Parliament and 

to evaluate the institution’s image and role6. Finally, we asked a large number of 

new questions linked to the building of Europe, European identity and citizenship 

and the priorities defended by the European Parliament   

 

The European Parliament, whose powers and competences have been constantly 

enlarged since it was set up in the 1950s, now plays a key role in the political 

architecture of the European Union. As the only institution whose members are 

directly elected by European citizens in the twenty-seven Member States, it has a 

special role in the European institutional landscape. 

 

It is appropriate therefore to wonder whether the 2009 European elections will 

provide answers to the doubts expressed by Europeans about their personal 

situation and about the European Union, in particular in the current economic 

context. 

 

***** 

 

This Eurobarometer was commissioned by the Directorate-General 

Communication of the European Commission on behalf of the European 

Parliament. It was carried out by TNS Opinion & Social. The methodology used is 

that of the Standard Eurobarometer surveys of the Directorate-General 

Communication (“Research and Political Analysis” unit). A technical note 

concerning the interviews conducted by the institutes of the TNS Opinion & Social 

network is attached to this report. It specifies the interview method used and the 

confidence intervals. 

 

In our analysis of the results of this survey, we shall focus on three main areas: 

 

1. First of all, Europeans and the European elections. 

 

2. Then, the European Union and its citizens: identity, citizenship and 

expectations. 

 

3. Finally, Europeans and the European Parliament: information, image 

and role. 

                                          
6 http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_288_fr.pdf 
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The general analysis and the socio-demographic analysis are based on the EU27 

results, that is to say the average of the results of the twenty-seven Member 

States. This average is weighted according to the actual population of each 

Member State.  

 

We shall also add a brief comment on the way in which the answers vary 

according to certain socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents 

(gender, age, etc.), as well as according to certain other indicators, such as their 

attitude towards the European Union and their political leanings.  

 

The Eurobarometer web site can be accessed at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/index_fr.htm 

 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the respondents across the continent 

who gave their time to this survey. 

Without their active participation, this survey would not have been possible.. 
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Note 
 
 
 
This Special Eurobarometer was carried out between 6 October and 6 November 

2008 and is part of the Eurobarometer 70.1 wave.  

 

In this report, the countries are referred to by their official abbreviation.  

 
ABREVIATIONS 

  
EU27 European Union - 27 Member States 
DK Don’t know 
  
BE Belgium 
CZ Czech Republic 
BG Bulgaria 
DK Denmark  
DE Germany 
EE Estonia  
EL Greece 
ES Spain 
FR France 
IE Ireland 
IT Italy 
CY Republic of Cyprus 
LT Lithuania 
LV Latvia 
LU Luxembourg  
HU Hungary 
MT Malta 
NL The Netherlands 
AT Austria 
PL Poland 
PT Portugal  
RO Romania 
SI Slovenia 
SK Slovakia 
FI Finland 
SE Sweden 
UK  The United Kingdom 
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1. THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 

The European elections are an important, even crucial date in the life of the 

European Union. They represent one of the rare occasion when citizens are 

directly involved in the life of the European Union. In this first part we shall 

examine the questions relating to this aspect.  

1.1 The campaign themes 

 

In a context of economic crisis, Europeans consider that the electoral 

campaign for the 2009 elections should concentrate on economic growth, 

unemployment and inflation7. As at the time of the previous wave, we note 

the following order of priorities: first of all economic themes, then global and 

security related themes and finally themes directly related to the 

European Union. However, economic themes have progressed to the detriment 

of global and security related themes which were mentioned less frequently this 

time. 

 

QD6T Themes for the next european elections

5%

1%

12%

12%

12%

15%

17%

17%

35%

32%

33%

32%

37%

41%

47%

45%

6%

1%

13%

13%

13%

17%

17%

17%

28%

29%

29%

33%

33%

47%

49%

51%

DK

Other (SPONTANEOUS)

The powers and competences of the European institutions

European values and identity

The preservation of the European social model

The single currency, the Euro

Agriculture

The role of EU in the international scene

Terrorism

Immigration

The fight against climate change

Crime

The future of pensions

Inflation and purchasing power

Unemployment

Economic growth

EB69 Sp. 2008 EB70 Aut. 2008

 

                                          
7 QD6 For you, among the following themes, which are the ones that the electoral campaign for the 
next European elections should concentrate on? Firstly? Which other? 
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Three economic themes top the list of priorities of Europeans, and of these 

economic growth is now the most frequently mentioned: more than half of 

Europeans (51%, + 6 percentage points) want to see the electoral campaign give 

priority to this issue. It is followed by unemployment (49%, + 2 percentage 

points) and purchasing power (47%, + 6 percentage points). 

 

Furthermore, global and security related themes have lost ground since 

the previous wave: this applies to crime (33%, - 4 percentage points), the fight 

against climate change (29%, - 4 percentage points), immigration (29%, - 3 

percentage points) and terrorism (28%, - 7 percentage points). The scores for 

the other themes are stable. It should be noted that the future of pensions has 

risen by one percentage point and is now on an equal footing with crime in the 

priorities of European citizens (33%). This result seems to confirm the state of 

European opinion which is strongly marked by the financial and economic crisis 

and, as a result, has doubts about the future. 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

♦ Economic growth was mentioned by almost eight out of ten 

respondents in Greece (79%), and by more than seven out of ten 

respondents in Cyprus (76%) and Hungary (71%). At the other end of 

the scale, Denmark is the only country in the European Union where 

fewer than four out of ten respondents (38%) mentioned this issue. A 

relatively small proportion of respondents in Finland and the United 

Kingdom also declared that they would like economic growth to be at the 

heart of the campaign for the European elections (40% in both cases). 

Note, however, that economic growth was nevertheless the most 

frequently mentioned theme in the United Kingdom. 

 

Despite these differences, it is clear that, for Europeans as a whole, the theme of 

economic growth will be essential for the next campaign.  

 

Economic growth topped the list in thirteen European Union countries: Cyprus 

(76%), Hungary (71%), Lithuania (68%), Slovakia (66%), Romania (64%), 

Latvia (63%), Bulgaria (62%), Estonia (61%), the Netherlands (55%), Italy 

(50%), the Czech Republic and Poland (49%), and finally the United Kingdom 

(40%). It is worth emphasising that, apart from Malta and Slovenia, all the 

countries which have joined the European Union since 2004 mentioned economic 

growth as the theme on which they want the spring 2009 electoral campaign to 

concentrate. 

 

♦ Inflation was the first theme mentioned in six other countries, all 

members of the Euro zone: France and Austria (70%), Belgium (63%), 

Germany (62%), Slovenia (60%) and Luxembourg (57%). In total, 56% 

of respondents in the euro zone mentioned this theme compared with 

only 32% of those in the countries which have not adopted the single 

currency. In both cases, the purchasing power theme has gained ground 

(+ 7 percentage points for the euro zone, + 4 percentage points for non 

euro zone countries) but the difference between the two zones has 

increased. In October 2008, the inflation rate of the euro zone was 

however below that of the European Union as a whole: 3.2% versus 3.7% 

in the European Union8. 

                                          
8Eurostat,http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/PGP_PRD_CAT_PREREL/PGE_CAT_P
REREL_YEAR_2008/PGE_CAT_PREREL_YEAR_2008_MONTH_11/2-14112008-FR-BP.PDF 
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♦ Unemployment was the most frequently mentioned theme on 

which the elections should focus in four countries: Greece (87%), 

Ireland (73%), Portugal (62%) and Spain (60%). These results confirm 

those recorded in Eurobarometer 709 regarding national concerns in these 

countries.  

 

♦ The climate change theme is favoured by the Nordic countries, which 

differ from the other European countries in their support for this theme: 

Sweden (65%), Denmark (59%) and Finland (52%) compared with 29% 

for the European Union as a whole. 

 

♦ Finally, immigration is seen as having priority in Malta where 67% of 

respondents put it at the top of their list of themes for the electoral 

campaign of 2009.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
9 EB70 first results, December 2008, 
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb/eb70/eb70_first_fr.pdf 
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QD6T Themes for the next European elections 

  

  
Economic 
growth 

Unemployment 
Inflation and 
purchasing 

power 
 EU27 51% 49% 47% 
  Sex       

Male 53% 48% 48% 

 
Female 48% 49% 47% 

  Age       
15-24 46% 51% 45% 
25-39 56% 50% 49% 
40-54 53% 50% 50% 

 55 + 47% 46% 45% 
  Left-Right scale       

(1-4)  Left 50% 50% 50% 
(5-6)  Centre 52% 50% 50% 

 (7-10) Right 55% 44% 46% 
  Respondent occupation scale     

Self-employed 59% 42% 48% 
Managers 55% 40% 46% 
Other white collars 58% 48% 49% 
Manual workers 51% 54% 52% 
House persons 45% 52% 44% 
Unemployed 49% 64% 44% 
Retired 47% 46% 45% 

 Students 48% 48% 44% 
  Membership EU       

A good thing 56% 48% 48% 
A bad thing 40% 48% 43% 

 Neither good nor bad 49% 52% 49% 
 

 

An analysis of the results obtained for these questions in the different 

categories of the population also reveals significant differences. 
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Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: more than half of men (53%) want to see 

economic growth dominate the electoral debate compared with 48% 

of women. Unemployment and inflation were mentioned in similar 

proportions by the two categories. 

 

♦ By age categories: economic growth was the most frequently 

mentioned theme in all age groups, except for respondents 

aged under 25, who put unemployment (51%) at the top of 

their priorities, ahead of economic growth (46%) and purchasing 

power (45%). These results can be explained by the high level of 

unemployment among those aged under 25 in the European Union. 

In November 200810, the unemployment rate for this category was 

16.4% versus a European Union average of 7.2%.  

 

♦ By socio-professional categories: a majority of self-employed 

people (59%, + 4 percentage points), employees (58%, + 9 

percentage points) and managers (55%, + 6 percentage points) 

mentioned economic growth compared with 45% of people looking 

after the home (+ 6 percentage points), 47% of retired people (+ 6 

percentage points) and 48% of students (+ 5 percentage points). On 

the other hand, 64% of unemployed people (+ 2 percentage points) 

and 54% of manual workers (+ 2 percentage points) referred to 

unemployment compared to 40% of managers (+ 2 percentage 

points) and 42% of the self-employed (- 1 percentage point). It is 

interesting to note that manual workers are the only occupational 

category where the three themes linked to the economy were 

mentioned by more than half of the respondents. Some 54% 

mentioned unemployment, 52% inflation and 51% economic growth. 

These results emphasise the current difficulties felt by this category 

of the population which seems to be the most affected by the current 

economic crisis, no doubt because it makes their employment 

situation more precarious.  

 

                                          
10http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/PGP_PRD_CAT_PREREL/PGE_CAT_PREREL_Y
EAR_2009/PGE_CAT_PREREL_YEAR_2009_MONTH_01/3-08012009-FR-AP.PDF 
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♦ In terms of the left/right scale: respondents on the right of the 

political spectrum are more likely than those on the left to favour 

economic growth as a campaign theme (55% versus 50%). However, 

the opposite is true of unemployment: 50% of respondents on the 

left of the political spectrum want the electoral campaign to 

concentrate on this theme compared with 44% of those on the right. 

Nevertheless, there is a major difference with spring 2008: now – 

and this is certainly due to the marked deterioration in the economic 

situation – European citizens on the left put unemployment (50%, + 

1 percentage point) and economic growth (50%, + 7 percentage 

points) on an equal footing. 

 

Campaign themes and the feeling of belonging to the EU 

 

When the answers regarding campaign themes (QD6T) are cross-tabulated with 

the feeling of belonging to the EU, the results are interesting. Some 56% of the 

respondents who declared that membership of the European Union is a good 

thing mentioned economic growth compared with only 40% of those who think 

that membership is a bad thing, i.e. a difference of 16 percentage points. 

Unemployment was mentioned by a similar proportion of respondents in both 

categories (48%). These results can be explained by two reasons. First of all, the 

respondents who tend to be “Eurosceptics” often have a more fragile sociological 

profile and are therefore more likely to mention a theme that affects them first 

and foremost, i.e. unemployment. In addition, these citizens perhaps consider 

that economic growth is more of a national issue than a European issue. They are 

therefore les likely to want this issue to be debated as part of the campaign for 

the next European elections. 

 

All in all, it is clear that the economic and financial crisis has had a significant 

impact on the opinions of respondents regarding the campaign themes for the 

2009 European elections: economic themes, already preponderant at the time of 

the previous wave, have gained ground to the detriment of global and security 

related themes. 

 

Candidates standing in the European elections will therefore have to be 

convincing on these subjects which affect all countries and all categories of the 

European population and show how the European Union, and in particular the 

European Parliament, will be able to offer a solution to their concerns. 
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1.2 Knowledge of the date and interest in the European elections 

 

We shall now try to measure European citizens’ awareness of these elections with 

less than a year until the vote, by examining the following two elements: 

knowledge of the date of the elections and the interest of respondents in the 

elections. 

 

1.2.1 The date of the next elections 
 

In autumn 2008, just over six months before the European elections, 26% of 

European citizens knew that the elections were to be held in 2009 

compared with 16% at the time of the previous wave11. Although there has 

been an improvement of 10 percentage points in knowledge of the year of the 

next European elections, it should also be noted that almost three out of four 

respondents still did not know that the elections were due to be held in a few 

months’ time. 

 

 

 

 

 

More than two-thirds of respondents (67%, - 8 percentage points) were unable to 

answer the question and 7% gave another year (- 2 percentage points).  

 

                                          
11 QD3 In your opinion, when will the next European elections be held, here in (OUR COUNTRY)? 
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Despite a significant improvement, these results confirm a low level of 

awareness among Europeans about this event which receives little media 

coverage. 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

 

 

An absolute majority of respondents in Luxembourg (56%) and Malta (55%) 

know that the elections will be held in 2009. That is also the case of almost half 

of Belgians (47%), Greeks (47%), Estonians (45%) and Slovaks (45%).  

 

On the other hand, fewer than 15% of respondents know the date of this event in 

Spain (14%), the United Kingdom (14%), Lithuania (12%) and Finland (9%). 

 

This ranking remains the same for the exact date: 36% of respondents in 

Luxembourg, 33% in Malta, 27% in Belgium and 19% in Greece gave the right 

answer, i.e. June 2009. 

 

Note that the proportion of respondents who are aware of the date has improved 

in all European Union countries, except for Lithuania where it remains stable. 
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QD3 In your opinion, when will the next European elections 
be held, here in (OUR COUNTRY)? 

  
  2009 Others DK 

 EU27 26% 7% 67% 
  Sex       

Male 31% 7% 62% 
 Female    22%     6% 72% 

  Age       
15-24 21% 7% 72% 
25-39 25% 8% 67% 
40-54 29% 7% 64% 

 55 + 27% 6% 67% 
  Education (End of)       

15- 19% 5% 76% 
16-19 26% 6% 68% 
20+ 34% 9% 57% 

 Still studying 24% 7% 69% 
  Respondent occupation scale   

Self- employed 34% 6% 60% 
Managers 38% 8% 54% 
Other white collars 30% 9% 61% 
Manual workers 22% 8% 70% 
House persons 17% 3% 80% 
Unemployed 18% 6% 76% 
Retired 26% 6% 68% 

 Students 24% 7% 69% 
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Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: men are more likely than women to know 

the year of the European elections: 31% versus 22% of women. 

 

♦ By age categories: respondents aged between 40 and 54 seem to 

be the best informed: 29% of them know that the elections will be 

held in 2009. The youngest respondents (aged 15 to 24) are 

the least knowledgeable: only 21% of them could give the year 

2009.  

 

♦ By level of education: the proportion of respondents who 

know the date of the next European elections increases in line 

with their level of education. Thus, 34% of respondents having 

studied up to the age of 20 or over know that these elections will be 

held in 2009 compared with only 19% of those who left school before 

the age of 16.  

 

♦ By socio-professional category: almost three out of ten senior 

executives (38%) know the date of this event. This is now the best 

informed occupational category as regards the date of the elections, 

ahead of the self-employed (34%) and people in an employed 

position (30%). At the other end of the scale, once again we find 

people looking after the home (17%) and unemployed people (18%). 

 

The proportion of respondents familiar with the date of the European elections 

has increased in each category. 

 

In general, therefore, there has been an overall improvement as regards 

knowledge of the European elections. For the first time since the EB68 wave 

(autumn 2007), the level of ‘DK’ answers has fallen, losing 8 percentage points 

(67%). 
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1.2.2 Interest in the European elections 
 

As at the time of the last wave, we then gave the exact date of the next 

European elections to respondents and asked them whether they were interested 

in this event12. Once again, an absolute majority of European citizens declared 

that they were not interested in the European elections (54%, + 3 percentage 

points) versus 44% (- 2 percentage points) who declared that they were 

interested.  

The decline in interest crease in the elections can undoubtedly be explained by 

several factors: 

 

♦ First of all, as in spring 2008, the electoral campaign for June 

2009 has not yet started, and therefore the elections are receiving 

little media coverage. Moreover, events such as the French 

Presidency of the European Union and the American presidential 

elections have perhaps overshadowed these elections. 

 

♦ Secondly, the economic and financial crisis which monopolized 

the media in autumn 2008 was most probably uppermost in the 

minds of European citizens, thereby leaving little room for these still 

fairly distant elections. 

 

However, the fact remains that a decline in interest in the European 

elections, with less than a year to voting, is a matter for concern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
12 QD4 The next European elections will be held in June 2009. How interested or disinterested would 
say you are in these elections? 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

In seven countries, a majority – absolute or relative – of citizens are 

interested in the event. Thus, six out of ten respondents in Ireland and the 

Netherlands (60%), 57% of citizens in Malta, 53% in Romania, 52% in Greece, 

51% in Denmark and 49% in Italy are “very” or “somewhat” interested. It is 

worthwhile pointing out that in spring 2008, a majority of respondents in eleven 

Member States were interested in the event.  

In Cyprus, Luxembourg, Hungary, Slovenia, Spain, Finland and Sweden, a 

majority of citizens are now disinterested in the elections. 

 

In Latvia, eight out of ten respondents (80%) are not interested in the European 

elections as are 74% of respondents in the Czech Republic, 65% in Slovakia and 

64% in the United Kingdom. It is interesting to note that these four countries 

were also the countries that recorded the highest levels of lack of interest in 

these elections in spring 2008. 
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QD4 The next European elections will be held in June 2009. How 
interested or disinterested would you say you are in these elections? 

  

  
Total 

"interested" 
Total 

"disinterested" 
DK 

 EU27 44% 54% 2% 
  Sex       

Male 47% 51% 2% 

 
Female 39% 58% 3% 

  Age       
15-24 40% 57% 3% 
25-39 44% 54% 2% 
40-54 45% 53% 2% 

 55 + 44% 54% 2% 
  Education (End of)       

15- 33% 65% 2% 
16-19 42% 56% 2% 
20+ 57% 42% 1% 

 Still studying 43% 53% 4% 
  Trust in EU       

Tend to trust 57% 41% 2% 
 Tend not to trust 31% 67% 2% 

 

 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: men are more likely than women to be 

interested in the event: 47% of them are interested compared with 

39% of women. It is to be noted that the results recorded for men 

are the opposite of those recorded at the time of the last wave since 

a majority of them are them are now disinterested (51%). 

 

♦ By age categories: the youngest respondents (aged 15 to 24) are the 

least interested: 57% of them seem to be indifferent to the upcoming 

European elections. 

 

♦ By level of education: a majority of European citizens having 

attended higher education (57%) are interested in this event 

compared with only 33% of those who left school before the age of 

16. 
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Interest in the elections and trust in the EU 

 

When the answers to the question on interest in the elections are cross-tabulated 

with those regarding trust in the EU, 57% of the respondents who trust the 

European Union declared that they are interested in the June 2009 

elections compared with only 31% of those who do not trust it. It should be 

stressed that interest on the part of the first category has fallen by six percentage 

points since spring 2008, while the score for the second category is stable. 
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1.3 Voting probability 

 

We then asked Europeans whether they expected to vote in the June 2009 

elections. We asked them how likely they were to vote in the European elections 

on a scale of 1 to 1013. We obtained the following results: 

 

♦ More than a third of respondents (34%) answered “10” or “9”, 

that is to say they would definitely vote or were almost certain to 

vote. 

 

♦ 15% of European citizens answered “1”, that is to say they would 

definitely not vote. 

 

QD5 Can you tell me on a scale of 1 to 10 how likely it is that you would vote 
in the next Europeans elections in June 2009?

15%

4%

5%

4%

10%

6%

7%

9%

6%

28%

6%

1. Definitely would not vote

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. Would definitely vote

DK

+1

+1

+1

+1

=

=

-1

-1

   -3

+1

*Variation in percentage points compared with the last wave (EB69 Spring 2008)

 
* Difference in percentage points in comparison with the previous wave (EB69 spring 2008) 

The number of respondents who declared that they would definitely vote has 

fallen slightly since the previous wave, from 37% to 34%, i.e. down by 3 

percentage points. On the other hand, the number of European citizens who will 

definitely not vote has increased by one percentage point, from 14% to 15%. 

                                          
13 QD5 Can you tell me on a scale of 1 to 10 how likely is it that you would vote in the next European 
elections in June 2009? Please place yourself at a point on this scale where ‘1’ indicates that you 
would “definitely not vote”, ‘10’ indicates that you would “definitely vote” and the remaining numbers 
indicate something in between these two positions. 



Special EUROBAROMETER 303  The 2009 European elections 

 
 - 24 - 

 

It is important, however, to bear in mind that these results do not indicate a 

turnout rate. With more than six months to go before the European 

elections, and above all at a time when the campaign is not yet in the 

news, these results have to be seen as a trend. 

 

These results underscore the observations noted in our analysis of the level of 

interest in the European elections: the almost non-existent media coverage of the 

June 2009 elections and concerns focused on economic problems. 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

A majority of respondents in Belgium (61%), the Netherlands (59%), Denmark 

(57%), Luxembourg (56%) and France (50%) stated that they would definitively 

vote in June 2009. It must of course be borne in mind that voting is compulsory 

in Luxembourg and Belgium, which helps to explain this high rate. 

 

On the other hand, fewer than 25% of European citizens said that they would 

turn out to vote in Slovakia (23%), the United Kingdom (21%), Austria (21%), 

Poland (19%) and Portugal (14%). It may be noted that, in these countries – 

apart from Austria – rates of interest in the 2009 elections are also low.  

 

QD5 Can you tell me on a scale of 1 to 10 how likely it is that you would vote in 
the next Europeans elections in June 2009? 

  
  

1. Definitely would not 
vote 

9.10. Would definitely 
vote 

 EU27 15% 34% 
  Gender     

Male 15% 35% 

 
Female 15% 33% 

  Age     
15-24 23% 24% 
25-39 13% 31% 
40-54 12% 37% 

 55 + 14% 39% 
  Education (End of)     

15- 18% 28% 
16-19 15% 32% 
20+ 6% 48% 

 Still studying 24% 29% 
  Left-Right scale      

(1-4)  Left 11% 41% 
(5-6)  Centre  14% 33% 

 (7-10) Right 11% 38% 
  Respondent occupation scale   

Self- employed 12% 37% 
Managers 6% 49% 
Other white collars 10% 33% 
Manual workers 15% 29% 
House persons 15% 27% 
Unemployed 23% 21% 
Retired 15% 38% 

 Students 24% 29% 
  Trust EU     

Tend to trust 9% 41% 
 Tend not to trust 20% 28% 
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Socio-demographic analysis  

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: men are slightly more likely than women to 

state that they will definitely vote: 35% versus 33% of women. 

However, identical proportions of men and women said they would 

not vote (15%). 

 

♦ By age categories: age is once again a discriminating variable as 

regards the probability of voting. The oldest respondents (55 or over) 

are the most likely to state that they will definitely vote: 39% of 

them versus 24% of the 15 to 24 age category. 

 

♦ By level of education: the longer respondents studied the more likely 

they are to be certain to vote. Thus, 48% of respondents having 

studied up to the age of 20 or over stated that they would definitely 

vote compared with only 28% of those who left school before the age 

of 16, i.e. a difference of 20 percentage points. This difference can be 

explained by the fact that the citizens who stayed the longest in full-

time education are also among those who generally turn out to vote 

at elections.  

 

♦ On the left/right scale: respondents on the left of the political 

spectrum (41%) are the most likely to say that they will vote in June 

2009, followed by voters on the right (38%) and those in the centre 

(33%), who are sometimes less politically aware. 

 

♦ By socio-professional categories: an analysis of the occupation 

variable reveals the same trend as that noted in spring 2008: almost 

half of senior executives (49%) stated that they would vote 

compared with 21% of unemployed people and 27% of people 

looking after the home. 
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Voting probability and trust in the EU 

 

When the answers to the voting probability question are cross-tabulated with 

those regarding trust in the EU, this produces the following results: 41% of 

citizens who trust the EU will definitely vote, compared with 28% for citizens who 

do not trust the European Union.  

 

At present, therefore, the categories of respondents who tend to be in favour of 

the European Union are those who intend to vote in June 2009. 
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* * * 

 
Although knowledge of the date of the European elections has increased 

significantly, only a minority of Europeans are interested in these elections and 

the level of interest has even fallen slightly since the previous wave. 

 

At present, more than a third of respondents definitely intend to vote. 

Nevertheless, at present this information is only indicative since, with just over 

six months to go before voting, in a non-electoral context and at a time when the 

campaign has not yet been launched, it is not possible to determine a turnout 

rate. 

 

Europeans, strongly affected by the economic and financial crisis, nevertheless 

expect European politicians to propose economic and social solutions offering a 

way out of the economic slump.  

 

In order to encourage citizens to turn out and vote, candidates standing in the 

European elections must therefore be capable of demonstrating that their actions 

within the European Parliament will have an impact on the economic and social 

life of the European Union. 
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2. THE EUROPEAN UNION AND CITIZENS: CITIZENSHIP, 

IDENTITY AND EXPECTATIONS 

 

Having looked at the European elections of June 2009, we shall concentrate in 

this second part on the answers of Europeans regarding European citizenship and 

the European identity, the building of Europe and the political priorities of the 

European Union. The analysis of these questions, which are indicators of the state 

of European public opinion with regard to the European Union, can also throw 

additional light on the first part of this report devoted to the European elections. 

They help to provide an insight into the state of mind of European citizens with 

just over six months to go to the election of their representatives to the European 

Parliament. 

2.1 Citizenship and identity 

2.1.1 European citizenship 
 
In the run-up to the European elections, we considered that it was necessary to 

ascertain how respondents perceive the concept of “European citizenship“. We 

therefore asked respondents which elements they felt would most strengthen 

their sense of being a European citizen14. The most frequently mentioned idea 

was harmonising social welfare systems; this was mentioned by almost four out 

of ten respondents (39%). It was followed by a “community action service to 

fight European and international natural disasters” (24%) and “a President of the 

EU directly elected by Member State citizens” (20%).  

 

The other items were mentioned less frequently by respondents:  

 

♦ “Being able to vote in all elections in the Member State where you 

live” (19%), “a European civic education course” (18%), and “a 

European ID card” (18%) were mentioned by just under 20% of the 

people polled. 

 

♦ Fewer than 10% of respondents mentioned “European embassies in 

non-EU countries” (8%) and “a European Olympic team” (5%). Note 

that a very small proportion of people polled replied spontaneously 

that they did not want to be European citizens (5%). 

 

                                          
14 QD20 Which of the following elements would strengthen the most your feeling about being a 
European citizen? (MAX. 3 ANSWERS) 
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It is therefore via practical policies rather than symbols that Europeans 

embrace the idea of European citizenship. 

 

QD20 Which of the following elements would strengthen the most your feeling 
about being a European citizen? (ROTATE – MAX. 3 ANSWERS) - %EU

8%

5%

5%

8%

18%

18%

19%

20%

24%

39%

1%

10%DK

None of the above (SPONTANEOUS)

Other (SPONTANEOUS)

A European Olympic team

I do not want to be a European citizen (SPONTANEOUS)

European embassies in non EU countries 

A European ID card in addition to national ID cards 

A European civic education course for children from primary
school age 

Being able to vote in all elections organised in the Member
State where you live

A President of the EU directly elected by Member State
citizens 

A community action service to fight European and
international natural disasters 

A European social welfare system harmonised between the
Member States (health, pensions, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

There seems to be near-universal support for a harmonised social 

welfare system in the European Union Member States. This theme obtained 

the highest score in 22 Member States. 

 

Only Ireland, Malta, the Netherlands, Finland and Sweden placed another element 

at the top of the list. The most frequently mentioned element in Ireland was the 

right to vote in all elections organised in the Member State in which the citizen 

lives (35%). Finnish respondents placed the right to vote and a service to fight 

natural disasters in joint first place (28% each). Swedes put a community action 

service in first place (41%). The most frequently mentioned element in Malta was 

a European ID card (32%), while the Dutch put European civic education courses 

first (39%). 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

However, the results vary considerably between countries. For example, while 

harmonising social welfare policies was mentioned by six out of ten respondents 

or more in Hungary (65%), Slovakia (61%) and Greece (60%), this item was 

mentioned by fewer than a quarter of respondents in the United Kingdom (21%), 

Finland (22%) and Malta (24%).  

 

The results obtained in the United Kingdom are relatively paradoxical. Although 

the harmonisation of social welfare systems was the most frequently mentioned 

element in the United Kingdom, the score it obtained was the lowest recorded in 

any European Union country (21%). Moreover, 20% replied spontaneously that 

they did not want to be a European citizen. They stand out here from other 

European respondents: the European average for this spontaneous answer is 5%. 

 

Finally, almost half of the respondents in the twelve most recent European Union 

Member States (49%) mentioned the harmonisation of social welfare systems 

compared with 36% of respondents in the oldest Member States.  

 

The results recorded for a community action service also vary considerably from 

one country to another: 41% of Swedes, 37% of Dutch and Danish respondents 

mentioned this element, compared with only 10% of respondents in Latvia and 

Estonia. 

 

The political dimension is fairly strongly represented among respondents in 

France and Luxembourg (29% each), Germany (27%) and Greece and Italy (26% 

each) who believe that electing a President of the European Union would 

strengthen European citizenship. Support for this idea is far lower among 

respondents in the United Kingdom (8%), Latvia (10%) and Lithuania (11%).  
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QD20 Which of the following elements would strengthen the most your feeling about being a European citizen? 

  

  

A European social 
welfare system 

harmonised 
between the 

Member States 
(health, 

pensions, etc.)  

A community 
action service to 
fight European 

and international 
natural disasters 

A President 
of the EU 
directly 

elected by 
Member 

State 
citizens 

Being able to 
vote in all 
elections 

organised in 
the Member 

States where 
you live 

A European ID 
card in addition 
to national ID 

cards 

 EU27 39% 24% 20% 19% 18% 
  Gender           

Male 39% 24% 22% 20% 19% 

 Female 39% 24% 18% 17% 17% 
  Age            

15-24 33% 22% 21% 21% 24% 
25-39 40% 24% 20% 19% 20% 
40-54 41% 25% 20% 19% 17% 

 55 + 39% 24% 20% 16% 14% 
 

 

         



Special EUROBAROMETER 303  The 2009 European elections 

 
 - 33 - 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: men are more likely than women to think that 

a President of the European Union elected by Europeans would 

strengthen their sense of being a European citizen: 22% versus 18% 

of women. They also more frequently mentioned the right to vote in 

all elections (20% versus 17%) and an ID card (19% versus 17%). 

However, in general, gender does not create any major divisions on 

this question. 

 

♦ By age categories: the harmonisation of social welfare systems 

came first in all age categories. However, it was most frequently 

mentioned by respondents aged between 40 and 54 (41%).  

 

The right to vote in elections in the Member State in which they live 

and a European ID card were more frequently mentioned by the 

youngest respondents: 21% and 24% respectively. 
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2.1.2 European identity 
 
Having examined the concept of European citizenship, we shall now turn to the 

question of the European identity. Less personal than the question on citizenship, 

the European identity question involves a more objective assessment. 

 

The euro and democratic values seem be the two core elements of the 

European identity15. Thus, just 10 years after the euro’s launch, four out of ten 

European respondents mentioned the single currency, the “euro” as one of the 

most important elements that go to make up the European identity. Apart from 

its economic importance, the euro has also played a major unifying role. 

 

QD21 The European identity can be composed of several elements. In your opinion, 
which of the following are the most important elements that go to make up the 

European identity?  (ROTATE - MAX. 3 ANSWERS) 

40%

37%

24%

23%

22%

17%

15%

12%

7%

5%

8%

1%

The single currency, the Euro

Democratic values

History

The successes of the European economy 

Culture

Geography

The European flag

The European Union’s motto: “unity in diversity”

The European anthem

Other (SPONTANEOUS)

None (SPONTANEOUS)

DK

 

 

Some 37% of European citizens then mentioned democratic values as a key 

element of the European identity. It should be borne in mind that in order to join 

the European Union today candidates must satisfy not only the conditions for the 

adoption of the euro (in the medium term) but also a certain number of 

democratic values. Next, more than one out of five respondents mentioned 

history (24%), the success of the European economy (23%) and culture (22%).  

 

                                          
15 QD21 The European identity can be composed of several elements. In your opinion, which of the 
following are the most important elements that go to make up the European identity? (ROTATE - MAX. 
3 ANSWERS) 
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Some 17% of European citizens mentioned geography. This element is important 

since debates on enlargement often focus on this aspect: what are the frontiers of 

Europe, and, above all, where should they end?  

 

Once again, symbols seem more marginal: a flag (15%), motto (12%) and 

anthem (7%) seem less important for Europeans as components of the European 

identity. 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

♦ More than six out of ten respondents mentioned the euro in Belgium 

(66%), Finland (65%), Slovakia and the Netherlands (63% each), 

compared with only 27% of respondents in Denmark, 26% in Poland 

and 17% in the United Kingdom. It is interesting to note the high score 

recorded in Slovakia where, at the time of the survey, the country was 

on the point of joining the euro zone. It should be noted that Denmark, 

Poland and the United Kingdom have not adopted the single currency. 

 

♦ Almost half of respondents in the euro zone (46%) highlighted the 

single currency compared with 29% of European Union citizens in the 

countries which have kept their domestic currency. The latter put 

democratic values at the top of their list (32%), but to a lesser extent 

than in the euro zone, where they were mentioned by 40% of 

respondents. 
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♦ While democratic values are championed by an absolute majority 

of respondents in Sweden (61%), Denmark (60%) and Germany 

(53%), at the other end of the scale only 22% of respondents in 

Latvia and 23% in the United Kingdom gave this answer.  

 

♦ Finally, almost half of Danes (49%) mentioned history compared 

with less less than one in five respondents in Italy (17%), Lithuania 

(18%), the Czech Republic (18%), the United Kingdom (19%), Latvia 

(19%) and Belgium (19%). It is interesting to note that the countries 

which joined the European Union from 2004 (27%) are more likely 

than the oldest Member States (23%) to mention history as a value 

that goes to make up the European identity. 

 

♦ Geography, a criterion often debated in discussions on the accession 

of new European Union Member States, was mentioned by a slightly 

higher number of respondents in the most recent Member States 
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than in the oldest ones: 19% versus 17% of respondents in the 

fifteen countries which joined before 2004. 
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2.2 Europeans and the building of Europe 

 
Having analysed the concepts of European citizenship and identity, we then asked 

Europeans about the European integration process16. More than half of Europeans 

believe that this process is indispensable in order to meet global challenges and 

must be pursued.  

 

2.2.1 The building of Europe at the current time 
 

A majority of Europeans are positive about the current European integration 

process: 

 

♦ More than 7 out of 10 respondents believe that the European Union 

is indispensable to meet global challenges (73%) and that what 

unites the citizens of the European Union is more important than 

what divides them (72%). 

 

♦ However, this enthusiasm is accompanied by some caveats: a 

majority of European citizens think that the European Union has 

grown too quickly (56%) and that it is currently short of ideas 

(42%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
16 QD16.1 Can you tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statements regarding the 
building of Europe. 1. The EU has grown too rapidly; 2. What brings the citizens of the different 
countries together is more important than what separates them; 3. At the current time, the EU is 
short of ideas and projects; The EU is indispensable in meeting global challenges (climate change, 
terrorism, etc.) 
QD17 In your opinion, based on all the information in your possession, which of these two options 
corresponds the most closely to you own views? 
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QD16 Can you tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following 
statements regarding the building of Europe?  

42%

56%

72%

73%

38%

32%

17%

16%

20%

12%

11%

11%

At the current time, the
EU is short of ideas and

projects

The EU has grown too
rapidly

What brings the citizens
of the different countries

together is more
important than what

separates them 

The EU is indispensable
in meeting global

challenges (climate
change, terrorism, etc.)

Agree Disagree DK

 

 

 

Comparison between Member States 

 

♦ A majority of respondents in all twenty-seven European Union 

countries agree that the European Union is indispensable in 

order to meet global challenges. The strongest support for this 

statement (“tend to agree” + “totally agree”) is to be found in 

Cyprus, Germany (87% each) and Belgium (86%). Finland (49%) 

and Ireland (47%) are the only two countries where less than half of 

the respondents agree with this statement. The current crisis has 

demonstrated the vulnerability of economies and the 

European Union may thus be seen by European citizens as 

capable of finding a way out of the situation. 

 

♦ We note the same trend for the statement that “what brings the 

citizens of the different countries together is more important 

than what separates them”. A majority of respondents in all 

European Union countries agree with this statement. The countries 

with the highest levels of support are Slovakia (90%), Finland (87%) 

and Germany (84%).  
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♦ A majority of respondents in 24 of the 27 Member States believe that 

the European Union has grown too rapidly. Some 83% of 

respondents in Luxembourg, 73% in Cyprus and 72% in Greece 

agree with this statement. Poland (51%), Slovenia (49%) and Italy 

(45%) are the only countries where a majority of respondents 

disagree. The considerable difference between the oldest 

Member States – which joined before 2004 – where 60% of 

respondents share this view compared with 44% of 

respondents in the countries which joined the European Union 

more recently is significant. 

 

♦ Finally, European citizens are far more divided on the statement that 

“at the current time the EU is short of ideas and projects”. A 

majority of respondents in 13 Member States believe that the 

European Union has run out of ideas while respondents in the other 

14 take the opposite view. France (61%) – the country which held 

the EU Presidency at the time of the field work for this survey –, 

Greece (58%) and Austria (54%) are the most critical. On the other 

hand, 58% of Swedes, 54% of respondents in the Czech Republic 

(which was due to take over the Presidency from France on 1 

January 2009) and 52% of respondents in the Netherlands and 

Bulgaria do not think that the European Union is short of projects. 

 

 

QD16.3 Can you tell me whether you agree or disagree with the 
following statements regarding the building of Europe?  

At the current time, the EU is short of ideas and projects 

  
  

Total 
"Agree" 

Total 
"Disagree" 

DK 

 EU27 42% 38% 20% 
  Sex       

Male 44% 41% 15% 

 
Female 40% 35% 25% 

  Age       
15-24 39% 40% 21% 
25-39 43% 39% 18% 
40-54 44% 39% 17% 

 55 + 42% 33% 25% 
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Socio-demographic analysis 

 

A socio-demographic analysis does not reveal any major divisions on this 

question; there are however the following differences for the statement that “at 

the current time, the EU is short of ideas and projects”: 

 

♦ Men are more critical than women: 44% of men agree compared with 

40% of women. 

 

♦ The youngest respondents are the least likely to think that the 

European Union is short of ideas (39%). Some 44% of respondents 

aged between 40 and 54 share this view. 
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2.2.2 The future of the building of Europe 
 
 
Having examined how Europeans currently view the European integration 

process, we shall now examine how they envisage its future. More than half of 

European citizens (54%) want the building of Europe to be pursued 

compared with 19% of Europeans who think that it has gone too far. 

Some 16% declared spontaneously that they would like to see the status 

quo maintained: for them, we should neither go further in the building of 

Europe nor back-track. 11% of respondents felt unable to express an opinion on 

this question. Although fairly critical of the lack of imagination which they feel 

characterises the European Union at present, Europeans want the integration 

process to continue. 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

In the twenty-seven European Union countries, a majority of respondents want 

the building of Europe to be taken further. The strongest support for further 

European integration is to be found in Slovakia (80%), Poland (75%) and 

Slovenia (70%) – three countries which joined the EU in 2004. The corresponding 

proportion is as low as 37% in the United Kingdom, 35% in Austria and 34% in 

Ireland.  

 

Respondents in the United Kingdom (34%), Austria (30%), France and Finland 

(26% for both countries) are the most likely to think that the building of Europe 

has gone too far and that we should back track. Only 7% of Poles and Czechs, 

5% of Slovaks and 4% of Bulgarians want that. 

 

Finally, respondents in Luxembourg (31%), Ireland (29%) and Germany (28%) 

are the most likely to support the status quo in the European integration process. 

It is important to bear in mind that this answer was not suggested to 

respondents, which highlights the significance of these scores.  
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QD17 In your opinion, based on all the information in your possession, which of 
these two opinions corresponds the most closely to your own views?  

  

  
The building of 
Europe must be 

pursued 

The building of 
Europe has gone too 

far, we need to 
back-track 

We should neither go 
any further in the 

building of Europe nor 
back-track 

(SPONTANEOUS) 

 UE27 54% 19% 16% 
  Gender       

Male 57% 20% 15% 

 Female 50% 19% 18% 
  Age       

15-24 58% 15% 15% 
25-39 57% 19% 15% 
40-54 55% 19% 18% 

 55 + 48% 21% 18% 
 

 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: men are more likely than women to want the 

building of Europe to be pursued: 57% versus 50% of women. This 

result is line with the situation generally observed in the 

Eurobarometer surveys, namely that men are more “Europhile”. 

 

♦ By age category: the younger the respondents the more they want to 

press on with the building of Europe: 58% of those aged 15 to 24 

want further integration compared with 48% of those aged 55 or 

over. 

 

The results of these two questions highlight the fact that overall Europeans 

support the building of the European Union. They are nevertheless critical on two 

points: the speed of integration which they consider to be too rapid and the lack 

of political innovation. 
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2.2.3 The objectives of the building of Europe 
 

We attempted to ascertain what Europeans identified as main objectives pursued 

by the building of Europe17. In reply to this question, 23% of respondents 

declared that the main objective of the European integration process was to 

develop the EU’s economy, followed by improving the standard of living of all EU 

citizens (18%) and maintaining peace and stability (16%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
17 QD18ab In your opinion, at the current time, what is the main objective of the building of Europe? 

9%

4%

5%

7%

8%

9%

16%

18%

23%

1%

DK

Other answers (SPONTANEOUS)

To promote the development of the poorest
countries outside the EU

To promote democracy and human rights in the
world

To fight global threats (terrorism, climate
change)

To enable European citizens to benefit from the
positive effects of globalisation (development of
cultural exchanges, new export opportunities for

European businesses)

To make the EU a major diplomatic player on the
international stage

Maintain peace and stability

To improve the standard of living of all EU
citizens

To develop the economy and boost growth in
the EU

Perceived objective  QD18ab

5%

7%

9%

9%

6%

17%

23%

17%

6%

1%

Desired objective QD19ab

The construction of Europe and the citizens of the Union
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We then asked European citizens what objectives they would like to be pursued in 

the building of Europe18.  

 

The top priority of Europeans for the future is their standard of living (23%). They 

put this objective ahead of the development of the economy and maintaining 

peace (17% each). 

 

There is therefore a relative imbalance between the perceived objectives 

and the desired objectives. 

 

Thus, Europeans now want the improvement of their standing of living to be 

given priority in the development of the European Union. Europeans want 

European integration to pursue social rather than economic goals in 

future. 

 

The objective of maintaining peace which governed the creation of the 

European Community in the 1950s remains a very important objective for 

Europeans.  

 

Finally, while 9% of Europeans identified the wish to make the European Union a 

major diplomatic player as one of the objectives pursued by European 

integration, only 6% want that. 

 

Social and economic concerns and peace are thus the two driving forces 

behind the building of Europe. While Europeans are aware that economic 

interests, via the creation of the single market, were the main objectives of 

European integration, they now want more attention to be paid to improving their 

standard of living.  

The current crisis, by heightening the insecurity of Europeans, is strengthening 

their desire to see the building of Europe focus more on the standard of living of 

EU citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
18 QD19ab and what should be the main objective of the building of Europe? 
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We shall now examine the results for these two questions by country. We shall 

focus on the three items most frequently mentioned in reply to these two 

questions and shall draw a parallel between perceived objectives and desired 

objectives: 

 

 “To develop the economy and boost growth in the EU” 

 

♦ This was the most frequently mentioned perceived objective in 

Sweden (39%), the Netherlands and Cyprus (33% each). However, it 

was mentioned by fewer than one in five respondents in the Czech 

Republic (19%), Spain (18%), Estonia (18%), the United Kingdom 

(15%) and Portugal (12%). 

 

♦ On the other hand, this answer was the most frequently mentioned 

desired objective in Ireland (26%) and Lithuania (23%). 

Respondents in the United Kingdom, Finland (12% for both 

countries) and Malta (11%) were the least likely to want this 

objective to be pursued. 

 

This item was mentioned less frequently as a desired objective than a perceived 

objective by twenty-four of the twenty-seven Member States. The most 

significant imbalances were noted in Sweden (-21 percentage points) and Finland 

(-18 percentage points). 

 

Portugal is the only Member State where the development of the economy was 

mentioned more frequently as a priority for the future (15%) than as a current 

priority (12%). Equal proportions of respondents mentioned this item as a 

perceived objective and a desired objective in Lithuania (23%) and Latvia (22%). 
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To develop the EU’s economy and boost growth 

 

Perceived 
objectives 

Desired objectives 
Difference in 
percentage 

points 
EU27 23% 17% -6 
    

SE 39% 18% -21 
CY 33% 17% -16 
NL 33% 21% -12 
FR 31% 15% -16 
LU 31% 15% -16 
EL 30% 22% -8 
IE 30% 26% -4 
FI 30% 12% -18 
BG 29% 22% -7 
SK 29% 21% -8 
RO 27% 20% -7 
MT 25% 11% -14 
PL 25% 20% -5 
SI 25% 16% -9 
BE 24% 19% -5 
DK 23% 13% -10 
DE 23% 19% -4 
LT 23% 23% 0 
LV 22% 22% 0 
HU 22% 19% -3 
IT 21% 17% -4 
AT 20% 14% -6 
CZ 19% 15% -4 
EE 18% 16% -2 
ES 18% 13% -5 
UK 15% 12% -3 
PT 12% 15% +3 

*In bold, the highest results per column 

 

 “To improve the standard of living of citizens” 

 

♦ Improving the standard of living is perceived as a current objective of 

the building of Europe by 28% of respondents in Bulgaria and Latvia 

and by 27% in Portugal and Slovakia. Fewer than 15% of 

respondents in Germany (14%), the Netherlands (13%), Denmark 

(12%) and Sweden (9%) agree with them. 

 

♦ On the other hand, this answer was given as a desired objective by 

43% of respondents in Bulgaria, 40% in Slovenia and 38% in 

Slovakia. Danes (15%), Swedes and Germans (17% each) were the 

least likely to mention this as a future objective for the European 

Union. 
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A comparison between desired objectives and perceived objectives for “improving 

the standard of living of citizens” reveals a situation which is the opposite of that 

noted for the previous item. Twenty-four European Union Member States 

mentioned it more frequently as an objective to be pursued than as a perceived 

objective. The difference was 21 percentage points in Greece (36% versus 15%), 

19 percentage points in Slovenia and 15 percentage points in Bulgaria. In these 

countries, there is therefore a strong wish to see a change in the European 

Parliament’s priorities in this regard. 

 

On the other hand, in Malta (- 2 percentage points) and Portugal (- 1 percentage 

point), respondents mentioned it more frequently as a perceived objective. The 

results are stable in Spain (19% for both questions). 

 

To improve the standard of living of citizens 

 

Perceived 
objectives 

Desired objectives 
Difference in 
percentage 

points 
EU27 18% 23% +5 
    
BG 28% 43% +15 
LV 28% 35% +7 
PT 27% 26% -1 
SK 27% 40% +13 
MT 26% 24% -2 
RO 26% 31% +5 
BE 24% 30% +6 
PL 22% 29% +7 
CZ 21% 29% +8 
LT 21% 25% +4 
CY 20% 27% +7 
LU 20% 28% +8 
HU 20% 31% +11 
ES 19% 19% 0 
IT 19% 21% +2 
SI 19% 38% +19 
FR 18% 26% +8 
IE 18% 24% +6 
EE 17% 20% +3 
AT 16% 25% +9 
UK 16% 21% +5 
EL 15% 36% +21 
FI 15% 21% +6 
DE 14% 17% +3 
NL 13% 19% +6 
DK 12% 15% +3 
SE 9% 17% +8 

*In bold, the highest results per column 



Special EUROBAROMETER 303  The 2009 European elections 

 
 - 51 - 

 “To maintain peace and stability” 

 

♦ The three countries in which citizens are the most likely to mention 

peace as the main objective currently pursued by the building of 

Europe are Estonia (29%), Germany (25%) and Finland (23%). Note 

that in the first two countries, it was the most frequently mentioned 

item ahead of improving standards of living and boosting economic 

growth. Fewer than 10% of respondents in Bulgaria, Ireland, Cyprus 

(8% each), Malta and Romania (7% for both countries) identified it 

as the main objective. 

 

♦ It is interesting to see that the three countries which most frequently 

identified this aspect are also the most likely to want this objective to 

be at the heart of the building of Europe: Estonia (28%), Germany 

and Finland (26% each). Ireland (9%), Romania (8%) and Bulgaria 

(6%) are the countries which are the least likely to want peace to be 

the driving force of the European Union. 

 

The imbalances between perceived reality and desire are the highest in Malta 

(7% perceived objective versus 17% desired objective) and Cyprus (8% 

perceived objective versus 18% desired objective), i.e. a difference of 10 

percentage points. The most important thing in this case is the significant 

difference between the two results and not the absolute level. Estonia (28%), 

Germany and Finland (26% for both) mentioned peace far more frequently as a 

desired objective but the difference between this and perceived objective is small 

in these countries (+1, -1 and +3 respectively). 

 

Thus, it is conceivable that these two countries (Malta and Cyprus), because of 

their geographical location bordering the Near East and thus very exposed to the 

current conflicts in that region, are the most vulnerable and, accordingly, the 

most sensitive to the need to take action to bring peace to the region for their 

own security. They are perhaps more critical than the other countries of the 

European Union’s role in these conflicts. 
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To maintain peace and stability 

 

Perceived 
objectives 

Desired objectives 
Difference in 
percentage 

points 
EU27 16% 17% -1 

    
EE 29% 28% +1 
DE 25% 26% -1 
FI 23% 26% -3 
DK 21% 21% 0 
SI 20% 17% +3 
CZ 19% 18% +1 
LT 19% 19% 0 
ES 18% 21% -3 
NL 17% 19% -2 
AT 17% 20% -3 
SE 17% 22% -5 
BE 16% 18% -2 
HU 16% 15% +1 
PL 16% 15% +1 
PT 16% 16% 0 
LV 14% 17% -3 
FR 13% 14% -1 
LU 12% 21% -9 
SK 12% 11% +1 
UK 12% 15% -3 
EL 11% 11% 0 
IT 10% 11% -1 
BG 8% 6% 2 
IE 8% 9% -1 
CY 8% 18% -10 
MT 7% 17% -10 
RO 7% 8% -1 

*In bold, the highest results per column 
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2.3. The rejection of the Lisbon Treaty  

 
On 12 June 2008, Irish citizens, invited to vote in a referendum, finally rejected 

the Lisbon Treaty. The no vote won, with 53.4% of votes versus 46.6% who 

voted yes19. As a result, the Lisbon Treaty, which was intended to replace the 

draft European constitution, was put on hold, with Europe finding itself, as in 

2005, in a kind of institutional impasse. 

 

We therefore asked European citizens what, in terms of media coverage 

of the European Union and in particular on the subject of Ireland, had had 

an impact on them in recent months20. For this we used the “open question” 

technique, that is to say the interviewer did not suggest any answers to the 

respondent, but simply noted everything that was said. The answers are then re-

encoded.  

 

A relative majority of respondents declared that they had not read, seen 

or heard anything on this subject (28%) or felt unable to answer the 

question (28%). Only 16% of European citizens answered “the rejection 

of the Treaty of Lisbon by the Irish”. It is also worth noting that 8% evoked 

the subject by answering “the referendum in Ireland”, 4% by mentioning “the 

need to hold a new referendum in Ireland” and 3% by mentioning “a halt in the 

building of Europe”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
19 See the official figures given by the Irish government: 
http://www.electionsireland.org/results/referendum/refresult.cfm?ref=2008R 
20 QD14 These last months, European media have given a lot of coverage to the European Union, and 
more particularly to Ireland. On what occasion? Can you tell me what it was about? (DO NOT 
SUGGEST) 
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QD14 These last months, European media have given a lot of coverage to the 
European Union, and more particularly to Ireland. On what occasion? Can you tell 

me what it was about? (DO NOT SUGGEST)

28%

4%

3%

4%

8%

13%

16%

28%

DK

Other

A halt in the building of Europe

The need to hold a new referendum in Ireland

The referendum in Ireland (without specifying)

Read, saw, heard something, but cannot remember what

The rejection of the Treaty of Lisbon by the Irish

Have not read, seen or heard anything on this subject

 

 

 

 

Comparison between Member States 

 

♦ Logically, Ireland is the best informed country. It is the only 

country where more than half of the respondents (60%) 

answered “the rejection of the Treaty of Lisbon by the Irish”. 

11% mentioned “the referendum in Ireland” (without any other 

details), 6% mentioned the “need to hold a new referendum in 

Ireland” and 2% answered a “halt in the building of Europe”. Finally, 

a relatively substantial proportion of respondents had no knowledge 

of the subject: 19% did not answer, 4% said that they had neither 

read nor seen anything on the subject and finally 3% said that they 

had read something but could not remember what. 

 

♦ Six other European Union countries also answered “the 

rejection of the Treaty of Lisbon by the Irish” first of all, 

namely Denmark (46%), Austria (39%), Slovenia (33%), 

Luxembourg (31%), Slovakia and Germany (28% each).  

 

♦ The worst informed respondents are citizens in Greece, where 

70% stated that they had neither seen nor heard anything on this 
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subject in recent months. Some 51% of respondents in Spain, 49% 

in Cyprus and 48% in Latvia gave the same answer. 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Men are better informed that women about the rejection of 

the Treaty of Lisbon. 20% answered “the rejection of the Treaty of 

Lisbon” compared with 12% of women. Once again, men are better 

informed than women on questions relating to European integration 

and topical subjects concerning the European Union. 

 

♦ Age and education are also discriminating factors. The youngest 

respondents (aged 15 to 24) are the least likely to give the 

right answer at once in a precise way: 10% versus 19% of those 

aged 40 to 54. Furthermore, 26% of those who attended higher 

education remembered precisely compared with only 9% of those 

who left school before the age of 16. 
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2.4. The European Parliament: values, policies and priorities 

 
The European Parliament shares European legislative power with the Council. In 

exercising this legislative power it seeks to ensure that a number of values are 

respected. We shall first examine these values and then the policies defended by 

the European Parliament. 

 
2.4.1 The European Parliament and values 
 
More than half of Europeans (53%) want the protection of human rights in the 

world to be defended by the European Parliament21. This value is followed by 

solidarity between European Union Member States (36%) and equality between 

men and women (33%). The other values were mentioned by fewer than 3 out of 

10 respondents. 

 

QD13 In your opinion, which of the following values should the European Parliament 
defend as a matter of priority? (ROTATION - MAX. 3 ANSWERS) - % EU

17%

27%

28%

32%

41%

36%

58%

16%

22%

26%

28%

33%

36%

53%

1%

4%

3%

6%
DK

None of these
(SPONTANEOUS)

The abolition of the death
penalty throughout the world

The protection of minorities

The dialogue between
cultures and religions

Solidarity between the EU and
poor countries in the world

Equality between men and
women

Solidarity between EU Member
States

The protection of human
rights in the world

EB68 EB70

 

 

 

                                          
21 QD13 In your opinion, which of the following values should the European Parliament defend as a 
matter of priority? (ROTATE - MAX. 3 ANSWERS) 
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In comparison with the previous wave (EB68), almost all the values were 

cited by a lower proportion of interviewees. 

 

Thus, the protection of human rights which was mentioned by 58% of 

respondents in autumn 2007 has lost 5 percentage points. Gender equality has 

lost 8 percentage points while the score for solidarity between European 

Union Member States is stable (36%). The latter is now placed ahead of gender 

equality in the values to be defended as a matter of priority by the European 

Parliament. 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

The most frequently mentioned item in 26 of the 27 Member States is the 

protection of human rights in the world. Bulgaria is the exception; the most 

frequently mentioned value was solidarity between European Union Member 

States (56%), just ahead of human rights (55%). 

 

 

 

 

 

♦ The three countries which recorded the highest scores for the 

protection of human rights are Cyprus (82%), Sweden (71%) and 

Finland (69%). On the other hand, in four Member States - Malta (39%), 

Italy (41%), the United Kingdom (43%) and Portugal (44%) - fewer than 

half of the respondents mentioned human rights as a value to be 

defended by the European Parliament. 

 

♦ Solidarity between European Union Member States was mentioned 

by half of respondents in Slovakia, Bulgaria (56% each) and Greece 
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(52%). On the other hand, it was mentioned by only 21% of respondents 

in the United Kingdom, 26% in Malta and 27% in Portugal. 

 

♦ Equality between men and women is seen as a value to be defended as a 

matter of priority by the European Parliament by 57% of Swedish 

respondents and 54% of French respondents, and by half of respondents 

in Cyprus and Luxembourg (50% each). However, less than one in five 

respondents in Italy and Latvia (19%) supported this value. 
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The protection of 
human rights in 

the world

Solidarity 
between EU 

Member States

Equality 
between men 
and women

Solidarity between 
the EU and poor 
countries in the 

world

The dialogue 
between cultures 

and religions

The protection 
of minorities

The abolition of 
the death penalty 

throughout the 
world

None of these 
(SPONTANEOUS)

DK

EU27 53% 36% 33% 28% 26% 22% 16% 3% 6%

BE 52% 37% 44% 31% 27% 30% 16% 1% 2%

BG 55% 56% 28% 21% 27% 15% 5% 1% 13%

CZ 57% 50% 30% 24% 18% 10% 5% 4% 3%

DK 68% 28% 42% 36% 43% 17% 23% 2% 3%

DE 59% 41% 34% 30% 30% 25% 26% 2% 2%

EE 58% 41% 24% 21% 25% 25% 6% 2% 14%

EL 63% 52% 27% 45% 22% 28% 14% 0% 0%

ES 51% 28% 33% 28% 22% 23% 14% 2% 9%

FR 60% 36% 54% 35% 27% 21% 20% 1% 2%

IE 51% 36% 36% 18% 22% 36% 17% 1% 12%

IT 41% 36% 19% 24% 28% 26% 20% 4% 9%

CY 82% 46% 50% 45% 26% 16% 10% 0% 2%

LV 62% 34% 19% 29% 16% 12% 4% 3% 6%

LT 65% 35% 25% 24% 17% 13% 10% 1% 7%

LU 58% 37% 50% 32% 21% 27% 18% 1% 2%

HU 57% 43% 23% 31% 29% 27% 5% 3% 6%

MT 39% 26% 36% 25% 24% 31% 6% 0% 11%

NL 64% 37% 42% 28% 36% 29% 22% 1% 3%

AT 54% 45% 42% 26% 15% 23% 32% 5% 3%

PL 53% 40% 26% 24% 19% 14% 8% 3% 7%

PT 44% 27% 36% 27% 21% 30% 17% 1% 11%

RO 53% 50% 30% 33% 29% 21% 11% 0% 6%

SI 60% 44% 41% 23% 26% 21% 16% 1% 2%

SK 59% 56% 35% 33% 28% 16% 9% 1% 3%

FI 69% 38% 37% 33% 26% 30% 22% 0% 2%

SE 71% 31% 57% 34% 28% 22% 21% 1% 2%

UK 43% 21% 25% 21% 23% 19% 9% 9% 14%

QD13 In your opinion, which of the following values should the European Parliament defend as a matter of priority? (MAX. 3 ANSWERS)

 

 

* In bold, the highest results per country; in italics the lowest results per country; the grey rectangle shows the highest results per value; the 

rectangle with black borders shows the lowest results per value. 
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QD13 In your opinion, which of the following values should the 
European Parliament defend as a matter of priority? (MAX. 3 

ANSWERS) 

  

  
The protection of 

human rights in the 
world 

Solidarity 
between EU 

Member States 

Equality 
between men 
and women 

 EU27 53% 36% 33% 
  Sex       

Male 52% 40% 29% 

 
Female 55% 33% 37% 

  Age       
15-24 52% 32% 34% 
25-39 55% 36% 32% 
40-54 55% 39% 34% 

 55 + 51% 37% 33% 
 

 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ The order of priorities mentioned by men is close to the 

European average. Women mentioned gender equality (37%) 

more frequently than solidarity between European Union 

Member States (33%). They are more likely to mention gender 

equality: 37% versus 29% of men, i.e. a difference of 8 percentage 

points. They also mentioned the protection of human rights in the 

world more frequently: 55% versus 52% of men. 

 

♦ In the same way as women, the youngest respondents put 

gender equality (34%) ahead of solidarity between Member States 

(32%) in the values that the European Parliament should defend as a 

matter of priority. The order of priorities of the other age categories 

is in line with the European average. Finally, the oldest respondents 

attach more importance than the youngest respondents to solidarity 

between Member States: 39% of those aged between 40 and 54 and 

37% of those aged 55 or over mentioned this value compared with 

32% of those aged under 25. 
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2.4.2 The policies defended by the European Parliament 
 

The European Parliament defends a certain number of policies. We therefore 

asked respondents which policies should be developed as a matter of priority22.  

 

Citizens most often mentioned “a security and defence policy that enables the EU 

to face up to international crises” (36%), followed by ”improving consumer and 

public health protection” (33%) and “combating climate change effectively” 

(31%).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
22 QD12 The European Parliament defends the development of certain policies at European Union 
level. In your opinion, which of the following policies should be given priority? (MAX. 4 ANSWERS) 
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QD12 The European Parliament defends the development of certain 
policies at European Union level. In your opinion, which of the 
following policies should be given priority? (MAX. 4 ANSWERS) 

 EB68  EB70 
Policy Result Policy Result 
A common defence policy 

28% 

A security and defence 
policy that enables the EU 
to face up to international 
crises 36% 

Improving consumer and 
public health protection 

39% 

Improving consumer and 
public health protection 

33% 
Combating effectively 
climate change 40% 

Combating effectively 
climate change 31% 

A common energy policy 

31% 

A common energy policy 
intended to ensure the 
EU’s energy 
independence 30% 

Combating terrorism 
while respecting 
individual freedoms 44% 

Combating terrorism 
while respecting 
individual freedoms 29% 

A common foreign policy 

29% 

A foreign policy that 
enables the EU to speak 
with one voice on the 
international stage 29% 

Coordinating economic, 
budget and tax policies 

23% 

Coordinating economic, 
budget and tax policies 

26% 
An environmentally 
friendly agriculture  

26% 

An agricultural policy that 
is environmentally 
friendly and contributes 
to the global food balance 

25% 
A common immigration 
policy 

25% 

An immigration policy 
implemented in 
consultation with 
countries of origin 19% 

Scientific research and 
development (R&D) 

20% 

A research and 
development policy (R&D) 
that ensures 
competitiveness and 
innovation 14% 

Aiming for a European 
social model 12% 

The assertion of a 
European social model 11% 

NSP 5% DK 9% 
*The items where the wording has been changed are shown in italics 

 

 

There have been significant changes in the order of priorities since the EB68 

wave.  
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Security and defence policy has gained 8 percentage points, increasing from 28% 

to 36%. The recent conflict in Georgia has clearly played a part in 

influencing Europeans who now want MEPs to defend a security and 

defence policy that enables the EU to face up to international crises as 

their top priority within the European Parliament. 

 

The context of the current crisis, and the omnipresence of themes related to this 

phenomenon in the media, may also have had an impact on the results obtained 

by this item. As the wording of this policy ends with “face up to international 

crises”, we can assume that the fight against the current financial crisis may have 

crossed the mind of respondents. 

 

This question was asked in autumn 2007, but several items were worded 

differently. The analytical chart above shows the year-on-year changes but 

readers should however bear in mind the different wording of the policies 

proposed to respondents; these changes to the wording play a part in explaining 

the year-on-year changes. 

 

The fight against terrorism, which was the most frequently mentioned policy in 

autumn 2007 (44%), now comes in fifth place in the order of priorities, being 

mentioned by 29% of Europeans. It has therefore lost 15 percentage points since 

autumn 2007. 

 

Combating climate change which was the second most frequently mentioned 

policy now comes in third place in the order of priorities of Europeans; it has 

declined from 40% to 31%, i.e. a drop of 9 percentage points. 

 

Improving consumer and public health protection is now ranked second in the list 

of priorities. In autumn 2007, it was ranked third in their order of priorities by 

Europeans and was mentioned by 39% of respondents at that time.  
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A security and 
defence policy that 
enables the EU to 

face up to 
international crisis 

Improving 
consumer and 
public health 

protection

Combating 
effectively 

climate 
change

A common energy 
policy intended to 
ensure the EU’s 

energy 
independence

A foreign policy 
that enables the 
EU to speak with 
one voice on the 

international stage 

Combating 
terrorism while 

respecting 
individual 
freedoms

Coordinating 
economic, 

budget and tax 
policies 

An agricultural 
policy that is 

environmentally 
friendly and 

contributes to the 
global food balance

An immigration 
policy implemented 
in consultation with 
countries of origin 

A research and 
development (R&D) 
policy that ensures 

competitiveness and 
innovation 

The assertion of 
a European 

social model 
DK

EU27 36% 33% 31% 30% 29% 29% 26% 25% 19% 14% 11% 9%

BE 39% 38% 39% 35% 28% 27% 32% 25% 18% 14% 17% 3%
BG 33% 46% 18% 34% 32% 37% 21% 35% 7% 9% 19% 14%
CZ 44% 34% 20% 30% 29% 34% 28% 28% 18% 15% 16% 5%
DK 39% 30% 59% 31% 27% 47% 6% 31% 29% 21% 11% 4%
DE 40% 29% 42% 43% 45% 29% 29% 20% 24% 16% 15% 3%
EE 46% 30% 12% 33% 33% 16% 37% 26% 9% 14% 12% 17%
EL 46% 56% 39% 28% 39% 31% 32% 38% 10% 12% 9% 1%
ES 35% 37% 24% 13% 22% 35% 20% 22% 14% 11% 6% 12%
FR 37% 42% 36% 22% 33% 29% 31% 33% 20% 18% 15% 5%
IE 28% 33% 34% 26% 30% 30% 25% 32% 19% 18% 9% 15%
IT 36% 35% 20% 30% 30% 24% 21% 15% 16% 17% 7% 10%
CY 54% 68% 44% 24% 39% 39% 19% 37% 17% 9% 10% 3%
LV 32% 32% 13% 30% 18% 14% 46% 35% 9% 11% 9% 8%
LT 31% 26% 16% 42% 22% 17% 49% 19% 10% 8% 12% 12%
LU 41% 34% 37% 32% 37% 28% 13% 26% 14% 12% 14% 8%
HU 37% 29% 30% 52% 15% 18% 50% 42% 9% 13% 17% 7%
MT 19% 35% 31% 30% 13% 18% 14% 18% 31% 6% 3% 23%
NL 40% 28% 42% 33% 41% 41% 30% 29% 31% 12% 11% 4%
AT 41% 36% 47% 41% 27% 25% 27% 31% 28% 17% 21% 4%
PL 33% 33% 18% 37% 20% 19% 27% 21% 9% 10% 11% 13%
PT 35% 31% 24% 20% 15% 25% 21% 24% 7% 11% 18% 22%
RO 51% 33% 23% 33% 34% 22% 25% 41% 7% 10% 9% 8%
SI 23% 49% 49% 24% 18% 16% 34% 29% 8% 19% 31% 3%
SK 54% 45% 31% 39% 33% 34% 28% 34% 5% 12% 15% 3%
FI 36% 33% 53% 38% 27% 22% 22% 41% 8% 14% 15% 4%
SE 35% 23% 72% 35% 33% 35% 12% 37% 26% 24% 8% 2%
UK 23% 20% 27% 19% 17% 34% 21% 18% 29% 9% 3% 23%

QD12 The European Parliament defends the development of certain policies at European Union level. In your opinion, which of the following policies should be given priority? (MAX. 4 ANSWERS)

 

 

* In bold, the highest results per country; in italics the lowest results per country; the grey rectangle shows the highest results per item; the rectangle with black borders shows the lowest 

results per item. 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

♦ The development of a security and defence policy is the main 

priority in eight Member States. This is in particular the case for 

54% of respondents in Slovakia and Cyprus and 51% of Romanian 

respondents. On the other hand, it was mentioned by only 19% of 

respondents in Malta and 23% in the United Kingdom and Slovenia.  

 

♦ Seven Member States placed a consumer protection policy at 

the top of their list of priorities. More than two-thirds of 

respondents in Cyprus (68%) want to see this at the centre of the 

European Parliament‘s debates, followed by 56% of Greeks and 49% 

of Slovenes. Note that in the United Kingdom only 20% of 

respondents supported this. 
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♦ The Nordic countries put combating climate change first: 

Sweden (72%), Denmark (59%) and Finland (53%). These results 

confirm those given in answer to the question on campaign themes 

previously examined where these three countries showed themselves 

to be staunch supporters of this policy and confirmed, as is very 

often the case in the Eurobarometer surveys, their attachment to 

environmental issues. The policy of combating climate change was 

also placed at the top of their list by respondents in Slovenia (49%  -

equal first with consumer protection), Austria (47%), the 

Netherlands (42%), Belgium (39%, on an equal footing with security 

and defence policy) and Ireland (34%). In contrast, this issue seems 

to have far less resonance in the Baltic States.  

 

♦ “A common energy policy intended to ensure the EU’s energy 

independence” scored as high as 52% in Hungary. The fact that 

most Central and Eastern European countries are dependent for their 

energy on Russia, and the recent problems caused by this 

dependency, no doubt helps to explain this result.  

 

♦ “A foreign policy that enables the EU to face up to 

international crises” was put in first place by Germans (45%). 

37% of respondents in the new Member States mentioned this policy 

compared with 28% of those in the oldest States. The geographic 

location of these States, most of which are near to Russia, may 

possibly help to explain this difference. 

 

♦ Combating terrorism was placed at the top of the list in the United 

Kingdom, where it was mentioned by 34% of respondents. This is 

the only policy, with a coordinated immigration policy, where British 

respondents are above the European average. 

 

♦ “Coordinating economic, budget and tax policies” was 

supported by almost half of respondents in Lithuania (49%) and 

Latvia (46%)  
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Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: men are more likely than women to mention 

items related to foreign policy or the defence of the European Union: 

33% of men mentioned an EU foreign policy compared with 26% of 

women and 32% of them mentioned a common energy policy 

compared with 28% of women. However, women were more likely to 

mention improving consumer protection: 35% versus 31% of men. 

 

♦ By age categories: the older the respondents, the more likely they 

are to want to give priority to a security and defence policy: 37% of 

respondents aged 40 or over compared with 34% of those aged 

under 25. On the other hand, climate change is supported by 33% of 

those aged under 40 compared with only 28% of those aged 55 or 

over. 

 

♦ On the left-right scale: 37% of the respondents who consider 

themselves to be on the left of the political spectrum want the fight 

against global warming to be the European Parliament’s main priority 

compared with 30% of respondents on the right, i.e. a difference of 

7 percentage points. Respondents on the right of the political 

spectrum are more likely to mention security and defence policy: 

40% versus 35% of European citizens on the left.  
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QD12 The European Parliament defends the development of certain policies at European Union level. In your opinion, which of the 
following policies should be given priority? (MAX. 4 ANSWERS) 

  

  

A security and 
defence policy that 
enables the EU to 

face up to 
international crises 

Improving 
consumer and 
public health 

protection 

Combating 
effectively 

climate 
change 

A common 
energy policy 
intended to 

ensure the EU’s 
energy 

independence 

A foreign policy 
that enables the 
EU to speak with 
one voice on the 

international 
stage 

 EU27 36% 33% 31% 30% 29% 
  Gender           

Male 37% 31% 31% 32% 33% 

 
Female 35% 35% 31% 28% 26% 

  Age            
15-24 34% 32% 33% 25% 24% 
25-39 36% 35% 33% 31% 28% 
40-54 37% 34% 31% 32% 33% 

 55 + 37% 31% 28% 30% 30% 
  Left-Right scale         

(1-4) Left 35% 34% 37% 31% 32% 
(5-6) Centre 38% 33% 32% 31% 31% 

 (7-10) Right 40% 32% 30% 34% 31% 
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2.4.3 Support for European policies 
 
Finally, we asked Europeans for their views on three policies which are currently 

the responsibility of national governments and do not fall within the scope of 

Community policy: social welfare, taxation and educational systems. We asked 

them precisely whether they were in favour of these policies being harmonised at 

European Union level23. 

 

 

                                          
23 QD22 Today, each European Union Member State is responsible for its own …. To what extent would 
you be in favour or opposed to the harmonisation of … within the European Union? 1. Social welfare 
system; 2. Taxation system; 3. Educational system 
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In all three cases, Europeans stated that they would be in favour of these policies 

being harmonised at European Union level. Almost 2 out of 3 respondents want 

educational systems (65%) and social welfare policies (64%) to be harmonised at 

European Union level, while more than half of Europeans (54%) want tax policy 

to become a European policy matter. 

 

These results show that overall European Union citizens want to move 

towards more European integration. 

 

Comparison between Member States 

 

  The “educational system” 

 

♦ The Europeans polled showed near-universal support for the 

harmonisation of education systems at European Union level. A 

majority of respondents in twenty-six countries are in favour of this 

idea. Only the Finns are against the idea: 57% versus 41% in favour. 

 

♦ Slovakia (82%), Slovenia (81%) and Greece (80%) are the three 

countries with the highest proportion of respondents in favour of the 

idea. 

 

♦ It should be emphasised that the people polled in the Member States 

that have joined the EU since 2004 are more likely to be in favour of 

the idea: 69% versus 64% of respondents in the oldest Member 

States. 

 

 The “social welfare system” 

 

♦ The same trend is apparent in the case of the harmonisation of social 

welfare systems. Once again, Finland is the only country where a 

majority of respondents are against this harmonisation: 57% versus 

40% in favour. Dutch respondents are divided: 49% support the idea 

and 49% are against it. 

 

♦ Slovakia is again the country with the highest level of support: 90% 

of Slovak respondents are in favour of the harmonisation of social 

welfare systems in the European Union versus 7% who are against 
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the idea. More than eight out of ten respondents are also in favour of 

the idea in Hungary (89%), Greece (85%), Slovenia (82%) and 

Romania (81%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 The “taxation system” 

 

♦ Europeans are more divided on this question. A majority of 

respondents in twenty Member States are in favour of European tax 

harmonisation, while a majority are against the idea in five Member 

States and respondents are divided in two Member States. 

 

♦ More than seven out of ten respondents support tax harmonisation at 

European level in Hungary (77%), Slovakia (74%), Greece (73%) 

and Romania (71%). Although European tax harmonisation is 

supported by a majority of respondents in Malta (39%) and Spain 

(46%), fewer than half of respondents are in favour of the idea. 
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♦ On the other hand, a majority of respondents in Luxembourg (61%), 

Finland (60%), the Netherlands and Denmark (56% each), the 

United Kingdom (51%) and Ireland (43%) are against the 

harmonisation of tax systems at European Union level. There are 

probably several reasons for this opposition. First, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Ireland have advantageous tax 

policies and are most probably afraid of losing those advantages. In 

addition, it is conceivable that the United Kingdom and Finland are 

afraid of losing part of their national sovereignty. Finally, the Danes, 

who have one of highest tax levels in the European Union, but an 

economy which is considered to be dynamic, are perhaps afraid that 

a European tax policy would all in all be less beneficial for them. 

 

Moreover, it is interesting to note that Finland is the only country 

where a majority of respondents are against the European 

harmonisation of the three national policies tested. These results 

demonstrate once again, as in recent Eurobarometer surveys, Finnish 

misgivings about European integration.  

 

♦ Some 60% of respondents in the countries that have joined the 

European Union since 2004 are in favour of tax harmonisation 

compared with 52% of those in the oldest Member States. 
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QD22.2 Today, each European Union Member State is responsible for its own …. To 
what extent would you be in favour or opposed to the harmonisation of … within the 

European Union?  

Taxation system 

  
  

Total "In 
favor" 

Total 
"Opposed" 

DK 

 EU27 54% 35% 11% 
  Sex       

Male 57% 34% 9% 

 
Female 52% 36% 12% 

  Age       
15-24 54% 33% 13% 
25-39 58% 32% 10% 
40-54 56% 36% 8% 

 55 + 51% 36% 13% 
  Membership EU       

A good thing 63% 29% 8% 
A bad thing 37% 54% 9% 

 Neither good nor bad 51% 37% 12% 
  Euro       

In favour 64% 28% 8% 
 Against 41% 48% 11% 

 

 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Men are more in favour of the harmonisation of taxation systems at 

European Union level: 57% versus 52% of women. It is interesting to 

note that this is also true for the two other policies tested. 

 

♦ The oldest respondents are the least likely to favour tax 

harmonisation: 51% versus 58% of respondents aged between 25 

and 39. 

                                

♦ Finally, logically, the results vary considerably depending on how the 

respondents perceive their country’s membership of the European 

Union: this question creates a division between Europhiles and 

Eurosceptics: 63% of the citizens who consider that membership of 

the European Union is a good thing are in favour of a common 

taxation policy compared with 37% of those who think that 

membership is a bad thing. Likewise, a majority of the citizens who 
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support the euro are in favour of a European taxation system: 64% 

versus 41% of those who are against the single currency. It should 

be emphasised that the trend is the same for the other national 

policies tested. 



Special EUROBAROMETER 303  The 2009 European elections 

 
 - 76 - 

* * * 

 
Europeans want the harmonisation of social welfare to be at the centre of the 

idea of European citizenship. In a context of crisis, Europeans are counting on 

solidarity and not on division.  

 

The European identity is defined by two major elements: the euro and democratic 

values. In the space of ten years the euro has successfully established itself as a 

unifying element for Europeans. Its symbolic, unifying importance has, it seems, 

overtaken its economic role. 

 

Thus, overall, Europeans support the building of Europe. Although they are critical 

of its ability to innovate, they believe that the European Union is indispensable in 

order to meet the challenges which the world is currently facing. The context of 

the economic crisis in which the survey was conducted has undoubtedly 

strengthened this feeling that the European Union can play a part in protecting its 

citizens. 

 

The building of Europe must henceforth put greater emphasis on social 

objectives, by giving priority to practical policies such as the harmonisation of 

social welfare systems. It must nevertheless also continue to pursue two 

fundamental objectives fixed at the time of its creation: economic growth and 

peace. 
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3. EUROPEANS AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: 

INFORMATION, IMAGE AND ROLE  
The first two parts of this report were devoted to the upcoming European 

elections in 2009 and the views of Europeans on the building of Europe. The third 

part examines the activities and role of the European Parliament within the 

European Union. The European Parliament is the only European institution whose 

representatives are directly elected by the European Union’s citizens. The way in 

which European citizens perceive the European Parliament, its role and its 

responsibilities may also be a determining factor for the elections to be held in 

June 2009.  

3.1 The level of information about the European Parliament 

 
We shall begin by examining how well informed European citizens are about the 

European Parliament and its activities.  

 
3.1.1 The European Parliament in the media 
 

 

 

 

 

Fewer than half of European respondents had read in the press, seen on the 

Internet or heard on the radio or television something about the European 
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Parliament (44%), compared with 53% who said the opposite24. The proportion of 

European citizens who remember some form of media coverage of the European 

Parliament has increased slightly since autumn 2007. In the EB68 wave 42% of 

them remembered having come across something in the media about the 

European Parliament. There has therefore been an increase of two percentage 

points. 

 

This slight increase – similar to the increase noted in autumn 2007 in comparison 

with the EB57 wave (spring 2002) – cannot however hide the fact this result is 

not particularly satisfactory. A majority of respondents have no recollection of any 

media coverage of the European Parliament in their county. With just over six 

months to go to the European elections, this fact is somewhat worrying since if 

the majority of Europeans cannot remember having read or heard something 

about the European Parliament, this calls into question their ability to turn out to 

vote in June 2009.  

 

However, when examining these results we should bear in mind that the 

American elections and the international financial crisis monopolised the media 

during autumn 2008 and the European Parliament’s activities were considered of 

secondary importance.  

 

Moreover, it is also necessary to take into account the fact that during the next 

few months the campaign for the European elections will mean that the European 

Parliament will receive more media coverage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                          
24 QD1 Have you recently read in the press, seen on the Internet or heard on the radio or television 
something about the European Parliament? 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

♦ In seventeen out of the twenty-seven Member States, a majority of 

respondents remember some media coverage of the European 

Parliament.  

 

♦ More than seven out of ten respondents in Slovakia (72%) and more 

than six out of ten respondents in Slovenia (67%), Luxembourg 

(66%), Malta (65%) and Finland (62%) declared that they had 

recently read or heard something about the European Parliament. In 

Slovakia the proportion of respondents who remember some form of 

media coverage has increased from 65% to 72%. Most probably, 

Slovakia’s changeover to the euro on 1 January 2009 resulted in 

more media coverage of the European Union in general, and 

therefore of the European Parliament. 

 

♦ On the other hand, fewer than four out of ten citizens in France 

(38%), Italy (34%) and the United Kingdom (28%) can remember 
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any media coverage of the European Parliament. It is interesting to 

note that in France, this score, although one of the lowest in Europe, 

has increased by 11 percentage points since autumn 2007 (27% at 

that time). In all likelihood, the French Presidency of the European 

Union in the second half of 2008 had a positive effect on the visibility 

of the European institutions in the French media and, accordingly, 

the European Parliament also benefited from the wider coverage 

given to the European Union’s activities. 

 

♦ The European Parliament seems to be given better media coverage in 

the countries that have joined the European Union since 2004: 50% 

of the citizens of these countries have heard something about the 

European Parliament recently, compared with only 43% of 

respondents in the fifteen oldest Member States. However, the latter 

have a longer experience of the European Union than the new 

Member States which have only had MEPs since 2004, or 2007 in the 

case of Romania and Bulgaria. 
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QD1 Have you recently read in the press, seen on the Internet or heard 
on the radio or television something about the European Parliament?  

    Yes No DK 
 EU27 44% 53% 3% 
  Gender       

Male 50% 47% 3% 

 Female 39% 58% 3% 
  Age       

15-24 39% 58% 3% 
25-39 45% 52% 3% 
40-54 47% 50% 3% 

 55 + 45% 52% 3% 
  Education (end of)     

15- 35% 62% 3% 
16-19 43% 54% 3% 
20+ 57% 41% 2% 

 Still studying 43% 53% 4% 
  Internet connection at home     

Yes 50% 48% 2% 
 No 38% 58% 4% 
  EU trust     

Tend to trust 52% 45% 3% 
 Tend not to trust 38% 59% 3% 

 
 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: men are more likely than women to state that 

they have read or seen something about the European Parliament: 

50% versus 39% of women. Once again men are more likely than 

women to report that they are well-informed on questions relating to 

the European Union. 

 

♦ By age categories: the youngest respondents (aged 15 to 24) are the 

least likely to remember having come across something in the media 

about the European Parliament: 39% versus 47% of citizens aged 

between 40 and 54. It is also worthwhile emphasising that only a 

minority in each category have any media recollections. 

 

♦ By level of education: the longer the respondents stayed in full-time 

education the more likely they are to have read or heard something 

in the media about the European Parliament. Thus, 57% of those 

who attended higher education remember something in the media 

compared with only 35% of those who left school before the age of 
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16. There is therefore a difference of more than 20 percentage points 

between the two categories. There are several possible explanations 

for this considerable division. First of all, it is reasonable to assume 

that the respondents who received the least schooling are those who 

have the least access to information sources. Secondly, we can 

assume that the least educated respondents tend to rely more on 

less elitist media such as television which devotes relatively little 

coverage to subjects relating to the European Union. Men, 

respondents who attended higher education and those in favour of 

the European Union are the most likely to remember having come 

across something in the media about the European Union. 

 

♦ By level of access to new technologies: the use of the Internet also 

seems to influence the level of information received. Half of the 

respondents who declared that they have an Internet connection at 

home declared that they had read or seen something about the 

European Parliament compared with only 38% of those who do not 

have Internet access at home.  

 

Media recollections and trust in the EU 

 

A cross-tabulation of the answers to this question with those regarding trust in 

the European Union also reveals a significant division on this question. More than 

half of the respondents who trust the European Union remember having come 

across something in the media about the European Parliament (52%) compared 

with only 38% of those who do not trust it.  

 
 

This therefore raises the question of the coverage of the “popular” media, 

especially television. It seems that these media devote fairly little coverage to 

European political life.  
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3.1.2 Subjective level of knowledge  
 

Having seen that media coverage of the European Parliament is still low, we shall 

now examine the subjective level of knowledge of citizens, that is to say how well 

informed they feel about the European Parliament25. Some 23% of European 

citizens consider that they are well informed about the European Parliament’s 

activities (with 2% “very well informed” and 21% “fairly well informed”) versus 

73% who consider that they are ill-informed (with 45% “fairly badly informed” 

and 28% “very badly informed”).  

 

 

 

 

A large majority of Europeans therefore consider that they are ill- 

informed about the work of the European Parliament. These results are in 

line with those obtained for the other information questions studied in this report: 

the scores for media recollections and knowledge of the date of the European 

elections remain fairly low. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
25 QD2 In general, do you consider that you are very well, fairly well, fairly badly or very badly 
informed about the European Parliament’s activities? 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

 

 

 

 

An analysis of the results by country shows that, although there are significant 

differences, in all the Member States, fewer than fifty percent of citizens consider 

themselves well informed about the European Parliament: 

 

♦ The three Member States where respondents consider 

themselves to be the best informed regarding the European 

Parliament are Luxembourg (42%), Ireland (40%) and Malta 

(36%). It is necessary to underscore the link between this question 

and that regarding knowledge of the date of the European elections. 

Luxembourg and Malta were the two countries in which citizens were 

the best informed about the date of the elections. In Ireland, the 

numerous debates which accompanied the referendum on the 

adoption of the Treaty of Lisbon, just a few months before this 
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survey was conducted, most probably enhanced the feeling of being 

well informed. 

 

♦ In eighteen of the twenty-seven Member States, fewer than a 

quarter of respondents consider that they are well informed. 

Spain and the United Kingdom (19% each) are the two countries with 

the lowest scores. Note that only 14% of respondents in these two 

countries know that the European elections will be held in 2009. 

 

QD2 In general, do you consider that you are very well, fairly well, fairly badly or very 
badly informed about the European Parliament’s activities?  

  
  

Total “well 
informed" 

Total "badly 
informed" 

DK 

 EU27 23% 73% 4% 
  Gender       

Male 28% 69% 3% 

 Female 19% 77% 4% 
  Age       

15-24 21% 75% 4% 
25-39 21% 75% 4% 
40-54 24% 73% 3% 

 55 + 25% 72% 3% 
  Education (end of)       

15- 16% 81% 3% 
16-19 23% 73% 4% 
20+ 31% 67% 2% 

 Still studying 23% 73% 4% 
  EU trust     

Tend to trust 31% 67% 2% 
 Tend not to trust 18% 79% 3% 

 

                                                  

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

Although a majority of respondents in all the socio-demographic categories 

consider that they are ill-informed about the European Parliament’s activities, we 

can distinguish the following differences: 

 

♦ Men are more likely than women to consider that they are well 

informed about the European Parliament: 28% versus 19% of 

women. 

 



Special EUROBAROMETER 303  The 2009 European elections 

 
 - 86 - 

♦ The older the respondents, the more likely they are to consider that 

they are well informed about the European Parliament’s activities: 

25% of those aged 55 or over versus 21% of those aged under 40. 

 

♦ Logically, the level of subjective knowledge increases with the 

respondent’s level of studies: 31% of those who attended higher 

education consider that they are well informed compared with only 

16% of those who did not go on to higher education. 

 

♦ Finally, 31% of European citizens who trust the European Union 

consider that they are well informed compared with only 18% of 

those who do not trust it. 

 

There are therefore the same demographic divisions around this question as 

around the question concerning the presence in the media of information about 

the European Parliament. 
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3.2 The European Parliament’s image 

 

We began by noting the absence of information which European citizens perceive 

with regard to the European Parliament. We shall now examine their perception of 

this institution via two image indicators: a general indicator and a detailed 

indicator. Despite the obvious lack of information, what image does the European 

Parliament conjure up for European citizens? 

 

3.2.1 The European Parliament’s general image 
 

For the majority of Europeans, the European Parliament’s image is 

neutral26. This is so for more than four out of ten Europeans (43%) 

compared with 34% for whom it conjures up a positive image (including 

31% “fairly positive”) and 17% for whom its image is negative. It is 

noteworthy that the proportion of positive opinions has fallen by 5 

percentage points since autumn 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems very likely that as they are ill-informed about the activities and role of 

the European Parliament, respondents do not have a clear-cut opinion about this 

                                          
26 QD8 In general, does the European Parliament conjure up for you a very positive, fairly positive, 
neutral, fairly negative or very negative image? 
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institution. In the end they give it the benefit of the doubt and few adopt a critical 

stance. 

 

 

QD8 In general, does the European Parliament conjure up for you a very 
positive, fairly positive, neutral, fairly negative or very negative image? 

 
Neutral   

Total 
"positive" 

  
Total 

"negative" 
  DK 

 
EB70 

Change 
EB68 - 
EB70 

 EB70 
Change 
EB68 - 
EB70. 

 EB70 
Change 
EB68 - 
EB70. 

 EB70 
Change 
EB68 - 
EB70. 

EU27  43% +2  34% -5  17% +2  6% +1 

            

BE 52% +6  33% -9  14% +4  1% -1 

BG 27% +5  57% 2  6% 0  10% -7 

CZ 46% +1  34% -3  15% -1  5% +3 

DK 49% -3  30% -4  17% +5  4% +2 

DE 47% -1  33% -1  16% +1  4% +1 

EE 57% +6  29% -7  4% 0  10% +1 

EL 50% +12  37% -14  13% +2  0% 0 

ES 39% +7  44% -9  7% 0  10% +2 

FR 54% +2  24% -7  18% +4  4% +1 

IE 31% +5  50% -7  11% +3  8% -1 

IT 36% 0  38% -8  18% +4  8% +4 

CY 38% +2  49% -2  7% +2  6% -2 

LV 57% +6  22% -9  12% +5  9% -2 

LT 39% +2  52% -4  5% 0  4% +2 

LU 49% +5  33% -8  15% +2  3% +1 

HU 49% +5  32% -8  16% +2  3% +1 

MT 34% +6  48% -5  8% -3  10% +2 

NL 45% -5  31% 1  22% +3  2% +1 

AT 43% +2  24% -1  29% -2  4% +1 

PL 49% +3  35% -9  10% +5  6% +1 

PT 33% -6  42% -3  17% +6  8% +3 

RO 31% +9  57% -6  4% +1  8% -4 

SI 41% +11  51% -11  5% 0  3% 0 

SK 45% +5  44% -4  8% -2  3% +1 

FI 60% +9  20% -5  18% -5  2% +1 

SE 39% +3  35% -1  21% -3  5% +1 

UK 39% 0  17% -2  36% +1  8% +1 
 

* In bold, the highest result per country; in grey the biggest changes per item 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

♦ In seventeen of the twenty-seven Member States, a majority 

of respondents stated that for them the European 

Parliament’s image is neutral. Among these countries, 60% of 

respondents in Finland, 57% in Latvia and Estonia gave this answer. 

At the other end of the scale, the European Parliament conjures up a 

neutral image for only 27% of respondents in Bulgaria, 31% in 

Romania and Ireland. In comparison with the EB68 wave, the scores 

for this answer have increased significantly in Greece (+12 

percentage points), Slovenia (+ 11 percentage points), Finland and 

Romania (+ 9 percentage points each).  

 

♦ The European Parliament’s image is seen as positive by half 

or more than half of respondents in Bulgaria, Romania (57% 

each), Lithuania (52%), Slovenia (51%) and Ireland (50%). Note 

that a majority of the Irish consider that the European Parliament’s 

image is positive, but they nevertheless rejected the Lisbon Treaty in 

the referendum. Only 22% of respondents in Latvia, 20% in Finland 

and 17% in the United Kingdom share this opinion. The enthusiasm 

of respondents in Romania and Bulgaria is significant: these 

countries elected their first MEPs in 2007. Apart from Bulgaria (+ 2 

percentage points) and the Netherlands (+ 1 percentage point), the 

proportion of respondents who consider that the European 

Parliament’s image is positive has fallen in all European Union 

countries. The biggest declines were recorded in Greece (-14 

percentage points), Slovenia (-11 percentage points), Belgium, 

Spain, Latvia and Poland (- 9 percentage points in all four countries). 

It is interesting to note that the increase in “neutral” answers was 

accompanied by a similar decrease in “positive” answers in Greece 

and Slovenia. 

 

♦ The only counties in which the number of respondents who 

consider that the European Parliament’s image is negative 

outweighs the number of positive opinions are Austria and the 

United Kingdom. Thus 36% of British respondents and 29% of 

Austrians consider that the European Parliament has a negative 

image compared with 17% and 24% respectively for whom its image 

is positive. In comparison with autumn 2007, Portugal (+6 

percentage points), Denmark, Latvia and Poland (+5 percentage 
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points each) are the countries where the European Parliament’s 

image has deteriorated the most. It should be noted that this item 

has declined significantly in Finland (- 5 percentage points).  

 

♦ Fewer respondents replied ‘DK’ in this survey than in the 

previous wave in two countries. The number of ‘DK’ answers fell 

from 17% to 10% in Bulgaria and from 12% to 8% in Romania. This 

change can perhaps be explained by the gradual integration of the 

European Parliament’s activities in the national media coverage of 

these countries. 

 

 

 

QD8 In general, does the European Parliament conjure up for 
you a very positive, fairly positive, neutral, fairly negative or 

very negative image?  

    Neutral 
Total 

“Positive” 
Total 

“Negative” 
DK 

 EU27 43% 34% 17% 6% 
  Sex         

Male 41% 37% 18% 4% 

 Female 46% 31% 16% 7% 

  Age         
 15-24 44% 37% 11% 8% 
 25-39 45% 35% 15% 5% 
 40-54 44% 34% 18% 4% 

  55 + 42% 32% 19% 7% 
  Information European Parliament     

Well informed 32% 55% 12% 1% 
 Badly informed 47% 27% 19% 7% 

 

 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Breakdown by gender: men (37%) are more likely than women 

(31%) to consider that the European Parliament has a positive 

image. More women than men think that its image is neutral: 46% 

versus 41% of men. Women were less well informed about the 

European Parliament; the less knowledgeable respondents are about 

the European Parliament the more inclined they are to assess its 

image as neutral. 
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♦ By age categories: the younger the respondents the more likely they 

are to see the European Parliament’s image as positive: 37% of 

those aged under 25 versus 32% of those aged 55 or over. 

 

Image and subjective knowledge 

 

A cross-tabulation of the answers to this question with those obtained in 

response to the question on subjective knowledge (QD2) of the European 

Parliament confirms the link between image and knowledge: 55% of the 

respondents who consider that they are well informed about the European 

Parliament believe that the institution has a positive image compared with 27% 

of ill-informed respondents. On the other hand, almost half of the citizens who 

consider that they are ill-informed about the European Parliament perceive its 

image as “neutral” (47%) compared with 32% of well-informed respondents. 

 

3.2.2 The European Parliament’s detailed image 
 

To examine the question of the institution’s image in greater depth, we submitted 

a list of words and expressions to the respondents and asked them whether they 

described their perception of the European Parliament well or badly27.  

 
Despite a generally neutral image, Europeans have, on the whole, a positive if 

critical vision of the European Parliament: 

 

♦ Thus, the European Parliament is considered to be democratic 

(66%), efficient (43%) and fairly dynamic (44%); 

 

♦ However, a majority of respondents consider that it is not well 

known (51%), technocratic (40%) and that it does not listen to 

European citizens (43%) 

 
Compared with the EB68 wave, the results are fairly stable. Nevertheless, the 

“not well known” and “democratic” scores have fallen by 4 and 3 percentage 

points respectively. 

 

 

 

 

                                          
27 QD7 Please tell me for each of the following words/expressions whether it describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly 
or very badly your perception of the European Parliament. 1. Dynamic; 2. Democratic; 3. Listening to European 
citizens; 4. Not well known; 5. Inefficient; 6. Technocratic 
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QD7 Please tell me for each of the following words\ expressions whether it describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly 
or very badly your perception of the European Parliament

%EU - Describes well

32%

38%

42%

45%

55%

69%

34%

40%

40%

44%

51%

66%

Inefficient

Technocratic

Listening to European citizens

Dynamic 

Not well known

Democratic

EB68 EB70

 
 

 

The answers given by Europeans for each description were then classified in two 

different categories: a first category in which we examine the terms which reflect 

a positive opinion and a second in which views are mainly negative. Thus, we 

shall examine the answers to the “inefficient” description in the first category 

since a majority of respondents are convinced that this word describes the 

European Parliament badly. Conversely, we shall analyse the answers regarding 

“listening to European citizens” in the second category. 
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The positive aspects of the European Parliament 

 

♦ “Democratic”: 

 

Citizens clearly identified the main aspect of the European Parliament: its 

democratic nature. Thus, two-thirds of respondents associate the adjective 

“democratic” with the European Parliament (66%) versus 19% who 

answered that it was a bad description. It should be noted that 15% of 

respondents felt unable to express an opinion.  Nevertheless, in comparison with 

autumn 2007, the “describes well” answer has fallen by 3 percentage points.  

 

QD7.2 Please tell me for each of the following words/expressions whether it 
describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly or very badly your perception of the 

European Parliament.  
Democratic 

  

Total 
"Describes 

well" 

Total 
"Describes 

badly” 
DK 

EU27  66% 19% 15% 
    
BE 73% 21% 6% 
BG 70% 10% 20% 
CZ 73% 17% 10% 
DK 72% 20% 8% 
DE 75% 19% 6% 
EE 62% 13% 25% 
EL 69% 31% 0% 
ES 70% 9% 21% 
FR 62% 21% 17% 
IE 61% 14% 25% 
IT 62% 22% 16% 
CY 68% 9% 23% 
LV 51% 21% 28% 
LT 63% 9% 28% 
LU 64% 21% 15% 
HU 67% 19% 14% 
MT 72% 7% 21% 
NL 74% 20% 6% 
AT 59% 33% 8% 
PL 74% 7% 19% 
PT 62% 14% 24% 
RO 73% 9% 18% 
SI 72% 17% 11% 
SK 81% 10% 9% 
FI 57% 36% 7% 
SE 72% 21% 7% 
UK 45% 31% 24% 

*In bold, the highest results per country 
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Comparison by Member States 

 

An analysis of the results by country reveals that an absolute majority of 

respondents in the twenty-seven European Union Member States agree 

that the word democratic corresponds to their perception of the 

European Parliament.  

 

More than eight out of ten respondents share this perception in Slovakia (81%), 

as do three-quarters of respondents in Germany (75%) and 74% in Poland and 

the Netherlands. It is interesting to note that respondents in Slovakia are also 

among those who are the best informed in the European Union about the 

European Parliament (72% recollect having come across something in the media 

about the European Parliament compared with 44% of Europeans as a whole; 

33% of them consider that they are well informed versus 23% of Europeans as a 

whole). 

 

At the other end of the scale, fewer than six out of ten respondents share this 

perception in Austria (59%), Finland (57%) and Latvia (51%). Finally, the United 

Kingdom is the only country where fewer than half of the respondents think that 

the European Parliament is democratic (45%). These results are in line with the 

trend previously noted in this report for these countries which stand out in 

general from the other countries by their negative attitude to European political 

affairs. 

 

Finally, 72% of respondents in the Member States which have joined the EU since 

2004 consider that the European Parliament is democratic, compared with 64% 

of respondents in the fifteen oldest EU Member States. The new Member States 

thus demonstrate once again a greater enthusiasm for the European Parliament.  

 

From a socio-demographic point of view, men are more likely than women to 

consider that the European Parliament is democratic: 69% versus 63% of 

women. Women are more likely not to express an opinion: 19% versus 12% of 

men. 
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♦ “Inefficient”: 

 

A relative majority of Europeans think that the word “inefficient” 

describes the European Parliament badly (43%) compared with more than a 

third who think that it is an apt description (34%). More than two out of ten 

respondents felt unable to express an opinion (23%). These results are relatively 

stable in comparison with those obtained in autumn 2007. 

 

A majority of respondents in twenty out of the twenty-seven Member 

States are convinced that the European Parliament is efficient. 

Respondents in Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia and Lithuania are the most 

enthusiastic: 58% of respondents in the four countries answered that the word 

“inefficient” describes the European Parliament badly. 

 

Note that the seven countries in which a majority of respondents expressed their 

doubts about the European Parliament’s efficiency all joined the European Union 

before 2004. Thus, more than half of respondents in the Netherlands (55%), 

Sweden (51%) and Finland (51%) consider that it is inefficient. 

 

Symmetrically, more than half of respondents in the European Union’s 

newest Member States believe that the European Parliament is efficient 

(54%) compared with only 40% of respondents in the countries which 

joined before 2004. As is often the case for Eurobarometer indicators relating 

to the European Union, the new Member States are more enthusiastic. It should 

be borne in mind that these countries have only five years’ experience of the 

European Parliament (two years for Romania and Bulgaria). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Special EUROBAROMETER 303  The 2009 European elections 

 
 - 96 - 

 

QD7.5 Please tell me for each of the following words/expressions whether it 
describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly or very badly your perception of the 

European Parliament.  
Inefficient 

  

Total 
"Describes 

well" 

Total 
"Describes 

badly" 
DK 

EU27  34% 43% 23% 
    
BE 37% 53% 10% 
BG 8% 56% 36% 
CZ 27% 56% 17% 
DK 48% 39% 13% 
DE 48% 35% 17% 
EE 24% 47% 29% 
EL 45% 55% 0% 
ES 22% 41% 37% 
FR 32% 47% 21% 
IE 32% 38% 30% 
IT 27% 52% 21% 
CY 25% 40% 35% 
LV 28% 39% 33% 
LT 13% 58% 29% 
LU 27% 55% 18% 
HU 24% 58% 18% 
MT 15% 55% 30% 
NL 55% 32% 13% 
AT 42% 41% 17% 
PL 18% 53% 29% 
PT 20% 46% 34% 
RO 15% 53% 32% 
SI 25% 58% 17% 
SK 25% 58% 17% 
FI 51% 40% 9% 
SE 51% 30% 19% 
UK 48% 24% 28% 

*In bold, the highest results per country 

 

♦ “Dynamic”: 

 

Finally, almost half of European citizens (44%) consider that the 

European Parliament has a dynamic image compared with more than a 

third who think the opposite (36%). Once again, there is a significant level of 

‘DK’ answers (20%). 

 

An analysis of the results by country reveals similar trends to those observed for 

the question on efficiency. The countries which consider that the European 

Parliament is efficient are also those where a majority of respondents think that it 

is dynamic and vice versa. 
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QD7.1 Please tell me for each of the following words/expressions whether it 
describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly or very badly your perception of the 

European Parliament.  
Dynamic 

  

Total 
"Describes 

well" 

Total 
"Describes 

badly" 
DK 

EU27  44% 36% 20% 
    
BE 48% 43% 9% 
BG 61% 14% 25% 
CZ 54% 31% 15% 
DK 40% 50% 10% 
DE 43% 45% 12% 
EE 41% 25% 34% 
EL 64% 36% 0% 
ES 54% 15% 31% 
FR 34% 46% 20% 
IE 46% 26% 28% 
IT 51% 30% 19% 
CY 64% 10% 26% 
LV 37% 31% 32% 
LT 47% 17% 36% 
LU 46% 40% 14% 
HU 55% 28% 17% 
MT 55% 10% 35% 
NL 25% 65% 10% 
AT 45% 46% 9% 
PL 52% 23% 25% 
PT 55% 19% 26% 
RO 62% 13% 25% 
SI 59% 24% 17% 
SK 69% 20% 11% 
FI 44% 49% 7% 
SE 36% 42% 22% 
UK 22% 52% 26% 

*In bold, the highest results per country 

 

France is the only country where the positions are reversed: 47% of respondents 

in that country consider that the European Parliament is efficient whereas 46% of 

them do not think that it is dynamic. 
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The negative aspects of the European Parliament 

 

♦ “Not well known”: 

 

More than half of Europeans (51%) think that the expression “not well 

known” is an apt description of the European Parliament compared with 

37% who think the opposite. These answers are in line with those given for 

the information questions where we noted the low media coverage of the 

institution’s activities and the problems of Europeans regarding information. 

 

This involves in fact one of the European Parliament’s fundamental 

problems: the low visibility of its work. 

 

QD7.4 Please tell me for each of the following words/expressions whether it 
describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly or very badly your perception of the 

European Parliament.  
Not well known 

  

Total 
"Describes 

well” 

Total 
"Describes 

badly" 
DK 

EU27  51% 37% 12% 
    
BE 57% 40% 3% 
BG 37% 41% 22% 
CZ 44% 47% 9% 
DK 57% 37% 6% 
DE 58% 37% 5% 
EE 33% 44% 23% 
EL 46% 54% 0% 
ES 54% 29% 17% 
FR 60% 30% 10% 
IE 29% 47% 24% 
IT 49% 37% 14% 
CY 25% 55% 20% 
LV 40% 36% 24% 
LT 15% 54% 31% 
LU 25% 55% 20% 
HU 54% 39% 7% 
MT 14% 65% 21% 
NL 65% 31% 4% 
AT 43% 52% 5% 
PL 38% 47% 15% 
PT 21% 56% 23% 
RO 35% 42% 23% 
SI 38% 50% 12% 
SK 37% 53% 10% 
FI 68% 29% 3% 
SE 44% 47% 9% 
UK 59% 25% 16% 

*In bold, the highest results per country 
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A majority of respondents in eleven of the twenty-seven Member States think 

that the work and role of the European Parliament are not well known. Among 

these countries, we find a majority of countries which joined before 2004: 

Hungary (54%) and Latvia (40%) are the only new Member States where 

respondents are more likely to think that the European Parliament is not well 

known. 

 

♦ “Listening to European citizens”: 

 

Europeans are more divided when it comes to the expression “listening 

to citizens”: 43% think that is not an apt description of the European 

Parliament compared with 40% who think that it applies to this 

institution. It should be noted that despite the fact that this question concerns 

them directly, a significant proportion of respondents felt unable to express an 

opinion (17%). We observe a decline in the results for this item: in autumn 2007, 

a relative majority of Europeans (42%) considered that the European Parliament 

was close to European citizens compared with 41% who took the opposite view. 

 

Nevertheless, these results highlight another major problem of the 

European Parliament in terms of image: its distance from Europeans. 
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QD7.3 Please tell me for each of the following words/expressions whether it 
describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly or very badly your perception of the 

European Parliament.  
Listening to European citizens 

  

Total 
"Describes 

well" 

Total 
"Describes 

badly" 
DK 

EU27 40% 43% 17% 
    
BE 43% 51% 6% 
BG 50% 20% 30% 
CZ 44% 43% 13% 
DK 47% 44% 9% 
DE 34% 58% 8% 
EE 48% 27% 25% 
EL 40% 60% 0% 
ES 47% 26% 27% 
FR 31% 53% 16% 
IE 40% 34% 26% 
IT 44% 39% 17% 
CY 56% 17% 27% 
LV 40% 32% 28% 
LT 50% 18% 32% 
LU 38% 48% 14% 
HU 53% 34% 13% 
MT 63% 18% 19% 
NL 34% 58% 8% 
AT 29% 62% 9% 
PL 49% 24% 27% 
PT 39% 35% 26% 
RO 57% 19% 24% 
SI 53% 34% 13% 
SK 65% 24% 11% 
FI 31% 64% 5% 
SE 47% 43% 10% 
UK 32% 46% 22% 

*In bold, the highest results per country 

 

The results by country follow the same trends as those noted for the previous 

image related questions: the people polled in the countries which joined 

the EU before the 2004 enlargement are, in general, more critical when 

describing the European Parliament’s role. More than six out of ten 

respondents in Finland (64%) and Austria (62%) do not think that the European 

Parliament listens to European citizens. These results are not surprising in these 

countries which are in general inclined to adopt a sceptical and critical attitude 

towards the European Union. 

 

On the other hand, more than six out of ten respondents in Slovakia (65%) and 

Malta (63%) consider that the European Parliament is close to their expectations. 

Once again Slovakia, which adopted the single currency on 1 January 2009, is 

one of the most enthusiastic countries regarding the European Parliament. This 
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Eurobarometer wave shows in general that Slovaks are increasingly positive in 

their appreciation of the European Union. This raises the question of whether this 

is related to that country’s upcoming membership of the euro zone (a few weeks 

after the survey was conducted) and the hopes aroused by that membership. 

 

♦ “Technocratic”: 

 

Finally, a relative majority of Europeans (40%) consider that the 

European Parliament is “technocratic”, while a quarter of respondents 

think the opposite and 35% felt unable to express an opinion on this 

description. This high rate of ‘DK’ answers perhaps reflects a lack of a clear 

understanding of this term by respondents. 

 

The contradiction between this answer and the results recorded for the adjective 

“democratic” is immediately apparent. Europeans think in fact that the European 

Parliament is democratic and technocratic at the same time.  

 

In fact, these words have opposite meanings: democracy means that all citizens 

are entitled to express their views on public life, while technocracy implies on the 

contrary that political actions are left only to experts.  

 

We can therefore consider that the answers of Europeans are somewhat 

paradoxical on this question. 

 

This contradiction can nevertheless be explained as follows: the European 

Parliament, whose members are elected by direct universal suffrage, is by 

definition a democratic institution. However, when Europeans observe the way in 

which it works, based more on negotiation than on permanent political conflict, 

they may see it as an institution which attempts to reach a consensus on specific 

policies.  

 

In other words, the communication of the European Parliament, focused 

on performance and efficiency, gives it a more neutral – as noted above 

– and to some extent an apolitical image. The negative counterpart of 

this consensual method of working is that Europeans sometimes have 

the impression that MEPs are expert representatives rather than 

representatives who defend political ideas, hence the high score 

obtained for the adjective “technocratic”. 
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However, our analysis must also take into account the fact that more than a third 

of Europeans (35%) did not express an opinion on this item. The term 

technocratic is in fact a complex one for the least educated respondents: almost 

half of the respondents who left school before the age of 16 did not answer this 

question (47%). 

 

 

QD7.6 Please tell me for each of the following words/expressions whether it 
describes very well, fairly well, fairly badly or very badly your perception of the 

European Parliament.  
Technocratic 

  

Total 
"Describes 

well" 

Total 
"Describes 

badly" 
DK 

EU27  40% 25% 35% 
    
BE 62% 27% 11% 
BG 13% 38% 4% 
CZ 42% 27% 31% 
DK 56% 22% 22% 
DE 54% 26% 20% 
EE 32% 27% 41% 
EL 67% 31% 2% 
ES 30% 19% 51% 
FR 57% 18% 25% 
IE 36% 20% 44% 
IT 33% 32% 35% 
CY 50% 9% 41% 
LV 28% 23% 49% 
LT 20% 28% 52% 
LU 42% 25% 33% 
HU 26% 29% 45% 
MT 17% 13% 70% 
NL 50% 24% 26% 
AT 52% 30% 18% 
PL 20% 31% 49% 
PT 31% 25% 44% 
RO 23% 32% 45% 
SI 32% 40% 28% 
SK 34% 36% 30% 
FI 53% 19% 28% 
SE 50% 18% 32% 
UK 34% 15% 51% 
*In bold, the highest results per country 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

More than two-thirds of Greeks (67%) consider that the European Parliament 

works in a technocratic way. Some 62% of Belgians and 57% of French 

respondents share this view. 

 

Slovenia (40%) and Slovakia (36%) are the only two countries where a majority 

of respondents believe that the European Parliament is not technocratic.  

 

Finally, seven out of ten respondents in Malta (70%) did not express an opinion. 

That was also the case of more than half of respondents in Lithuania (52%), 

Spain and the United Kingdom (51% each). It seems therefore that there is a 

real problem of comprehension as regards the term “technocratic”, at least in 

these countries. 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

A socio-demographic analysis of the results reveals the following differences: 

 

♦ Men are more critical than women: 44% consider that the European 

Parliament is technocratic compared with 37% of women. Note that 

they are also more likely to consider that it is democratic. Men are 

also more likely to state that the word “technocratic” does not 

correspond to their perception of the European Parliament: 26% 

versus 23% of women. However, women are more likely not to 

express an opinion: 40% versus 30% of men.  

 

♦ The longer the respondents stayed in full-time education the more 

likely they are to declare that the European Parliament works in a 

technocratic way: 53% of those who attended higher education 

compared with 31% of the lowest educated respondents. The best 

informed and best educated Europeans are therefore also those who 

perceive the European Parliament as technocratic. However, they are 

also slightly more likely to say that it is not technocratic: 25% of 

those who studied beyond the age of 16 compared with 22% of 

those who left school before that age. However, the respondents 

who did not go on to higher education are far more likely not to 

express an opinion: 47% versus 22% of the respondents who 

studied up to the age of 20 or over. 
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Women and the least educated respondents are thus the most likely not to 

answer this question. 

 

It is therefore important, in order to improve the institution’s image, to 

develop information on its activities as closely as possible to citizens: the 

best informed citizens are those who, in general, see the European 

Parliament in the most positive light. 
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3.3 The role of the European Parliament and citizens’ trust 

 
Having taken stock of the European Parliament’s image and having seen that it 

conjures up a neutral, insufficiently defined image, we shall now examine the 

extent to which Europeans trust the Parliament, and the role that they would like 

it to play. 

 

3.3.1 Trust in the European Parliament 
 

The European Parliament is the European Institution which European 

citizens trust the most28. More than half of Europeans trust the European 

Parliament (51%) compared with 31% who do not trust it.  

 

 

48%

47%

42%

30% 22%

51%

29%

30%

31% 18%

23%

29%

0% 100%

The European
Parliament

The European
Central Bank

The European
Commission

The Council of the
European Union

Yes No DK

QA18 And, for each of them, please tell me if you tend to trust it or tend 
not to trust it? - %EU27

 

 

 

 

The European Parliament therefore is more trusted than the other European 

institutions: the European Central Bank (48%), the European Commission (47%) 

and the Council of the European Union (42%). 

 

                                          
28 QA18.1 And, for each of them, please tell me if you tend to trust it or tend not to trust it? The European Parliament 
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However, it is worth emphasising that the level of trust in the European 

Parliament has fallen slightly since the previous wave (EB69, autumn 2008), 

when it stood at 52%, i.e. a decline of one percentage point. We also observe 

that the number of people who do not trust it has increased more perceptibly, 

from 27% to 31%. 

 

Despite the European Parliament’s fairly neutral image and a lack of 

information, a majority of Europeans have confidence in its work. This 

trust can be explained by its democratic legitimacy which is appreciated 

by a large majority of citizens. 

 

Breakdown by Member States 

 

Once again, there are significant differences from one country to another: 

 

♦ Seven out of ten respondents in Slovakia trust the European 

Parliament. The next highest scores are 65% in Belgium and 64% in 

Luxembourg and Malta. A parallel has to be drawn between these 

results and the level of knowledge about the European Parliament in 

the countries in question, noted previously. They confirm again that 

information and communication are key variables which have a very 

strong influence in terms of image and the trust citizens have in the 

institution. 

 

♦ On the other hand, fewer than half of respondents in Germany 

(47%), Latvia (41%) and the United Kingdom (27%) trust the 

European Parliament. 

 

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

♦ Men are more likely than women to trust the European Parliament: 

53% versus 49% of women. 

 

♦ The younger the respondents the more likely they are to trust the 

European Parliament: 55% of those aged under 25 trust the 

European Parliament versus 48% of those aged 55 or over. 
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3.3.2 The European Parliament’s role 
 

A majority of Europeans trust the European Parliament and consider that it plays 

a key role within the European Union. They also want it to be given a more 

important role. 

 

 The perceived role - 

 

First of all we asked Europeans to assess the role played by the European 

Parliament within the European institutional system29. Seven out of ten 

respondents declared that it plays a “very important” or “important” role versus 

17% who answered that it is “not very important” or “not at all important”. 

 

 

 

 

 

Although a large majority of respondents consider that the European Parliament 

plays an important role, the score is lower than that recorded in autumn 2007: 

70% now consider its role to be important compared with 75% previously. It is 

the degree of the result that has declined: 18% considered it “very important” in 

autumn 2007 compared with 13% in this wave.  

 

 

During the financial crisis, the media have reported extensively on the 

role of governments and their proposed plans for recovery.  

                                          
29 QD9 In your opinion, is the role played by the European Parliament in the life of the European Union? 
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The European Parliament may have suffered from the extensive coverage 

given to national institutions. 
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Comparison between Member States 

 

More than half of respondents in all European Union Member States 

emphasised the important role of the European Parliament. However, the 

differences remain significant: 

 

♦ More than eight out of ten respondents in Slovenia (85%), Slovakia 

(84%) and Cyprus (83%) think that its role is important. At the 

other end of the scale, only 52% of British respondents agree that its 

role is important. 

 

♦ Once again, the most recent Member States are the most 

enthusiastic about the European Parliament: 77% of them versus 

69% of respondents in the countries that joined before 2004. 

Nevertheless, in all the Member States, an absolute majority of 

respondents consider that the European Parliament plays an 

important role. 

                                                      

Socio-demographic analysis 

 

Once again, the socio-demographic analysis reveals the same divisions noted 

throughout this survey: men (72%) and young people (73%) are more positive 

than women (67%) and the oldest respondents (66% of those aged 55 or over). 
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 The desired role - 

 

A majority of Europeans want the European Parliament to play a more important 

role (44%) versus 14% who want it to play a less important role and 24% who 

favour the status quo. Some 18% of respondents did not answer this question30.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is to be noted that in comparison with the previous year the desired 

importance has declined slightly (- 4 percentage points). The other opinions have 

benefited from this since the proportion of Europeans who want its role to be less 

important has increased (+ 2 percentage points), as has the proportion of 

respondents favouring the status quo (+ 2 percentage points). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          
30 QD10 Would you personally like to see the European Parliament play a more important or less important role than it 
currently does? 
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More important Less important
The same 

(SPONTANEOUS)
DK

EU27 44% 14% 24% 18%

BE 51% 16% 26% 7%
BG 40% 4% 30% 26%
CZ 44% 14% 27% 15%
DK 46% 23% 21% 10%
DE 43% 16% 26% 15%
EE 47% 13% 18% 22%
EL 66% 11% 22% 1%
ES 42% 7% 28% 23%
FR 56% 10% 16% 18%
IE 24% 11% 41% 24%
IT 37% 12% 30% 21%
CY 74% 0% 9% 17%
LV 49% 12% 18% 21%
LT 46% 10% 28% 16%
LU 40% 14% 34% 12%
HU 41% 15% 31% 13%
MT 57% 5% 19% 19%
NL 57% 13% 20% 10%
AT 31% 23% 37% 9%
PL 38% 9% 29% 24%
PT 39% 12% 27% 22%
RO 53% 12% 20% 15%
SI 49% 10% 32% 9%
SK 48% 14% 29% 9%
FI 49% 20% 20% 11%
SE 41% 13% 24% 22%
UK 37% 28% 16% 19%

QD10 Would you personally like to see the European Parliament play a more important or less important 
role than it currently does? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* In bold, the highest results per country; in italics the lowest results per country; the grey rectangle shows the highest results per item; the 

rectangle with black borders shows the lowest results per item 
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The results by country reveal the same trends as those studied in autumn 2007: 

 

♦ Ireland and Austria are the only two countries in the European Union 

to be in favour of the status quo: 41% of respondents in Ireland and 

37% in Austria answered spontaneously – this answer was not 

suggested to them when the question was asked – that they want 

the European Parliament’s role to stay the same. It is interesting to 

examine the Irish result in the light of recent events in that country. 

A majority of Irish respondents were also in favour of maintaining the 

status quo (34%) at the time of the EB68 wave. It seems very likely 

that their constant wish, between autumn 2007 and autumn 2008, 

not to enlarge the European Parliament’s role was one of the factors 

behind the rejection of the Lisbon Treaty in June 2008. The treaty in 

fact provides for increased powers for the European Parliament.  

 

♦ However, in all the other European Union countries, a majority of 

respondents want the European Parliament to have increased 

powers. 

 

Therefore a majority of Europeans want to see the European Parliament play a 

more important role in the political life of the European Union. Note that if the 

Treaty of Lisbon were eventually to be adopted, the European Parliament would 

have the power to co-legislate in almost all areas of the Community’s powers 

(including the CAP, hitherto reserved to the European Council) and to set, with 

the Council, all the European Union’s expenditure (including agricultural 

expenditure, until now decided by the Council on its own). 

 

The results demonstrate that Europeans, despite an obvious lack of 

information, have strong expectations with regard to the European 

Parliament: they consider that its role is important and clearly want to 

see this role expanded further. We are willing to wager that a better 

level of information would reinforce these favourable opinions. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

 Voter mobilisation and economic and social themes: two major issues 

for the European elections - 

 

In a particularly negative economic context, Europeans are above all concerned 

by the economic and social situation in their country. The European elections, 

which have still not yet received much media coverage, are not, or at least not 

yet, a priority issue in the mind of European citizens. An analysis of the results 

obtained in this survey suggests that in order to increase interest it is crucial to 

ensure that citizens are better informed and to focus the electoral campaign on 

economic and social themes. 

 

For the time being, voter mobilisation is low, as Europeans are ill-informed about 

the European elections. Nevertheless, it can be assumed that the electoral 

campaign will arouse their interest.  

 

Furthermore, Europeans want economic and social themes to dominate the 

debates during the electoral campaign: economic growth, unemployment and 

inflation. These three issues, which had already been emphasised in our analysis 

of the EB69 wave, are now very much at the forefront of the concerns of 

Europeans. 

 

It follows therefore that the ability of candidates standing in the June 2009 

elections to focus the debates on these issues, which directly affect European 

citizens in their everyday lives, will be essential to encourage them to turn out to 

vote. The ability to explain to what extent their actions within the European 

Parliament will help to restore growth in Europe will also be decisive. 

 

 European citizens are critical but a majority of them support the 

European Union - 

 

In addition, although they are critical, a majority of Europeans support the 

building of Europe and think that the European Union is essential in order to meet 

the current global challenges, such as the economic and financial crisis, climate 

change, energy supplies and the fight against terrorism. A majority of European 

citizens expect European responses to these challenges.  
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The European Union is thus seen as a shield against the crisis and the European 

Parliament is the democratic institution within which practical decisions intended 

to improve the lives of citizens can be taken. 

 

 The European Parliament: a little known institution with a neutral 

image but playing an important role - 

 

Finally, our analysis underscores the problem of the dearth of information about 

the European Parliament; a majority of citizens consider that they are ill- 

informed about its activities and its day-to-day work. Looking ahead to the June 

2009 elections, it is to be hoped therefore that the work of the European 

Parliament, its role within the EU and its future combats will be at the heart of the 

electoral debate.  

 

In this context, citizens consider that the European Parliament’s overall image is 

neutral. It is nevertheless the European institution in which Europeans have the 

most trust. Europeans also feel that it plays an important role in the political life 

of the European Union and even want this role to be enhanced. 

 

If eventually adopted, the Lisbon Treaty, which provides for an increase in the 

European Parliament’s powers, could meet the expectations of European citizens. 

A strong turnout in the June 2009 elections – not very likely at the current time – 

could also establish even further the European Parliament’s democratic legitimacy 

and its power within the European Union’s political institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
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SPECIAL EUROBAROMETER 303 
« The 2009 European elections » 
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 

 

 

Between the 6th of October and the 6th of November 2008, TNS Opinion & Social, 

a consortium created between Taylor Nelson Sofres and EOS Gallup Europe, 

carried out wave 70.1 of the EUROBAROMETER, on request of the EUROPEAN 

COMMISSION, Directorate-General for Communication, “Research and Political 

Analysis”. 

 

The SPECIAL EUROBAROMETER 303 is part of the 70.1 wave and covers the 

population of the respective nationalities of the European Union Member States, 

resident in each of the Member States and aged 15 years and over. The basic 

sample design applied in all states is a multi-stage, random (probability) one. In 

each country, a number of sampling points was drawn with probability 

proportional to population size (for a total coverage of the country) and to 

population density. 

 

In order to do so, the sampling points were drawn systematically from each of the 

"administrative regional units", after stratification by individual unit and type of 

area. They thus represent the whole territory of the countries surveyed according 

to the EUROSTAT NUTS II (or equivalent) and according to the distribution of the 

resident population of the respective nationalities in terms of metropolitan, urban 

and rural areas. In each of the selected sampling points, a starting address was 

drawn, at random. Further addresses (every Nth address) were selected by 

standard "random route" procedures, from the initial address. In each household, 

the respondent was drawn, at random (following the "closest birthday rule"). All 

interviews were conducted face-to-face in people's homes and in the appropriate 

national language. As far as the data capture is concerned, CAPI (Computer 

Assisted Personal Interview) was used in those countries where this technique 

was available. 
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ABBREVIATIONS COUNTRIES INSTITUTES 
N°  

INTERVIEWS 
FIELDWORK 

DATES 
POPULATION 

15+ 
BE Belgium TNS Dimarso 1.002 10/10/2008 06/11/2008 8.786.805 
BG Bulgaria TNS BBSS 1.006 09/10/2008 20/10/2008 6.647.375 
CZ Czech Rep. TNS Aisa 1.026 06/10/2008 22/10/2008 8.571.710 
DK Denmark TNS Gallup DK 1.029 06/10/2008 02/11/2008 4.432.931 
DE Germany TNS Infratest 1.526 10/10/2008 02/11/2008 64.546.096 
EE Estonia Emor 1.000 10/10/2008 03/11/2008 887.094 
EL Greece TNS ICAP 1.000 10/10/2008 02/11/2008 8.691.304 
ES Spain TNS Demoscopia 1.000 09/10/2008 06/11/2008 38.536.844 
FR France TNS Sofres 1.027 06/10/2008 31/10/2008 46.425.653 
IE Ireland TNS MRBI 1.000 06/10/2008 31/10/2008 3.375.399 
IT Italy TNS Infratest 1.061 08/10/2008 24/10/2008 48.892.559 
CY Rep. of Cyprus Synovate 503 08/10/2008 02/11/2008 638.900 
LV Latvia TNS Latvia 1.002 10/10/2008 04/11/2008 1.444.884 
LT Lithuania TNS Gallup Lithuania 1.011 09/10/2008 28/10/2008 2.846.756 
LU Luxembourg TNS ILReS 500 06/10/2008 03/11/2008 388.914 
HU Hungary TNS Hungary 1.002 10/10/2008 02/11/2008 8.320.614 
MT Malta MISCO 500 09/10/2008 03/11/2008 335.476 
NL Netherlands TNS NIPO 1.041 09/10/2008 05/11/2008 13.017.690 
AT Austria Österreichisches Gallup-Institut 1.003 06/10/2008 28/10/2008 7.004.205 
PL Poland TNS OBOP 1.000 11/10/2008 31/10/2008 32.155.805 
PT Portugal TNS EUROTESTE 1.000 11/10/2008 03/11/2008 8.080.915 
RO Romania TNS CSOP 1.053 07/10/2008 03/11/2008 18.246.731 
SI Slovenia RM PLUS 1.006 07/10/2008 04/11/2008 1.729.298 
SK Slovakia TNS AISA SK 1.006 09/10/2008 26/11/2008 4.316.438 
FI Finland TNS Gallup Oy 1.004 15/10/2008 06/11/2008 4.353.495 
SE Sweden TNS GALLUP 1.002 13/10/2008 03/11/2008 7.562.263 
UK United Kingdom TNS UK 1.308 07/10/2008 02/11/2008 50.519.877 

TOTAL   26.618 06/10/2008 06/11/2008 400.756.031 
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For each country a comparison between the sample and the universe was carried 

out. The Universe description was derived from Eurostat population data or from 

national statistics offices. For all countries surveyed, a national weighting 

procedure, using marginal and intercellular weighting, was carried out based on 

this Universe description. In all countries, gender, age, region and size of locality 

were introduced in the iteration procedure. For international weighting (i.e. EU 

averages), TNS Opinion & Social applies the official population figures as provided 

by EUROSTAT or national statistic offices. The total population figures for input in 

this post-weighting procedure are listed above. 

 

Readers are reminded that survey results are estimations, the accuracy of which, 

everything being equal, rests upon the sample size and upon the observed 

percentage.  With samples of about 1,000 interviews, the real percentages vary 

within the following confidence limits: 

 

 

 

 

 

Observed percentages 10 % ou 
90 % 

20 % ou 80 % 30 % ou 
70 % 

40 % ou 
60 % 

50 % 

Confidence limits ± 1,9 points ± 2,5 points ± 2,7 points ± 3,0 points ± 3,1 points 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 


