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INTRODUCTION

The conditions in which the European Parliament Delegation for relations with the
Palestinian Legislative Council (DPLC) prepared for this latest visit were as bleak as ever.
Following the disappointment of not being able to carry out its planned visit to Gaza at the
end of October 2012 for security reasons, the delegation set out an ambitious programme to
be carried out in East Jerusalem and the West Bank in spring 2013. The programme was
strengthened by a Palestinian coalition invitation to an international meeting on
‘Freedom/Dignity’ in Ramallah on 27 and 28 April, on the situation of Palestinian prisoners.
The conditions are bleak, because the feeling that they are getting nowhere exasperates the
Palestinians and their supporters. There is a feeling that the vote at the UN General Assembly,
on ... October 2012, has had no effect on the behaviour of the Israelis, in spite of the fact that
support for them is very weak. Instead, as a ‘punishment’ for such a display of audacity, the
opposite has occurred, with the Israeli authorities withholding taxes collected for the
Palestinians.
With the chaos that reigns in the greater region and the deep crisis in Syria, the plight of the
Palestinian people is no longer a central issue in the region.
The latest elections in Israel and the resulting coalition, formed after difficult negotiations, fail
to inspire optimism. The re-elected Prime Minister now has even less room for manoeuvre.
And yet another example of the bleak conditions is the fact that President Obama’s visit to the
region was perceived more as an opportunity to ease relations with Israel than as a step on the
road to peace.
Israel and Palestine are passing the ball back and forth with more or less obvious bad faith.
The internal Palestinian reconciliation process is going nowhere: announcements of elections
and the formation of governments follow one after the other in vain.
Disappointment with the European Union is commensurate with the level of undoubtedly
illusory expectations: while the Palestinians are not against fine words, they want action. We
have heard this message repeated over and over again.
The fact that Europe is content to merely ‘pay’ is often perceived as an admission of its own
powerlessness.
In the absence of a mediator, the delegation has seen the Quartet go round in circles over the
past number of years.

The regular violations of international law are part of a strategy by the Israeli authorities to
break down the will of the Palestinians, with near indifference and total impunity.
Any prospect of withdrawal is slipping away even further with the continued expansion of
illegal Israeli settlements in the Palestinian areas in East Jerusalem and the West Bank.
The violence brought by the new settlers makes life more difficult for the Palestinian people
and destroys any possibility of economic recovery.
Nevertheless, the Palestinians are still united over one sensitive issue: the situation of
prisoners. This is understandable given that 20 % of the population are or have been
incarcerated in Israeli prisons. Abuse of the administrative detention procedure and prison
conditions have provoked strong reactions among Palestinian prisoners and have led to
occasionally fatal hunger strikes.

With the agreement of the Conference of Presidents, allowing it to travel to Ramallah two
days earlier for the conference on Prisoners, the delegation prepared a particularly busy
schedule.
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A working group of the DPLC, led by its Chair, Emer Costello (S&D, IE), travelled to East
Jerusalem and the West Bank from 27 April to 2 May 2013. The group included Véronique de
Keyser (S&D, BE), Alexandra Thein (ALDE, DE), Nicole Kiil-Nielsen (Greens, F) and
Georgios Toussas (GUE, GR).

Objective: participate in the ‘Freedom/Dignity’ meeting dedicated to Palestinian prisoners,
review the situation with the Palestinian authorities (government and leaders of the PLC)
and assess the situation on the ground (in the north, in Jenin, in the south in Hebron, and in
the east in the Jordan Valley and East Jerusalem)

I. FREEDOM AND DIGNITY:
THE UNIFYING MESSAGE OF THE PALESTINIAN PRISONERS

By way of anecdote, the delegation experienced pre-trial detention first-hand upon its arrival
at Ben Gurion. Vice-President Isabelle Durant and a young Palestinian intern at the
Palestinian embassy in Brussels were held for several hours at the airport (four and six hours,
respectively) for questioning and identity checks.
The other members of the delegation waited at the airport to support their colleagues until
they were ‘released’.

The international meeting on Palestinian prisoners held on 27-28 April in Ramallah, on the
invitation of the Palestinian leadership, was an important event for a number of reasons.
Firstly, it coincided with the 11th anniversary of the arrest of Marwan Barghouti, a Palestinian
political figure and the first elected representative of the PLC to be imprisoned. It served as a
powerful example of Palestinian unity, which has suffered so many setbacks, by temporarily
setting aside political differences and uniting Palestinians through their common experience,
and as a powerful symbol of the resistance against the occupation. Finally, the choice of the
title ‘Freedom/Dignity’ perfectly illustrates the purpose of this resistance and is an appeal for
the support of the international community.

The European Parliament was particularly well represented in this regard,
with Vice-President Isabelle Durant, acting on behalf of the President of the European
Parliament, the working group of the delegation led by Emer Costello, as well as other current
and former members.

On the Palestinian side, there were the leaders of the Palestinian Authority (President Abbas
was out of the country), ministers, political party leaders, members of the PLC and the
Palestinian National Council, union leaders, members of civil society, and former prisoners (a
category that included many of the participants).
Delegations from various countries travelled to Ramallah to show their support.
It should be noted that there was strong media coverage of the meeting and that the debates
were broadcast in the prisons.

The conference was divided into three major themes: the situation of Palestinian prisoners
(legal and political aspects), internal reconciliation and Palestine’s request to the UN. Official
speeches and personal accounts were given one after the other.



CR\938648EN 5/23 EP505.114v01-00

Isabelle Durant, acting on behalf of the President of the European Parliament, Martin Schulz,
and Emer Costello, Chair of the delegation, presented the position of the EU and of
Parliament, calling for respect for the law and a political solution recognising the rights of the
Palestinians to self-determination and an end to the occupation. They cited the European
Parliament resolution of 14 March 2013 calling for a fact-finding mission to Palestine.

Although the number of Palestinians held in Israeli prisons has fallen (to approximately 4 800
in February 2013), violations of international treaties continue with the abuse of the
administrative detention procedure, imprisonment of women and children, poor prison
conditions, torture and ill-treatment, and inadequate medical treatment (resulting in two
deaths).

The debate was essentially political, emphasising the importance of the prisoners as a symbol
of the resistance by the people against the occupation. Prime Minister Salam Fayyad clearly
stated that ‘the prisoners are the conscience of a justice that must be done’. Once again:
Freedom and dignity.

For more than 10 years, the prisoners have highlighted the need for Palestinians to remain
united and stand together in their pursuit of freedom (see the document on national
conciliation adopted in 2006 by the prisoners’ movement on the initiative of Marwan
Barghouti). Véronique de Keyser called on the current political leaders to act in the spirit of
that declaration.
The delegation did not have the opportunity to enter into detailed discussions with the
representatives of Hamas. It notes, once again, the gulf of misunderstanding between the
major political parties and deplores the consequences thereof.
The general hunger strikes in 2012 and 2013, and the agreement reached with the Israeli
Prison Service on 14 May 2012, have demonstrated the strength of the prisoners’ movement.

Discussions were held on the best way forward for the popular resistance movement. While
there was support for peaceful resistance, this strategy may have its limitations in the face of
the ‘harassment’ and the ‘civil violence of Israel’.
The experiences of former fellow prisoners of Nelson Mandela were noted.
The request to the UN and the vote by the General Assembly in October 2012 have shown
their limits: the economic reprisals still suffered by the Palestinian people are a truly shocking
reaction to a peaceful and legitimate request made within the community of states.

Rather than a general boycott on Israeli products as advocated by the BDS movement, the EU
has opted for a targeted legal approach: identifying and excluding products manufactured in
illegal Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territories from tax exemptions. Consumers must
be informed of the origin of products.

Other initiatives were also suggested: an international network of members of parliament will
be set up and expanded in order to support Palestinian prisoners.
The EU plans to establish a dialogue on prisoners within the context of an informal working
group.
An international conference on legal and human rights issues is due to be held soon.
Not all the players have the same freedom to take action. Political and institutional actors are
subject to greater restrictions than community activists.
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However, they are united by a single objective: Freedom/Dignity and an end to the
occupation.

The presence of the European Parliament representatives was noted and appreciated.

The Vice-President, Isabelle Durant, and the Chair of the delegation, Emer Costello, voiced
their thoughts at the final press conference. The delegation issued an initial press release.

The following day, the delegation gathered further information from two NGOs that are
particularly active in this area: Addameer and Defence Children International. More personal
accounts were gathered from family members of prisoners and expressions of mutual support
were given. The NGOs have high expectations for Parliament’s fact-finding mission.

II. FREEDOM/DIGNITY: THE DETERMINATION OF PALESTINIAN
POLITICAL LEADERS

The delegation observed a common determination, albeit marked on occasion by a certain
fatalism, in its discussions with political leaders, be they members of the Government
(ministers or appointed governors) or elected members of the PLC or of local authorities. The
real desire behind the words of the Palestinian leaders is to continue the resistance in order to
put an end to the occupation.

- The EU’s representative reports on the state of play (28 April 2013, East Jerusalem):
John Gatt-Rutter gave a realistic and factual assessment of the current state of play. In
particular:
- the Palestinians ‘want the support of the Americans’; this is therefore an opportunity that
John Kerry must seize.
- The EU has an opportunity to make a difference by supporting the development of
institutional structures and keeping up the pressure on the settlements and identifying their
products.
Emer Costello added that pressure should also be put on the EU Member States in this regard.

- The outgoing Prime Minister, Salam Fayyad (28 April 2013, Ramallah)
Two key words: Reunification and legitimacy. There is no other way.
Every political party must assume its responsibilities. A clear basis for action is needed.
In this regard, the role of the President is essential.
The state is accountable to the people with regard to finances, social security and so on, not
the political parties (in response to a question from Véronique de Keyser).
The right to life, the duty to resist must be expressed peacefully.
The Prime Minister will act in a calm and determined manner.
A linguistic misunderstanding illustrated the communication difficulties: while the Prime
Minister may have resigned officially (démissionné in French), he is not resigned (résigné) to
the situation.
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- The Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Amir Jaradat (Ramallah, 27 April)
In the absence of the Minister, Riad Malki, who was unable to attend due to a meeting with
the Arab League in Washington.
The message was clear. The Palestinian Authority pledges its good faith: it will stop making
representations to the UN and referring matters to the International Criminal Court, it
advocates non-violent resistance, it is prepared to exchange territories, it is in favour of
international forces being present at the borders, and it continues to trust the Americans.

- Fatah leaders (Ramallah, 27-28 April)
Nabil Shaath, International Relations Officer, Member of the Central Committee
A well-known figure on the international scene, he remains in favour of the two-state
solution. He is of the view that the differences between the parties are lessening. He confirms
the role of the United States, alongside which the EU could play its part: it is for the
Europeans to convince him of that.

- Mustafa Barghouti, Fatah/Hamas mediator,
Secretary General of the Palestinian Initiative, member of the PLC
Israel is the only beneficiary of division among Palestinians.
The EU must support the move towards Palestinian unity.
Three key points were emphasised: two states based on the 1967 borders, non-violent popular
resistance and elections.
Great care should be taken with regard to the type of information provided to the Jewish
diaspora.

- Interparliamentary meeting: the elected representatives of the Palestinian Legislative
Council (Ramallah, 28 April) join forces
It was easier to find common ground in the absence of Hamas representatives. The leader of
the Fatah group, Azzam al-Ahmad, the Chair of the Political Committee, Abdullah Abdullah
(Fatah), and their four colleagues are regular and well-known partners of the delegation. They
did not propose a new way forward, but confirmed their commitment. Above all, they wished
to listen to and inspire the European elected representatives.
Some of the members would meet again with the delegation later on in the programme.

- Meetings with the governors, representatives of the Palestinian Authority in the
districts
- Jordan Valley (29 April), in the east:
Meetings with the Governor of Jericho, Majed Fitiami, and the Governor of Tubas, Marwan
Tubasi. At the heart of Area C, 87 % of the valley is under Israeli control.

- Jenin, in the north (30 April):
Meeting with the Governor, Talel Bwiket, accompanied by a large delegation of elected
representatives and community leaders.
The governor gave a very long and very political speech and demonstrated great pleasure at
meeting a delegation from ‘Europe’.
Nicole Kiil-Nielsen welcomed the governor’s tribute to the role of women, especially as there
were far fewer women than men present.
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- Hebron, in the south (1 May):
Meeting with the Governor, Kamel Hamed
A complex district spread across the three areas, A, B and C. Hebron city is divided into H1
and H2, where coexistence with the Israeli settlers is particularly difficult.

- Bethlehem, close to Hebron (1 May):
Meeting with the new mayor, Vera Mousa Baboun.

- Jerusalem (1 May):
Meeting with the Governor of Jerusalem, Adnan Husseini, who illustrated, along with the
other guest present at the dinner-debate, the difficulties faced by Palestinians living in
Jerusalem (East).

The willingness of all of these leaders to meet with the European Parliament delegation
provided a clear indication of the gravity of the situation, which was largely confirmed by the
visits and commentaries on the ground.

III. FREEDOM AND DIGNITY: A PROGRESSIVELY WORSENING SITUATION
AND THE DIFFICULTIES FACED BY THE POPULAR RESISTANCE

Consulting the DPLC’s archives is not for the faint-hearted. The reports on the delegation’s
visits to the West Bank and Jerusalem (leaving Gaza aside for the moment), over the past five
years, make for grim reading.
The various measures taken by the Israeli authorities in terms of urban planning, new
settlement building, evictions, demolitions, road transport infrastructure and land
confiscations were not the result of chance. While often masked as security measures, they
are, in reality, part of an Israeli strategy to evacuate and take over the territory.
This is particularly true for territories that are located close to sensitive areas, such as the
green line (in the west, Tulkarem, Qalqilya, East Jerusalem), or close to the border with
Jordan (Jordan Valley).
The delegation’s aim in visiting various sites on the ground was to understand and report on
the new reality.

a) An unlikely Area C: survival in the Jordan Valley
The report on the DPLC’s visit in April 2012 to the West Bank mentions ‘a West Bank Area
C: a de facto annex of the Israeli terrritory’ (pp. 3 to 6). Nothing new there.
In April 2013, the districts of Tubas and Jericho were forced to witness the damage caused
in this large sun-drenched area of the Jordan Valley where water reaches only a few areas
approved by the occupying power.
Area C covers 85 % of the West Bank. Eighty-seven per cent of the Jordan Valley is occupied
by the Israelis, with an almost equal number of settlers and Palestinians.
The few Bedouin people who have resisted expulsion have to travel for miles in search of
water, which they can hear running in the pipes underfoot, in the direction of the brand-new
settlements.
The day of our visit, along with their livestock, they were forced to leave their tents for
36 hours, due to a military exercise, while the settlers in the surrounding hills were allowed to
stay.
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Let us hope that the environmentalists are not anti-military, since military zones are often also
classed as conservation areas. It is not clear to the delegation exactly which species require
protection.
The area is gradually being confiscated, along with its means of survival: water, agriculture
and livestock breeding. Access to the Dead Sea is restricted. Local tourism is being sabotaged
by the Israeli authorities and signs in Arabic are disappearing.
Alexandra Thein mentioned certain Israeli businesses established in the illegal settlements
close to the Dead Sea in Areva, such as Areva Cosmetics and Areva Export Growers (which
try to bypass labelling rules by selling strawberries labelled ‘Palestine’).

In the north, the situation in Jenin is no different.
Two noteworthy meetings were held during the visit.
First, the delegation met with students from the Jenin Arab American University, which is
always a fruitful encounter. Seven thousand students attend the university, including 1 500
Arab-Israelis. However, their contributions lacked spontaneity.
The meeting with the representatives of the small Christian community of Zababdeh was
more meaningful. The mayor and the two priests emphasised the positive relationship with the
Palestinian Authority and the tolerance shown to the community. They are proud of their
school, which caters for 1 000 students. The Chair of the delegation commends this situation
and hopes that this approach will be more widely adopted.
In terms of security, the local authorities are faced with internal issues, particularly within the
Jenin refugee camp. The scheduled visit to the camp was postponed due to unrest following
the arrest of a number of residents.

b) The Old City of Hebron, where coexistence is impossible
It would be hard to find a better example of conflictual, or even impossible, coexistence than
the H2 area of the City of Hebron, officially under Palestinian control.
The presence of 600 settlers protected by almost 1 500 Israeli police officers in the heart of a
historic city can only be interpreted as a provocation.
The experience of the delegation illustrates the difficulties on the ground better than any
report. While the delegation of 12 were walking to the old city, with, it must be said, an
unfortunate tendency to wander in the middle of the narrow street, the police arrived and
firmly restored order, indicating that they would have no difficulty putting offenders in prison.
In the space of a minute, two settlers emerged from a large 4X4 to provide backup to the
police. The delegation’s guide, a resident and known activist, was about to be drawn into this
dangerous game. The delegation somehow managed to continue on its way, escorted by the
police and the settlers, who took photos of the members. One settler, who was nothing but
aggressive, made physical contact shouting: ‘See who has the power here!’
A little further on, the path divided into a three-metre-wide tarred road, taken by our
police/settler escort and, at the other side of a high fence, the end of an unmaintained path
scattered with rocks, which was clearly reserved for the Palestinians, their donkeys and,
apparently, their visitors. The delegation was strongly encouraged to take that path.
On the way back, the escort, undoubtedly put off by the televised interview taking place a
little further on, did not dare to make the delegation take the same way back.
For some members of the delegation, this was their first visit to Hebron and one which they
will not forget.
It is worth noting that the settlers’ influence is not confined to the areas where they live, but
extends to the whole of Israeli society. Four ministers in the new government, and 40 % of
recruits to the army and the police, come from the settlements.
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c) In Bethlehem: dealing with financial difficulties
The new mayor of Bethlehem focused on the serious difficulties that she is trying to address:
-impossible coexistence with 77 000 settlers spread across 27 housing estates,
-rising unemployment (27 %) and the frustration of young graduates,
-a profitable tourist industry, but one which the Israeli agencies are trying to control,
-budgetary difficulties due to the unacceptable reprisals by the Israeli authorities following the
representations to the UN. Taxes due to the Palestinian Authority are unfairly withheld, and
allocations promised to the local authorities are blocked.

d) East Jerusalem: an unlikely capital for the Palestinians
The same strategy is applied even more forcefully in Jerusalem, the spiritual and political
home of Israel, since the gradual eviction of Palestinians will significantly reduce any chance
of East Jerusalem becoming the capital of a Palestinian state.
The Jerusalem Master Plan 2020 therefore overlooks the actual demographic situation (the
proportion of Palestinians in Jerusalem has increased from 26 % to 36 % over the past 35
years), restricts the Palestinians to 14 % of the land, encourages the presence of settlers in the
Palestinian areas, increases the disparities in population density (Palestinian dwellings have
twice as many inhabitants), and makes it more difficult for residents to retain their permits.
The preservation of green areas and archaeological sites, and the construction of road
infrastructure, would be regarded as a sign of good urban planning but for the fact that they
are targeted at the Palestinian areas of Jerusalem and are aimed solely at excluding and
isolating their legitimate residents.
The recent ‘Begin’ motorway plan is designed to connect the Gush Etzion settlement in the
south to the north of Jerusalem. It crosses the neighbourhood of Beit Safafa, on the green line,
thus cutting Palestinians off from their homes. The Municipality of Jerusalem claims that the
scheme is justified by urban planning needs and that it has offered the necessary
accommodations and compensation to residents. The leaders of the local resistance movement
met by the delegation contest this version of events.
They talk of evictions, demolitions and new settlements on the outskirts and in the heart of
East Jerusalem: Sheikh Jarrah, Wadi Joz, Ras Amud and Silwan are all striking examples
from the perspective of the delegation.
The commentaries, with supporting maps, from the Augusta Victoria Hospital, allowed us to
visualise the significance of the strategy.
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IV. FREEDOM AND DIGNITY – PALESTINIANS/ISRAELIS:
TWO STATES SIDE BY SIDE OR A BINATIONAL STATE?

East Jerusalem, Monday 29 April 2013-06-03
The international community, including the European Union and the European Parliament,
have been unwavering in their support for a two-state solution. Despite developments on the
ground that are making the operation less viable by the day, the official line remains the same.
However, in the view of some Israeli and Palestinian stakeholders, on the ground, common
sense and realism demand a solution other than the ‘two-state fantasy’, in order to establish a
community that will ensure equal individual (civil, political, social) and collective (linguistic,
cultural, religious) rights for Israelis and Palestinians.
Discussions began within the Kreisky Forum for International Dialogue in Vienna, during
which representatives from Israel, in particular Avraham Burg, the former Knesset Speaker,
and Palestine were invited to examine the ‘alternatives to partition’. At the invitation of the
Chair of the S&D Group, an initial debate took place at the European Parliament in Brussels,
before the delegation departed.
The Kreisky Forum charged one of its members, Mr Bashir-Bashir, a researcher at the Van
Leer Institute in Jerusalem, with the task of providing further information to the MEPs.
In his view, the hatred, violence and discrimination has unquestionably been borne out of the
secession of Gaza and the proliferation of settlements. It should be ended through the
recognition of the right to self-determination for all. Discussions on the ‘binational’ model are
needed and are not compatible with the idea of a Jewish state stricto sensu.
Legal experts, academics and politicians in Palestine, particularly in the Fatah movement, are
beginning to come out in favour of this approach. Support for historic Palestine is growing on
both sides. Moreover, the Israelis are very sensitive to demographic aspects.
The issue is particularly sensitive and remains open for discussion. The vast majority of the
stakeholders are paralysed by ‘political correctness’. The delegation will need to continue to
debate these options, particularly with the Palestinian officials.

Lively debates with civil society in Jerusalem
East Jerusalem, Wednesday 1 May 2013
The spirit of resistance among members of Palestinian society remains strong from one year
to the next: businessmen, the director of the Augusta Victoria Hospital, a professor of history
and archaeology, the first woman leader of a political party, the head of a civic coalition, a
leader of religious organisations
and the director of the Yabous Cultural Centre participated in discussions with the delegation.
Bernard Sabelah, a member of the PLC (Fatah) and a Christian from Jerusalem, sums up the
situation as follows: ‘We have no reason to be optimistic but we have to keep going.’
The difficulties faced by Palestinians in Jerusalem took up a large part of the discussions.
John Gatt-Rutter, head of the EU delegation, spoke about the fight for Palestinian political
representation in Jerusalem, which is supported by the EU heads of mission.
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Palestinians and Israelis, together on the ground
East Jerusalem, Tuesday 30 April 2013
Some commentators view the cooperation between Palestinian and Israeli NGOs as de facto
recognition of a fait accompli and disapprove of it.
This was not the prevailing view within the delegation on hearing the testimony of the
representatives of various organisations, such as Friends of the Earth – Middle East, One
Voice, Peace NGO Forum, Al-Haq and the International Peace and Cooperation Centre –
Jerusalem.
Tripartite cooperation between Palestinians, Israelis and Jordanians in the water sector and on
the conservation of the River Jordan area is as impressive as ever.
The European Parliament resolution of 9 September 2010 moved things forward and made
European funding possible.
There is greater consensus on the near future.

Meeting of European leaders (East Jerusalem, Monday 29 April 2013)
Upon hearing that a delegation from the Council of Europe was visiting Israel, the delegation
invited Pietro Marcenaro, Chair of the Committee on Political Affairs and Democracy, to take
part in a debate.
The rather lively debate focused on the concept of democracy and of respect for human rights
in the face of one dominant religion.
It was agreed that further debates would be held and the impressions of the respective
missions of both assemblies compared.
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CONCLUSION

The delegation was once again saddened by the facts established and the personal statements
collected during this long visit.
The delegation has come to the following conclusions.

The delegation:
- strongly condemns the repeated violations of international law both in terms of the abuse of
the administrative detention procedure and in terms of the pursuit of an illegal strategy linked
to the settlements and aimed at gradually forcing the Palestinian people off their land; see the
delegation’s two declarations of 29 April and 3 May 2013 (annexed to the present report),
- considering the almost irreversible nature of the practices mentioned, questions the
feasibility of the
‘two-state’ solution, which is repeatedly advocated by the international community and the
EU,
- emphasises the contradiction between the pursuit of this objective and the failure to act, the
impunity with which the illegal practices continue,
- calls on all stakeholders in the international community, along with the two parties
concerned, to set out a clear plan to end the occupation and ensure decent living conditions,
peace and security for all,
- calls on the Member States of the EU and the HR/VP, Catherine Ashton, to act as
spokespersons for a coherent approach,
- urges the Palestinians to achieve real unity, the absence of which is a significant obstacle to
any agreement,
- will submit its report and the annexes thereto to Parliament, the Council and the HR/VP.
A copy will be sent to the Mashreq/Maghreb Working Party at the Council, by way of
providing initial information to the Member States’ representatives.
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Press Information, 29.04.2013

Statement by members of the Delegation for relations with the Palestinian
Legislative Council

Emer Costello (S&D, IE) Veronique De Keyser (S&D, BE), Alexandra Thein (ALDE,
DE), Nicole Kiil-Nielsen (Greens/EFA, FR), Georgios Toussas (GUE/NGL, EL),
participating in the international meeting "Freedom and Dignity" in Ramallah on 27
and 28 April 2013 on behalf of the EP Delegation for relations with the Palestinian
Legislative Council, issued the following statement:

"More than 4800 Palestinian detainees - including women and children, more than 100 pre-Oslo
prisoners, and Members of the Palestinian Legislative Council, among them Marwan Barghouti -
continue to be held by Israel, which has a major impact on Palestinian society as well as on peace
prospects between Israelis and Palestinians."

"Palestinian prisoners are held in prisons and detention centres that are, all but one, located inside
Israel. This practice clearly violates the Fourth Geneva Convention and creates huge obstacles to
family visits. The prisoners' right to family visit must be respected by Israeli authorities that are
responsible for ensuring the necessary conditions for this right to be exercised."

"Palestinian prisoners, with special regard to Marwan Barghouti, and former prisoners play a crucial
role in Palestinian society. We call therefore for an immediate release of Palestinian political
prisoners, including all detained Members of the Palestinian Legislative Council, and we remain
convinced that a substantial release of Palestinian prisoners and detainees could be a positive
contribution to trust-building between both sides. "

"Israel continues to extensively use administrative detention, without formal charge or trial, against
Palestinians as a substitute to fair judicial process. We call for an immediate end to this practice and
call upon Israel to ensure that all Palestinian detainees be charged and brought to a fair trial, with
judicial guarantees in accordance with international standards, or be promptly released. "

"More than 200 Palestinians lost their lives in Israeli prisons and detention centres since 1967 - at
least 71 of them died as a direct result of torture, according to a recent statement made by 14
Palestinian and Israeli human rights organisations. We call upon Israel to protect Palestinian
prisoners' health and lives, in line with her obligations under international law and the rule of law.
We also urge Israel to open independent, impartial and transparent investigations into all cases of
allegations of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of Palestinian
prisoners as well as to make the findings of such investigations public and to hold accountable
those responsible for such acts. "

"We remind that women remain a particularly vulnerable group among Palestinian prisoners while
hundreds of Palestinian children under the age of 18 are arrested, interrogated and detained by the
Israeli army and prosecuted through Israeli military courts every year. Palestinian women prisoners
should receive appropriate protection and gender-sensitive treatment, in line with international
conventions Israel is a party of. Israeli authorities must put an end to ill-treatment of Palestinian
children in the military detention system, which was described as "widespread, systematic and
institutionalized" in a February 2013 UNICEF report."
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"We continue to support the policy of non-violent resistance of President Mahmoud Abbas, which is
the only viable way to Palestinian self-determination and to a just and lasting peace between
Israelis and Palestinians."

"We also encourage Palestinian prisoners to continue on the path of constructive contribution to
achieving intra-Palestinian reconciliation with the aim of creating sustainable peace in the Middle
East."

"The European Union has to monitor closely the situation of Palestinian detainees and raise this
issue at all levels of dialogue with Israel. As part of this process, a European Parliament fact-finding
mission should be sent to assess detention conditions of Palestinian prisoners and the practice of
administrative detention by Israel, as mentioned in the resolution the Parliament adopted on 14
March 2013. Israel's commitment to respect its obligations under international human rights and
humanitarian law vis à vis Palestinians, in the light of Article 2 of the EU-Israel Association
Agreement, must be taken into full consideration in the Union's bilateral relations with the country."
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Press Information, 03.05.2013

Statement by members of the Delegation for relations with the Palestinian Legislative
Council

Emer Costello (S&D, IE) Veronique De Keyser (S&D, BE), Alexandra Thein (ALDE, DE),
Nicole Kiil-Nielsen (Greens/EFA, FR), Georgios Toussas (GUE/NGL, EL), visiting East
Jerusalem and the West Bank from 27 April to 2 May 2013 and taking part in the
international meeting "Freedom and Dignity" in Ramallah on behalf of the EP
Delegation for relations with the Palestinian Legislative Council, issued the following
statement:

"The European Parliament passed a Resolution on 14 March 2013 expressing concern about the
conditions under which Palestinian prisoners are being held in Israeli prisons and called for a fact-
finding mission to “assess the current situation”.  The debates and conclusions of the Conference in
Ramallah confirmed the Members’ view that such a fact-finding mission should be held as a matter of
urgency."

"The issue of the Prisoners is inextricably linked to the achievement of a just and lasting peace in the
region."

"The Freedom of the Palestinian People has been crushed by the occupation.  The Delegation
witnessed how Palestinians are denied basic rights and freedoms such as:"

"Freedom of movement as checkpoints restrict the access to work and schools and the separation
wall has annexed vast tracts of the West Bank, disconnecting families and preventing Palestinians
from conducting their daily lives.  This is particularly evident in East Jerusalem where the permit
system adds further obstacles to mobility."

"Freedom to live without harassment as Israeli settlers engage in violence against Palestinian people
and their properties with impunity, as Israeli Police fail to investigate and charge the perpetrators."

"Freedom to develop their homes and their lands, as a two-tier planning system allows Israeli
settlements to develop and expand while Palestinians homes and essential infrastructure are being
demolished daily."

"Freedom to live peacefully as Bedouins in the Jordan Valley are evacuated from their homes at short
notice for days on end."

"Freedom to walk and drive on the same streets as Israelis as witnessed in Hebron."

"Freedom of Governors, Mayors and the business community to develop the economic sustainability
of their towns and villages as taxes are withheld, economic projects denied permission as in Jenin,
Hebron and Bethlehem."

"Freedom to access to natural resources such as water as settlement consumption per capita far
exceeds that of Palestinians."
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"The Delegation expressed their concern that these actions are part of a strategic plan by the Israelis
to force Palestinians off their lands and remove their residency rights, particularly in the Jerusalem
area.  This policy along with the Separation Wall has resulted in the agreed boundary based on the
1967 borders being pushed back even further, effectively annexing large tracts of Palestinian lands as
agreed by the Oslo Accords in 1993."

"Although the Israelis have undermined their rights and freedoms, the Palestinians have at all times
retained their dignity.  They have shown remarkable resilience.  They have demonstrated their
commitment to non-violent resistance in pursuit of their right to self-determination and statehood.
However, to achieve this they need the political will and financial support of the International
Community."

"The Delegation called on the High Representative and Member States to insist that Israel put an end
to the illegal policies that are preventing a resumption of negotiations to bring about an end to the
occupation.   Only an end to the occupation can restore the Freedom and Dignity of the Palestinian
People."
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation for Relations with the Palestinian Legislative Council

FINAL  PROGRAMME

Visit by a working group
to the occupied Palestinian territories
(East Jerusalem and the West Bank)

27 April – 2 May 2013



CR\938648EN 20/23 EP505.114v01-00

Friday 26 April 2013

Individual arrival to Ben Gurion Airport.

Accommodation in Ramallah

Grand Park Hotel
Al Masyoun Heights - Ramallah

++ 19.30: Informal briefing (to meet in the lobby)

NB: The Delegation will be joined (from Friday 26 to Tuesday 30 April ) by VP Isabelle
Durant who will represent President Schulz at the meeting "Freedom/Dignity"

Saturday 27 April 2013

08.30 International meeting "Freedom/Dignity"
Venue: Grand Park Hotel

09.30-10.00
10.15-10.30
10.45-11.15
11.30-12.45

Opening ceremony (I Durant message)
Marwan Barghouti's message
Palestinian prisoners: preliminary speeches
Palestinian prisoners: political /Human Rights
perspectives (Meeting format: E Costello message)

12.45
13.00-14.00

Departure to the Foreign Affairs ministry
Meeting with the Deputy Foreign Affairs minister/
Senior officials

14.30-16.00

16.30-18.30

International meeting - Freedom& Dignity
Reconciliation/prisoners document
(Meeting format: Vde Keyser message)
Popular resistance/Human Rights defenders

20.00 Dinner with Dr Nabil Shaath, Fatah Commissioner
for international relations, Member of Fatah central
Committee
Venue: Restaurant Royal
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Sunday 28 April 2013

08.00 Departure from hotel : Check OUT
08.15 Laying a wraith at Yasser Arafat's Mausoleum
08.45
09.00
09.45

Departure to PMs Office
Meeting with Salam Fayyad
Departure to Mahmoud Darwich Memorial

09.00-10.30
11.00-11.45
11.45-12.00
12.00-12.45
13.00-13.30

International meeting "Freedom/Dignity"
Post UN bid
Conclusions of the different panels
Recommendations
Closing Ceremony
Visit of Mahmoud Darwich Museum

13.45 Departure to the PLC building
14.00 -15.15 First meeting with PLC members
16.30 -17.00 Joint press Conference (Government Media Centre)
17.00 Departure to East Jerusalem

Accommodation:
Hotel Ambassador

Nablus Road, Sheikh Jarrah, Jerusalem
Telephone: +972 2 541 2222

18.30-20.30 Briefing with John Gatt-Rutter
Venue: Residency of the EU Representative
Free Evening
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Monday 29 April 2013

08.15 Departure to Ramallah
08.45 Meeting with NGOs Addameer/Defence Children

International
Meeting with released Palestinian prisoners/families
of prisoners

10.30 Departure to the Jordan valley
12.00 Meeting with the Governor of Tubas, Marwan Tubasi

and the Governor of Jericho, Majed Fitiami
13.30-16.00 Hadidia village (demolition/eviction)

Humsa village (eviction/harassment)
Maleh village (fire zone/military training )

16.15 Departure to Hotel Ambassador
20.00 Meeting/dinner with Pietro Marcenaro

chair of the  Committee on Political  affairs
Democracy of the Council of Europe
Venue: Hotel Ambassador

Tuesday 30 April 2013

08.00 Departure to JENIN
10.15-10.30 Coordinate with Palestinian Security Forces Guided by NSU

10.30-12.30 Meeting with the Governor, Talal Bwiket
(in the presence of Jenin Community leaders)

13.00-14.30 American University : meetings with the president
and students

14.40-15.40 Lunch in Hadad village; hosted by the Mayor
15.50-17.00 Christian Community:visit to Zababdeh village

-Meeting with the mayor
-Meeting with the priest

17.15 Departure to Hotel Ambassador
20.00 Dinner with Palestinian/Israeli NGOs

Venue: Hotel Ambassador (Hosted by the DPLC)
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Wednesday 1 May 2013

09.00 Departure to  HEBRON Guided by NSU
10.15- Hebron Rehabilitation Centre (Presentation)
10.45-12.45 Visit of the Old City/H2 Area

Briefing on settlements (en route)
Popular resistance committee & Mrs Sahar Qawasmi,
PLC member & Breaking the Silence

13.00-13.30 Meeting  with the Governor, Kamel Hamed
13.30-15.00 Business society

Departure to Bethlehem
13.30 -15.00 Bethlehem

Visit of the Church of Nativity
Meeting with the Mayor Vera George Mousa Baboun
Departure to Hotel Ambassador

20.30 Dinner with the Jerusalemite civil Society
Venue: St George Cathedral Pilgrim House
- Hosted by the DPLC

Thursday 2 May 2013

09.00 Briefing  by NSU on East Jerusalem
Venue : Conference room - Hotel Ambassador

10.15 Departure Hotel
10.30-11.00 Joint Press conference

in front of the Orient House
Guided by NSU

11.00-12.30 Field Tour : Jerusalem Surroundings Neighbourhoods
Sheikh Jarrah, Wadi Joz, Pount of Olives, Silwan,
Ras Amud

13.00-15.00 Meeting with PLC members/Palestinian leadership
in Beit Safafa
Free Evening / First departures


