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The meeting opened at 9.10 with Mr HEGYTI (2nd Vice-Chairman) in the chair.
Excused: Mr VERNOLA, Mr WIERSMA, Mr KARATZAFERIS

1.
The draft agenda was adopted.

2.

Due to the fact that Mr PAPASTAMKOS was no longer a member of the delegation and had been
replaced by Mr TRAKATELLIS (minutes of Plenary 18 January 2007), the delegation elected Mr
TRAKATELLIS (official candidate of the EPP-ED Group) as Chairman by acclamation. Mr
TRAKATELLIS took over the chair.

3.
The minutes were approved.

4.

The Chair gave the floor to Ambassador REKA of the Mission of the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia to the EU, who briefed the delegation on the situation in the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia and on its relations with the EU. He highlighted that the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia had continued its efforts to implement all obligations of the SAA and the European
Partnership Agreement, and had adopted a National Programme for the adoption of acquis. Touching on
the ongoing negotiations on visa facilitation and readmission agreements, Ambassador REKA expressed
his hope that these agreements would come into force by the end of 2007, and in this context he pointed
to the critical role the EP played for that to become reality. He further raised the name issue and argued
that the use of "Republic of Macedonia" in international relations during the last 16 years had confirmed
that it did not pose any threat to Greece. Ambassador REKA additionally assured that the Government of
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia was committed to improving the dialogue with the
opposition parties, as well as to various reform activities in both the political and economic spheres, in
order to achieve results that would create conditions for the European Council to decide on opening
accession negotiations with the country by the end of 2007. The opening of accession negotiations was
the top priority for the Government of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia this year.

Mr DE PERIER, representing the European Commission, briefed the delegation on the progress made by
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia since it gained candidate status in the end of 2005. He
emphasized that the implementation of the SAA and the Ohrid Framework Agreement were crucial in the
process towards EU integration. Mr DE PERIER further highlighted that the country was well advanced
in having a functioning market economy and that substantial progress had been made in the electoral
process, but that major challenges still remained in the implementation of judiciary and political reforms,
and as regards the aligning of its legislation with EU acquis. He also noted that the pace of reform had
slowed down in 2006 and that the country had to step up its reform efforts if accession negotiations were
to open by the end of 2007.

During the exchange of views that followed Mr KUSSTATSCHER welcomed the progress made by the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, but emphasized that many things were still left to do. In this
context he underlined the importance of holding two JPC meetings a year and regretted the poor
participation by Members in the meeting. He further commented on the name issue, and highlighted that
neither Mr DE PERIER nor Ambassador REKA had raised the issue of minority groups in their briefings.

Mr HEGYT agreed with Mr KUSSTATSCHER on the importance of holding two JPC meetings a year

and further argued that the appointment of new members from Bulgaria and Romania in the delegation

would most likely change the attitude towards the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. On the other
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hand he pointed out that the attitude towards enlargement in general had shifted after the negative
outcome of the referendum on the Constitution for Europe in France and the Netherlands, and the recent
accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the EU. In this context he underlined the importance of a better
visa regime with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Ms DRCAR MURRO echoed Mr
HEGYT's opinion on the visa regime and expressed her hope of a fruitful debate in Skopje and that the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia would step up its reform efforts in 2007.

Mr DE PERIER made a short comment on the visa issue, stressing that the ongoing negotiations
concerned facilitation of the visa regime and not the abolishment of the same, but that he hoped that an
agreement could be enforced and implemented during the course of 2007.

S.
The Chair presented the Programme and the draft agenda for the JPC meeting in Skopje. He further
commented on the low participation by Members in the meeting that was brought up by Mr
KUSSTATSCHER, and stated that it was worth looking into if anything could be done to increase the
involvement of MEPs in the JPC.

Concerning first speakers at the JPC meeting, see annex 2.

6.
There was no other business.

7

The next EU-former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia JPC meeting was scheduled to take place on 29-
30 January in Skopje.

The meeting closed at 9.45.
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