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I.  PERCEPTION OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

A. Perception of the seriousness of different world problems 
 

QE1 Most serious problems in the world at the moment
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QE1 Which do you consider to be the most serious problems currently facing the world as a whole?[Firstly? 

Any others? max 3 answers]  
 

 EB69 EB71 
Poverty, lack of food and drinking water 68% 66% 
A major global economic downturn 24% 52% 
Climate change 62% 50% 
International terrorism 53% 42% 
Armed conflicts 38% 39% 
The increasing world population 19% 19% 
The proliferation of nuclear weapons 23% 19% 
The spread of an infectious disease 23% 18% 
Don’t know 3% 2% 

* % of the sum of all answers 

 
�  National variations for three most serious problems:  
 

 
� Poverty, lack of food and drinking water:  

- This problem is seen as most serious in Sweden (82%), Cyprus (81%) and France (80%). 
- It is seen as serious by the smallest share of respondents in Czech Republic (45%), the 

UK (49%) and Lithuania (51%). 
 

� A major global economic downturn : 
- Problem perceived as most important in Bulgaria (71%), Slovenia (73%) and Lithuania 

(76%). 
- Least important in Sweden (33%), Austria (41%) and Poland (42%). 

 
� Climate change: 

- This criterion is most important in Sweden (82%), Cyprus (76%) and Greece (71%). 
- It is least important in Portugal (30%), Poland and Czech Republic (33%). 

 
 

� Socio-demographic criteria: 
 

� Poverty, lack of food and drinking water:  
- It is seen as serious problem by more women (68%) than men (64%). 
- Respondents from the right side of political scale attribute it less importance than left or 

centre oriented ones (62% vs. 72%) 
- Evaluated as serious by higher share than average of managers (70%). 

 
� A major global economic downturn : 

- Comparing the age groups, respondents aged 40-54 perceive this as the biggest problem 
(57%), compared to least concern expressed by 55 or more years old citizens (48%). 

- It causes least concern to housewives/men (46%). 
 

� Climate change: 
- Climate change is seen as more serious problem by students (61%) and respondents who 

terminated education aged 20 years or more. 
- It is also more important for respondents on the left side of political scale (55%) than for 

respondents on the right (47%). 
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B. Perception of the seriousness of climate change 
 

QE2 And how serious a problem do you think climate change is at this moment?
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QE2 And how serious a problem do you think climate change is at this moment? Please use a scale from 1 to 

10, where '1' would mean that it is "not at all a serious problem" and '10' would mean that it is a 
problem extremely serious". 

 
 EB69 EB71 

Very serious (7-10) 75% 67% 
Moderately serious (5-6) 15% 20% 
Not serious (1-4) 7% 10% 
Don't know 3% 3% 

 
Average 7,8 7,4 

 
 
� National variations for three most serious problems:  
 

� Looking at the sums of the percentage of answers 10 to 7, climate change is perceived as a 
very serious problem in most Member States : 
- the most: in Greece (94%), Cyprus (92%), Hungary and Slovenia (83%). 
- the least: in the Estonia (49%), the UK (51%) and Latvia (56%). 

 
� Comparing the averages, the problem is evaluated as: 

- most serious in Cyprus (8.9), Greece (8.8) and Slovenia (8.4) 
- least serious in Estonia (6.4), the UK (6.5) and the Netherlands (6.6.). 

 
� Socio-demographic criteria: 

- As already seen in QE1, perceived as more serious than average by students and people 
who terminated education aged 20 or more (average 7,6) 

- Least serious for housewives/men (7,2). 
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INFORMATION 
 

QE3 Being informed about the different consequences of climate change

2%

42%
56%

Well informed Not informed DK

 
 
QE3 Personally, do you think that you are well informed or not about…?     

      
EB 
69 

EB 
71 

EB 
69 

EB 
71 

EB 
69 

EB 
71 

EB 
69 

EB 
71 

 

Very well Fairly well Not very well Not at all 
The different causes of climate 
change 

9% 8% 47% 48% 32% 34% 9% 8% 

The different consequences of 
climate change 

9% 8% 47% 48% 32% 33% 9% 9% 

Ways in which we can fight 
climate change 

8% 8% 44% 44% 35% 37% 10% 9% 

 
 

� Variations between Member States: 
 

� The citizens stating that they are best informed on each of these three topics come 
from northern European countries: Sweden (87% well informed), the Netherlands 
(80%) and Finland (77%). 

 
� The citizens stating that they are least well informed come from Portugal (68% not 

well informed), Bulgaria (66%) and Romania (63%). 
 
� The trend from the previous EB wave 69 is more or less stable and respondents still 

report that they are less well informed on ways to combat climate change than 
on its causes and consequences. 
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� Socio-demographic criteria: 
 

- Men are on average more informed about causes, consequences and ways to fight the 
climate change than women. 

- Respondents who terminated education at the age of 15 or younger are the least informed. 
- Most informed are: managers, respondents who finished education at the age of 20 or 

later and students. 
 
 
 

II.  COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

1. Ways of combating climate change 
 
QE4 For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you totally agree, tend to agree, tend to 

disagree or totally disagree.           

EB 69 EB 71 EB 69 EB 71 EB 69 EB 71 
 

Agree Disagree Don't know 
Alternative fuels such as biofuels should 
be used to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

70% 75% 18% 15% 12% 10% 

Fighting climate change can gave a 
positive impact on the European 
economy. 

56% 62% 24% 21% 20% 17% 

You personally have taken actions aimed 
at helping to fight climate change. 

61% 59% 31% 34% 8% 7% 

Climate change is an unstoppable 
process, we cannot do anything about it. 

31% 31% 60% 62% 9% 7% 

Emission of CO2 (Carbon dioxide) has 
only a marginal impact on climate 
change. 

30% 30% 55% 58% 15% 12% 

The seriousness of climate change has 
been exaggerated. 

26% 27% 65% 65% 9% 8% 

 
� Variations between Member States: 

 
� Alternative fuels such as bio fuels should be used to reduce greenhouse gas emissions: 

� The share of respondents who agree is highest in Greece (90%), Denmark 
(87%), Slovenia and Slovakia (86%)- 

� The share of respondents who disagree is highest (but a minority) in 
Luxembourg (32%) 

 
� Fighting climate change can gave a positive impact on the European economy: 

� Most agreement in Cyprus (81%), Greece (74%), Slovakia and Sweden 
(72%). 

� Strongest disagreement in Latvia (39%), the Netherlands (35%) and Finland 
(33%). 

 
� Respondents who have personally taken actions aimed at helping to fight climate change: 

� Most numerous in Sweden (82%), Slovenia and the UK (77%) 
� Least numerous in Latvia, Bulgaria (59%) and Lithuania (58%). 
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� Climate change is an unstoppable process, we cannot do anything about it: 
� Most agreement in Estonia (57%), Latvia (48%), Lithuania and the UK 

(40%). 
� Most disagreement in Sweden (80%), Malta (79%) and Greece (78%). 

 
� Emission of CO2 has only a marginal impact on climate change: 

� Highest shares of respondents who agree are in Ireland (50%), the 
Netherlands (48%) and Estonia (45%). 

� Highest shares of respondents who disagree are in Hungary (76%), 
Slovakia (72%), Denmark, Sweden and Slovenia (71%). 

 
� The seriousness of climate change has been exaggerated: 

� The highest shares of respondents who agree come from Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands (43%) and the UK (40%). 

� The strongest disagreement is in Greece, Slovenia (83%) and Slovakia 
(80%). 

 
� Socio-demographic criteria: 

 
� Alternative fuels such as bio fuels should be used to reduce greenhouse gas emissions: 

� Most support amongst youngest (15-24 years old) and students. 
� Less support in the oldest group aged 55 or more and people staying at home, 

not working (69% vs. 75% on average) 
 

� Fighting climate change can gave a positive impact on the European economy: 
� The groups that agree most with that are the managers (70%) and 

respondents who finished education aged 20 or more (68%). 
� More men agree with this statement (65%) than women (60%). 

 
� Respondents who have personally taken actions aimed at helping to fight climate change: 

� Above average of respondents who agree amongst people who 
terminated education aged 20 or more (70%) and even more amongst 
managers (74%). 

� Less activation within the group of students (52%) and younger 
respondents from the age group 15-24 years (51%), as well as 
respondents who terminated schooling aged 15 or younger (52%). 

 
� Climate change is an unstoppable process, we cannot do anything about it: 

� Compared to the average (31% of agree) this conviction is more widespread 
amongst retired (35%), unemployed (34%), respondents aged 55 or more and 
right-oriented respondents. 

 
� Emission of CO2 has only a marginal impact on climate change: 

� Managers most strongly disagree with this statement (66%), as well as 
people who terminated education aged 20 or more (66%). 

� Very high share of "don't know" answers amongst respondents who 
terminated education aged 15 or younger (22%), respondents aged 55 
or more (17%) and women (15%). 
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� The seriousness of climate change has been exaggerated: 
 

� More men agree (31%) than women (25%). 
� Above average share of respondents from the right side of political 

orientation scale agree with the statement (33%), compared to 27% of 
those from the left side. 

� Retired respondents as well agree more strongly than average (31%). 
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