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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES OF CENTRAL AMERICA

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH MERCOSUR
DELEGATION TO THE EU-MEXICO JPC

DELEGATION TO THE EU-CHILE JPC
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES OF THE ANDEAN COMMUNITY

EP-LATIN AMERICA INTERPARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCES

The Interparliamentary Conferences date back to 1972, when the corresponding resolutions were 
adopted in both the European and the Latin American Parliament with a view to establishing 
closer relations and maintaining permanent contacts. 

Since then there have been 16 conferences, which are held every two years with the venue 
alternating between Europe and America.

The XIVth Conference was held in March 1999 in Brussels.
The XVth was held from 23 to 27 April in Valparaiso (Chile).
The XVIth was held in Brussels from 19 to 22 May 2003.
The XVIIth will be held in Lima (PERU) from 14 to 16 June 2005.

The main objective is to develop historical, economic and cultural ties. Each of the conferences 
has set specific objectives and analysed the development of EU-Latin American relations 
between one conference and the next.

Debates are structured around two or three topics agreed by the two sides in the course of 
preparatory meetings. Each of the topics is introduced by two presentations, one by the Latin 
American side and one by the European side, which serve as a basis for subsequent debates. 
Space is also set aside for topical issues and matters of bilateral interest.

The conferences end with a final act containing conclusions and recommendations. The two 
conferences held on the eve of European summits also included a message to the Heads of State 
and Government who would be attending the I (1999, Rio), II (2002, Madrid) and III (2004, 
Guadalajara, Mexico) Summit between the EU, Latin America and the Caribbean.

The conference framework is also used to hold bilateral meetings between each of the EP 
delegations responsible for relations with Latin American countries and Members of Parliament 
representing the countries covered by those delegations. (In the previous parliamentary term 
relations with the countries of Latin America were the responsibility of only two delegations: 
one for relations with the countries of Central America and Mexico and one for relations with the 
countries of South America and Mercosur.)

The first conferences dealt chiefly with trade-related issues and support for parliamentary 
institutions. As time went on they began to address issues relating to broader and more equitable 
economic, social and political development in the region. The most salient issues have been:
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1. Community development cooperation: This is a topic which has been common to all the 
conferences. The EU has repeatedly been called upon to meet the target promoted by the 
United Nations of setting aside 0.7% of Community GDP for development cooperation.

2. EU-Latin America economic relations

Both sides have appealed for greater equity in trade and action to support regional 
economic integration. Other subtopics have been scientific and technological cooperation 
and, above all, debates on debt.

Virtually all the conferences have highlighted Latin America’s traditional trade deficit 
with the EU. They have also stressed the additional problem that Latin American exports 
are restricted almost exclusively to products with little added value and in particular to 
commodities.

The two sides have pointed to the liberalisation of international trade and regional 
economic integration as potential remedies.

Energy cooperation has also been mentioned on various occasions.

3. Political relations between the EU and Latin America

The political dialogue has focused chiefly on supporting democracy, protecting and 
upholding human rights and, more recently, on political integration processes and the role 
of regional parliaments.

Whenever a conflict has arisen, both parties have called for solutions to be sought 
through dialogue.

4. Social problems

On various occasions, discussions have also centred on poverty, the problem of chronic 
under-nourishment affecting the majority of developing countries, and drugs as a threat to 
the stability of democratic regimes.

The debates on the role of women and their crucial importance in the development 
process, as well as the problem of the ‘feminisation of poverty’, concluded with a 
proposal for backing to be given to specific programmes aimed at supporting women.

An issue which has become increasingly important is that of migratory flows, which have 
been particularly marked in recent years.
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5. Other issues

Culture and environmental protection

The most recent conferences have called for cooperation to be stepped up and for the 
commitments made within international fora to be fulfilled.

The great disappointment of the first conferences was the fact that the content of the Final 
Act was very seldom put into practice. At subsequent conferences, particular emphasis 
has been placed on seeking ways of implementing the recommendations through 
consultation between the Bureaux of the two institutions.

The XVIth Conference, Brussels, 19-22 May 2003

Participants:

- Members of Parliament from our two delegations and members of 
committees concerned

- Latin American Members of Parliament from 20 countries
- Representatives of Parlacen, the Andean Parliament and the Mercosur 

Joint Parliamentary Committee
- The following attended the conference as observers: representatives of 

CELARE,  the Economic and Social Committee, the European Investment 
Bank, the Latin American Association of Promotion Organisations, 
CERCAL, CIFCA, the IAPG, COPA and the OMCT.

Presentations:

Three topics were presented, with a rapporteur for each region and each topic:

‘Prospects for the European Union and Latin America in the 21st century’

- by the European rapporteur, Mr Raimon OBIOLS I GERMÀ, and 
Mrs Yeda CRUSIUS for the Latin American side

‘Trade-integration processes in Europe and Latin America: European perspectives 
and the FTAA’

- by the European rapporteur, Mr Pedro MARSET CAMPOS, and 
Mr Alejandro FOXLEY RIOSECO for the Latin American side

‘Migration and population movements’

- by the European rapporteur, Mr Fernando FERNÁNDEZ MARTÍN, and 
Mr Enrique GÓMEZ HURTADO for the Latin American side.
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