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Brussels, 6th November 2008

Euro-Mediterranean industrial cooperation will be 
reinforced 

Ministers for Industry of the 27 EU Member States met with their counterparts
from Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, Libya, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Lebanon, Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey in Nice on 5 and 6 November 
to decide further measures to deepen Euro-Mediterranean co-operation on 
enterprise and industry policies for the next two years(2009 – 2010). They
also welcomed the progress achieved in improving the business 
environment and boosting entrepreneurship in the Euromed region.

European Commission Vice President Günter Verheugen, responsible for enterprise 
and industry policy, said: “We are important partners for each other and I am happy 
to see that we have made good progress in promoting business opportunities in our
Mediterranean neighbourhood. Our reinforced cooperation in will open up more 
opportunities for enterprises, in particular for Small and Medium sized Enterprises
both in the EU and in the Mediterranean and should help freeing growth potential 
and promote innovation. This is needed now more than ever.” 

The ministerial meeting adopted a report which contains an analysis of the business 
environment in Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Libya, Morocco, Lebanon, Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Syria and Tunisia. It was drawn up jointly by the Commission, 
the Organisation for Economic Development (OECD), the European Training 
Foundation and also involved the European Investment Bank. The report underlines 
that most of the partner countries have put in place policies to promote enterprise 
creation. However more work is needed to effectively promote entrepreneurship, in 
particular among women and young graduates. The partner countries have also 
been relatively successful in improving company registration procedures. But 
now it is time to tackle administrative barriers to enterprise development. More 
attention will also be needed to support high growth enterprises, skill development 
and innovation. Nearly all the countries have developed - in most cases successfully 
- industrial modernisation processes over the years – often with the support of the 
EC.

The ministerial meeting also agreed on to increase cooperation in the following 6 
areas:

Improving the business environment, notably through the further 
implementation of the Euro-Mediterranean Charter for Enterprise: Promoting 
investment through the new regional “Invest in Med” programme, the activities of 
the European Investment Bank (EIB)'s financial facility for the Mediterranean area 
and other programmes.

Facilitation of the trade of industrial products: The work will continue to 
strengthen the approximation of technical legislation, standards, conformity 
assessment, and quality systems leading to bilateral agreements called “ACAA” 
(Agreement on Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products)

Adlib Express Watermark



2

Promoting innovation and ttechnology transfer: This will involve exploiting the 
results of the regional Euromed innovation programme “Medibtikar” and exploring 
the possibilities for connecting the Mediterranean partners to the Enterprise Europe 
Network.

Promoting sustainable industrial development and energy efficiency notably 
through the exchange of information and good practices.

Dialogue on the future of the textile and clothing sector: In 2009, work will 
concentrate on strengthening the social dialogue as well as on the promotion of 
innovation in the sector which is crucial for competitiveness.

Background
The Mediterranean partner countries are important trading partners for the EU and 
were recipients of about 9.7 percent of total EU exports in 2007 corresponding to 
some €120 billion. EU imports from the Mediterranean partner countries roughly 
represented 7.5 percent of total EU imports or €107 billion in 2007. EU exports to 
Mediterranean countries have grown at an annual average of 8 percent since the 
mid-1990s, which is equal to an increase in export value of about 250 percent 
between 1995 and 2007. Seen from the Mediterranean partner countries’ 
perspective, almost 45 percent of their imports are coming from the EU.

More information

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/inter_rel/mediterranean_en.htm
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