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Delegation for relations with the Mashreq countries and the Gulf

Sixth European Parliament/Syria Interparliamentary Meeting
Fifth European Parliament/Lebanon Interparliamentary Meeting

8 - 15 June 2003

Report by Mr Naïr, chairman

I. Introduction

Following the visits to the European Parliament by a delegation from the Lebanese Parliament in 
December 2001 and of a delegation from the Syrian Parliament, to Strasbourg, in November 
2002, members of the European Parliament Delegation for relations with the Mashreq countries 
and the Gulf travelled to Syria and Lebanon between 8 and 15 June 2003. The visit was 
particularly important as it occurred at an especially turbulent time in the Middle East.

The discussions took place in an atmosphere of openness. However, the Delegation regretted the 
fact that, due to time constraints, no meeting with the President of Syria, the Prime Minister of 
Lebanon or the Speaker of the Lebanese Parliament was possible.

Press conferences were held in both Damascus and Beirut. They were widely reported in the 
newspapers.

The working party was led by Mr Sami Naïr, Chairman of the Delegation for relations with the 
Mashreq countries and the Gulf. The other members of the Delegation were: Mr Hernández 
Mollar (Vice-Chairman), Ms Auroi, Mr Bushill-Matthews, Mr Dary, Ms De Keyser, 
Mr Fitzsimons, Mr Naranjo Escobar and Mr Sakellariou.

II. Syria (8 - 11 June)

1. Meeting with Mr Al Shara, Foreign Minister

In his opening address, Mr Al Shara emphasised from the outset the importance of the
European Parliament, which he felt in a way represented the conscience of European 
countries.

He also set out his views on, amongst other things, the war in Iraq, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and the Association Agreement.

§ The war in Iraq
This war could have been avoided. The Arab world carried a large share of the 
responsibility and had to recognise its failure, he said; some Arab countries had even 
facilitated American intervention. Europeans must also take some of the blame, as they 
had been unable to speak with one voice.
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Of course, the greatest responsibility lay with the Americans, who had started the war on 
the premise that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction; no weapons had yet been 
found. The Americans should apologise to Iraq and to the world for this injustice.

The Americans were currently encountering considerable difficulties in forming a new 
Iraqi government. Six attempts had already failed.

Mr Al Shara characterised relations with the former Iraqi regime as strained: the Syrian
Government had always been opposed to the Iraqi Government. Clearly, this opposition 
did not extend to the Iraqi people.

Relations with the Americans had also been strained during the conflict: the US 
Government had exerted such pressure on the Syrian Government as to offend the dignity 
of the Syrian people. The EU had to support Syria on this point.

§ The Israeli-Palestinian conflict
The recent talks in Aqaba and Sharm el-Sheikh had failed to produce a solution. Neither 
the question of settlements, nor of the international recognition of Palestine, had been 
resolved. Mr Al Shara asked what role Europe would play. The Syrian Government 
would welcome the principle of more effective EU intervention in the conflict.

In addition to these unresolved questions, there was the personal conflict between Yasser 
Arafat and Abu Mazen. Certainly, both had been elected democratically: Arafat by the 
people and Abu Mazen by the Legislative Council. However, Abu Mazen had been 
appointed against Arafat’s wishes and under American pressure.

Moreover, the Israeli Government’s desire to make Israel a Jewish state (a principle 
accepted by President Bush) posed the question of what would happen to the Arab 
inhabitants of Israel, of whom there are some one million. Mr Al Shara asked whether 
there was from now on to be a state founded on apartheid.

§ The Association Agreement
Mr Al Shara welcomed the progress made on the Agreement, while emphasising that it 
should not damage Syrian interests. Syria would follow Europe, but at its own pace, 
bearing in mind the potential resilience of the Syrian economy.

Moreover, he would be supportive of Syrian Members of Parliament taking part in future 
meetings of the Euro-Mediterranean Forum.

He concluded by stating that the President of Syria hoped to be able to visit the European 
Parliament in the autumn of this year.
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2. Meeting with the President of Parliament and representatives of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee

The Deputy President of Parliament began by emphasising the Syrian Parliament’s role as a 
defender of democracy and human rights. He hoped that there would be closer cooperation 
and a political dialogue between the Syrian Parliament and the European Parliament.

He was optimistic that the Association Agreement would be concluded before the end of 
2003.

Problems existed not at a political level, but at an economic level, such as setting customs 
tariffs and quotas on agricultural products.

He praised the positive role played by the European Parliament over the Iraqi conflict.

There had always been political and cultural relations between Iraq and Syria, but it was 
important to draw a distinction between a country’s political regime and its people. It was to 
be hoped that the Americans would from now on play an important and positive role. The 
situation in Iraq could not, however, be pacified by occupying powers; a solution had to be 
found by Iraqis for Iraqis.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict required a solution with greater EU involvement. The 
following demands were made:

§ Israel should revert to its borders of 1967,
§ Jerusalem should become the capital of Palestine,

§ Palestinians should be granted the right of return (there are currently some 500 000 
Palestinians in Syria and Lebanon, and naturalising them would have significant and 
negative demographic consequences).

Money spent on defending the country could be used more judiciously after a peace 
agreement with Israel.

Kurds resident in Syria were Syrian citizens and should not, therefore, be considered a 
minority. Their status was different to that in neighbouring countries.

3. Meeting with Mr Al Shatti, Minister of Health

This meeting took place at the special request of the Minister, who expressed his 
appreciation of the assistance provided by the EU.

Two issues were discussed. The first was the drug problem, which was not, however, very 
widespread in Syria: only one third of the 60 beds available in specialist clinics were 
occupied. The second issue was AIDS. Of 239 recorded cases, one-third involved 
foreigners, and a further third involved people who had contracted the disease outside Syria. 
In order to combat the disease, the distribution of medication free of charge had begun this 
year, primarily in the hope that infected people whose cases had not yet been recorded 
would come forward.
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4. Meeting with Mr Al Ahmar, Deputy Secretary-General of the Ba’ath Party

The Party has relations with various European party organisations, but no request to join any 
of these party associations had been made.

There is no contact between the Ba’ath Parties of Syria and Iraq.

5. Meeting at the Syrian European Business Centre (SEBC)

The Delegation took the opportunity to learn about an EU pilot project: the SEBC. The 
objective of the Centre, funded by the EU and set up in collaboration with the Syrian 
Ministry of the Economy and Foreign Trade and the Syrian Chamber of Commerce, is to 
prepare Syria for integration into the Euro-Mediterranean Free Trade Area.

The current economic situation in Syria was described, and other topics of discussion 
included the privatisation of service-sector organisations such as banks, and the planned 
Association Agreement. Members of the Chamber of Commerce condemned the fact that 
neither the private sector nor agriculture was prepared for competition.

6. Meeting with Mr El Rifai, Minister of Economy and Foreign Trade

The main topic of discussion was the Association Agreement and the efforts made by the 
Government to modernise the country.

The political decision to conclude an agreement was taken by the President himself. 
Progress had been made in the negotiations since last September. Certain problems 
remained, however, such as tariffs. It also had to be taken into account that Syria was a 
developing country familiar with the problems that this entailed, particularly in terms of 
agriculture.

Since the new President took office, a process of reform and modernisation had been set in 
motion, with the following main features:

§ modernisation of the banking system and the public sector;
§ reform of the workings of Parliament, granting it a (limited) consultative role;

§ modernisation of the education system.
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7. Meeting with the Prime Minister, Mr Mero

The Prime Minister began by thanking the Delegation for the EU’s assistance to Syria and 
for its practical support over the Middle East conflict. The following topics were discussed:

§ Association Agreement
The Prime Minister was also optimistic about a swift conclusion of the Agreement, 
although a number of problems remained to be resolved, in the areas of customs tariffs, 
agricultural products and the protection of national industry.

§ Finding peace in Israel
Since 1970, the late President had always called for a peaceful solution. Syria had taken 
part in international conferences such as that held in Madrid, and had accepted all the UN 
resolutions. It was Israel that had broken off talks. The Syrian Government was, 
nevertheless, prepared to reopen talks to find a lasting and effective solution. The EU had 
to press Israel to do the same.

§ The road map
The Syrian Government was prepared to accept whatever was acceptable to the 
Palestinians. The events of the last few days had shown, however, that putting the road 
map into practice was far from easy because the text lacked clarity. The Prime Minister 
also hoped that the EU would play a more prominent role in resolving the conflict.

§ Iraq
Iraq had committed three grave errors under the former regime: intervention in 
neighbouring countries (for example Syria, with the support of fellow Muslim countries), 
the war against Iran and the invasion of Kuwait.

Faced with the current situation, the Prime Minister called for the unity of Iraq and of its 
people to be respected, democratisation, the use of oil revenue to benefit the population 
and the withdrawal of foreign troops.

At the request of MEPs, the Prime Minister spoke on the following points:

§ Arrest of two former Syrian MPs
They had been sentenced to five years’ imprisonment because they had wanted to amend 
the Constitution. This represented an attack on Syria’s integrity.

§ Justice reform
Work on reforming the justice system was currently under way, in cooperation with 
France. EU assistance in this area, and through the Association Agreement where 
appropriate, was highly welcome, with a view to guaranteeing the independence of the 
judiciary.

§ Lebanese prisoners
A commission had been set up to look into the subject. As a last resort, the President 
could at any point make use of his right to issue a pardon.

8. Meeting with Mr Khaddam, Vice-President
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The Vice-President welcomed the European Parliament Delegation. He expressed his 
satisfaction that this visit could take place, hoping that its objectives could be achieved and 
that, above all, it would be followed up with practical acts. He emphasised the seriousness of 
the situation in the region and the desire on the part of the Syrian authorities to maintain 
political relations of all kinds, as long as they contributed to resolving problems.

All the region’s problems were linked and it was scarcely conceivable that some could be 
dealt with without taking into account the others.

Responding to the Chairman of the European Parliament Delegation, he spoke on the 
following subjects:

Partnership with Europe

Since the 1960s, Syria’s objective has been to strengthen this partnership. Some technical 
aspects of the current negotiations still needed to be resolved. Adopting the principle of 
unlimited competition between the EU and Syria by opening the Syrian market totally to 
European products would not be a fair solution. Syria was anyway taking decisions that 
would be painful but which would transform the country into a market economy.

Europe could always play an important advisory role on the reform of the state, and French 
experts had already contributed to this.

Reforms

The future of the country depended on reforms, which were not of only one type but were 
cultural, administrative and scientific in nature.

Current administrative procedure in Syria goes back to a law of 1967, which was inspired by 
cooperation with East Germany, and which therefore required thorough reform. Syrian 
officials had also been trained in East Germany and, while politicians were capable of 
evolving, technical officials had not shown the same flexibility.

Iraq

He emphasised the considerable efforts made by Syria, in cooperation with a number of 
European countries, to avoid war. Saddam Hussein had hindered progress in his country and 
had behaved unacceptably in leading his people to war against Iran and Kuwait. Syria was 
not sorry to see Saddam Hussein gone.

However, the war had not been waged to liberate Iraq. If this had been the case, a solution 
could have been found through the international community. The Americans were seeking to 
redraw the map of the region but were making a serious mistake in ignoring the different 
sections of the Iraqi people. They made no distinction between Iraq and countries such as 
Colombia. Iraq does not have a civil society; it is a tribal country. It was a mistake to ignore 
the UN. Syria had found itself in the position of bystander, witnessing a painful spectacle. 
The state had disappeared and there was no security or administration.
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At present, everything had to be done to hasten the Americans’ exit and to draw up a 
constitution, but the road would be long and hard.

Middle East

The Vice-President expressed his pessimism regarding the situation. Peace would never be 
imposed from the outside. The only viable way forward was an overall solution taking into 
account the interdependence of the problems at hand. Syria would accept any solution 
supported by the Palestinians.

Israel got everything it wanted from the USA, where the Jewish vote was extremely 
important. In particular, Israel was permanently provided with weaponry.

The road map was a carbon copy of the Oslo Accords, the failure of which had been down to 
Israel, and no one knew where this road map would lead.

At Aqaba, Abu Mazen had made compromises; Sharon had not. Extremism was growing 
everywhere.

After a brief exchange of views, the Vice-President took leave of the Delegation, stating that 
this type of visit was extremely important and that Syria firmly desired to maintain fruitful 
cooperation with the EU.

9. Other meetings

In addition to the official meetings, there was a meeting with members of the opposition and 
of civil society, involving only a very limited section of the European Parliament 
Delegation.

The Commission Delegation had also organised a multi-faith meeting in Ma’alula, where the 
language of Christ, Aramaic, is still spoken. The discussion, chaired by an Italian priest, 
Paolo Dall’Oglii, and also involving Muslim dignitaries, covered issues relevant to Islam 
today, such as the compatibility of democracy and Islam, and the position of women in 
Islam.

III. Lebanon (11 - 15 June 2003)

1. Audience with Mr Obeid, Foreign Minister

The Minister began by talking about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and Syria’s role in 
Lebanon.

The road map contained two errors: first, it lacked clarity, and second, it needed to be 
extended to cover Syria and Lebanon so as to bring peace to the whole region. President 
Bush’s declaration that Israel was a Jewish state was alarming as it encouraged 
discrimination against Israeli citizens of Arab origin.
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He rejected the naturalisation of Palestinians as this would radically alter Lebanon’s 
demographic make-up.

Syria’s role in Lebanon was positive, and the military presence was decreasing all the time. 
Syria and Lebanon were the countries where extremism was fought most strongly.

2. Audience with President Lahoud

The President thanked the EU for previous assistance, expressed his support for enhancing 
relations, and went on to talk about terrorism. It was not enough simply to suppress or fight 
terrorism: its causes also needed to be dealt with, as was demonstrated by the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It was also necessary to strengthen the UN’s role.

Lebanon itself had suffered terrorism, but had fought against it successfully. The press was 
free in Lebanon where security matters were not concerned.

The role of the Quartet would be supported for as long as it was accepted by the Palestinians. 
The President rejected the naturalisation of Palestinians resident in Lebanon, as this would 
represent the end of the Lebanese state.

3. Meeting with members of the Lebanese Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee

The discussions at this single, hour-long meeting with Lebanese MPs covered terrorism, the 
situation in Iraq and the road map. It was hoped that the EU would play a meaningful role in 
all these areas. It was planned that a Lebanese parliamentary delegation would take part in 
the Euro-Mediterranean Forum.

An MP from the Hezbollah movement regretted the fact that the principles of humanism, 
human rights and justice were increasingly being lost sight of. Current problems were also 
partly down to the behaviour of the USA, which sought to force other countries to do as it 
wished, without respecting their ideas or expectations.

4. Meeting with Mr de Mistura, Personal Representative of the UN Secretary-General to 
South Lebanon

Following the withdrawal of Israeli troops from South Lebanon, the 122-km border between 
Lebanon and Israel was currently patrolled by 2 500 armed Blue Helmets.

The current situation revolves around the following issues:

§ Incursion into Lebanese airspace by Israeli military aircraft: Hezbollah was the only 
organisation to stand up to these incursions.

§ Shebaa farms: this inhabited territory of 23 km2, occupied by the Israelis, belongs to 
Syria, as shown by ancient maps, and thus cannot serve as an argument for occupying 
Lebanese territory.

§ River Hasbani: this river has frequently been a bone of contention between Israel and 
Lebanon in terms of the quantity of water taken from it.
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§ There were still 350 000 mines in South Lebanon. A USD 51 million programme, 
involving 21 countries, had been launched: a tree is planted for each mine removed.

The situation had changed after the war with Iraq: the Americans had called on Syria and 
Lebanon to disarm Hezbollah and close down the offices of certain organisations in 
Damascus.

Mr de Mistura was pessimistic about the road map, given that Syria was not involved. In 
other areas, there was very good cooperation with the EU.

5. Meeting with Mr Hajj Hassan, Chairman of the Lebanese Parliament’s Agriculture 
Committee

Mr Hajj Hassan, a member of the Shiite community, hoped for a lasting and peaceful 
solution in the Middle East, but not at any price. There were still issues that needed to be 
settled, such as the return of Palestinians, the status of Jerusalem and the definition of the 
Jewish State.

There were constant demands for Palestinian disarmament, but no one mentioned Israeli 
disarmament; for example, Israel has 200 nuclear weapons.

Mr Hassan was satisfied with the Association Agreement, but the Lebanese Government had 
to help its farmers, who could not compete with products from neighbouring countries or 
from the EU.

He described the situation in the south as tense but calm. The 3 000 militiamen who had 
served in the Israeli-influenced South Lebanese Army and who had stayed in South Lebanon 
had not been arrested or prosecuted in any way.

6. Meeting with Mr Bahige Tabbarah, Minister of Justice

Mr Tabbarah spoke on the following topics:
§ Civil law: the country’s 18 religious communities defined all civil laws, such as marriage, 

divorce and inheritance law. There had been attempts to introduce a greater secular 
influence, but these had been rejected by religious leaders.

§ International Criminal Court: Lebanon had not signed the Convention, partly because 
this would require amendment of the Constitution, and partly under pressure from the 
USA.

§ Lebanese prisoners in Syria: a commission had been set up to look into the subject, 
chaired by the former Interior Minister, but it had not yet published its report.

§ Prisoners in Lebanon: the Red Cross had access to prisoners in Lebanon.

7. Meeting with the Economy Minister

This meeting was mainly devoted to the economic situation in Lebanon.
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The Government’s policy of reducing debt by USD 30 000 million was concentrated on 
three levels: reducing expenditure, with the objective of cutting the debt burden by 25 %, 
compensating for the trade deficit via transfers by Lebanese citizens living abroad, and using 
revenue from the tourism sector over the coming season.

8. Meetings with representatives of Lebanese civil society

a. Palestinian refugees

The situation in the camps for Palestinian refugees in Lebanon has been called 
catastrophic: refugees were living in cramped conditions and the camps were encircled by 
the Lebanese Army. Most of the refugees’ rights were denied them, such as employment, 
welfare and property ownership.

60 % of the young people were out of work and were turning towards extremism or 
trying to leave the camps.

The international conventions were not being applied. A great deal of hope was invested 
in the Association Agreement, with particular reference to Paragraph 21 of the European 
Parliament’s resolution of 16 January 2003, which, among other things, calls on the 
Lebanese authorities to allow Palestinians also to benefit from the agreement.

b. Non-Palestinian refugees

The representative of ACSRA (Ad Hoc Committee for the Support of Non-Palestinian 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers) deplored the plight of these refugees, whose situation was 
even more critical. The EU had to bring pressure to bear on the Lebanese Government to 
ratify the Geneva Convention on the Status of Refugees.

c. Human rights organisations

It had been suggested from the outset that the Association Agreement, particularly 
Article 2, should allow political dialogue between these organisations and the Lebanese 
State, with the active participation of the Commission.

The following cases concerned the human rights situation on the ground:
§ arrests of young demonstrators,

§ the situation of Lebanese prisoners in Syria (the Lebanese Law Society had been 
represented on the Commission but had withdrawn),

§ the closing of the television station MTV,
§ withdrawal of all foreign troops from Lebanon,

§ the situation regarding the former head of the militia, Samir Geagea;
§ political influence over the judicial system;

§ the situation of 12 Lebanese citizens in Iraq;
§ freedom of religion (which no longer existed in practice as it was not possible to get 

married or be elected an MP without declaring one’s religious persuasion);
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§ the situation in prisons (the Minister of Defence had denied the Red Cross the 
opportunity to visit);

§ the International Criminal Court (it was hoped that the EU would apply greater 
pressure on the Government).

9. Meeting with Mr Walid Jumblatt

The European Parliament Delegation also met the Druze leader, Walid Jumblatt, at his 
mountain stronghold, Chouf. Mr Jumblatt, who is also a Lebanese MP, discussed the 
following topics:
§ The situation in Lebanon: the Prime Minister extols unfettered capitalism and would like 

to see everything privatised, but the only effect of this would be that the rich would get 
richer. This policy also contradicts President Lahoud’s position: for example, during his 
period in office, 43 universities had been set up, each requiring USD 4 million in fees.

§ Hezbollah: this is a movement for freedom. As long as Shebaa remained occupied by the 
Israelis, Hezbollah would fight against the Israelis.

§ Syrians: the Maronites had brought the Syrians into Lebanon, who then became an 
important security factor in certain regions. In addition, the presence of Syrian troops was 
provided for in the Taif Agreement.

§ Palestinians in Lebanon: it was not possible to naturalise Palestinians in Lebanon; yet 
they must be granted their fundamental rights. A certain racism towards them had been 
observed.

§ Road map: the road map would fail because Bush wanted to grant the Palestinians only 
minimal rights.

§ Iraq: Mr Jumblatt was very pessimistic about the situation in Iraq. Because of the 
country’s considerable oil resources, the American presence in the region could last a 
long time, leading to the destabilisation of the entire region.

§ Arab governments: the reactionary Arab regimes must change. The current situation 
might encourage developments in this direction.
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10. Other visits and meetings

The Delegation visited Khiam Prison in South Lebanon, where political prisoners were held 
and tortured during the Israeli occupation until 2000.

The Delegation also met representatives of an EU-supported non-governmental organisation 
in South Lebanon, the ADR (Association for Rural Development), whose objective is to 
create new jobs in the region following the departure of Israeli troops.
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Annex I

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE 

MASHREQ COUNTRIES AND THE GULF COUNTRIES

6th European Parliament/ Syrian Interparliamentary Meeting
Damascus 8-11 June 2003

PROGRAMME

SYRIA – Damascus

Sunday 8 June  2003

Individual arrival of members of the delegation in Damascus and transfer to 
Meridien Hotel

09h00 visit to Suleiman mosque
12h00 Meeting with Mr Al Shara, Foreign Minister
17h00 Visit of old Damascus
20h30 Departure from the hotel
21h00 Working dinner with EU Ambassadors, hosted by Mr Hesske, Head of Delegation, 

Ambassador at “La Guitare”

Monday 9 June 2003

08h30 Briefing at the Delegation
10h00 Meeting with the Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee 
11h00 Meeting with Mr Al Otri, Parliament Speaker
12h30 Meeting with Mr Al Shatti, Minister of Health
13h00 Meeting with Mr Al Ahmar, Deputy General Secretary Ba’ath Party
14h15 Lunch
15h30 Meeting with Riad Turk, at the Delegation
16h30 Meeting with “civil society” representatives, at the Delegation 
18h30 Opening of CTDP and CHTP PMU offices and cocktail, at the Historical Museum of Damascus  
21h00 Dinner hosted by Mr Al Otri, Parliament Speaker at « La porte de Damas »

Tuesday 10 June 2003

10h45 Departure from the hotel
11h00 Presentation of SEBC and Economic Round Table at SEBC
12h30 Buffet Lunch offered by SEBC 
13h30 Departure to Ma’alula. Visit
15h30 Seminar on “Parliamentary Democracy and Muslim Perspective” at “Safir hotel” in Ma’alula
17h45 Departure to Damascus
19h00 Meeting with Mr El Rifai, Minister of Economy and Foreign Trade 
21h00 Dinner hosted by Mr Naïr, Chairman of the European Parliament Delegation for Relations with 

the Mashreq and the Gulf countries at “Elissar”

Wednesday 11 June 2003 

09h30 Meeting with Mr Mero, Prime Minister
10h45 Meeting with Mr Khaddam, Vice-President
12h15 Press Conference at “Meridien”
13h30 Departure to Beirut
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Annex II

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Delegation for relations with the
Mashreq countries and the Gulf

5th European Parliament/ Lebanon Interparliamentary Meeting
Beirut, 11 – 15 June 2003

Programme

Wednesday 11th June 2003
13h30 Met at Syro-Lebanese border by representatives from the EC Delegation in Lebanon
14h30 Lunch at Anjar at Chams Restaurant (tel: 08/620 770/567, M. Hanna)
16h30 Visit Anjar site
19h30 Arrive Beirut, check-in at Gefinor Rotana Hotel
20h00 Dinner at the Residence of the Ambassador of Italy, H.E. Franco Mistretta 

Hotel: Gefinor Rotana 
Telephone: +961 1 371 888 
Fax: +961 1 372 999

Thursday 12th June

08h30 Audience with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Jean Obeid

10h00 Audience with the President of the Republic, HE Mr. Emile Lahoud

11h30 Debriefing at the Delegation

13h00 Meeting with the President of the Commission for Foreign Affairs, HE Mr. Ali Al 
Khalil

14h45 lunch free for own arrangements

16h00 Meeting with the Personal Representative of the UN Secretary-General to South Lebanon, Mr. 
Staffan de Mistura

17h30 Meeting with the President of the Commission for Agriculture, HE Mr. Hussein Hajj Hassan (at 
his private office in Haret Hreik, tel: 03/332 732) 

20h30 Dinner at the Residence of the Head of the EC Delegation, Mr. Patrick Renauld
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Friday 13th June

10h30 Meeting with HE Mr. Bahige Tabbarah, Minister of Justice 

13h00 Meeting with HE Mr. Marwan Hamadeh, Minister for Economy and Trade 

13h45 Lunch free for own arrangements 

15h00 press conference

15h45 Meeting with representatives of Lebanese civil society

15h45 – 16h40 Palestinian refugees issues

16h30 - 17h30 Human Rights and Democracy

16h30 Recording of the TV program EUROPA (Mrs. Auroi)

19h00 Meeting with Mr. Walid Joumblatt at his residence in Mukhtara (Chouf) followed by dinner at 
Hotel Mir Amine (hosted by Mr. Joumblatt)

Saturday 14th June

09h30 Departure for South Lebanon

11h30 Visit of Khiam prison 

15h30 Lunch in Tyre with Youssef Khalil, President of ADR 

17h30 return to Beirut

Free Evening

Sunday 15th June

Individual departures
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Annex III

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE MASHREQ COUNTRIES
AND THE GULF STATES

6th European Parliament/ Syria Interparliamentary Meeting
Damascus 8-11 June 2003

5th European Parliament/ Lebanon Interparliamentary Meeting
Beirut 11-15 June 2003

Participants List

Members of the European Parliament (9)

Name Political Group Country

Mr Sami NAIR, Chairman GUE/NGL France

Mr Jorge HERNANDEZ-MOLLAR,          2nd Vice-
Chair

EPP-DE Spain

Mme Danielle AUROI V/ALE France

Mr Philip BUSHILL-MATTHEWS EPP-DE United Kingdom

Mr. Michel DARY GUE/NGL France

Mme Véronique DE KEYSER PSE Belgique

Mr Jim FITZSIMONS UEN Ireland

M r Juan NARANJO ESCOBAR EPP-DE Spain

Mr Jannis SAKELLARIOU PSE Germany

PPE-DE - Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) and European 
Democrats
PSE - Group of the Party of European Socialists
Verts/ALE   -  Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance
GUE/NGL - Confederal Group of the European United Left/Nordic Green Left
UEN  - Union for Europe of the Nations Group
NI  - Non-attached
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Secretariat, Interparliamentary Delegations (3)

Mr José LIBERATO Director

Mr Hans-Herman KRAUS Principal Administrator

Ms Morag DONALDSON Administrative Assistant

Political Group Staff (4)

Mr Joao SILVA MAIA EPP-DE group

Mme Ines AYALA SENDER PSE group

Mr Denys SMYTH UEN group

Ms Claire BIDEAU GUE/NGL Group

Interpreters (5)

Ms Nelly BAROUDI French/Arabic booth

Ms Agnes BERNARD French booth

Ms Ghada DALLAL English/Arabic booth

Mme Manal EL HELOU Arabic booth

Ms Lisa RONCONNI English booth
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