
25. Proposes that manufacturers should only supply to surgeons who are included in the European
register; an independent monitoring body should monitor this and the results of the monitoring should
be published;

26. Also calls for a sound certification procedure for practitioners, so as to reduce the damage to health
as a result of incorrect operations;

27. Considers that, together with the liability of manufacturers of implants, guarantees for patients in
respect of surgeons and clinics should be laid down;

28. Suggests that the cost of breast implants should include the following: a meeting before the oper-
ation with the surgeon involved; clear informed discussion of the implications of breast implant oper-
ations, as well as the alternatives available, with a properly trained and accredited independent counsellor
with no financial interest in the patient’s final decision; a cooling-off period of no less than four to six
weeks; detailed pre-implant case history; post-implant counselling and periodic reviews;

29. Believes that there must be comprehensive international lists of specialist medical practitioners in
plastic surgery and that this specialist area must, moreover, extend to breast implant surgery and include
expertise in the removal of old and defective implants;

30. Urges the Member States to carry out thorough and frequent inspections, particularly in the case of
private clinics that perform breast implant operations, using national/regional public health inspectors;

31. Calls on the Commission to undertake a review of national measures adopted in relation to this
Communication within three years;

32. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, Commission and the parliaments of
the Member States.

P5_TA(2003)0064

Human rights in Kazakhstan and Central Asia

European Parliament resolution on Kazakhstan

The European Parliament,

� having regard to its previous resolutions on Kazakhstan,

� having regard to the European Union’s Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) with Kazakh-
stan, which was signed on 23 January 1995 and entered into force on 1 July 1999,

� having regard to the Commission’s Central Asia Strategy Paper 2002-2006 and Indicative Programme
2002-2004,

� having regard to the conclusions of the fourth meeting of the Cooperation Council between the EU
and Kazakhstan,

� having regard to the EU statements on the case of the journalist Sergei Duvanov,

A. stressing that respect for human rights, democracy and the rule of law is a fundamental element of the
EU-Kazakhstan Partnership and Cooperation agreement, upon which the development of future
relations will be based,

B. having regard to the recent creation of a national human rights institution in Kazakhstan and to the
fact that Kazakhstan ratified the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment in 1998,

C. whereas there is an increasing number of instances of intimidation and persecution of the press, the
political opposition and religious minorities in Kazakhstan,
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D. whereas a leading independent journalist and editor of a human rights bulletin, Sergei Duvanov, has
been sentenced to three and a half years imprisonment despite many irregularities in the investigation
and a lack of adequate legal defence during his trial, casting doubt on the decision of the court,

E. whereas Sergei Duvanov was arrested on 28 October 2002, the day before he was due to tour the
USA to speak on press freedom in Kazakhstan, on charges relating to sexual offences with a minor
which were based on dubious evidence,

F. whereas Sergei Duvanov had previously been charged with ‘insulting the honour and dignity of the
President’ on 9 July 2002, in connection with an Internet article implicating government officials in
financial crimes, and was assaulted by three unidentified men and subsequently hospitalised on
28 August 2002, an incident which the authorities failed to investigate properly,

G. whereas the chief editor of Respublika Weekly, Irina Petrushova, has been sentenced to one and a half
years imprisonment and is now facing three new criminal charges,

H. whereas Mukhtar Ablyazov and Galymzhan Zhakiyanov, opposition leaders of the Democratic Choice
of Kazakhstan, were sentenced to six and seven years’ imprisonment respectively in July and August
2002 on politically motivated charges relating to so-called ‘abuse of office’ and ‘misappropriation of
state funds’,

I. whereas in order to be registered, political parties must have not less than 50 000 citizens’ signatures,
and all non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in Kazakhstan must now be registered with the auth-
orities, with criminal charges being brought against those who fail to register,

J. whereas under the new Constitution adopted in 1995 the President can legislate by decree and domi-
nate the legislature and acts of the judiciary,

1. Expresses its great concern over the investigation, trial and sentencing of Sergei Duvanov and calls in
consequence for his immediate release;

2. Calls on the Kazakhstan authorities to carry out an independent investigation into the case of Sergei
Duvanov, as well as those of the two opposition leaders Mukhtar Ablyazov and Galymzhan Zhakiyanov,
and to make this information publicly available;

3. Calls on the Kazakhstan authorities to provide regular and open information on the status of all
ongoing judicial cases;

4. Urges Kazakhstan to bring the legal framework of its national human rights institutions into con-
formity with international standards, in particular the Paris Principles relating to the Status and Function-
ing of National Institutions for Protection and Promotion of Human Rights, endorsed by the UN General
Assembly in 1993;

5. Condemns the fact that the crime of torture remains undefined in the Criminal Code and that the
widespread practice of torture and other forms of cruel treatment by law enforcement officials persists;

6. Regrets the fact that the powers of the new Ombudsman for human rights are very restricted and
asks that the presidential decree on which this national human rights institution is based be replaced by an
improved law, to be adopted by the parliament as soon as possible;

7. Urges the government and parliament of Kazakhstan to review their decision on the registration of
political parties and NGOs;

8. Urges the government of Kazakhstan to invite the opposition to start a dialogue on ways and means
of overcoming the existing conflict;
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9. Calls on the Council and the Commission to raise firmly the question of respect for human rights at
the next Cooperation Council meeting, linking progress in this field to the further implementation of the
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, and to strengthen TACIS democracy programmes for Kazakhstan,
aiming, in particular, at strengthening and developing democratic institutions, independent media and the
fight against corruption;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, the OSCE, the Council of Europe and the government of Kazakhstan.

P5_TA(2003)0065

Venezuela

European Parliament resolution on the situation in Venezuela

The European Parliament,

� having regard to its previous resolutions on Venezuela and to its resolution of 15 May 2002 on the
second European, Latin-American and Caribbean Summit (1),

� having regard to the statement by the Presidency of 23 December 2002 on the internal situation in
Venezuela,

� having regard to the Organisation of American States’ (OAS) Inter-American Democratic Charter,

� having regard to the OAS resolution of 16 December 2002,

A. whereas the recent political, economic and social developments in Venezuela have run counter to the
peaceful and democratic coexistence of the citizens and the institutions, and have given rise to con-
siderable concern, both internally and internationally, regarding the need to consolidate democracy,
respect for fundamental rights and the rule of law,

B. whereas the Forum for Negotiation and Agreements, the secretariat of the OAS and the ‘Group of
Friends of Venezuela’ (Brazil, Chile, Spain, the US, Mexico and Portugal) are making useful contribu-
tions to the search for a viable situation to the crisis in Venezuela,

C. whereas the European Parliament has, in general and from the outset, played the role of an intermedi-
ary and facilitator of dialogue, working for peaceful, negotiated solutions to latent conflicts at inter-
national level, particularly in Latin America,

D. whereas the only way out of political stagnation, if there is to be economic progress and equitable
social development in Venezuela, is to persist in an open, sincere and constructive dialogue involving
all the sectors concerned, on a basis of full respect for democracy, the Constitution, the rule of law
and national sovereignty,

1. Deplores the acts of violence which have occurred and expresses its sympathy for the relatives of all
the victims;

2. Expresses its support for the efforts made by the Forum for Negotiation and Agreements and the
OAS Secretariat, backed up by the ‘Group of Friends’, towards creating the conditions for dialogue and
national reconciliation;

3. Calls on the Government of Venezuela and the other national institutions, the opposition and, in
particular, the Democratic Coordination, the political parties and the public to seek a dialogue-based,
peaceful, constitutional and democratic solution to the crisis which will allow Venezuela to resume its
previous rhythm of economic and social development, thus returning to the path of stability and the
consolidation of democracy and respect for human rights, the rule of law and national sovereignty;

(1) P5_TA(2002)0242.
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