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Brussels, 24 November 2008

Ferrero-Waldner meets Syrian Vice-Prime Minister Al 
Dardari

The European Commissioner for External Relations and Neighbourhood 
Policy, Benita Ferrero-Waldner, had today a meeting with Dr. Abdullah Al
Dardari, Vice-Prime Minister for Economic Affairs of the Arab Republic of 
Syria. They exchanged views on the situation of the EU-Syria Association 
Agreement and reviewed the state of play of economic reforms in Syria and 
of developments in the Middle East region. The meeting takes place in the 
framework of a one-day technical discussion between a  Syrian delegation 
headed by Dr. Al Dardari  and the Commission services  to review the work 
needed  to update the Association Agreement,  which is put on hold since 
2004.

Benita Ferrero-Waldner said: “I value the recent positive developments in Syria’s 
regional policy, in particular the establishment of diplomatic relations with Lebanon 
and the indirect peace talks with Israel. During my meeting today with Vice-Prime 
Minister Al Dardari, I have told him that these steps are an opportunity to bring Syria 
and the EU closer and, at the same time, support further the on-going 
economic reforms in Syria. I believe that the Association Agreement is the right 
platform to do so." And she added: "We are  finalising the adaptation of the 
Agreement to recent developments from both sides  and I will  very soon  submit  a 
proposal to Member States with a view to  signing  it in the  near future. During our 
meeting we agreed that it was the right moment for both parties to facilitate this for 
our mutual benefit."

The Commission and Syria concluded a far reaching draft Association Agreement in 
2004. However the Council could not reach a consensus on its signature. In order to 
re-launch the procedure for its signature, the Agreement needs to be updated to take 
into account the latest EU enlargement and other developments in the EU and in 
Syria, such as the reform of the Syrian Customs Tariff. Association Agreements are 
in force with all the Euro-Mediterranean partners, expect with Syria and Libya.

The European Community provides financial assistance to Syria, to support 
economic, social and political reform. The Community budget allocated to this end 
for the period 2007 to 2010 amounts to €130 million. In addition, the Commission 
has provided an amount of €75 million to implement projects aiming at addressing 
the needs of the large population of Iraqis refugees in Syria. 

For further information on EU bilateral relations with Syria see the following link:

http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/syria/index_en.htm
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