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A. Introduction

The working group mission to Bahrain and the UAE took place from the 26th to the 31st May 
2007, with a participation of 6 Members led by Ms Lilli Gruber (PSE, It). Members had the 
opportunity to visit Manama in Bahrain and Abu Dhabi and Dubai in the United Arab Emirates ; 
all in all, the Delegation held more than 30 meetings with Members of the legislative bodies in 
both countries, Government Ministers, EU Ambassadors, NGOs / Research Centres as well as 
representatives of the Civil Society. 

Notably, the EP Delegation held talks with the following:

 in Bahrain:
- H.E. Ali Salih al Salih, Chairman of the Shura Council,
- H.E. Khalifa al Dhaahrami, Chairman of the Council of Representatives
- M. Kahlid Hussain Al Maskati, Head of the Finance and Economical 

Committee of the Shura Council
- M. Abdulrahman Mohamed Jamsheer Head of the Foreign Affairs and 

Defence, National Security Committee of the Shura Council,
- Dr Abdul Aziz Hassan Ali Abul, Head of the Financial & economic 

committee of the Council of Representatives
- Sheikh Adel Abdul Rahman al Moawda, Head of the Foreign Affairs and 

Defence Committee of the Council of Representatives

 in the UAE:
- HH Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi,
- HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein,
- HE Mohammed bin Dhaen Al Hameli, Minister of Energy
- Federal Minister for FNC Affairs Anwar Gargash
- Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Federal Minister for Higher 

Education and Scientific Research
- Mr Abdul Aziz Al Ghureir, Federal National Council Speaker



B. Bahrein

General context

Under Shaikh Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa Bahrain has been transformed into a constitutional 
monarchy since 1999 and political liberalisation is underway. Shaikh Hamad pardoned political 
prisoners in 2001, and abolished the State Security Law and State Security Court, which were 
much criticised by opposition groups. While political parties are not permitted, political 
societies are. In practice, liberalisation has opened up new political space for Shi'a and Sunni 
Islamists; yet at the same time political reforms have encouraged a trend for society to become 
more self critical. It is now common to find public seminars on once unheard of subjects such as 
marital problems and sex and child abuse.

Bahrain's prosperity is not solely a reflection of its oil wealth, but also related to the creation of 
an indigenous middle class. This unique socioeconomic development in the Gulf has meant that 
Bahrain is generally more liberal than its neighbours: while Islam is the main religion, Bahrainis 
have been known for their tolerance, and alongside mosques, churches and even a synagogue 
can be found.

Meetings with Bahrain's parliamentary structures

Parliament comprises the Shura and the Nuwab. Both Houses consist of 40 members, the Shura 
appointed by the King, and the Nuwab elected by the public. Bahrain's main opposition group, 
the Shi'a-based, Islamist-leaning al-Wefaq National Islamic Society, is the biggest single bloc in 
the Nuwab having won 17 out of 40 seats in the 2006 election, after ending a four-year boycott 
of parliament.  In the last cabinet reshuffle following the legislative elections in 2006, no 
members of al-Wefaq were appointed to cabinet-level roles, prompting the group to boycott the 
inaugural session of parliament. The al-Wefaq MPs have now taken their seats in parliament, 
and, according to reports, the government appears to be cracking down on more hardline 
opposition activists.

For the first time, a Shia Deputy Prime Minister was appointed; his position, however, is 
counterbalanced by the 2 other Deputy PMs, who are Sunnis. The new parliament is expected to 
be less co-operative with the government than its predecessor; M. Ali Salih al Salih, Chairman 
of the Shura Council, assured that he his looking ways to strengthen cooperation with the EP as 
to reinforce democracy and reminded that the presence of Christian churches, as well as of a 
Jewish synagogue, reflect Bahraini tolerance : "they have a say in our democracy". He also 
stressed that Islamists in Bahrain are moderate, and "not like elsewhere". He admitted, however, 
that women are still under-represented politically, explaining that it was a mistake for political 
societies not to support them. Progress is needed and expected as to change this situation, but "it 
will take time".



Nuwab Members, including Shaikh Khalid Bin 
Khalifa Al Khalif, during the meeting

Bahrain's strategic position, as home to the U.S. 
Fifth Fleet operating in the Gulf, was discussed 
at length during the meeting which took place 
with the Foreign Affairs & Defense Committees 
of the Shura and the Nuwab. As Shaikh Khalid 
Bin Khalifa Al Khalif reminded, the Gulf waters 
were never without foreigners, since the early 
XVIth century, when Portuguese navigators 
explored the area. This presence also shaped 
changes in the political structures of the Gulf 
countries. Since the 70ies, "the British are out 
and the US are in". However, US military 
presence is seen as a stabilising factor: "when in 
1971 the Shah wanted to annex our country, the 
only thing which stopped him was US 
presence." 

This confirmed that Bahrain is strategically exposed to all major security developments in the 
region and is very weary of Iran, "which has always wanted to dominate the geopolitical area;
furthermore, today, things have worsened since Iran also carries a sectarian message it didn't 
before". One should bear in mind that Bahrain is also worried of what is perceived as a possible
Iranian influence over Bahraini Shiites (70% of the citizens) - a highly contentious issue as 
many of the Shi'a majority perceive themselves to be marginalised by the Sunni-dominated 
political elite. The issue is a delicate one, and difficult to rise openly in Bahrain. Members of 
both the Shura and the Nuwab were generally extremely reluctant to address any issues 
regarding the Sunni / Shi'a differences, adamant that their role is to represent the entire people of 
Bahrain, and not separate confessions.

Shura and Nuwab Members agreed that "speaking for the region as a whole, foreign powers 
should be here -- letting aside Iraq" but stressed that "we really don't know why the EU is not 
playing its part in the middle east and has left this role to the US only". They called for the EU 
to be much more active, as, as far as Iraq is concerned "the USA have never listened to any 
advice on any Arab leader on this issue. You are in a better position to influence the USA than 
us." Bahraini Members urged special caution on any military operations against Iran: "Teheran 
controls the Gulf straits; it only needs to lay some mines, and the whole gulf would be closed", 
something which could have extremely grave consequences. President Ahmadjinehad's rhetoric 
should not be taken at face value, they argued: "He is currently trying to consolidate national 
unity (...) when he speaks of erasing Israel from the map, we know this is not serious".

As far as Israel is concerned, Sheikh Al Mowada, Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
(Nuwab), strongly condemned US policy, explaining that it is impossible to solve the crisis in 
the middle-east without achieving justice in Palestine and denying the right to return. If this is 
solved, radical Islamists will not have a problem in finding new recruits among the young and 
the illiterate. Yet "we condemn terrorism even more than you, as a crime against our religion" ; 
on the other hand, "isn't Guantanamo terror?". The West should therefore get past its "security 
paranoia"; as to EU-US relations, some Bahraini Members felt that the European voice was not 
strong enough ; be it in Lebanon, Afghanistan, Palestine, Iraq, or even Iran, "whatever the US 
wants, Europe says yes". 



Human Rights and the Role of Women

Bahrain enjoys, especially if compared to regional standards, a lively civil society, as witnessed 
by Members in the margins of official meetings. The main criticism voiced by some observers is 
that some laws, such as family law or the security legislation cannot really be seen as fully 
compatible with the UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: in this respect, some diplomats 
met by the Delegation assessed the legislation as "fundamentally flawed". Official Human Right 
Groups do exist, but there certainly is a degree of self-censorship. Other HR groups tend to be 
more vocal and critical of alleged human rights abuses - which are, sometimes, well 
documented; as their activity is not recognised by the authorities, they face several hurdles. 
While few argue that these groups lack a genuine human rights agenda, it is unfortunate that the 
credibility of this agenda sometimes appears to be undermined by hyper-politicisation to the 
extent of seeking regime change. According to EU Member States diplomats, however, claims 
that the very lives of Human Rights Defenders in Bahrain were at risk are "simply incredible (...) 
in Bahrain things have never, ever been done this way".

On the other hand, evidence was produced on the daily harassment and/or police surveillance 
faced by some Members of these unrecognised groups; their calls for reforms, most notably in 
the areas of freedom of association and family law, certainly carry credibility - and their 
accusation that the EU is interested only in trade issues in Bahrain, and not on human rights, is 
not one which can be dismissed with a light heart. EC and Member States should take this into 
account, and, at the very least, try to maintain informal contacts with them - as the US do. It is 
worth noting here that in the run-up to the elections the climate was marked by two major 
events: the expulsion of the US National Democratic Institute, which intended to monitor the 
Polls, and what has been labelled the "Bandargate Scandal", named after an official who 
launched allegations of a governmental conspiracy to rig the elections in favour of the Sunnis. 
Al Bandar was subsequently deported from the country on charges of sedition. This issue has, 
yet again, put under the spotlight the delicate question of the alleged discriminations faced by 
the Shi'a community in government, business or education.

As to women's political rights, Bahrain saw an important step forward when women were 
granted the right to vote in 1981 and to stand in national elections for the first time in 2002. 
However, none of the 23 female contestants in the November 2006 polls were directly elected to 
the Nuwab; only one woman won - by default and with no other candidate in the race.

Ms Gruber chairing the UNDP roundtable

This subject was examined, with many of the 
unsuccessful women candidates in the 
framework of a workshop organised by the 
UNDP. The UNDP had launched before the 
elections, a series of projects on women 
empowerment and campaigning skills with 
many of the candidates and NGOs including 
young ladies associations, University professors 
and doctors. Many candidates explained that, 
during the elections, the elderly and uneducated 
and been the target of anti-women propaganda 
which was organised, according to some, by 
some Al Wefaq activists - who argued that "you 
should vote against them, otherwise the flames 
of Hell expect you".



The real problem is that society is not yet used to active women presence in political terms ; in 
the words of some candidates, "we were not unknown - on the contrary ; but nobody will vote 
for women unless they constitute a power in themselves". Despite the inequality in terms of 
media access, this explains why even those women who had access to financial resources and 
were present in the media failed to be elected. Some candidates also complained that there was 
very limited monitoring by independent bodies (with, allegedly, only Saudi observers at the 
elections) and reminded that the US National Democratic Institute had been expelled from the 
country ; most participants agreed that international observers would add to the credibility of the 
next elections, and that women quotas would be needed. Ideally, the electoral system should 
also be reformed towards greater proportional representation instead of single constituencies.

In response to the failure of women candidates, 10 were appointed to the 2006 Shura Council, 
which also includes representatives of the Kingdom’s indigenous Jewish and Christian 
communities. Notably, human rights activists Huda Nonoo was appointed, making her the first 
Jewish woman to sit in the Shura Council.

Economical and Financial Aspects

Bahrain, a non OPEC country, has only very limited oil reserves and concentrates on refining 
and processing of oil for which is depends on imports from Saudi Arabia. However, oil revenues 
represent still about 60% of the country's export receipts, 60% of government revenues and 30% 
of GDP. Members of the Shura were nevertheless keen to explain that "we were the first to 
discover oil, so we will be the first that will exhaust it". Diversification attempts are underway, 
as "our next national wealth is our human resources". This means that education is seen as a 
priority, and "the ultimate aim to boost our economy"

Bahraini members during the meeting

Bahrain sees itself as Beirut's successor as 
the banking and finance hub in the Middle 
East. This sector represents the second 
largest in Bahraini economy (about 23% of 
GDP).Tourism (15% of the GDP is being 
expanded) in order to diversify the 
economy. The GCC is currently the EU's 
sixth largest export market and the EU is 
GCC’s first trading partner. Within the EU 
Bahrain's major trading partners are the UK 
and France.

However, Members of the Financial and Economic Committee of the Shura and the Nuwab 
seemed extremely disappointed in the lack of progress regarding the prospective EU/GCC Free 
Trade Agreement, explaining that the "reasons negotiations have been dragging for more than 
10 years are uknown to us". Would the solution be a bilateral EU-Bahrain agreement instead, 
contrary to what has been EU policy on the matter? For many Members, "we couldn't agree 
more". As to the attempt to introduce a single currency in the GCC, Members did not seem to 
have strong opinions on the matter - "we are neither in favour, neither against".



C. The UAE

The UAE is a federation of seven emirates, with a total population of 4.32 million (85% of them 
expatriates). The ruler of Abu Dhabi, whose emirate is the UAE's major oil producer, is 
president of the UAE and The ruler of Dubai, which is the UAE's commercial centre, is vice 
president and prime minister. In June 1996, the UAE’s Federal National Council approved a 
permanent constitution for the country, establishing Abu Dhabi as the UAE’s permanent capital. 
The current head of state, Sheikh Mohamed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, took office in January 
2006.

Meetings with the Federal National Council

In December 2006, the UAE held indirect elections for half of the 40 seats in the Federal 
National Council (FNC); out of a population numbering 300.000 adult citizens, 6.595 [of which
1.163 women] were granted voting rights. This was the first experience of its kind for the 
UAE. Until now the Council had been wholly appointed, with seats apportioned to the seven 
emirates. The UAE’s strategy for these first elections—justified as a measured approach 
intended to avoid negative results—does appears as rather cautious, even by standards within 
the Arabian Peninsula; it is encouraging, nevertheless, that the FNC showed a genuine and keen 
interest in meeting with the EP Delegation in order to exchange ideas and experiences on the 
respective functions and powers of both Parliaments.

Vice-President Pflueger at the FNC

Part of the UAE’s caution is attributable to a 
fear of Islamist movements, who were absent 
from the appointed electoral board—which 
included representatives from other political and 
intellectual trends. However, in comparison 
with Kuwait, Bahrain, or Saudi Arabia, Emirati 
religious movements have historically 
maintained good relations with the ruling 
authority. It is argued that their exclusion from 
the current electoral experiment may backfire in 
the end, leading to stronger popular support for 
such movements. Apart from concern about 
Islamists, the ultimate explanation for the 
UAE’s cautious political experiment is that the 
citizenry will go along with it. So far there are 
no organised political forces capable of 
exercising pressure. UAE authorities can safely 
rely on the country’s genuinely impressive 
economic and developmental achievements, a 
degree of wealth distribution, and unofficial 
channels of communication between citizens 
and government officials in order to safeguard
stability.

In last December’s Federal National Council elections, out of 65 women candidates, one was 
elected. UAE officials often describe the current political stage as transitional and have 



suggested they will eventually hold direct elections for more members of the FNC; FNC 
Members, and the Speaker, met by MEPs explained that the aim is indeed, eventually, to expand 
the electoral college -- but cuatiously. "The process has started now, and we will continue 
modernising our system". On the other hand, what is unlikely to change is the 50-50 ratio of 
elected-appointed Members. FNC Members stressed that the first priority of the Rulers of the 
country is "prosperity and the development of the economy", and that this choice is very widely 
seen as a wise one as, today, "the UAE is a leader in the Arab world". Furthermore, "we have to 
improve the infrastructure of the country (health and education mainly) before we take steps 
towards direct elections".

This point was made repeatedly by most FNC Members: "our brief is to bring free economy to 
the Parliament", "we do not want our Parliament to become a hindrance", "there are not any 
models to be applied universally - as the Iraqi experience shows", "we have to take one step at a 
time in the right direction", "this way we enjoy stability - there is  not a single demonstration in 
the streets", "there is not any time plan to introduce direct elections: it can take 1,5,15 years... 
in our lifetime, in our history, this is not much". To sum things up, "as long as we are moving in 
the right direction, people will go there".

Exchange of views with HH Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi

The Crown Prince with FNC Members

As the Crown Prince had just returned from Iran 
and met with President Ahmadjinehad ("let me 
call their leader a Persian"), the meeting 
focused on security issues: Iran is "very 
organised (...) and very patient", and has a 
strategy of "pushing the Sunnis against the 
Shi'a". Iran intends to be a major player in the 
XXIst century and "they believe that this will be 
the case if they get hold of the nuclear weapon"; 
it can therefore be already taken for granted that 
the Iranian regime, "which is what we have", 
will have nuclear bombs within 5 to 10 years, as 
"we cannot stop it from having this capability". 
The question that Europe has to answer is, 
therefore, "can you deal with this regime once it 
will have 5, 10, 50 warheads and long range 
missiles"?

The Crown Prince also expressed his belief that the current Iranian regime is arming extremist 
Sunnis and Shi'a, on both sides, in Iraq, is arming the Taliban as well as the Hezbollah - "to the 
teeth". Nonetheless, there is no military solution: "what I am trying to say is that you should do 
something", as, "we have to be honest - I don't think there is any window for us to play a role"; 
Europe -"which is currently too focused on NATO and Russia"- as well as the international 
community should really try hard to find a workable solution, as "the day Israelis feel really 
threatened, they will do what they have to do to defend their country, and without asking 
permission from  the UAE or the USA" for that matter.



Human rights and women rights

Freedom of speech and press freedom are constitutionally protected in the UAE. However, the 
legislation is judged as out-dated: the Press Act of 1980 outlines "acceptable" subjects of 
reporting and includes prison sentences for insulting the head of state or threatening the 
"national supreme interests." In 2006, the arrest of two emblematic human rights activists, one 
of whom was met by the Delegation, prompted concerns about the tactics used to silence critical 
voices. Publications aimed at the expatriates usually enjoy more flexibility in covering political 
issues, but few would go so far as to offer critical perspectives. Unlike some of its neighbours, 
which tend to block Web sites on religious / political grounds, the UAE authorities have also 
occasionally used economic pretexts.

Princess Haya with the Delegation

When this issue was raised in the UAE, the 
authorities pointed out at the model 
provided by the Dubai Technology and 
Media Free Zone. This was established in 
the year 2000 as part of realising Dubai’s 
vision to transform itself into a knowledge 
economy and it is indeed true that the Dubai 
Media Centre (DMC) has its own licensing 
bodies and is free from any central 
censorship. However, this also means that 
there is now a two-tier system of press 
freedom applied to the DMC media and the
rest of the national media.

Meeting with the Delegation, Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein indicated nevertheless that no 
model should be imposed on the UAE, as any such attempts could cause "a boomerang effect", 
and "the region does not need more violence". Instead, the model of the UAE, where "people 
have the ownership of their own lives" should be emulated. She assured Members that 
"whenever a problem arises and a finger is pointed to it, action is taken". Human Rights, as a 
concept, is more complicated than it seems, and should be examined without preconceptions: "in 
the West, the definition is not based on a tribal system / unit, [whereas] in the East, it is" ; 
"when you speak of democracy, you have to take this into account as well". Having a tribal 
system is nevertheless fully compatible with safeguarding a modern state as well; this dimension 
provides for added value in terms of culture, identification and heritage "but you don't see any 
tribes outside".

The situation of foreign workers

In a report released in November 2006, “Building Towers, Cheating Workers,” Human Rights 
Watch underlined the problems construction workers face when attempting to organise trade 
unions and to bargain collectively. The Delegation found the authorities of the UAE, at all levels 
(FNC Members or Government), very keen to discuss this issue openly and explain what steps 
had been taken to redress the problems, when recognised; the Delegation also had the 



opportunity to visit the Burj Dubai site and to discuss informally with some of the construction
workers, on the site.

Some members of the Government -as the Minister of Energy- where very frank in their 
negative approach to trade unions: "they are at the centre of the problem, not the solution" - "we
do need labour tribunals [which exist], but not trade unions". Organisations such as Human 
Rights Watch fail to acknowledge the steps taken as "if you go by them... they never like 
anything" and refuse to see that, in the UAE, "more than a hundred nationalities coexist 
peacefully": Indians, Pakistanis and others are "very happy to be here", and they find "the 
environment very attractive".

This being said, the Delegation perceived that it would be an oversimplification to state that the 
authorities respond to outside criticism by stating that "nobody is forced to remain in the UAE 
against his will" as, perhaps, in the past. New legislation that affects workers rights is drafted in 
consultation with the ILO - which then certifies that the final document respects international 
norms and standards. 

Furthermore, steps have been taken to eliminate the "labour mafia" which existed, and migrant 
workforce is now being channelled to the UAE via 2-3 certified agencies in India, in order to 
prevent abuses. UAE officials, during the talks, acknowledged that, in the past, "mistakes had 
been made" and stressed that "as a country, we are young (...) there is a lot we do not know", 
especially on how to ensure effective implementation of rules and regulations on worker's rights 
and safety at the workplace. Allowing trade unions, however, is not yet on the agenda.

Economical and financial aspects

Since the discovery of oil in the UAE more than 30 years ago, the UAE has undergone a 
profound transformation from an impoverished region of small desert principalities to a modern 
state with a high standard of living, with one of the highest GNP's per head in the world. While 
still heavily dependent on revenues from hydrocarbons the UAE is relatively well insulated 
from periods of low oil prices due to successful moves towards economic diversification, large 
foreign exchange reserves and overseas investments. 

M. Dhaen Al Hameli, Minister of Energy and OPEC 
President : "Oil Prices are out of our control"

M Dhaen Al Hameli, Minister of Energy 
and current OPEC President underlined that 
oil prices are currently determined by 
market fundamentals, and that the role of 
OPEC is just to ensure that there are no 
shortages. Expressing the same worry as 
Bahraini legislators seen earlier in the trip, 
he warned that in case the crisis with Iran 
gets out of hand, a blockage of the Ormuz 
straits -just 12kms long- could have very 
serious global consequences ("oil prices will 
more than double") and called the EU to 
exert its leverage upon the US in order to 
avert such a scenario.



As to the non-oil sectors of the UAE's economy, they presently contribute around 70 % of the 
UAE's total GDP, and about 30 % of its total exports. The UAE, a WTO member since 1995, 
has one of the most open economies in the region. Since 2005 negotiations with the United 
States on a possible free trade agreement have been going on; commenting on the state of play 
of EU-GCC FTA negotiations, he indicated that "as long as concessions are reciprocal, there 
are no problems on the UAE side" but lamented that the GCC structure does not allow for faster 
decision-making. The issue of the planned GCC single currency was raised with the Speaker, 
who confirmed that the target date is 2010, but there are criteria which some countries -as 
Oman- know already they will not meet.

On energy diversification, M. Al Hameli stressed that, contrary to the UAE with its natural 
resources, "Russia sees gas as a weapon", although Europe is probably "over- concerned with 
this problem". He reminded that "Europe is a natural market for Russia" and that "even during 
the cold war, Russia never stopped supplying Europe with gas"; furthermore, "you can't switch 
off production like that; it is expensive to stop and then re-start". 

*

* *



ANNEX I

Press Release
Delegation for Relations with the Gulf States and Yemen

DUBAI (UAE), 31 MAY. 7 members of the Delegation for Relations with the Gulf States of the 
European parliament, led by Ms Lilli Gruber (Italy), rounded up talks in the UAE today, after having 
also visited Bahrain. In the name of the Delegation, Ms GRUBER stressed that “we appreciate the 
efforts being made by the UAE and Bahrain to reconcile modernity and tradition by opening up the 
political and social systems. However, as recognized by the authorities themselves, a lot more has to be 
done to protect human and women’s rights and special attention should be given to the conditions of 
migrant workers”.

The Delegation held talks in Bahrain with several Members of the Shura and the Council of 
Representatives, including both Speakers. Members also met with several female candidates who ran 
unsuccessfully at the last general elections. For Ms Gruber, “a number of reforms have been engaged to 
modernize the political and social life. The adoption of a new constitution in 2002 and the 2006 elections 
are positive signals towards democratization. The presence of one Christian and one Jewish 
representative in the appointed Shura Council also constitutes a significant step to recognize the 
diversity of the community”. Ms. Gruber stressed also the importance of avoiding any discrimination 
based on Sunni and Shia sectarian differences.

Efforts already made concerning the empowerment of women by several nominations in key 
governmental posts and active voting rights are welcome, but should be strengthened: “We regret in 
particular the fact that only one woman succeeded to be directly elected in 2006”. Having examined this 
precise difficulty, the Delegation stresses the urgent need for the Government to raise public awareness, 
and ensure a level-playing field and adequate financial support.

In the UAE, Members met with key figures including Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan and Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein, as well as with Government Ministers, the Federal 
National Council Speaker and Parliamentarians. The Delegation was impressed by the speed of the 
UAE’s economic growth. As this is due, to a large extent, to the migrant workers, Ms Gruber stressed
that “migrant workers need better protection and particularly a legislative safety net”. In this field, 
international standards should be respected. This includes the right to belong to a trade union, enshrined 
in the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.

Finally, in both countries, MEPs discussed with their counterparts international relations issues, and 
particularly the situation in Palestine, Iran and Iraq. The main message conveyed was that the EU should 
play a more important role. As the region’s stability is directly threatened by the worsening situation in 
Iraq, most Members felt that European and Arab advice should be taken into account when devising a 
strategy on the future of a sovereign Iraq, ensuring its territorial integrity. Iran was also discussed, with 
Ms Gruber insisting that all efforts should be made to avert any military solution.

The EP Delegates stressed the importance of more frequent interparliamentary contacts, “inviting MPs 
from the UAE and Bahrain to visit us, as soon as possible, in Brussels or Strasbourg” concluded Ms 
Gruber.

The MEPs taking part in this visit are Ms Lilli GRUBER (Italy), Chair of the Delegation, Mr Tobias PFLUEGER, Vice-
President (Germany), Roberta ANASTASE (Romania), Mr Sajjad KARIM (UK), Mr Patrick LOUIS (France) and Mr Eugen 
MIHAESCU (Romania), representing different political groups across the EP spectrum.

Mrs Roberta Anastase (EPP, Romania) wishes to be dissociated from this Press Statement.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.europarl.eu.int



ANNEX II

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE GULF STATES, INCLUDING YEMEN

Working Group visit to Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates
26 - 31 May 2007

PROGRAMME 

Friday 25 May 2007
10:00-12:00 Coordination meetings with

German Presidency
Shoura Protocol
EC 

evening Start of arrival of participants in Bahrain and transfer to:

Hotel Mercure Grand Seef
PO Box 18084 Manama

Saturday 26 May
10:00 - 11:00 Briefing by

 Ambassador Jamie Bowden (UK)
 Chargé d'affaires Bernd Goehrke, (D)
 M. Bernard Savage, HoD, EC Delegation Riyadh

venue: Mercure Grand Seef 
11:30 - 13:00 Meeting with Mr Sayed Aga,

UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative,
on women empowerment projects 

13:30 free lunch 
(own expenses)

14:30 National Museum (guided visit)
17:00 Reception co-hosted by the Italian Embassy and the European Parliament 

Delegation

Sunday 27 May
08:45 - 09:15 Meeting with H.E. Ali Salih al Salih, 

Chairman of Shura Council
09:25 - 10:00 Meeting with M. Kahlid Hussain Al Maskati, Head of the Finance and 

Economical Committee of the Shura Council, and Members of the Committee
10:10 - 10:40 Meeting with M. Abdulrahman Mohamed Jamsheer Head of the Foreign 

Affairs and Defence, National Security Committee of the Shura Council and 
Members of the Committee, including Dr Shaikh Khalid Bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa

10:50 - 11:15 Meeting with Dr Abdul Aziz Hassan Ali Abul, Head of the Financial & 
economic committee of the Council of Representatives, and Members of the 



Committee
11:30 – 12:40 Meeting with Sheikh Adel Abdul Rahman al Moawda, Head of the Foreign 

Affairs and Defence Committee of the Council of Representatives and 
Members of the Committee

12:50 - 13:20 Meeting with H.E. Khalifa al Dhaahrami,
Chairman of Council of Representatives

13:30 - 15:00 Reception hosted by 
H.E. Chairman of the Shura Council and
H.E. Chairman of Council of Representatives
Venue : Sheraton Hotel

16:00 Bahrain Financial Harbour
20:30 flight to Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates)                
22:45 arrival in Abu Dhabi and check-in at

Sheraton Abu Dhabi Hotel & Resort,
Corniche Road, PO Box 640
Tel +971-2-677 3333 Arab Emirates 

Monday 28 May      United Arab Emirates (Abu Dhabi)
07:30 – 08:10 Working breakfast with

 Deputy Head of Mission Oliver Owczaryszek (D)
 M. Bernard Savage, HoD, EC Delegation Riyadh

venue: Sheraton Abu Dhabi, Il Paradiso
08:30 Meeting with HE Mohammed bin Dhaen Al Hameli

Minister of Energy
09:30 Briefing on the overall development of Abu Dhabi, Emirates Palace

Abu Dhabi 2016 - presentation by Mohammed Al Mazrouei, Vice Chairman, 
Executive Affairs Authority

10:45 - 11:10 The Future of the Urban Planning Policy for the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, by 
Flah Al Ahbabi, associate Director of Urban Planning

11:30 - 12:10 Exchange of views on the Al Masdar initiative (renewable energy) with 
Sultan Al Jaber, CEO Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company 

12:10 - 12:30 Guided tour of the Saadiyat Island display by Ms Rita Aoun, Abu Dhabi 
Tourism Authority Representative

12:50 Meeting with Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Federal Minister for 
Higher Education and Scientific Research, in presence of Federal Council 
Members
venue: Majlis of Sheikh Nahyan

14:00 Interparliamentary meeting with Federal National Council Members 
15:30 Visit of the FNC and Introduction in the working methods and structure
16:30 Zayed University : meeting with Dr Sulaiman Al Jassim, Vice Pdt

Dr Muir, Provost
Roundtable discussion with professors and students

20:00 Reception co-hosted by the EP Parliamentary Delegation and the German 
Presidency

venue: Officers Club

Tuesday 29 May                                     United Arab Emirates
                                       (Abu Dhabi / Dubai)



09:15 leave for Dubai [160 kms by road]
12:00 Working lunch with 

Civil society 

Mr Walter Leuchs, German Presidency representative in Abu Dhabi

Venue: Park Hyatt Traiteur
14:00 – 15:00 Meeting with Mr Abdul Aziz Al Ghureir

Federal National Council Speaker
Venue: Citibank Building

15:30–16:00 Meeting with HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein
Convention Center Building, 5th Floor

18:30 – 20:00 Meeting with

HH Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi

Wednesday 30 May                                                                                                 Dubai
10 :00 Meeting with Mr. Saeed Al Muntafiq, Head of Tatweer, Dubai Holding
11:30 meeting with

Mrs Habiba Al Marashi
Chair, Emirates Environmental Group
Venue: Emirates Tower Hotel

12:00 Working lunch with
Federal Minister for FNC Affairs Anwar Gargash and
Labour Affairs Committee Members

15:00 – 16:30 Gulf Research Center
Oud Metha Tower, Sheikh Rashid Road

17:30 - 18:30 Helicopter tour: overview of the construction activities / expansion of the city 
of Dubai

19:30 – 22:00 European Song Night, hosted by the German Presidency
Meridien

Thursday 31 May United Arab Emirates (Dubai)
10:00 Meeting with Mr. Mohammed Al Abbar, Director General of the Department 

of Economic Development of the Emirate of Dubai
11:15 Burj Dubai construction site:

visit of the site

Informal discussion on related issues, including about the work force.

13:30 Working lunch with Mrs Raja Al Gurg
UAE Businesswomen
Emirates Towers

15:00 – 15:30 Return to Park Hyatt. End of programme for Members.
14:00 - 18:00 Secretariat: Press Release (Park Hyatt Hotel)

Friday 1 June
10:00 - 12:00 Final debriefing with the Dubai Executive Council in presence of the German 

presidency and M. Savage, Head of EU Delegation Riyadh
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Members (6) Group Country

Ms GRUBER, Lilli, Chair
    Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs

PSE Italy

Mr PFLUGER, Tobias, 1st Vice-Chair
     Committee on Foreign Affairs

GUE Germany

Mr KARIM, Sajjad
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 Committee on Foreign Affairs

EPP-DE Romania

Mr LOUIS, Patrick
 Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

IND/DEM France

Mr MIHĂESCU, Eugen
 Committee on Foreign Affairs

ITS Romania

EPP-DE Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) and European Democrats
PSE Group of the Party of European Socialists
ALDE Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
GUE/NGL Confederal Group of the European United Left / Nordic Green Left
IND/DEM Independence & Democracy Group
ITS Independence, Tradition and Sovereignty Group 

General Secretariat of the European Parliament, DG External Policies 

Mr  Jean-Louis BERTON Head of Unit France

Mr  Philippe     KAMARIS
    

Administrator France

Ms Alida          NADEJDE Administrator Romania

European Commission Delegation, Riyadh

Mr Bernard SAVAGE Head of Delegation UK

Political groups staff 

Ms Radostina MUTAFCHIEVA Political Advisor PSE Bulgaria

Interpreters

Ms  Vera         NOFAL Jordanian
Ms  Rima        REYMOND Swiss
Ms Margarete  REIS-EMRICH German
Ms Annette     STACHOWSKI German
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