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Introduction

The 11th Interparliamentary Meeting between the European Parliament and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia was held in Brussels on 28-29 May 2013. The meeting took place between
the European Parliament's Delegation for relations with the Arab Peninsula and Members
of the Majlis Ash-Shura of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It aimed to discuss political,
economic and cultural relations between the European Union and Saudi Arabia. The
discussions took place in an open and frank atmosphere and allowed to deepen the
political dialogue between Parliamentarians from both sides. Parts of the meetings were
attended by Elmar Brok, Chair of the European Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee,
Barbara Lochbihler, Chair of the European Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights,
Ana Gomes, Member of the European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs and
rapporteur of the report on Saudi Arabia, and several Members of the Committee for
International Trade.

Relations between the EU and Saudi Arabia

The EU and its Member States established formal bilateral relations with the countries of
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in 1988 through the signing of a Cooperation
Agreement. It aims to contribute to strengthening stability in a region of strategic
importance and to facilitate political, trade and economic relations. Furthermore,
cooperation shall be strengthened in sectors such as energy, industry, services, agriculture,
fisheries, investment, science, technology and environment. Both sides are committed to
negotiations towards a Free Trade Agreement.

During the meeting, members of both sides stressed the importance of good relations
between the EU and Saudi Arabia, both, bilaterally and in the global context. For Mr
Alhusseini, Member of the Shura Council and head of the Saudi delegation, the EU is an
important model especially concerning regional, economic and monetary integration. He
also considers cooperation in the areas of trade, investment and energy as vital. While
underlining that Saudi Arabia would like to learn from the experience of EU integration
and deepen relations, Mrs Arrayed, Member of the Shura Council, stressed that the EU
should refrain from giving lessons. It should also do more to better understand the Saudi
system and respect the differences in values and traditions. Mr Alharthi, Member of the
Shura Council, called for the strenghtening of international cooperation regarding the
conflict in Syria and the support for the Syrian refugees. Furthermore, the discussions
about the post-Assad regime need to be deepened.

Mr Elmar Brok, Chair of the European Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee, welcomed
the visit of the Saudi delegation, underlining that parliamentary dialogue is important to
complement traditional diplomatic relations. Despite the existing differences, the EU and
the Arab Peninsula need to find ways to strengthen their relations, since cooperation on
questions of common interest is vital, such as the conflicts in Syria and the Middle East, Iran
and its nuclear programme, trade with oil and gas and human rights.

Mrs Ana Gomes, Member of the European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs,
informed that she had been appointed rapporteur on Saudi Arabia. She welcomed the
opportunity to meet and learn from Members of the Majlis Ash-Shura and stated that the
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fact that the European Parliament will adopt a report on Saudi Arabia reflects the
importance of the country, not only in terms of its bilateral relations with the EU but also
regarding its important role for the whole region. She raised questions about the internal
reform process in Saudi Arabia, the role and participation of women in public life, the high
number of social media users, human rights, economic issues and the regional context,
referring to Syria, Iran, Iraq, Bahrain, the Arab Spring and the Middle East Peace Process.

Mr John O'Rourke, Head of division, Arab Peninsula, Iran and Iraq, European External
Action Service, described the relations between the EU and Saudi Arabia as very positive.
As examples of good cooperation he mentioned the brokering of the transition in Yemen
and the conflict in Syria. Yet, there is scope for improvement in many areas such as
maritime security, the fight against, and prevention of terrorism, the reduction of weapons
of mass destruction, climate change, transport, energy, water management, the
development of the industrial tissue, and small and medium enterprises. He also stressed
the importance and universality of human rights and stated that the EU wishes to increase
the dialogue with Saudi Arabia on this.

During the discussion, Members of the European Parliament raised the issue of the
freedom of religion (Mr Speroni), same-sex marriages (Mr Wlosowicz), the concern about
the rise of Islamophoic sentiments in Europe and the importance of mutual dialogue,
respect and tolerance (Mr Garcés Ramón).

EU-GCC economic relations - state of play and prospects

Since the signing of the Cooperation Agreement in 1988, the trade flows between the EU
and the GCC have been increasing. The GCC is the EU's fifth largest export market and the
EU is the GCC's second biggest trading partner after Japan.

Up until now, GCC countries benefit from the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP),
which allows exporters from developing countries to pay lower duties on their exports to
the EU. This gives them vital access to EU markets and contributes to their economic
growth. From 1 January 2014, following a reform of the GSP, the GCC and several other
countries will not benefit from the scheme any longer, since the GSP will focus on the
countries most in need.

In the Cooperation Agreement, both parties agreed to enter into negotiations on a free
trade agreement (FTA). Negotiations have started and been suspended several times.

According to Sofia Munoz, Deputy Head of the South Mediterranean and Middle East Unit,
DG Trade, European Commission, the conclusion of an FTA would be beneficial for both
sides. According to her, 90 % of the negotiations have been concluded and the only open
issue is the prohibition of export duties. She underlined that the EU remains committed to
concluding the agreement. For Mr Alhusseini, the negotiations of the FTA have been a
complete failure. According to him, the prohibition of export duties was just a minor issue
which should not block the whole agreement from entering into force.

While Mr Alhusseini criticised the EU's decision to exclude the GCC countries from the
Generalised System of Preferences, Mrs Munoz clarified that the reform should neither be
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considered as a punishment nor as a response to the blocking of the FTA negotiations. The
reason for the exclusion is the GSP's new focus on the poorest countries. Given their high
Gross Domestic Product, the GCC and other countries do not need this preferential
treatment anymore.

Dialogue on recent political developments in Saudi Arabia and the countries of the
Gulf Cooperation Council

Barbara Lochbihler, Chair of the European Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights,
recalled that the European Parliament attaches great importance to the respect of human
rights. She recognised that Saudi Arabia made some progress but underlined that much
remained to be done. She recommended the country to ratify several UN Conventions and
to allow the existence of free trade unions and civil society organisations. Furthermore, the
rights of migrant workers need to be improved. She recalled the European Parliament's
opposition to the death penalty in all cases and under all circumstances and called on
Saudi Arabia to review its laws in this respect. As far as women's rights are concerned, Mrs
Lochbihler welcomed the latest developments, namely the recent appointment of the first
female members to the Consultative Council, the permission for women to practice law,
the campaign against domestic abuse and the possibility for women to vote in municipal
elections in 2015. She encouraged the Saudi interlocutors to push for further reforms and
admitted that women's rights also still need to be improved in the EU.

The members of the Saudi delegation stressed that Saudi Arabia has made significant
progress over the past years and that this should be taken into consideration when
judging their country. According to Mrs Arrayed, the empowerment of women has started
years ago when the education system was opened for women, and King Abdullah has
taken several initiatives to continue this process. She informed that the Saudi Constitution
does provide for the protection of human rights and criticised the EU and NGOs for basing
their negative judgements on biased media reports, which often lack objective
information. Mrs Alharbi clarified that that NGOs do have the right to exist but stressed
that their intentions are often unconstitutional and that this is why they are sometimes
shut down. As far as death penalty is concerned, she stated that the EU should refrain from
trying to impose its model on the whole world and underlined that Saudi Arabia cannot
abolish it since it is based on a religious text. According to Mr Alhusseini, Saudi Arabia does
respect different believes and is modernising its society. Yet, the speed of reforms should
be slow since otherwise it could fire back as is the case in other countries.
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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB PENINSULA

11th European Parliament-Majlis Ash-Shura of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Interparliamentary Meeting

Brussels, 28-29 May 2013

Agenda

Tuesday, 28 May 2013, room ASP 5E2

16.15-16.30 Introductory remarks by Mr Holger Krahmer, Vice-Chair of the
Delegation for Relations with the Arab Peninsula, and Mr Saleh Eid
AlHusseini, Member of the Majlis Ash-Shura of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia

16.30-18.00 Relations between the EU and Saudi Arabia
in the presence of Mr Elmar Brok, Chair of the European Parliament's
Foreign Affairs Committee, Ms Ana Gomes, Member of the European
Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs and rapporteur of the report
on Saudi Arabia, H.E. Mr Faisal H. Trad, Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Saudi Arabia to Belgium and
Luxembourg, and Mr John O'Rourke, Head of division, Arab Peninsula,
Iran and Iraq, European External Action Service

18.00-18.30 Ways and means to enhance cooperation between the Saudi
Arabian Shura Council and the European Parliament

Wednesday, 29 May 2013, room ASP 5E2

09.00-10.00 EU-GCC economic relations - state of play and prospects
in the presence of Ms Sofia Munoz, Deputy Head of the South
Mediterranean and Middle East Unit, DG Trade, European Commission,
and members of the Committee for International Trade (tbc)

10.00-11.00 Dialogue on recent political developments in Saudi Arabia and the
countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council
in the presence of Ms Barbara Lochbihler, Chair of the European
Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights
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11th IPM European Parliament - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

28-29 May 2013 - Composition of the Saudi Delegation

Name Position

H.E. Mr Saleh Eid ALHUSSEINI Member of Shura Council

H.E. Dr Zuhair Fahad ALHARTHI Member of Shura Council

H.E. Dr Thuraya Ibrahim ARRAYED Member of Shura Council

H.E. Dr Dalal Mukhlid ALHARBI Member of Shura Council

Mr Khalid Mohammed ALMANSOUR Director of the Office of the Parliamentary Division

Mr Mansour Hamad ALHAMLAN Protocol

Mr Mishal Abdulrahman ALSHALAN Legal Research in Parliamentary Unit

Mr Faisal Mohammed ALSHEDDY Media Editor


