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LAURENS JOLLES, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR)

During his 23 years with UNHCR, Laurens Jolles has taken up various positions 
spanning Asia, the Middle East and Europe, including five-years at the organisation's 
Geneva headquarters. A lawyer by profession, Mr Jolles has focused on the legal and 
practical challenges relating to refugee protection.

Laurens Jolles currently serves as country representative for the UN Refugee 
Agency's operations in Syria, where some 1.2 million displaced Iraqis have sought 
refuge. For the past two years he has overseen the UN's work to protect and assist 
Iraqi refugees in this challenging and politically sensitive environment. Among his 
duties are to ensure that the rights and needs of displaced persons are protected in 
spite of difficult political realities, such as Syria's non-signatory status to the 1951 
Refugee Convention. 

No stranger to humanitarian disasters, Mr Jolles directed UNHCR's relief operations 
in West Darfur for a two year stint as civil strife ravaged the region. In this post Mr 
Jolles led the organisation's regional initiatives to provide emergency assistance and 
protection to masses of displaced persons. 

Mr Jolles oversaw protection needs of refugees and led a number of UNHCR aid 
convoys into eastern Bosnia's besieged enclaves as conflict ravaged through the 
former Yugoslavia during the early 1990s. During the course of his career, he has 
gained further regional expertise in Iran, Turkey, Russia and India. 

Mr Jolles has a truly international background. A Dutch national born in Egypt, he 
grew up in Malaysia and Italy, and speaks seven languages (English, French, Italian, 
Dutch, Spanish, German, Persian). 

JUDITH KUMIN, United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)

Judith Kumin joined UNHCR in 1979. She has been UNHCR’s Regional 
Representative in Brussels since August 2004. Previously she headed the agency's 
programs for orderly departure from Vietnam and for resettlement of Indochinese 
refugees, directed UNHCR's Information Service, and served as Representative in 
Yugoslavia, Germany and Canada. She has been Visiting Professor of Human Rights 
at Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario and at the Pearson Peacekeeping Center in 
Nova Scotia. Ms. Kumin holds a PhD in international relations from the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy.
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