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Introduction:

At its meeting of 16 December 2004, the Conference of Presidents approved the programme of 
activities of the interparliamentary delegations for 2005. This programme included the visit of a 
working group of the Delegation for relations with Mercosur to Paraguay and Uruguay. The 
most recent visit of an EP delegation working group to Paraguay was in July 2003, while 
Uruguay was not visited in the last parliamentary term.

The visit, which complements that made to Argentina and Brazil earlier in this parliamentary 
term, took place a few days after the end of the Summit of the Americas in Mar de Plata.

PARAGUAY:

Internal situation:

The visit of the delegation to Paraguay coincided with the latest Latinobarómetro survey, which 
revealed that Paraguay is the Latin American country with the lowest levels of satisfaction with 
democracy. Preference for democracy over other political systems has fallen from 59% in 1996 
to 32% today.

The transition to democracy began with the fall of General Stroessner in 1989. The two 
succeeding presidents, Rodríguez and Wasmosy, made further moves towards democracy, 
despite General Lino Oviedo's attempted coup in 1996. Oviedo was not allowed to stand for 
president in 1998, as he was in jail; however, his second-in-command, Raúl Cubas, was elected 
president, upon which he ordered Oviedo's release, thus provoking an institutional crisis that, 
though it did not affect the constitutional regime, led to Cubas being stripped of the presidency, 
which passed to the president of the National Congress, Luís González Macchi of the Colorado
Party. In March 1999, González formed a government of national unity including the 
Republican Association/Colorado Party and two opposition parties, the PLRA (Authentic 
Liberal Radical Party) and the EN (National Alliance). 

In the 2003 elections the Colorado Party, which had been in power for 56 years, triumphed once 
again, and its candidate, Duarte Frutos, was elected president with 38% of the vote. His 
campaign theme was the fight against corruption, which subsequently claimed the president of 
the Supreme Court, a director of the Central Bank, and even ex-President Luís González 
Macchi.

As far as the economy is concerned, the Stroessner dictatorship blocked the development of 
Paraguay's agricultural and energy potential and left behind a weakened economy. Since then, 
the Paraguayan economy has experienced a certain take-off, thanks to the diversification of 
agricultural exports, the revenue from hydroelectric commerce with Brazil and, above all, 
accession to Mercosur. The Brazilian recession of 1999 and, even more so, the subsequent crisis 
in Argentina had highly adverse effects on the economy. A wage economy scarcely exists in a 
country where 45% of people live in the countryside and only large farms can afford 
technology. Extensive stockbreeding generates very few jobs.

GDP growth (-2.3% in 2002) was 2.9% in 2004, and it is hoped that this year's figure will be in 
the region of 4%. Exports have risen by 27% and imports by 39%.
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The GDP figures do not reflect the real circumstances: according to those we spoke to, they 
cannot be considered valid in view of the unequal distribution of wealth and the fact that the
'real' economy is twice the size of the official one. 

Market diversification is, therefore, a priority for Paraguay. 

The relations between the EU and Paraguay have been defined by the framework agreement 
signed in 1992. The memorandum of understanding includes a sum of EUR 21.7 m for the 
reform and modernisation of the state, the transformation of production, regional integration and 
education for high-risk populations.

Since April 2000 negotiations have been under way between the EU and Mercosur for a free-
trade agreement similar to those signed with Mexico and Chile. 

One-third of the population currently lives beneath the poverty threshold, and the situation is 
worse in the countryside, where the figure is as high as 70%. According to some of those we
talked to, there are 2m hungry people in Paraguay.

The economic policies that have been applied, to a large extent by reason of the rampant 
corruption, have not succeeded in creating a favourable climate to attract foreign investment, in 
particular from Europe. Without this, it has not been possible to create the jobs needed for a 
decided fight against poverty and social marginalisation. It would also be necessary to reform 
the institutions and consolidate democracy as a way of life rather than a mere matter of voting.

Several of our speakers spoke of the fiscal and agricultural reforms under way. Land 
redistribution has been seen as a priority in a country where 80% of the land belongs to 2% of 
the population. The fiscal reform will enable higher levels of public investment - currently 
insufficient - in health and education.

A favourable prospect for Paraguay is opened up by the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol, 
which could lead to a windfall for the state's coffers.

With regard to the forthcoming elections, Paraguay is not immune to the current trend in Latin 
America to permit presidents to be re-elected, defying the established custom - even if this 
necessitates major constitutional reform. Several of those we spoke to confirmed that President 
Duarte intends to stand for re-election, presenting himself as a guarantee that Paraguay's 
democratic transition, begun in 1989, will continue. Equally, President Duarte wishes to 
continue as president of his party, with the aim of ensuring that it will not fall into the hands of 
leaders who are less enthusiastic about the democratic transition and more sympathetic to the 
authoritarianism of the past, and who would support the candidacy of Osvaldo Domínguez 
Dibb.

This intention was criticised by some of the people we talked to, who believe that the President 
should not interfere in his party's internal conflicts, and consider that the constitution should be 
reformed before the sitting President can be allowed to stand for office again.
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Meetings with members of the government:

The delegation was received by the President, Mr Nicanor Duarte Frutos, who expressed his 
thanks for the aid received from the EU for the consolidation and stabilisation of democracy in 
Paraguay.

The President said that the leading aims of his government's policy were to create a genuine 
democratic culture and to fight poverty. The first aim was at moments endangered by the 
attempts of the supporters of the former dictator Stroessner to control the Colorado party, 
resulting in tensions between its various wings. There was also a degree of disillusionment 
among the public on the grounds that democracy had still not successfully dealt with the 
problems of poverty and corruption inherited from the past.

The fight against poverty calls for a reform of the state, which will, in the first place, necessitate 
a thoroughgoing fiscal reform in order to boost government revenue, which remains inadequate 
despite the USD 270 m received in royalties for the Itaipú hydroelectric plant. The basic rate of 
tax stands at approximately 9.8%, while there is a VAT rate of 10%.

The President also spoke on his government's various legislative projects:

• a law on compensation regarding land
• a personal income tax
• administrative reform
• banking and bank guarantee laws
• a customs code.

A number of members of the delegation expressed interest in the agrarian reform. It was 
explained that 520 land restitution procedures had been opened and that 52 000 hectares had 
been acquired and distributed among the rural communities.

With regard to the progress of Mercosur, he stressed the creation of its structural funds, which, 
though initially funded at a low level, were the outcome of a bold political decision and would 
certainly help correct Mercosur's asymmetries, notably the unequal size of the four founder 
members' economies. 

The delegation also met the Foreign Minister, Mrs Leila Rachid, holding an exchange of views 
with her on expectations regarding the coming WTO summit in Hong Kong. Mrs Rashid 
identified agricultural subsidies and market access as the main negotiating issues. On the 
European side, stress was laid on the EU's reforms of the CAP and the importance of not 
allowing the EU-Mercosur negotiations to be dependent on the outcome in Hong-Kong. The 
minister said she hoped an agreement with the EU would lead to the opening-up of markets for 
new products such as soya, cotton, sugar and sesame. 

The Europeans also stressed the Union's strong support for democracy in Latin America and for 
the fight against poverty, recalling that this problem affects 50% of Paraguay's population.

Concerning integration in Mercosur, reference was made to the forthcoming enlargement to 
include Venezuela: the enlargement will run parallel to the deepening now under way, 
especially at institutional level. Several members of the EP delegation recommended that any 
enlargement should be preceded by more deepening and the consolidation of the organisation 
and the links between the existing members. A major problem exists in the form of the need to 
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reform the national constitutions in order to advance towards a supranational dimension. It was 
also pointed out that there is no unified customs code or court of justice for dispute settlement.  

Paraguay firmly supports greater integration within Mercosur, viewing it as much more than an 
agreement, indeed as a strategic alliance of an essentially political nature. Paraguay's strategic 
location between the Andean Community and the rest of Mercosur could prove highly beneficial 
in terms of the improved communications that are likely to result from a possible agreement 
between the two blocs.

Reference was also made to the recent Summit of the Americas and the generalised rejection of 
the FTAA by the South American public, an attitude contrasting strongly with the citizens' 
reaction to the notion of an agreement with the EU. 

Meetings with members of the legislature:

The delegation held a working meeting with the President of the National Assembly, Mr 
Carlos Filizzola, which was also attended by the chairman of the national section of the 
Mercosur Joint Parliamentary Committee, Mr Alfonso González Núñez. They gave information 
on the project for a Mercosur parliament (Parlasur), to be decided on at the forthcoming summit 
of Mercosur presidents in December. This Parliament, which would begin operations on 1 
January 2007, would, for a transitional period, have equal numbers of members from each 
country and would be made up of national parliamentarians. This reform would be the first step 
in transforming Mercosur from a trade bloc into a 'Southern Union' in which integration would 
acquire a visible social face.

Our partners also expressed the view that integration, with the democracy clause, is the best 
antidote to the regressive tendencies still existing in certain sectors of society.

Finally, Mr Filizzola transmitted an invitation to President Borrell to address the National 
Assembly next time he visits the region.

Meeting with representatives of civil society:

The delegation held a working meeting with representatives of civil society active in the areas of 
the environment and rural development. They referred to the land shortage, which is 
worsened by the fact that Paraguay has a greater proportion of its population living in the 
countryside (46%) than the rest of Latin America (average: 25%). The scarcity of land has led 
part of the population to emigrate to the towns, where they find employment only in the 
informal sector. Those we spoke to said that the proportion of the population living below the 
poverty threshold had actually gone up. A further problem was that many rural communities 
lack even minimal health services. They also laid major stress on the difficulty of access to 
education, especially in the countryside.

They also criticised the lack of a proper policy for SMEs which could compensate for the lack 
of decently-paid jobs. 

There was considerable public disillusionment with the political parties, the main reason being 
corruption.
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Another meeting with representatives of civil society was held to discuss subjects related to 
human rights, gender equality and the protection of children. Those we spoke to said it was 
difficult to work with the authorities, thanks to the lack of transparency in project management, 
the lack of support for NGOs and rampant corruption.

Other meetings:

The delegation visited the 'Instituto Kolping' project. The objective of this project is to 
educate young people for working life, on the basis of close links with companies: the result is 
curricula which are not purely academic but are adapted to real labour market needs. The main 
areas offered are mechanical skills, catering and information technology.

Also included was an interesting exchange of views with representatives of business, who 
expressed concern over the CAP subsidies.

URUGUAY

Internal situation:

Uruguay, unlike most Latin American countries, has suffered only rarely from military 
intervention since independence. In the last hundred years there have been only two coups, in 
1933 and 1973.

Uruguayan politics have been dominated by the alternation of two parties: the Blanco party and 
the Colorado party. This pattern has been broken with the creation of the Frente Amplio (Broad 
Front). The 1999 elections were won on the second round by the candidate of the Colorado 
party, although the first round had been won by the candidate of the Frente Amplio, Mr Tabaré 
Vázquez. That victory entailed a coalition with the Blanco party, which broke down in 2002, 
following which the elections of 31 October 2004 were won by Tabaré Vázquez. This result 
represented a further tilt to the left for Latin American politics, in the wake of the victories of 
Presidents Lagos, Lula da Silva and Kirchner.

The Frente Amplio also won the local and departmental elections.

A few months after the new government was sworn in (1 March 2005) the first clashes occurred 
with the trade unions, over pay issues and the ratification of the investment treaty with the US, 
signed by the former President Batllé and defended by the present Minister for the Economy, 
Danilo Astori.

The Tabaré Vázquez is now having to deal with two controversial issues: that of state control of 
the water industry and that of the reopening of the investigations into the human rights 
violations under the military dictatorship. The second issue has generated unease in the ranks of 
the military, while the first - governmental confirmation of the water concessions - implies non-
respect for the result of the referendum held on the matter on 31 October 2004.

Uruguay is almost certainly the country most committed to integration: Mercosur's Secretariat 
has its seat in Montevideo. President Tabaré Vázquez has spoken on many occasions in favour 
of deepening Mercosur and enlarging it to include the other countries of South America. He has 
also stressed the need for the regional bloc to move towards transnational forms of decision-
making. It is probable that the Uruguayan public is the most pro-integration. 
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Nonetheless, there are open disagreements with Argentina, notably over the installation of a 
cellulose plant near the border between the two countries and Uruguay's complaints regarding 
its neighbour's subsidies to certain products.

Economically, life in Uruguay is now far removed from the prospects that once existed for a 
country which, at the beginning of the twentieth century, was the richest in Latin America. This 
state of affairs is largely the product of the world crisis of the 1970s and, notably, the recent 
Argentinian crisis, as well as of foot-and-mouth outbreaks. Some of those we talked to added 
that the creation of the EEC had the effect of closing borders to Uruguayan agricultural and 
stockbreeding products which had traditionally had their export markets in Europe. Today, the 
EU is Mercosur's second biggest trading partner, behind the US. 

Today the economic situation has improved. largely thanks to the support of the international 
financial institutions, debt restructuring and a floating currency. Growth was 2.% in 2003 and
7% in 2004; the forecast for 2005 is 4.5%.

The Tabaré Vázquez government has put social policy high on the agenda, attempting to help 
Uruguayans living in poverty and destitution by means of the National Social Emergency 
Attention Plan (PANES).

Uruguay's geographical location, as well as its capital laws and free zone regime, give it the 
potential to become a major financial and stock exchange centre - advantages which a 
developing Mercosur reinforces. 

EU-Uruguay relations entered a new dimension with the signing, in December 1995, of a
cooperation agreement aimed essentially at an interregional partnership. The EU-Uruguay 
Memorandum of Understanding, signed in 2001, provides for aid to the sum of EUR 18.6 m, 
centred on economic reform, the modernisation of the state and social development. 

Meetings with the government:

The delegation chairman was received by the President, Mr Tabaré Vázquez, who was 
assured of the EP delegation's support for the rapid conclusion of the EU-Mercosur association 
agreement.

President Tabaré stressed Uruguay's firm commitment to regional integration as a contribution 
to a multipolar world. He also expressed his support for a deepened and enlarged Mercosur. The 
accession of Venezuela in the near future, and in the longer term perhaps of Mexico, would 
make the bloc less asymmetrical. From the technical viewpoint Venezuela's entry would bring in 
its wake difficulties in adapting derived law.

On the EU-Mercosur negotiations, the President said he was they would be completed before 
Venezuela actually joined. The main present problem was Brazil's attitude pending the outcome 
of Hong Kong. Failure of the Round would make Brazil likely to adopt a more favourable 
position vis-à-vis the bilateral negotiations and facilitate completion of the negotiations with the
EU before the Fourth Summit of Heads of State and Government in Vienna.

Also discussed were the reform of the CAP, which is not well understood in the region, and the 
future importance for the Mercosur economies of the opening-up of the EU market after the 
agreement comes into force.
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The delegation held a working meeting with the Foreign Minister, Mr Reinaldo Gargano, 
who said he favoured arriving at the Vienna summit with the text of a draft EU-Mercosur 
agreement, even if it was not as ambitious as that initially negotiated.

Regarding the regional dimension, he stressed the shortfall in integration with particular regard 
to land, rail and water transport infrastructures whose creation would boost trade. He also 
regretted the non-trade barriers still existing between the Mercosur partners.

Finally, an interesting exchange of views took place on the potential contribution of South 
American regional integration to the health of the region's younger or more fragile democracies.

Exchanges of views were held with the Minister for the Economy, Mr Danilo Astori, on the 
internal situation in Uruguay and on the EU-Mercosur negotiations. 

On the first point, Mr Astori stressed that the last few years had seen a deterioration in the 
economic situation of the population, leading to greater inequality and poverty. The only way 
out was to pursue a long-term social policy comprising internal tax reforms and increased 
foreign investment oriented towards job creation. Financial, budgetary and tax reform would 
bring about an improved business climate, with clearer and more stable rules. 

Meanwhile, the government had implemented an emergency plan for the poorest households. It 
was certainly not intended to make this plan permanent.

Internationally, the financial markets saw Uruguayan policy as sound, and it had therefore been 
possible to achieve the swift placement of bonds on the international markets and to negotiate in 
record time with the international financial organisations, notably the IMF.

With regard to regional integration, he said it was being held back by the failure to put the 
proposed free trade area into full operation, the weakness of the institutions and the lack of 
economic policy coordination.

Concerning the EU-Mercosur negotiations, Mr Astori said that the 'negotiating climate' had 
improved following the recent visit of Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner. There was also an 
interesting discussion on the reform of the CAP, whose details are not properly understood by 
the majority of our partners in the region, and on the need, as recognised by both sides, to move 
swiftly towards an agreement which will restore political to the political objective of holding 
committed negotiations.

The delegation held a working meeting with the Ministers of Education and Culture, Mr 
Jorge Brovetto, Social Development, Mrs Marina Arismendi, Housing, Planning and the 
Environment, Mr Mariano Arana, Employment and Social Security, Mr Eduardo Bonomi, 
and Health, Mrs Julia Muñoz, who provided info on government social policy. Particular 
stress was laid on the successful policy of coordinating social policies and its avoidance of 
duplication. The ministers also pointed out that much of their work was realised in the 
framework of an ongoing dialogue with civil society organisations. 

Mention was also made of the need for funding of the various programmes under way. This 
would only be possible on the basis of a far-reaching tax reform which would put an end to 
Uruguay's tax-haven image and take proper account of the taxpayers' capacity to pay.

On the situation in the country, the ministers said that impoverishment had meant that the social 
services previously provided by the State could not be maintained at the same level. The 2002 
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crisis had loomed large here. The emergency plans devised to alleviate the effects of the crisis 
were still in operation. Our partners said they planned to move into a prevention-oriented phase: 
this would, from all points of view, be less expensive and more useful than the emergency 
orientation.

Some of the ministers, especially the health minister, were quite critical of the EU programmes, 
although, as some of those we spoke to pointed out, this attitude arises essentially from lack of 
awareness of their scope and objectives. Once again it is crystal clear that it is essential to 
publicise and inform more intensively on the considerable sums being channelled by the 
Commission and the Member States in the form of aid to Uruguay and other countries in the 
region.

Meetings with the legislature

The delegation held a working meeting with the Vice-President of the Republic, Mr Nin 
Novoa, and the President of the House of Representatives, Mrs Nora Castro, who explained 
the make-up of the current government, with its pioneering break from 175 years in which the 
Blanco and Colorado parties had alternated in power. The victory of the left bloc led by Tabaré 
Vázquez had been unique in Latin America and could be a model to imitate.

Mr Novoa and Mrs Castro provided information on the expectations aroused by the Mercosur 
presidential summit to be held in Montevideo in December, at which Venezuela would be 
admitted and the reforms proposed. They stressed the importance of the establishment of the 
structural funds and the regional parliament. With Latin American as with European integration, 
widening and deepening had to go hand in hand: Mercosur was thus making proof of its vitality 
and dynamism.

Reference was also made to the political effort in favour of integration which had been made by 
both Argentina and Brazil, who had accepted that, for a transitional period, Parlasur would have 
equal numbers of members from each country, while also agreeing to the creation and 
establishment of the structural funds.

The EP delegation stressed the importance in any integration project of the willingness to pool 
sovereignty and transfer powers to supranational bodies.

On the EU-Mercosur negotiations, both sides agreed that they had been unduly protracted and 
that it was necessary to reach a political agreement, as soon as possible and prior to the Fourth 
Summit of EU/LAC Heads of State and Government to be held in Vienna. The EP delegation  
further stressed that the agreement will lead to a considerable improvement in access for 
Uruguayan products to EU markets.

Finally, an interesting exchange of views was held on the compatibility of the different Latin 
American integration models - the Andean Community, Mercosur, and the recently created 
South American Community of Nations. It was felt that Venezuela's entry and the hoped-for 
accessions of Bolivia and Chile would lead to an improved regional balance.

Tenth Joint Meeting of the Mercosur Joint Parliamentary Committee: 

The legislators had taken part in the Tenth Interparliamentary Meeting in Montevideo, in which 
they discussed, notably, the reforms under way in Mercosur, which will improve the 
institutional framework, especially in parliamentary terms, and pave the way for the entry of 
Venezuela and other new members.
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Thus, the President-in-office, Mr Roberto CONDE provided information on the decisions 
likely to emerge from the Summit of Presidents to be held on 8 December 2005. 

Concerning Mercosur's future parliamentary body, whose name is likely to be Parlasur, it has 
been agreed that it will be set up in December 2006 and will be modelled on the European 
Parliament. Provisionally, each country will have 18 representatives, who will for the time being 
be national parliamentarians.

Also stressed was the creation of a regional structural fund, with a provisional endowment of 
USD 100 m:  this initiative should be viewed as above all political. The fund will be open to 
contributions from outside the region.

An interesting exchange of views was held on Venezuela's accession to Mercosur. This decision 
has not met with the approval of the US. It was stressed, however, that Venezuela will most 
certainly have to accept Mercosur's democracy clause (the Ushuaia Protocol). There will be 
problems insofar as Venezuela is still a member of the Andean Community, has agreements in 
force with third countries, and will have to implement the existing Mercosur protocols, notably 
the Los Olivos protocol on dispute settlement. It will also have to apply the 1600 Mercosur rules 
that are already in force. Finally, Venezuela's accession will have to be ratified by the 
parliaments of the five countries.

Several Latin American parliamentarians recalled that the ultimate goal is broader regional 
integration through the South American Community of Nations.

Finally, a debate was held on the calendar of joint activities for 2006. It was stressed that the 
visit to Strasbourg of the Brazilian President, Mr Lula da Silva, could be the best moment for a 
future interparliamentary meeting.

It was also agreed to create a monitoring group for the EU-Mercosur negotiations. The 
following were the first to be appointed to this group: Mr Varela Suanzes and Mr Atanasof.

The meeting concluded with the adoption of a joint declaration (text included in this report). .

The delegation also held a working meeting with the four ambassadors who make up 
Mercosur's Committee of Permanent Representatives, which discussed a number of the 
impediments to Mercosur's further development and the continuing obstacles in the EU-
Mercosur negotiations. 

At both meetings, the EP delegation stressed the major reforms which the EU has already 
introduced in the different sections of the CAP, especially with regard to changing the system of 
aids to production.

Other meetings:

The delegation visited the project 'Aid to disadvantaged communities on the outskirts of 
Montevideo', whose main objectives are the improvement of social and economic conditions 
and the quality of life, as well as job creation. The main instrument used is skills-oriented 
training to permit the acquisition of professional qualifications needed for existing jobs. The 
programme is targeted on those in situations of marginality, poverty or vulnerability.

Conclusions:
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Uruguay and Paraguay are both very strongly in favour of regional integration, on the grounds 
that it will secure them new market niches. They also believe that mechanisms must be adopted 
to bridge the gap in size between the two countries and their larger partners. They support the 
negotiations with the EU, despite being very critical of the CAP (those we spoke to nonetheless 
often attacked aspects of the CAP which no longer apply). There is a widespread lack of 
information regarding the present-day nature of the CAP and of its recent reforms - and, indeed, 
on recent developments in the EU in general. This is particularly so with regard to the financial 
and technical efforts which have been made through the Commission, especially in Uruguay. It 
therefore appears desirable to undertake a broader information policy on cooperation in the two 
countries and, in general, on the objectives and workings of the EU.
The EU's negotiations with both Mercosur and Chile aimed at achieving association agreements 
(fourth-generation agreements) were launched in the framework of the First Summit of EU/LAC 
Heads of State and Government held in Río in June 1999. The agreement with Chile is already 
in force, but the negotiations with Mercosur have encountered numerous stumbling-blocks.

During the present parliamentary term, each of the four Mercosur countries was visited by a 
working group of the delegation, making it possible to discuss the negotiations' development 
and prospects. The two smaller countries are strongly committed to moving forward with the 
negotiations; the two big countries are somewhat less enthusiastic. This is especially so in the 
case of Brazil, whose negotiators have rarely shown much desire to forge ahead. Venezuela's 
accession to Mercosur  remains for the moment a purely political decision, but may have 
consequences for the future. Since the visit, the outcome of Hong Kong has become known, and 
the results are such that we can glimpse the possibility of the negotiations moving into their final 
phase in 2006.
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TENTH JOINT INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING -
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT/MERCOSUR JOINT PARLIAMENTARY 

COMMITTEE
Montevideo – Uruguay

24 November 2005
JOINT DECLARATION

1. The EP delegation congratulates the JPC on the progress achieved in recent months 
towards the creation of the Mercosur parliament, and hopes that its members will be 
elected by universal suffrage within the time-frame laid down in the constituent protocol. 
It also congratulates Mercosur on the forthcoming accession of Venezuela as a full 
member.

2. Both parties recognise the obstacles to progress in the talks forming part of the 
negotiations for the EU-Mercosur Biregional Association Agreement, and hope that the 
negotiations will resume before the Fourth EU/LAC Summit of Heads of State and 
Government, and that the outcome will be fair trading conditions which reduce the 
asymmetries between countries and promote development and social inclusion. 

3. Equally, both parties reaffirm their desire to develop the parliamentary dialogue by 
means of the other mechanisms already existing in the context of the EU/LAC 
Interparliamentary Conferences or the preparatory meetings for the Summits of Heads of 
State and Government. To this end, they undertake to ensure that their delegations are of 
the necessary weight and to hold a meeting before the Summit to be held in Bregenz on 
24 and 25 April 2006.

4. Both delegations undertake to work in a coordinated and complementary fashion to 
promote awareness and understanding of the political, social, cultural and economic 
realities of both regions, with especial stress on creating instruments and measures for 
the active and dynamic participation of civil society in integration between the two 
regions.

5. They therefore decide to appoint the members of the bi-regional working group for 
monitoring the evolution of the negotiations for the EU-Mercosur Association 
Agreement, set up by the Eighth Interparliamentary Meeting (Buenos Aires, 22 
November 2004), which will begin work in January 2006 after the WTO's Hong Kong
meeting.

6. The delegations agree to work for the best possible use of the grants offered by the EU to 
students, and undertake to organise information campaigns in order to stimulate young 
people's participation.

7. The JPC expresses its gratitude for the EU's very welcome decision to support the 
creation of the Mercosur Parliament by means of a new cooperation project, and believes 
that the European experience will be of great value for the conception and establishment 
of the future parliament.

8. The next meeting will be held at the European Parliament in the first half of 2006.
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PARLAMENTO EUROPEO
http://www.europarl.eu.int/

Delegación para las relaciones con MERCOSUR
Visita de un grupo de trabajo a Paraguay y Uruguay

2 - 25 de noviembre de 2005
Lista de Participantes

Miembros de la Delegación

Nombre Apellido Grupo 
político

País

Sr. Massimo D'ALEMA, Presidente
• Comisión de Asuntos Exteriores, Miembro
•  Comisión de Pesca, Miembro

PSE Italia

Sr. Antoine DUQUESNE, Vicepresidente Segundo
• Comisión de Libertades Civiles, Justicia y Asuntos de 
Interior, Miembro

***

ALDE Bélgica

Sra María del 
Pilar

AYUSO GONZÁLEZ (1)
● Comisión de Medio Ambiente, Salud Pública y Seguridad 
Alimentaria

PPE-DE España 

Sra. Monica FRASSONI
● Comisión de Asuntos Jurídicos

Verts/AL

E

Italia

Sr. Daniel HANNAN (1)
● Comisión de Asuntos Constitucionales

PPE-DE Gran 
Bretaña 

Sra Amalia SARTORI
● Comisión de Derechos de la Mujer e Igualdad de Género

PPE-DE Italia

Sr. Daniel VARELA (2)
● Comisión de Comercio Internacional, Vicepresidente

PPE-DE España 

(1) unicamente Montevideo
(2) unicamente Asunción

Grupos Políticos de los Miembros de la Delegación

PPE-DE - Grupo del Partido Popular Europeo (Demócrata-Cristianos) y Demócratas Europeos
PSE - Grupo del Partido de los Socialista Europeos
ALDE Grupo de la Alianza de los Demócratas y Liberales por Europa
Verts/ALE Grupo de los Verdes/Alianza Libre Europea 
GUE/NGL Grupo Confederal de la Izquierda Unitaria Europea/Izquierda Verde Nórdica 
IND/DEM Grupo Independencia/Democracia 
UEN Grupo Unión por la Europa de las Naciones 
NI No inscritos
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Secretaría de la Delegación

Sr. Luis MARTÍNEZ-GUILLÉN Administrador principal, Jefe de la 

Secretaría

Sr. Raymond HERDIES Asistente principal

Secretarías de los Grupos Políticos

Sra Maria Odilia HENRIQUES Consejera grupo PSE

Intérpretes

Sra. Linda FITCHETT-ROLL EN Jefe de equipo

Sr. Francis COLE EN

Sr Diego GARZON NÚNEZ ES

Sra Andrea BATEMAN-SUBERCASEAUX ES

Otros participantes

Sr. Giuseppe FORTUNATO Asistente del Presidente, Sr. 

D'ALEMA
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE 'MERCOSUR'

Visit of a working group to Paraguay & Uruguay 

20 - 23 November 2005

Programme 'Paraguay'

Sunday 20 November Europe / Paraguay

Arrivals of MEPs at Silvio Pettirossi Int'l Airport09:50
PZ602 TAM

From Sao Paulo
11:30

PZ707 TAM
From Sao Paulo

23:20
PZ700 TAM

From Buenos Aires

Transfer to the hotel & check-in:
Sheraton Asuncion Hotel
Av. Aviadores Del Chaco 2066, Asunción
Tel +595 21 617 7150 Fax +595 21 617 7158

Monday 21 November Asunción

09:50
PZ602 TAM

From Sao Paulo 
11:30

PZ707 TAM
From Sao Paulo

11:55
PZ702 TAM

From Montevideo

Arrivals of MEPs at Silvio Pettirossi Int'l Airport 

Transfer to the hotel & check-in:
Sheraton Asuncion Hotel
Av. Aviadores Del Chaco 2066, Asunción
Tel +595 21 617 7150 Fax +595 21 617 7158

Transportation:  Orange minibus, Mercedes Benz, 22 seats
12:30 departure from hotel
13:00 Lunch hosted by Ms. Leila Rachid, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Granados Park Hotel
Estrella & 15 de Agosto, Asunción

15:30 Departure from hotel. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus
16:00 Audience with HE Carlos Filizzola, President of Parliament. 

Palacio Legislativo
Av. República y 14 de Mayo, Asunción

25-minute drive from Parliament to Delegation. Transportation: 
Mercedes and minibus

17:30 Meeting with leading NGOs engaged in environmental and rural issues.
Delegation of the EC in Paraguay
America 404, Asuncion
Tel +595 21 206069 Fax +595 21 213975 
delegation-paraguay@cec.eu.int

Return to hotel

mailto:delegation-paraguay@cec.eu.int
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20:00 Departure from hotel. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus
20:30 Dinner hosted by Benedetto Amari, Ambassador of Italy in Paraguay.

Quesada 5871 c/Bélgica, Asunción
Tel +595 21 615620 / 615621 Fax +595 21 615622

E-mail: ambitalia@cmm.com.py

Tuesday 22 November Asunción

07:15 Free Breakfast

08:20 Departure from hotel. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus
09:00 Audience with HE Nicanor Duarte Frutos, President of the Republic of 

Paraguay
Palacio de Lopez
Paraguayo Independiente e/ O’Leary y Ayolas, Asunción

30-minute drive from Presidency to Delegation. Transportation: 
Mercedes and minibus

10:30 Meeting with leading NGOs engaged in human rights defence.
Delegation of the EC in Paraguay
America 404, Asuncion
Tel +595 21 206069 Fax +595 21 213975 
delegation-paraguay@cec.eu.int

12:00 Buffet lunch with NGOs 
representatives.

Delegation of the EC in 
Paraguay
America 404, Asuncion
Tel +595 21 206069 Fax +595 
21 213975 
delegation-
paraguay@cec.eu.int

12:30  Spanish MEPs ONLY
Lunch hosted by Eduardo De 
Quesada, Ambassador of Spain in 
Asuncion 

Ambassador’s Residence
Rodo 225 & Mcal Lopez, 
Asuncion

.

14:30 Field visit to Project
Kolping Institute (Vocational and Technical School)
Río Ypané 685 y Primera Junta Municipal. Zona Norte (Fernando de 
la Mora).
Tel +595 21 510971   kolping@conexión.com.py

Departure from institute 16:30. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus
17:00

18:45

Press conference (will attend: Ambassador Benedetto Amari (EU 
Presidency) 

Delegation of the EC in Paraguay
America 404, Asuncion
Tel +595 21 206069 Fax +595 21 213975
delegation-paraguay@cec.eu.int

Mr. D'Alema only: interview by Hugo Ruiz Olazar (ABC newspaper)
Yegros 745, Asunción tel +595 21 4151000

mailto:ambitalia@cmm.com.py
mailto:delegation-paraguay@cec.eu.int
mailto:delegation-paraguay@cec.eu.int
mailto:delegation-paraguay@cec.eu.int
mailto:kolping@conexi�n.com.py
mailto:delegation-paraguay@cec.eu.int
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Return to hotel. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus

19:30 Departure from hotel. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus
20:00 Dinner hosted by Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Asociación Rural del Paraguay
Transchaco Km. 14, Mariano Roque Alonso
Tel/Fax +595 21 754412
www.arp.org.py

Departure time to be agreed. Transportation: Mercedes and minibus

Wednesday 23 November Asunción / Uruguay 

04:45 Check-out and leave for Silvio Pettirossi Int'l Airport

06:00
PZ703 TAM

To Montevideo

Departure of MEPs & supportive staff.

http://www.arp.org.py
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE 'MERCOSUR'

Visit of a working group to Uruguay 

23 - 25 November 2005

Programme
Tuesday 22 November

11:05 Arrival of Mrs AYUSO GONZALEZ at Carrasco Montevideo airport
– flight IB 6863 from Madrid 
Transfer to Hotel Radisson, Plaza Independencia 759
Tel. (+598-2) 902-0111 / fax (+598-2) 902-6933

Wednesday 23 November Asunción / Uruguay 

09:40 Arrival of Delegation at Carrasco Montevideo airport and transfer to 
Hotel: Radisson Montevideo, Plaza Independencia 759
MONTEVIDEO
Tel. (+598-2) 902-0111 / fax (+598-2) 902-6933

11:05 Arrival of Mr. Daniel HANNAN at Carrasco Montevideo airport – flight PU 231 from Sao Paolo
Transfer to Hotel Radisson

11:30 Exclusive Interview Mr. D’ALEMA / 'Busqueda', weekly political journal in Uruguay
Place: Hotel Radisson, room Cezanne, 4th floor

12:40 Leave hotel

13:00 Briefing/lunch with the EU Ambassadors and the Head of the EU delegation
Place: Delegation of the European Commission, Blvd. Artigas 1300

15:00 Leave EC Delegation

15:30 Visita to proyect 'Apoyo a sectores necesitados de la Periferia Urbana de 
Montevideo' – PAPPUM
Meeting with social Ministers: 
• Mr. Jorge BROVETTO, Minister for Education and Culture
• Mrs Marina ARISMENDI, Minister for Social Development – Emergency Plan
• Mr. Mariano ARANA, Minister for Housing, Territorial Organisation and 

Environment 
• Mrs. Maria Julia MUÑOZ, Minister for Public Health
• Mr. Eduardo BONOMI, Minister for Labour and Social Security
and Ambassador Hugh Salvesen, UK
Place: CEDEL Carrasco Norte, Hotel del Lago, Parque Rivera

17:00 Return to hotel

19:15 Leave hotel

19:30 Reception hosted by Head of Delegation
Place: Golf Club, Bulevar Artigas 379
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Thursday 24 November Montevideo

08:30 Breakfast Mr. D’ALEMA (+ 2/3 ?) with international press agencies
Place: Radisson Hotel, Room Cezanne, 4th floor

09:00 Live Radio Interview Mr. D’ALEMA / 'El Espectador'
Place: Hotel Radisson, Room Rembrandt, 4th floor

09:40 Leave hotel

10:00 Meeting with Mr. Rodolfo NIN NOVOA, Vice-President of the Republic of 
Uruguay, President of the General Assembly
Place: Palacio Legislativo, Avda. de las Leyes s/n, entry Chamber of Senators

11:00 Meeting with Mrs. Nora CASTRO, President of the Chamber of Representatives
Place: Palacio Legislativo

11:45 Departure of Mrs SARTORI, flight PU 222 to Sao Paolo

12:30 Meeting with Mr. Reinaldo GARGANO, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Place: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Colonia 1206, 6th floor

13:15 Return to Hotel Radisson for lunch break

14:30 Leave hotel

14:45 Meeting with Mr. Danilo ASTORI, Minister for Economy and Finance
Place: Office of Minister, Ministry for Economy and Finance, 3rd floor Paraguay 
1407

16:00 Xth Bi-regional Meeting with CPC (Joint Parliamentary Commission) of Mercosur
Place: Mercosur Building, Meeting Room CPRM, 3rd floor, Luis Piera 1992

18:00 Return to hotel (except for Mr. D’ALEMA)

18:00 Closure by Mr. D’ALEMA of seminar with Latin American Association of 
Integration (ALADI) /Red MERCOSUR on EU/Latin American relations.
Presence of Mr. Didier OPERTTI BADÁN, Secretary General of ALADI
Place: ALADI, Cebollatí 1461

18:30 Return Mr. D’ALEMA to hotel

20:00 Leave hotel

20:30 Dinner offered by Mr. Rodolfo Nin Novoa, Presidency of the General Assembly of 
the Oriental Republic of Uruguay
Place: Complejo Riviera – Salón Flamingo, Rbla. República de México 6095
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Friday 25 November Montevideo

08:50

09:00

Leave hotel - Mrs AYUSO GONZALEZ 

Opening by Mrs AYUSO GONZALEZ of 'Seminaire on Social Economy en the EU 
and MERCOSUR', organized by CPC and the Meeting of Specialized MERCOSUR 
Cooperatives
Place: MERCOSUR Building, Luis Piera 1992

10:15 Meeting with representatives of the Uruguayan civil society
Place: Delegation of the European Commission, Blvd. Artigas 1300

11:30 Meeting with Commission of Permanent MERCOSUR Representatives 
Ambassadors
Place: Edificio MERCOSUR, Luis Piera 1992

13:00 Lunch with representatives of the Uruguayan private sector
Place: Restaurant Montecristo, Francisco Vidal 638

Return to hotel

18:45 Departure of Mr. HANNAN, flight PU 230 to Sao Paolo

19:50 Departure of Mr. AYUSO GONZALEZ, flight AA 900 to Buenos Aires

Saturday 26 November Montevideo/ Europe

Departure of Mrs FRASSONI

14:10 Departure of Mr. D’ALEMA, flight AR 1225 to Buenos Aires

20:30 Departure of Mr DUQUESNE, flight UA 846 to Buenos Aires


