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INTRODUCTION

- Delegations from the Latin American Parliament and the European Parliament met in 
Brussels, Belgium, from 20 to 22 May 2003 for the XVIth European Union/Latin 
America Interparliamentary Conference. The previous conferences were held in Bogotá 
(July 1974), Luxembourg (November 1975), Mexico City (July 1977), Rome (February 
1979), Bogotá (January 1981), Brussels (June 1983), Brasilia (June 1985), Lisbon (June 
1987), San José de Costa Rica (January/February 1989), Seville (April 1991), Sao Paulo 
(May 1993), Brussels (June 1995), Caracas (May 1997), Brussels (March 1999) and 
Valparaíso (April 2001).

- The Latin American Parliament was represented by delegations from the following 
countries: the Netherlands Antilles, Argentina, Aruba, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, 
Chile, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam, 
Uruguay and Venezuela.

- The European Parliament delegation was made up of members of the delegations for 
relations with the countries of South America and Mercosur and for relations with the 
countries of Central America and Mexico, and of members of other European Parliament 
committees and delegations.

- The Conference was formally opened by Mr Alonso PUERTA, Vice-President of the 
European Parliament, Mr Christopher PATTEN, European Commissioner for External 
Relations, Mr Sergio PÁEZ VERDUGO, President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and 
Mr Ney LOPES, President of the Latin American Parliament.

- The opening session was held on Tuesday, 20 May 2003 at the European Parliament in 
Brussels, as were all the working sessions.

- Representatives of the Central American Parliament, the Andean Parliament, the 
Mercosur Joint Parliamentary Committee and the Inter-Parliamentary Union took part in 
the Conference as special guests.

- A representative of the Senate of Puerto Rico attended as a special guest.

- The Latin American Centre for Relations with Europe (CELARE), the Economic and 
Social Committee, the European Investment Bank, the Latin American Association of 
Development Organisations (ALOP), CERCAL, CIFCA, GPI, COPA and the OMCT 
attended as observers.

- Six reports were submitted to Conference:

• 'Prospects for the European Union and Latin America in the 21st century' by Mr 
Raimond OBIOLS I GERMÀ, MEP and Mrs Yeda CRUSIUS for Latin America;

• 'Commercial integration processes in Europe and Latin America: prospects for 
Europe and the FTAA' by Mr Pedro MARSET CAMPOS, MEP and Mr Alejandro 
FOXLEY RIOSECO for Latin America;
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• 'Migration and population movements' by Mr Fernando FERNÁNDEZ MARTÍN, 
MEP and Mr Enrique GÓMEZ HURTADO for Latin America.

- The Conference was closed at a formal sitting on Thursday, 22 May 2003, addressed by 
Mr Alejo VIDAL-QUADRAS, Vice-President of the European Parliament, and Mr Jorge 
PIZARRO, Alternate President of the Latin American Parliament.

- This Act was adopted by the Conference.
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The XVIth European Union/Latin America Interparliamentary Conference

Since it was first held in 1974, the Interparliamentary Conference has played a fundamental role 
as the pre-eminent forum for dialogue between Latin America and the European Union.

The invitation to the European Parliament and the Latin American Parliament to attend the 
second Summit between the Heads of State and Government of the European Union, Latin 
America and the Caribbean was a recognition of the efforts on the part of both institutions to be 
active players in bi-regional dialogue.

I. Prospects for the European Union and Latin America in the 21st century

Multilateralism and respect for international law within the sphere of the United Nations must be 
key elements in securing peace and coexistence worldwide. To that end the UN Security Council 
has a basic role to play as regards the use of force in conflict settlement, keeping the peace and 
maintaining international security.

We are aware of the need to strengthen and reform the United Nations system by ensuring fair 
representation therein for the various regions of the world and a more balanced Security Council.

Globalisation is a fact; the challenge before us is to manage it and make solidarity and social 
justice part of its make-up. We recognise that the nation State is unable to respond to a series of 
problems beyond its control. We believe that regional integration processes are valuable factors 
for stability, development and social cohesion and will help secure and strengthen the framework 
of multilateral relations.

In this regard we see the European Union as an example of governed globalisation and hope for a 
successful outcome to the European Convention in its work to draw up a draft constitution for 
the Union.

We welcome the most recent Association Agreements concluded by the European Union with 
Mexico and Chile and hope to see negotiations with Mercosur and Central America concluded 
this year. We are pleased to note that relations between Latin America and the European Union 
are not confined to economic and commercial aspects, but that cooperation and coordination at 
political level form a substantial part of the agreements, which are a first step towards the 
consolidation in the medium term of a bi-regional partnership agreement built on these three 
pillars. We welcome future cooperation between the European Union and Latin America with a 
view to keeping the peace worldwide.

We believe that the nature of these Association Agreements and their future-developments 
clauses form a legal framework of certainty that creates a climate of stability for economic and 
trade relations and for broader cooperation in a number of spheres. We advocate maintaining the 
System of Generalised Preferences for those Latin American countries which have not concluded 
such agreements.

Our democratic systems will be bolstered and strengthened further if we can guarantee that our 
citizens are able to exercise their freedoms and enjoy equitable economic development. For that 
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reason we stress the importance of the role of the public authorities in promoting sound 
macroeconomic policies that make for sustainable growth as a guarantor of economic and social 
cohesion. Hence the importance of universal basic services for all citizens. In this regard we 
propose that a bi-regional solidarity fund be established as a means of helping to tackle 
deficiencies in the social sphere and strengthen social cohesion.

Furthermore, we highlight the key role played by transparency, good governance and the fight 
against corruption in shoring up the democratic system.

Security has become a priority for our citizens. Insecurity in its broadest sense plays its part in 
shaking public confidence in our democratic system. Therefore we stress the need to make more 
rapid progress in cooperation in those areas which serve to guarantee security and, by extension, 
individual freedoms, thus helping restore hope in the future.

II. Integration processes in Europe and Latin America

We reiterate the fact that integration cannot merely involve setting up free-trade areas. We 
recognise that the degree of integration is dependent on the implementation of convergent 
institutional, economic and social policies and instruments for solidarity that correct regional 
imbalances.

In our opinion integration – no single model for which can lend itself to export or imitation – to a 
large degree provides a regional focus for the problems that our countries share. However, we 
propose that the focus be flexible and gradual as integration efforts are pursued, and we reject 
any attempt to use existing shortcomings to put a brake on the launch of a European Union-Latin 
American partnership.

We call for the agreements linking the various regions and countries of Latin America with the 
European Union to be concluded at the earliest opportunity and at the same time we oppose 
making the results of the said agreements dependent on the Doha negotiations or developments 
in regional integration processes.

In the same vein we call on the European Commission to commence negotiations on future 
association agreements between the European Union and the Andean Community of Nations and 
Central America by 2005 at the latest and to ensure that the agreement between the European 
Union and Mercosur is concluded at the earliest opportunity – by the end of this year if possible.

We call on the European Commission to ensure that the budgetary items for Latin America and 
the Caribbean evolve freely in response to needs and undertakings, irrespective of relations with 
other regions in the world. To that end, we ask the Commission to submit a draft financial 
regulation for Latin America which is, therefore, separate from that for Asia.

We support the efforts under way to consolidate regional blocs in Latin America. However, it is 
our view that dialogue and compromise at parliamentary level help to spur integration on. Hence 
our call on Latin American countries to provide the regional parliament and subregional 
parliaments with the powers and resources required to boost integration. Likewise, we believe 
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that this dialogue should be extended as a matter of priority to include the social sector, 
management and trade unions, as well as the academic and scientific community.

We welcome the degree of integration achieved in Europe and hope that enlargement will result 
in a strengthening of ties with Latin America. We welcome the role played by the euro as a 
factor for monetary stability within both the Union and the international monetary system.

III. Migration and population movements

We note that economic imbalances, both internal and external, together with the upheaval caused 
by violence and armed conflict, constitute the main reason for the increase in migratory flows.

Accordingly it is our view that emigration is one of the issues at the top of the political agenda 
this century and that globalisation and the repercussions thereof have pushed the figures up to 
high levels whereby one in 40 of the world's population is now affected.

We believe that the extent of the migration problem requires measures that go beyond regulation 
and tackle its underlying causes. We call, therefore, on the European Union to draw up a policy 
that provides a suitable and comprehensive response to this phenomenon, and to illegal 
immigration in particular. Rather than merely addressing the direct impact of emigration, that 
policy must first and foremost analyse the root causes of migration.

We believe that migration must be a further aspect of the agreements through which migratory 
flows are regulated and, primarily, through which immigrants are fully integrated in their 
respective host countries through the recognition of their economic and social rights; this also 
means that they must be informed that they enjoy such rights. We condemn any violation of 
emigrants' human rights or labour rights.

We reject any external pressure exerted on a sovereign State with a view to offering 
consideration in respect of migratory flows in return for economic and social measures or 
provisions that fall exclusively within that State's competence.

In the medium and long term emigration will have to be a matter of priority when it comes to 
approving cooperation programmes with the aim of granting greater resources to those areas 
suffering from depopulation as a result of migration processes, focusing in particular on the 
protection and promotion of the rights of women and children.

We call on the authorities in both regions to forge a suitable response to illegal immigration, and 
to trafficking in human beings in particular, especially where such trafficking in any way 
involves the exploitation of women and children.

Lastly, we call for ways to be looked into of bringing down the excessive bank charges applied 
to remittances from emigrants.

IV. Other business
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Elections to the Central American Parliament

Both parliaments acknowledge and support the Central American Parliament's drive for 
democracy and integration in that region. Furthermore, they hope to see the Constituent Treaty
upheld and elections to the Parliament staged alongside national electoral processes.

Death penalty

We reiterate in the strongest terms our opposition to the death penalty and condemn its use in 
any country in the world.

Terrorism

Terrorism and organised crime feature high on the list of public concerns in most of our 
countries, and at the same time undermine coexistence in, and the foundations of, the democratic 
system. We condemn all acts of terrorism and organised crime in the most strenuous terms and 
call for international judicial and police cooperation procedures to be improved in order to 
combat them.

Venezuela

We reiterate our pledge to support any deliberations and decisions of the Mesa de Negociación y 
Acuerdos bringing together the government and the opposition that end in a peaceful, democratic 
and constitutional solution involving elections, which is the desire of the people of Venezuela. 
We support the decision by the European Parliament and the Latin American Parliament to 
dispatch delegations to help resolve the crisis.

Parliamentary summit in Mexico

We welcome the fact that a parliamentary meeting is to be held during the third Summit between 
the Heads of State and Government of Latin America, the Caribbean and the European Union 
due to take place in Mexico in 2004, and thank the Mexican Government for its willingness to 
act as host.

We express our willingness to take part in a preparatory committee.
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Annex I

Latin American Centre for Relations with Europe (CELARE)

The plenary session of the XVIth European Union/Latin America Interparliamentary Conference 
thanks the Latin American Centre for Relations with Europe (CELARE) for publishing the 
debates and content of the XVth Conference in Valparaíso in 2001 and of this Conference.

This Parliamentary Assembly would like to take this opportunity to reiterate its support for the 
work undertaken by CELARE in promoting, publicising and strengthening bi-regional relations.
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Annex II

External debt

The XVIth European Union/Latin America Interparliamentary Conference, meeting in Brussels 
from 20 to 22 May 2003,

Declares its support for the renegotiation of the external debt of the countries of Latin America, 
the servicing of which, in the current circumstances, prevents urgent and legitimate social and 
economic needs from being met, thereby placing democracy in those countries at risk.
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Annex III

System of Generalised Preferences

On the occasion of the XVIth European Union/Latin America Interparliamentary Conference, 
held in Brussels from 20 to 22 May 2003, the European Parliament undertakes to help ensure 
that the European Commission commences negotiations at the earliest opportunity on the 
establishment of an Association Agreement with the Andean Community and to see to it that the 
relevant System of Generalised Preferences remains in place pending approval of the said 
agreement.
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Annex IV

Environment – Medicine

The XVIth European Union/Latin America Interparliamentary Conference, meeting in Brussels 
from 20 to 22 May 2003,

Agrees to include the following items on the agenda of a future conference:

1. The effects of the activities of multinational companies on the environment and the economic 
and social impact of depredation.

2. The enforcement in Latin American and underdeveloped countries of the generic drug 
standard, excluding the obligation to pay royalties on those products for use in treating 
epidemic illnesses (HIV, hepatitis, prevalent diseases) amongst low-income populations.


	498776EN.doc

