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MMeessssaaggee  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr  
  

It was a no surprise that November was a very busy month for Jordan.  The country 
continued its non-restless continuous movement on all fronts.   
 
November 14 witnessed the holding of the fifth EU-Jordan Association Council in 
Brussels.  The exchange was, as always, positive and productive.  The European side 
hailed the performance of Jordan in respect to its economic, political and social 
reform.  Jordan, on its part, re-affirmed its commitment to carry on further reform 
by way of implementing its national reform plans as embedded in the National Agenda 
initiative and ‘We Are All Jordan’ initiative.  We continue also to be keen on engaging 
with our European partners within the European Neighborhood Policy and try to reap 
more benefits out of it. 
 
The town of Tampere in Finland witnessed on November 27-28 the Euro-Med Foreign 
Ministers Conference. Though we were all wishing to be received by white landscapes, 
the snow was not there. What was there is rather heated debates and tough 
negotiations with the aim of coming out with a Ministerial Declaration by consensus.  
The Arab-Israeli conflict was, intuitively, at the heart of such debate and delegates 
battled for the inclusion or omission of words.  The Barcelona Process, with its 
objective of achieving a common area of peace, stability, shared prosperity and 
economic integration in the Mediterranean region, was at stake.   
 
Due to a wise and great performance of the Finish presidency and a rather needed 
flexibility shown by various delegates, it was possible to issue the Tampere 
Conclusions by consensus.  Though this was a great achievement, our voice in Jordan 
continues to be one that calls upon all parties to go back to the negotiations table in 
order to achieve peace and stability in the Middle East by virtue of implementing 
deeds and conducting real actions rather than battling with words!  The recently 
declared cease-fire in the West Bank and Gaza is a good breakthrough.  However, 
unless carried by an institutionalized political context or framework, the recent 
positive developments in the region will continue to be fragile.  We need to act fast, 
and as His Majesty King Abdullah II warned if we do not act now, we could end up 
having three civil wars in the Middle East in the year 2007.                       
 
Due to its political stability, dynamic society and voice of reason, Jordan is becoming 
a Swiss model in the Middle East.  Against this background, Amman hosted on 
November 29-30 meetings between His Majesty King Abdullah II, US President George 
Bush, and Iraqi Premier Nouri Al-Maleki.  The Jordanian message was clear; ending 
the Palestinian tragedy is a key door opener to end other crisis in the region.  In the 
Iraqi issue, we continue to support the Iraqi government’s efforts to bring stability to 
that country and call upon all countries in the region to have a stake in the 
stabilization of Iraq and the consolidation of its integrity and the unity of its people.    
 
Dr. Ahmad Masa’deh 
Ambassador of Jordan to Belgium and the European Communities  
  

JJoorrddaann  NNeewwss  BBuulllleettiinn  
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Produced by the Embassy of Jordan/ the Mission of Jordan to the European 
Communities, Brussels - Belgium  

-  

1 Ambassador's message    
 
2 Amman Bombings, One year on…  
(9th November 2005 – 9th November 2006) 
� HM King Abdullah: Amman attacks strengthened 

Jordan will to fight terror 
� HM Queen Rania marks 1st anniversary of Amman 

bombings with survivors and victims' families 
 
3 Politics 
� Royal visit to the UK 
� The 5th EU-Jordan Association Council convened in 

Brussels on 14th November 
� Jordan-Egypt signed 16 cooperation agreements 

 
4 Economy 
� HM King Abdullah launches $750m Special Zone in 

Mafraq 
� Branded Jordanian olive oil finds markets abroad 
� WEF returns to Jordan for its Middle East meeting 

next year 
� New American-funded project expected to help in 

creating jobs and enhancing competitiveness of 
local businesses 

 
5-6 Culture & Society 
� HM Queen Rania in "TIME's" 60 Heroes List 
� Ministry of Information  & Communications launches 

e-government project 
� Jordan ready to implement education plan 
� HM Queen Rania Family & Child Centre receives top 

prize from Women's World Summit Foundation's  
� Al-Aman Fund beneficiaries doing well… 

 
7 Foreign Investment & Tourism  
� At A Glance 
� Jordan Investment Board to sign agreements with 

Belgium & Luxembourg 
� Did you know? 

 

The Jordanian Embassy welcomes your views and 
feedback. Please contact Jordan News Bulletin editor 
Dr. Abdelrahman Abu-Laban at: 

 
Embassy of Jordan 
Avenue Franklin Roosevelt 104 
Brussels 1050 
Tel: + 32 2 6407755 
Fax: + 32 2 6402796 
E-mail : joremb.abulaban@skynet.be 
 



  

        

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

22 Amman Bombings,  
One year on… (9

th
 November 2005 – 9

th
 November 2006) 

His Majesty King Abdullah: Amman attacks 

strengthened Jordan will to fight terror 

 

 
 
 
His Majesty King Abdullah on first anniversary of Amman terrorist 
bombings reiterated Jordan's pride in citizens' unity and solidarity 
against the terror attacks that hit Amman on November 9 last year. 
Jordanians are “great people, who, in their courageous stand, 
demonstrated coherence and utter keenness on the country's security 
and stability”, the King said in remarks to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra.  
 
King Abdullah said the bombings “strengthened Jordanian solidarity 
and will to fight all forms of terror”. “As we commemorate the 
martyrs, we stress the support of all Jordanians for the families of the 
victims…. We are aware of the pain and suffering of every family that 
lost a beloved one in this tragedy,” the King said. “The challenges 
facing us, regardless of their magnitude, will never send us off-
course.” 
 
King Abdullah said: “We will always adhere to our plan to achieve 
the envisioned progress and defend the principles of Islam, which is a 
faith of moderation, tolerance and peace.”  
 
HM the King said this anniversary should be seized as an opportunity 
to confront terrorists, who are manipulating Islam to justify their 
crimes and spreading of destruction and mayhem in the world. The 
fight against terror, the King added, is a responsibility all should share 
because “terrorism is blind. It does not discriminate between people 
regardless of their nationalities, ethnicities or religions”.  
 
What happened in Amman and other regional and world cities like 
Riyadh, London and Madrid distorted the image of Islam. King 
Abdullah highlighted the role of Muslim scholars and intellectuals in 
combating the takfiri ideology adopted by some terrorist groups. 
“Jordan is on the right track,” the King reiterated, adding that 
“Jordanians will go on with building their country as a model of 
freedom, justice and equality.”  
 
Also on the first anniversary of terrorist bombings in Amman, their 
Majesties King Abdullah and Queen Rania held a banquet for families 
of the victims.  
 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince Feisal, Prince Ali and Prince Hamza, 
Royal Court Chief Salem Turk, Director of the King's Office Bassem 
Awadallah and Chief Islamic Justice Ahmad Hilayel attended the 
lunch banquet.  
 
The guests included Huda Akkad, sister  of the late Syrian American 
director Mustafa Akkad, who was killed in the bombings along with 
his daughter, Rima.  
 
In interviews following the event, the victims' relatives said the crime 
that claimed the lives of their beloved ones did nothing to “serve the 
cause of Islam and the Muslims. 
 
The terror attacks killed 68 Jordanians and 22 foreigners, according to 
the Public Security Department. 
 

Her Majesty Queen Rania marks first 

anniversary of hotel bombings with survivors 

and victims' families 

 
Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-Abdullah was at the Civil Defense 
headquarters, on the 9th of November, to meet with some of the 
victims of last year's tragic hotel bombings, as well as their 
families. Her Majesty also joined members of the National Steering 
Committee to discuss the launch of the Humanitarian Support 
Network.  
  
During a very emotional meeting with some of the survivors and 
victims' families, Queen Rania reiterated her support to everyone 
affected by the tragedy. "The more we stand together, the stronger 
we stand," she said. "Nothing can fill the void of your loss, but we 
stand by you to help you deal with it." The Queen, the survivors 
and victims' families observed a moment of silence and prayer for 
the men, women and children who had tragically lost their lives in 
last year's attacks.  
  
A few of the injured survivors and a number of the victims' family 
members recounted the emotional experiences of the past year. All 
of the families at the meeting had benefited from the Jordan Society 
for Protection against Family Violence (JSPV), National 
Compassion and Support Center where they received psychological 
counseling, as well as medical and financial assistance to help ease 
the burden of the trauma. The center was launched by Queen Rania 
after last year's bombings. The initiative came from the JSPFV and 
included a toll-free hotline number where anyone affected by the 
bombings could call in to discuss their feelings and needs with the 
counselors.   
  
Earlier, Her Majesty met with the National Steering Committee of 
Humanitarian Support Network. The network was launched prior to 
Her Majesty's arrival during a signing ceremony between the four 
partners: the Ministries of Health and Social Development, the 
Civil Defense Directorate, and the JSPFV. The four entities, along 
with representatives from the private sector, professionals in the 
field, and the National Center for Forensic Studies, make up the 
Steering Committee. The creation of the network serves to 
institutionalize support in times of crisis and provide mechanisms 
for coordination and cooperation for injured victims and family 
members affected by the crisis, while also providing capacity 
building for those dealing with humanitarian support.   
  
Her Majesty noted that during times of emergencies and disasters, 
institutionalized guidelines are needed, and it is during times of 
non-crisis that such things can be outlined. "Training needs to be 
continuous," she said, "because, God forbid, if something happens a 
few years down the line, we need to make sure no one forgets the 
training he or she received".  
  
The team of peer counselors received up to 45 hours of training. 
Each of the 16 groups worked with two or three families. The 
groups continue to do follow up visits on a monthly basis to assess 
the psychological progress of each of the families.   
  
Her Majesty commended the efforts of the counseling teams, saying 
that the follow up process with each and every family is very 
important.  
  
Queen Rania also posted her thoughts on her website, saying, "We 
may have felt helpless the day of the bombing – yet, through our 
tears, we found an awesome power: power in solidarity, power in 
compassion, power not only in condemning what is wrong but in 
having the courage to champion what is right." 

 

 

 

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The Fifth EU-Jordan Association Council convened in 

Brussels on 14 November  

The EU-Jordan Association Council had its meeting in Brussels on November 14. 
Most part of the session focused on the international situation, especially the 
Middle East Peace Process and Israeli-Palestinian relations. The meeting also 
discussed the EU-Jordan bilateral relationship, Jordan's reform agenda, future 
cooperation and  the European Neighborhood Policy. A special emphasis was 
given to the Barcelona Process and the Euro-Med Foreign Ministers Conference 
that was held in Finland, Tampere on November 27-28. 
 
Jordanian Foreign Minister Mr. Abdel Illah Al- Khatib told a news conference 
following the meeting of the EU-Jordan Association Council that regional security 
challenges cannot be tackled without a solution to the Palestine questions. He said  
"The central issue is the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and unless we achieve tangible 
progress in our efforts to solve this problem, we will not be able to handle all the 
other political or security challenges in the region". Mr. Al-Khatib said that all 
countries in the region have a stake in stabilization in Iraq. He continued "We hope 
that all countries in the region see the importance of stabilization of Iraq? We think 
that the sectarian strike is something that is not limited to one country. It is a 
dangerous risk that is facing the region. Therefore all countries in the region have a 
stake in stabilizing Iraq," he said.  
 
On his part, Mr. Erkki Tuomioja, Finnish foreign minister, President of the 
Council for General Affairs and External Relations told the press conference that 
the EU appreciates Jordan as a crucial partner among the group of Arab countries 
that are committed to looking for constructive solutions.  In this sense, Mr. Erkki 
affirmed that the EU and Jordan have a shared agenda. He said that whereas the 
situation in Lebanon is important, but a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
is essential for the stability of the whole region. Mr. Tuomioja said. There is a 
need for concrete process leading to a two state solution.  
  
 

Royal Visit to the United Kingdom 

 

 

Their Majesties King Abdullah and Queen Rania arrived in 
London on the 5th of November for four days visit to the 
United Kingdom.  

 
During talks here with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
His Majesty the King called for intensive efforts to pave the 
way for the resumption of the peace process and a solution 
to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, pointing to the role of the 
UK in achieving that end. 
 
The King and Blair reiterated that the proposed two-state 
solution, which is in line with the Arab Peace Initiative, 
guarantees the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state that lives in peace and security with Israel. They said 
such a solution was key to Middle East. On Iraq, both sides 
said they supported government efforts to establish peace 
and preserve the unity and coherence of the country. They 
added that such a goal would not be achieved unless all 
Iraqis are involved in the ongoing political process. The 
King and Blair also discussed bilateral relations.  
 
At a meeting with the British Chancellor Gordon HM the 
King briefed Brown on Jordan's reform process and 
expressed his appreciation for the British government's 
decision to increase the percentage of debt swap between 
the two countries from 30 to 40 per cent within Paris Club 
of creditor nations. The UK is Jordan's third largest creditor.  
 
Speaking at the Palace of Westminster, King Abdullah said 
the Middle East had witnessed an alarming increase in the 
frequency and intensity of regional crises and that new 
crises were occurring alongside other important changes in 
the regional environment, opening the door to extremists 
and expansionist regional actors. 
 
The King, who was accompanied by Her Majesty Queen 
Rania, told members of both houses of Parliament and 
diplomats that walking away from these challenges was not 
an option because their impact extends to every corner of 
the world. "We must confront these dangers, think in new 
ways about how peace and progress can be achieved - and 
act," he said. He added that the international community and 
regional states must together seek non-military solutions to 
the conflicts of the region because "force is a recipe for 
failure." If violence in Palestine and Iraq are not checked, he 
said, the world and the people of the region "can expect a 
situation that is far more radical… and many more years of 
violence…" 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jordan-Egypt sign 16 cooperation agreements 

Prime Minister Marouf Bakhit met with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in 
Cairo to discuss bilateral relations and regional issues. The meeting followed the 
conclusion of the 20th session of the Jordanian Egyptian Joint  Higher Committee, 
which ended here with both sides signing 16 agreements, memoranda of 
cooperation, protocols and executive programs related to the various fields of 
labour, media, free zones, public administration, trade exhibitions, investments and 
enterprise development, export, industrial modernization, youth, diplomacy, social 
security, culture, science and energy.  
 
President Mubarak told Bakhit he had directed concerned authorities to remove all 
impediments to the full implementation of the agreements, especially in the field 
of pharmaceuticals. He urged the private sectors in Jordan and Egypt to establish 
joint ventures, diversify production and open new markets for products from both 
countries. 
 
During the closing meeting of the higher committee, co-chaired by Bakhit and his 
Egyptian counterpart Ahmad Nazif, the former described the strong Amman-Cairo 
ties as not only beneficial to the two countries,  but also to “Palestine, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Sudan and Somalia.” When problems and conflicts in these countries 
end, “the Arab nation will  focus on development and prosperity,” said Bakhit. 
The Jordanian Premier described ties with Egypt as “at their best,”  but 
questioned:  “Can we hope for development and activation of other fields like 
health, pharmaceuticals, agriculture and inter-trade?” Trade exchange stood in 
2005 at $407 million. By the end of third-quarter this year, it was estimated at 
$358 million. The premier said these figures are “below expectations,” adding that 
the private sectors’ potential has yet to be realized. 
 
On the political level, Bakhit said Jordan and Egypt see eye-to-eye on the key 
issues in the region. “We both agree that a solution to the Palestinian issue will be 
the basis of achieving security and development in the region, and will prevent 
extremism and incitement. “He said the situation in  Iraq was cause for dismay as 
violence continues to escalate. He also called on the “Sudanese in Darfur and 
Khartoum” to make peace. 
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HM King launches $750m special 

zone in Mafraq 
 
His Majesty King Abdullah announced a plan to 
establish a $750 million special development zone 
in Mafraq Governorate, where the poverty rate 
stands at 37.2 per cent. King Abdullah said he 
would be working with the Labor Ministry to 
ensure that the workforce in these areas is 
adequately trained to man the investment projects 
expected to flow into the zone. The Monarch said 
Mafraq residents had asked for a stake in the 
company, adding that a proposal to allocate 10 per 
cent of the company’s shares to them was under 
consideration. 
 
In their remarks at the event, Prime Minister 
Marouf Bakhit and Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Ziad Fariz pledged full 
support for the project, which will enjoy all the 
privileges and exemptions of a free zone. 
 
The special economic zone, which will evolve 
over the next 19 years, will be built on a nine-
square-kilometer area and serve as a transport, 
logistic and industrial hub serving not only 
Jordan, but also neighbors like Saudi Arabia, 
Syria and Iraq. 
 
The governorate, which extends over 29.6 per cent 
of the country’s total area, is located between 
300km to 550km from the major ports in the 
region: Aqaba, Beirut, Tartous and Latakia. The 
Iraqi border is 285km to the east and the Syrian 
20km to the north, while Omari on the border with 
Saudi Arabia is about 70km to the east. 
Mafraq, where six of the country’s 20 poverty 
pockets are located, is 20km from Zarqa 
Governorate, home of four others. 
 
The special economic zone was expected to create 
13,000 direct jobs by 2015 and 32,000 jobs a 
decade later, in addition to a similar number of 
indirect jobs — all will be available for residents 
of Mafraq and neighboring districts. 
 
The plan will have four components: Industry, 
logistics, housing and airport. 
 
The industries will mainly be chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, manufactured commodities and 
food products. The logistics centre will have 
storage facilities and other services related to 
transportation from the Arabian Gulf to the 
Mediterranean ports in Syria and Lebanon, in 
addition to Aqaba. The housing quarter will 
include, in addition to residential units, 
commercial centers and social service facilities. he 
airport, which is now used by the military, will be 
rehabilitated for civilian use, especially as an air 
cargo hub. 
 
The project is coupled with the establishment of 
the Mafraq Development Company, a JD100 
million joint venture that will manage the zone. 
The Social Security Corporation owns 80 per cent 
of the shares, while the Hashemite Fund for the 
Development of the Badia and the King Abdullah 
II Fund for Development control a 10 per cent 
share each. Minister of Labour Bassem Salem, 
who is also chairman of the Social Security 
Corporation, said studies have shown that the 
project is highly feasible. 

New American-Funded Project expected to 

help create jobs and enhance the 

competitiveness of local businesses 

American Ambassador in Amman Mr. David Hale 
launched a new economic development project — the 
Sustainable Achievement of Business Expansion and 
Quality, or SABEQ, which will be funded through the US 
Agency for International Development (USAID).  

Hale said that in addition to enhancing the competitive 
advantage of local businesses, “this project will also 
support poverty alleviation by increasing women’s 
participation in economic activities. It will target small 
and medium enterprises. And it will focus on 
decentralizing activity beyond the  Greater Amman area.”  

The SABEQ project will partner with a broad range of 
private sector, civil society, scientific research and local 
government entities to promote trade and investment, 
improve the business environment, remove administrative 
constraints, and encourage and promote entrepreneurship. 
According to USAID Mission Director Anne Aarnes, the 
new project will build on the achievements of the recently 
completed AMIR programme, and will provide flexible, 
responsive assistance as Jordan continues with its 
economic reforms. “Economic growth is in many ways 
the centrepiece of USAID’s partnership with Jordan 
because it resonates through every sector in which we 
work, with its focus on improving people’s lives today 
and establishing a strong base for the future,” she said. 

  

WEF returns to Jordan for its Middle 

East meeting next year 

Jordanian and World Economic Forum (WEF) officials 
signed in Geneva, Switzerland, the memorandum of 
understanding marking the official start of the 
preparations for the WEF on the Middle East, which will 
take place on May 18-20, 2007. The WEF on the Middle 
East will once again gather world leaders in business, 
politics and society to work on practical steps to promote 
economic policies for diversification and job creation, 
engage in new partnerships, and encourage dialogue and 
understanding. 

The MoU was signed by Bassem  Awadallah, vice-
chairman of the board of trustees, King Abdullah II Fund 
for Development and André Schneider, managing director 
and chief operating officer of the WEF. 

The forum provides a high-level platform for interaction 
between leaders whose engagement is essential for 
progress on the crucial issues. The working theme, 
“Harnessing Diversity”, reflects the need to build on the 
social and political diversity of the region, and to create 
an environment in which new business areas can flourish 
and grow. In addition, the meeting will be designed to 
provide a bridge between the region and the rest of the 
world in an era of deep divisions of understanding. 
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Branded Jordanian 

olive oil finds markets 

abroad 

Since the year 2000, the 
Kingdom has transformed itself 
from a net importer of olive oil 
to an exporter of the product. 
Local exporters speculate that 
American demand alone is 
growing at roughly 20 per cent a 
year, almost exclusively in the 
extra-virgin category. According 
to Ministry of Agriculture 
statistics, exports sky-rocketed 
from 469 tones in 2000 to well 
over 2,800 in 2005. The olive 
sector, taken as the combined 
value of cultivated land and 
related industries within the 
Kingdom, is an estimated $1 
billion a year industry and 
growing, largely as a result of 
surging foreign consumption of 
olive oil. China, which also is 
developing a penchant for olive 
oil, even has a special attaché at 
their embassy in Amman, who 
exclusively lobbies for this 
coveted commodity. 

 “Globally, new markets are 
opening in places like Asia and 
in the US because people are 
realizing its health benefits,” 
said Mohammad Al Jazy, CEO 
of Altoor which was the first 
exporter to penetrate the 
Japanese market with branded 
olive oil.  

Al Jazy and fellow exporters are 
consequently pushing local 
farmers to increase production of 
extra-virgin quality oil — which 
would allow the country to 
capture more export revenue 
from this burgeoning market. 
Alaa Faket, the general manager 
of Alia, a pressing and export 
company, said his company has 
begun holding educational 
sessions for olive farmers that 
deal with methods to overhaul 
their farming practices in order 
to increase their production of 
extra-virgin quality oil.  

The government has also done 
its share to tailor the industry. 
Jamal Batsch, the head of the 
Ministry of Agriculture’s olive 
office, said the government 
wants to increase the overall 
production and quality of olive 
oil within the country and at the 
same time the MoA wants better 
organizational standards from 
our farmers for better, high- 
quality yields.  



  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

55  CCuullttuurree  &&  SSoocciieettyy  

 HM Queen Rania in "TIME's 60 
HEREOS" List  

  

  
 

ROYAL REFORMER: 
 
"As part of her campaign for Arab women’s rights, Queen Rania 

helped Jordanian women secure greater representation in 

parliament".  

 

TIME, November. 13, 2006 | Vol. 168 

 
 
TIME celebrated its 60th year in Europe, Africa and the Middle 
East by choosing "60 Years of Heroes". TIME cover page 
referred to chosen heroes who "battled tyrants and conquered 
their own fears, scaled mountains and reached peaks of 
perfection". Her Majesty Queen Rania was chosen as one of 
the "TIME 60 Years of Heroes" in the category of 
"Inspirations and Explorers".  
 
In its introduction about Queen Rania, Scott MacLeod of 
TIME refereed to HM Queen Rania as The " a key interlocutor 
between Arabs and the West" and continued as the following:  
 

"An unlikely voice of reason sounded in the Middle East 
following al-Qaeda's Sept. 11 attacks on the U.S. Women's 
participation in politics is still something of a novelty in the 
region, and this voice was female. Moreover, it issued from 
an improbably beautiful Queen. It would have been all too 
easy to dismiss Queen Rania Al-Abdullah of Jordan as a 
creation of the Western media, eager for sympathetic 
interlocutors from the Muslim world. But her brave stand on 
issues like Arab reform quickly established her as far more 
than that. 
 
In 1999, while still in her 20s, the graduate in business 
administration had been thrust into a frontline role as a royal 
with the death of her legendary father-in-law, King Hussein. 
As the wife and partner of King Abdullah II, Rania, now 36, 
uses her position to campaign for Arab women's rights and 
keener Western understanding of Muslims. It's hard to say 
which of her self-appointed tasks is more crucial to the 
troubled region's future: as a role model for young Arab 
women or as an articulate Arab spokeswoman.  
 
 
Rania is not fixated on royal pomp and ceremony, preferring 
seminars on social change and high-level talking shops like 
the World Economic Forum. She presses world leaders to fill 
what she calls the "hope gap," which separates children who 
grow up looking forward to life and those caught in poverty 
or conflict who don't. She perseveres even though her agenda 
is not always appreciated in the conservative Hashemite 
Kingdom. She helped win more representation for women in 
the Jordanian parliament, but utterly failed to see passage of 
legislation ensuring severe penalties for "honor crimes" — 
when male relatives murder women who are accused of 
dishonoring the family through sexual misconduct.  
 
 
Her Jordan River Foundation seeks to empower women 
through a micro credit program enabling them to start small 
businesses, and established the region's first shelter for 
abused children, too. In a TIME interview two years ago, 
Rania said she was becoming more patient with age but 
would not retreat from her beliefs. "We need an honest 
debate to change the old traditional mind-sets and liberate 

women from societal constraints that hold them back".  
TIME, November. 13, 2006 | Vol. 168, No. 21 

  

Ministry of Information 

and Communications 

launches e-government 

project 

The government formally inaugurated 
its long-awaited e-government 
programme with the intention of 
streamlining bureaucracy and 
enhancing access to the Internet in rural 
areas. 

In front of an audience at the Royal 
Scientific Society, Minister of 
Information and Communications 
Technology Omar Kurdi said the e-
government website would eventually 
act as a one-stop gateway to the 
government. 

“We will soon be able to provide 
citizens and businesses will all 
government-related information without 
having to switch from one website to 
another.” 

The programme, which is slated to cost 
JD45 million until its scheduled 
completion in 2009, seeks to improve 
communication between ministries, 
citizens, and businesses by offering 
Internet browsers quick access to 
information. 

“People won’t have to go to two or 
three ministries in a single day to get 
their passports renewed —  they can 
just go online, fill out a form, and the 
ministries will do the rest. e-
government will be citizen-centric and 
will save all of us time and money,” he 
said. 

“At the end of the day,” explained 
Kurdi, “we’re looking for e-government 
to act as a mechanism for public sector 
reform.” 

The ministry is pushing for e-
government to serve as a tool to expand 
greater Internet access to rural 
communities. As part of the ambitious 
programme, the ministry plans to install 
5,000km of fibre optic cables, expand 
broadband Internet access to 3,200 
public schools, 23 community colleges, 
and roughly 120 Internet knowledge 
stations by the end of this year.  

Hasan Hourani, director of the e-
government programme, said the 
ministry has begun training 8,000 
government employees and managers 
of the country’s knowledge stations in 
how to navigate the e-government 
project’s website. Mr Hourani added 
that “Internet technology has only 
modestly penetrated Jordan, but our 
training courses and programmes will 
help change mindsets and get more 
people familiar with this technology.” 

Jordan ready to 

implement education plan 

Her Majesty Queen Rania said 
Jordan now has the necessary 
infrastructure to meet all the 
requirements of the Jordan Education 
Initiative  (JEI). 

The initiative, which has been piloted 
in 100 discovery schools, seeks to 
improve the development and 
delivery of education through public-
private partnerships, and in the 
process, help the government achieve 
its vision for education to act as a 
catalyst for social and economic 
development. 

During a meeting of the initiative’s 
executive council, the Queen said 
that the IT infrastructure, training, 
curricula and administrative systems 
are now in place to facilitate its 
implementation in all schools. 

The executive council includes 
Minister of Education and Minister 
of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research Khalid Touqan, Minister of 
Information and Communications 
Technology Omar Kurdi, the 
initiative’s CEO, Fawaz Zu’bi, along 
with private sector representatives. 

Queen Rania urged the Ministry of 
Education to design criteria to 
evaluate the initiative’s performance, 
including the application of IT and 
various training programmes. 
Comprehensiveness, balance and  
sustainability are the key words, she 
said. 

The meeting marked the end of the 
JEI’s  foundation phase and the 
beginning of the implementation 
stage. 

The initiative launched on the 
sidelines the World Economic Forum 
annual meeting at the Dead Sea in 
2003, also aims to build the capacity 
of the local information technology 
industry for the development of 
innovative learning solutions in 
partnership with world-class firms. 
Another major objective is to help 
the country build a model of 
educational reform that can be 
exported to and replicated in other 
countries.  

In addition to the WEF, the sponsor 
of the JEI, the initiative has 25 
international private sector partners, 
especially in the IT sector, 17 local 
establishments and 11 government 
agencies and NGOs. 

 

  



   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Al Aman Fund beneficiaries doing well… 

32 orphans update Queen Rania on progress in 

university 
 

 
 
 
The 20-year-old is one of the first 17 students enrolled in the Al Aman Fund 
for the Future of Orphans established by Her Majesty Queen Rania in 2003.   
  
Yesterday, Ismail and around 30 of her colleagues met with Queen Rania at 
her office in Amman to update her on their progress at various state 
universities.   
  
“I lost my mother when I was two and lived in an orphanage until I was18 
because my father was ill and couldn’t take care of me,” Ismail told The 
Jordan Times.  
  
The second-year student explained that if the Al Aman Fund had not 
accepted her for a scholarship she would not have been able to make it, even 
if she worked.   
  
“Now I go to school for 50 hours a week in a four-year programme that costs 
JD15,000 in total for tuition alone,” she said.  
  
When the fund became operational in 2005, 17 orphans, among them Ismail, 
were awarded full scholarships to public universities. Today there are 32 
beneficiaries.  
  
This came as good news to the Queen.  
  
“That is why institutions like Al Aman Fund for the Future of Orphans are 
important, because they provide the missing link in after-care programmes 
for orphans,” the Queen said at a meeting last month with the Ministry of 
Social Development and the National Task Force.  
  
“I am so happy to see all of you because what was just a thought I am now 
able to see in reality,” the Queen told the students yesterday, while 
commending them for their exemplary efforts in working to achieve their 
goals.  
  
Abdullah Mohammad Suleiman, a freshman studying computer information 
systems, said he was surprised to find out that there was help for people like 
him.  
  
Suleiman, who was accepted one week after he applied, currently receives 
JD120 a month in living expenses plus a full scholarship.   
  
Care centres take responsibility for orphans until they are 18 years old, after 
which, they are on their own.   
  
The fund, called “security” in Arabic, helps secure tuition and living 
expenses for the orphans’ higher education.   
  
An independent society and supervisory board of trustees was established to 
manage and administer the fund, which will incorporate other forms of 
assistance such as vocational training, psychological and social counseling, 
as well as health insurance.   
  
The students are studying a wide variety of subjects and some have moved on 
to start on masters degrees in subjects like world languages, fashion design, 
computer studies, nursing, accounting and economics. 

 

  

Queen Rania Family and Child 

Centre receives top prize 

Jordan River Foundation’s Queen Rania 
Family and Child Centre received the 2006 
Prevention of Child Abuse Prize awarded by 
the Geneva-based Women’s World Summit 
Foundation. 

The centre is a member of an international 
NGO coalition, created by the foundation  in 
2001 in order to make the World Day for 
Prevention of Child Abuse a global call to 
action. 

The centre were chosen from among more 
than 700 governmental and non-
governmental organizations in some 110 
countries around the world.  Each centre will 
receive $3,000 in prize money. 

Launched in July 2005 by Queen Rania, the 
centre is pioneering a new innovative 
approach to an Arab model of a community 
centre, which provides training and support 
to families at risk. 

The centre, which offers much needed 
education and training services to 
underprivileged communities, models 
quality care-giving and “edu-caring” 
services for replication in the region. 

The outreach efforts of centre, located in 
Jabal   Nasser  in the eastern suburbs of 
Amman, were expanded in 2005 and 
awareness sessions were conducted in all of 
the Kingdom’s governorates. A total of 763 
professionals attended 46 training workshops 
throughout the year, and 5,943 people 
benefited from 131 awareness lectures held 
in local communities. Over 3,227 children 
participated in training programmes held at 
the centre’s facilities, and over 1,472 
children benefited from presentations of 
“Salhouf,” a puppet show developed to raise 
awareness among children. 

The Jordan River Foundation is 
spearheading the cause of child abuse 
through its Child Safety Programme, which 
provides intervention, prevention and 
training as core activities geared towards 
addressing issues of sexual, physical and 
emotional abuse and neglect.  These 
activities are targeted to various segments of 
society based upon the immediate and long-
term needs of the children, families and 
stakeholders within the Jordanian social and 
cultural context. 

The centre also issued a letter of support, in 
cooperation with Parliament, stressing the 
importance of keeping child welfare a top 
priority of the government and civil society 
organizations’ agendas, and urging local 
entities to play an active role in creating and 
disseminating effective rehabilitative and 
preventative programmes to address the 
problem of child abuse comprehensively. 
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At A Glance… 

  
Jordan Signing New BIT with 

Finland 

 
Jordan signed on November 1st, 2006 bilateral 
investment treaties with Finland on the promotion 
and protection of reciprocal investments. 
 
It is worth noting that the total number of bilateral 
investment treaties signed between the 
government of Jordan and other countries reached 
38 bilateral investment treaties. 
 

The Kuwaiti Al-Kharafi Group 

Investing 180 million J.D. in 

Jordan 
 
Al Kharafi Group of companies one of the leading 
gurus worldwide, will be investing more than 180 
million J.D. in Jordan.  The group will be opening 
a Cement factory and Slaughter House. 
 

The New Investment Law 

 
The Minister of Industry and Trade on July 24th, 
2006 unveiled the new draft investment law. The 
Minister confirmed government's commitment to 
constantly enhance the investment environment 
and boost Foreign Direct Investment. the new 
investment law can be tagged as a modern and 
flexible one, with a broader incentive package.  
 

The Saudi Al-Rajjhi Group-Saudi 

Arabia investing 300 million J.D. in 

Jordan 

 
Al Rajhi Group will be opening two Cement 
factories in Jordan with a total investment of 300 
million J.D. The two factories will create 
approximately 1000 jobs.   The group is highly 
diversified and operates throughout the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia .   
 

Rotanna Hotels – U.A.E, investing 

70 million in Jordan 
 
With a growing reputation as a leading hospitality 
management company in the Middle East, the 
Rotanna hotels will be investing 70 million J.D. in 
Amman Rotanna.  The hotel will consist of 450 
rooms and suites, outstanding food & Beverage 
venues, state of the art meeting rooms as well 
leisure facilities.  The hotel will create up-to 800 
jobs within the next 2 years.   

Jordan Investment Board to sign bilateral agreements with 

Belgium and Luxembourg 
 
Jordan Investment Board informed the Jordanian Embassy in Brussels that JIB will sign 
soon a bi-lateral agreement with Belgium and Luxembourg on the reciprocal promotion and 
protection of investments. The JIB also has a joint project funded by the European Union with 
Ministry of Planning and International Development for updating data on investment sectors 
which enjoy percentage privilege, updating the JIB website and translating it into various 
European languages.  
 
The JIB is working on attracting potential investors from Belgium and  the member countries 
in the European Union to invest in Jordan in the economic sectors which make Jordan 
relatively competitive market such as mining, information technology, tourism, cosmetics, 
automotive and textiles and pharmaceuticals.  

77  FFoorreeiiggnn  IInnvveessttmmeenntt  &&  TToouurriissmm    
 

Did you know? 

 

 
  
Petra is one of the 21 finalist candidates in the campaign to choose the New 7 Wonders 
of the World. The winners of this unique vote will be announced on 7th July, 2007 – 
07.07.07 and will become part of history. 
 
On the edge of the Arabian Desert, nestled away in the mountains south of the Dead 
Sea, Petra was the glittering capital of the Nabataean empire of King Aretas IV (9 B.C. 
to 40 A.D.). Masters of water technology, the Nabataeans built their city with great 
tunnel constructions and water chambers that carried drinking water into the city and 
reduced the chance of flash floods. A theater held an audience of 4,000. Today, the 
Palace Tombs, with the 42-meter-high (137-ft-high) Hellenistic temple facade on the 
El-Deir Monastery, are impressive examples of Middle Eastern culture. Petra, which 
means "stone" in Greek, has survived through the ages because almost all of its 
"buildings" were carved out of solid rock walls. It is perhaps the most spectacular 
ancient city remaining in the modern world. 
 
To the north, the remains of a 9,000-year-old city making Petra, like Jericho, one of the 
earliest known Middle Eastern settlements. First a fortress city, Petra became a rich 
commercial center. Control of key trade routes brought Petra its fortune and produced 
monumental temples, tombs and administrative buildings. After the Romans annexed 
Petra in 106, its position as a commercial hub slowly weakened. The city may have 
housed 20,000-30,000 people during its heyday under the Romans, but, by the end of 
the Byzantine Empire (ca. 700), the hydraulic system and once-gracious buildings were 
almost ruins. For the following centuries, Petra disappeared from most maps and 
became a legend. In 1812, Swiss traveler Johann Burckhardt snuck into the city 
disguised as a Muslim and shared his story with the world. 
 
Much of Petra’s fascination comes from its setting on the edge of Wadi Araba, part of 
the Great Rift Valley. The rugged sandstone hills form a deep canyon easily protected 
from all directions. The best access to Petra is through the Siq, a winding, often narrow 
valley which suddenly opens upon the most impressive of Petra’s monuments, al-
Khazneh ("the Treasury"). Carved out of the mountain and over 40 meters (131 ft) 
high, it was a royal tomb—but legend says that pirates hid their treasure there, hence 
“the Treasury.” The main god of ancient Petra was Dushara, who was worshipped in 
the form of a black, rectangular stone, along with Allat, the chief goddess of the 
ancient Arabs. Worshipping sites can be seen at various points in Petra, and there are 
many open places of sacrifice marked by altars. 
 
If you want to vote for Petra as the New 7 Wonders of the World, please go to the 
Jordan Tourism Board website at: http://www.visitjordan.com 
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