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Presidency Conclusions — Brussels, 19/20 June 2008

64.

The EU is determined to provide an effective collective response to the new challenges to
development posed in particular by climate change and high food prices. With regard to
climate change, the EU is determined, where relevant, to help developing countries,
particularly poor developing countries most vulnerable to climate change, to move towards
sustainable economic growth and to adapt to climate change, in line with the agreement
reached in Bali to launch negotiations aimed at securing a global agreement on climate
change in Copenhagen in 2009. It will work for the effective implementation of the 2007
"Global Climate Change Alliance” and will explore ways to mobilise new financial resources
to tackle climate change and combat its negative impact. In this context, the EU will work,

inter alia, on the basis of the Commission proposal for a global financing mechanism.

Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean

65.

66.

67.

The Mediterranean region is an area of vital strategic importance to the European Union in
political, economic and social terms. The Barcelona Process has been the central instrument
for Euro-Mediterranean relations since 1995 and has allowed the strong promotion of
multilateral and bilateral cooperation. Building on and reinforcing previous successes, the
"Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean" will inject further momentum into the
Union's relations with the Mediterranean. It will complement ongoing bilateral relations

which will continue within existing policy frameworks.

The European Council welcomes the Commission's Communication of 20 May 2008 and, in
particular, the proposals to add an enhanced political and institutional dimension to the EU's
relations with Mediterranean partners through a new political impetus, notably by holding
biennial summits, and to reinforce the shared ownership of the Partnershib through the

establishment of a co-presidency with due regard for the relevant provisions of the Treaties.

On this basis, the EU will conduct the necessary consultations with all Euro-Mediterranean

partners with a view to preparing a joint declaration to be adopted at the Paris Summit for the

Mediterranean on 13 July 2008.
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