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The meeting opened at 11.05 with Ms WALLIS in the chair.

1.
Draft agenda was adopted.

2. 
The minutes had been distributed to members prior to the meeting. The minutes were approved.

With a view to the 25th EU-Switzerland Interparliamentary Meeting to be held in Brussels on 
10-11 July 2006

3.
Unfortunately the Commission was, due to other obligations in Brussels, unable to send a 
representative to brief the delegation, but Ambassador MARFURT briefed members on the Swiss 
"Europe 2006 report" issued on 28 June 2006. The report highlighted the EU-Switzerland relations, 
including the EU enlargement process. The Ambassador commented on the question of having 
sectorial agreements in a framework agreement, on the bilateral agreement system, and on EU 
membership. An item of controversy was the tax system in the Swiss cantons, where the EU was 
claiming that the system was not in accordance with EU rules. However, Switzerland was of the 
opinion that the system was in compliance with the normal free trade agreements. Ambassador 
MARFURT further noted that Switzerland had scheduled a referendum for 27 November 2006 on 
the contribution to the EU cohesion, and the referendum should hopefully have a positive outcome.

In the exchange of views that followed there were interventions from Mr RÜBIG regarding 
Switzerland's position to the European Union, and Mr JANOWSKI on the issue of energy/gas 
safety. Ms WALLIS further expressed her content with the report, but was surprised to see EEA+ as 
an option for Switzerland. She also stated that differentiated EU membership would only be an 
option after full membership. 

Ambassador MARFURT responded to questions raised saying that EEA+ and differentiated 
membership were not realistic options for Switzerland. The energy questions were being discussed 
at the moment, and the tax system was a constitutional question, which was sacred in Switzerland. 

4.
The Chair presented the programme and the draft agenda for the next Interparliamentary Meeting, 
and this was followed by the nomination of first EP speakers (see Annex II). Ms BARSI-PATAKY 
underlined that the first European Parliament speakers should present the Parliament's policy on the 
different items on the agenda. 

5.
At its meeting on 5 May 2006 the SINEEA delegation decided to propose to the Conference of 
Presidents to send an EP delegation (consisting of 5 members of the SINEEA delegation) to the 
EFTA Conference on "European free trade in a globalised world" in Geneva on 16-17 November 
2006. However, as members of the EP Committee on International Trade had also been invited to 
attend the EFTA Conference, the Chair of the SINEEA delegation and the Chair of the INTA 
Committee, Mr Enrique BARÒN CRESPO, had made a joint proposal for authorisation of an EP 
delegation consisting of 6 members to attend the Conference in Geneva. Mr RÜBIG stated that he 
was interested in participating in the meeting in Geneva. 

6.
The next EU-Switzerland Interparliamentary Meeting is scheduled to take place 10-11 July in 
Brussels. 

*
*   *

The meeting closed at 12.00.
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Monday 10 July and Tuesday 11 July 2006
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BRUSSELS

First Speakers

1. Opening of the 25th EU-Switzerland Interparliamentary Meeting by Ms Diana WALLIS,
Chair of the European Parliament Delegation and by Mr Eugen DAVID, Chair of the Swiss
Delegation
 - Short overview of political situation in Switzerland and in the EU 

5. Adoption of the draft agenda

3.     The Swiss contribution to the European integration
- Mr Erwin JUTZET

  - Mr Andreas SCHWAB

4.     The constitutional process in the EU
 - Mr Jens-Peter BONDE

5. EU enlargements: experiences and perspectives
 - Mr Mieczyslaw JANOWSKI

6.  Free Movement of Services
 - The Services Directive
 - Mr Andreas SCHWAB

7.    The implementation of the bilateral agreements between Switzerland and the EU
- Mr Felix MURI

 - Mrs Diana WALLIS

8.    Current work of the EU-Switzerland joint committees
- Mr Hans Ulrich MATHYS / Mr Fabrice FILLIEZ

 - Mrs Diana WALLIS  

9.   Any other business

10.   Date and place of the next meeting 

_________________
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