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Dear President,

Mission by the Bureau of the Delegation for relations with Iran to Tehran, 15–18 April 
2005

I would like to inform you about the outcome of the recent mission by the Bureau of our 
Delegation.

In Tehran, the Bureau met its main objectives, i.e. to hold a dialogue with Members of the 
Majlis and of the Government, as well as with representatives of civil society, on topical issues 
in EU/Iran relations and developments in Iranian society (in particular with regard to respect for 
democracy and human rights).

The complete list of our meetings is included in the attached programme. It should be noted that 
the dialogue with NGOs, as well as the briefings by EU Ambassadors and the final press 
conference were organised by the Netherlands Embassy (representing the Council Presidency in 
Iran), while the rest of the programme was organised by the Majlis Secretariat and the Ministry 
of Foreign affairs of Iran.

I would like to make, furthermore, the following points:

On our programme

- the Bureau had asked to meet two detainees, former Vice-Prime Minister Amir Entezam and 
journalist Mr Akbar Gandji. No answer to our request was received until now.

- the Bureau had also asked to meet three prospective Presidential candidates: Messrs. 
Larijani, Moin and Yazdi. Unfortunately, and for reasons difficult to ascertain, it was not 
possible to meet any of those three candidates.
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- we succeded in dedicating a whole half-day, at the beginning of our mission, to contacts 
with a number of NGO Representatives, who met the Bureau in the UN building in Tehran.

On official contacts with Members of the Majlis and Government Representatives:

- the Bureau received a warm welcome from our hosts, and the general atmosphere was very 
positive; there seems to be a considerable interest in the Majlis for setting up a regular 
dialogue with the European Parliament. Our suggestion to establish within the Majlis a 
specialised body to this purpose was received favourably, in particular by the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman of the National Security and Foreign Affairs Committee.

- the Bureau indicated that it would be useful to have contacts also with the Guardian Council 
of the Constitution, which was presented by several of our interlocutors rather boldly as a 
sort of unelected "Upper House" of the Iranian Parliament.

On the subjects discussed:

• Human rights

Our main concern was to point out that progress on negotiations between the EU and Iran 
(Trade and Cooperation agreement, agreement on Political Dialogue) as well as between the EU 
3 and Iran on nuclear non-proliferation was linked to progress by Iran in the sector of Human 
Rights, and in particular to positive developments within the EU/Iran Human rights dialogue.

While encouraging signals were given by the Iranian side on the possibility of resuming the 
dialogue in the near future, it should be recognized that the overall picture with regard to human 
rights is not positive, and shows little sign of progress since the 4th round of the Human Rights 
dialogue, on 14-15 June 2004):

- the moratorium on stonings seems to be observed at the moment (according to 
representatives of the judiciary, however, sporadic cases could still occur in the outlying 
provinces).

- the moratorium on executions for crimes committed by child offenders, while officially in 
place, seems however not to be observed. In fact, while in Tehran I asked you to intervene in 
order to stop the imminent execution of a minor (this result was achieved, at least 
momentarily, and I would like to thank you for your prompt intervention); reportedly, an 
execution took place in January 2005  for a crime committed when the offender was 17.

- the Bureau was asked to forward enquiries on specific human rights cases directly to a 
representative of the Iranian judiciary power. The Bureau will take advantage of this offer in 
the future.

- with regard to the right to a fair trial, conditions for legal representation, access to defense 
counsels, limits to preliminary detention, the situation is still unsatisfactory.

- on women's rights, it should be stressed that access by women to education has significantly 
improved, and that women do participate actively in political life (including the possible 
candidacy of a woman to the next Presidential election). Violence against women remains a 
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serious problem, although several Government programmes address the issue. The issue of 
the hidjab was repeatedly discussed in a non-confrontational spirit on both sides.

- on rights of religious minorities and freedom of religion, the Bureau met Parliamentarians 
representing recognized religious minorities (Assyrian Christian, Armenian Christian, 
Jewish, Zoroastrian). While lamenting the exodus of their co-religionaries (favoured by an 
"excessive" visa largesse by some Western countries), these representatives gave a positive 
view of the situation of religious minorities. Sensitive issues (proselytism, prosecution and 
penalties for apostasy) were not discussed on this occasion, but a specific case of 
prosecution for apostasy was brought to the attention of the Iranian judiciary.

- on press freedom, while it is true that the Iranian press comprises more than 1,000 media (all 
categories included), it is true that media closures and prosecution of journalists are 
commonplace. Control of the internet, and prosecution of webloggers is also very frequent: a 
number of those cases were also brought to the attention of the Iranian authorities.

• Parliamentary democracy:

As most of our official interlocutors stressed, Iran is an Islamic Democracy; aspects of 
"classical" democracy coexist therefore with aspects of traditional Islamic (Shiite) political
organisation. At the moment, religious power (embodied in the Supreme Leader and in the 
Guardian Council of the Constitution) exerts predominance and control over the classical organs 
of parliamentary democracy. The clearest example of this situation is the scrutiny of candidacies 
for the highest elective positions (President of the Republic, Members of the Majlis) by the 
Council of Guardians, which can also block legislation adopted by the Majlis.

Under these conditions, it is unlikely that international observation of the next Presidential 
elections (even if advocated by a part of Iranian public opinion) would bring any positive effect; 
on the countrary, it would probably legitimize a process which is flawed from the outset by the 
exclusion or selective admission of "reformist" candidates.

• Bilateral EU/Iran relations:

Our official interlocutors seemed quite interested in favouring progress in present EU/Iran 
negotiations (TCA, PDA): in particular, they felt that EU support for WTO accession could play 
an important role, and expressed hope for an active approach by the EU to the Middle East area.
The EU3/Iran negotiations did not figure prominently in our discussion, but the Bureau stressed 
the linkage between this dossier and the rest of the negotiations as well as the Human rights 
Dialogue.

• On nuclear proliferation and EU3/Iran negotiations:

Our interlocutors stressed that Iran had made important investments in its nuclear programme, 
and that the first Iranian power plant dated back to before the Revolution. Iran insisted that it 
would keep its capabilities, but it would also abide by all international rules. Iran had signed the 
additional protocol to the NPT, and had implemented it in advance to its parliamentary 
ratification. Iran expected the support of the international community since it was acting in 
accordance to international law. If Iran's right to keep its capabilities was recognized, the Majlis 
would surely ratify the additional protocol.
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Our delegation expressed its support for the negotiations on long-term arrangements for Iran's 
civil nuclear programme with the aim of reinforcing the NPT regime, as well as the hope that 
objective guarantees could be agreed on the abandonment by Iran of possibilities for military 
use.

Press Conference

On 18 April, the Bureau held a Press Conference which was attended by around 25 journalists 
of Iranian and European media (written and audiovisual). The questions included the whole 
range of subjects discussed in our meetings. The attached press release was distributed on this 
occasion.

Conclusions

Iran is in a difficult, unstable political position. While most hopes of rapid progress towards full 
implementation of a parliamentary democracy and respect for human rights did not find a 
realization, it is true that Iran (or, better said, Tehran) gives the impression of a young, lively 
city, where people (at least on surface) congregate freely and an extensive network of "civil 
society" organisations is ready to discuss political issues, even with foreigners.

The Presidential elections (scheduled for 17 June) will be the next important step at 
constitutional level, but few people expect reformists could play an important role in this 
election.

The EP/Majlis dialogue could prove itself quite important in establishing a better overall 
atmosphere for EU/Iran relations. Just as it appeared that our knowledge about internal 
developments in Iran, and the main characteristics  of Iraniansociety, religion and political 
system was greatly enhanced by this visit, it is clear, in our opinion, that the Iranian side will 
draw great profit by a deeper interaction with our political, parliamentary and cultural life.

We hope therefore that our visit constituted only the first step in a more ambitious process, 
which should involve regular reciprocal visits and dialogue, and a deeper engagement on items 
of mutual concern.

*
*   *

The Bureau of the Delegation would like to expresss its gratitude to the Presidency of the 
European Council (represented in Tehran by the Royal Embassy of the Netherlands), for the 
continuous and effective support given in all phases of preparing and carrying out this mission, 
as well as for the important briefings and advice given.

The Commission supported us by sending an official from Brussels who assisted us for the 
whole period of our visit.

The Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the EU was also very helpful in facilitating the 
preparation of the visit.
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I would like therefore to thank you as well as the Conference of Presidents for authorising this 
timely mission, which hopefully will lead to setting up a regular interparliamentary dialogue 
with Iran.

Yours sincerely,

Angelika BEER

CC: Mr Elmar Brok, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH IRAN

VISIT OF THE BUREAU TO THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

Tehran

15–18 April 2005

PROGRAMME

Friday, 15 April

01.25 Arrival of the delegation from Frankfurt on flight LH 600 and transfer to

Laleh International Hotel
Dr. H. Fatemi Ave., Tehran, Iran

Tel: (+98–21) 8965021–9, 8966021–9, 8967021–9
Fax: (+98–21) 8965517, 8965599

Email: info@lalehhotel.com

15.00 Transfer to UN building

15.00 Meeting with Ms Amadi, Institute for Women's Studies and Research

16.00 Meeting with Mr Saharkhiz, Association for the Defence of the Press

16.30 Briefing by EU Heads of Mission

17.30 Meeting with Mr Seifzadeh, Mr Sharif, Mr Soltani, Centre for the Defence of Human 
Rights

18.00 Meeting with Mr Jandaghi, President Bar Association

18.30 Meeting with Ms Abbasgolizadeh, NGO Training Centre

20.00 Dinner at the Embassy of the Netherlands

Saturday, 16 April

9.15 Transfer to Maijlis

09.30 Meeting with Hon. Dr Mahmoud Mohammadi, Vice–Chairman of the Committee on 
National Security & Foreign Policy

10.40 Leave for Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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11.00 Meeting with Hon. Mr Sarmadi, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for Europe & 
America

14.40 Transfer to Judicial Power building

15.00 Meeting with Mr Shariatbaghery, Director General for International Affairs of the 
Judicial Power

20.00 Leave for Baharestan Parliamentary Complex

20.30 Dinner hosted by Hon. Dr Mahmoud Mohammadi, Vice–Chairman of the Committee 
on National Security & Foreign Policy

Sunday, 17 April

09.55 Leave for Presidential building

10.15 Meeting with Dr Zahra Shojaei, Advisor to President & Head of centre for Women 
Participation

11.15 Leave for Parliament building

11.30 Meeting with Members of Parliament belonging to the recognized religious minorities

12.30 Meeting with Women Members of Parliament

16.00 Leave for Ministry of Foreign Affairs

16.15 Meeting with Hon. Dr Asefi, Spokesman & Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for 
Legal & Parliamentary Affairs

17.30 Meeting with Hon. Mr Alaeddin Boroujerdi, Chairman of the Committee on National 
Security & Foreign Policy

18.45 Leave for UN building

19.30 Press conference

Monday, 18 April

a.m. Departures for Europe
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH IRAN

Tehran, 17 April 2005

The European Parliament Delegation for relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran, set up in 
September 2004, aims to engage in constructive discussions with the Iranian Majlis and Iranian 
civil society on issues of common concern; it comprises 19 Members from all political groups 
represented in the European Parliament.

The presiding officers of the Delegation (Chairperson Ms Angelika Beer (Green group-
Germany), Vice-chairs Mr Romano La Russa (Union for a Europe of Nations-Italy) and Ms 
Christa Prets (Socialist group-Austria) visited for the first time this country on 15-18 April, in 
order to establish contacts with the Majlis and to prepare further activities.

It met with colleague Parliamentarians from the Committee on National Security and Foreign 
Policy of the Majlis (H.E. Chairman Hon. Alaeddin Boroujerdi, and H.E. Vice-Chairman Hon. 
Dr. Mahmoud Mohammadi), with Women Members of the Majlis and Members representing 
recognized Religious Minorities, as well as with Government representatives (Deputy Ministers
of Foreign Affairs H.E. Mr Sarmadi and H.E. Dr. Asefi), representatives of the Judiciary and 
Advisors to the President.

The Delegation also put emphasis on meetings with numerous Associations and Non-
Governmental Organizations representing civil society.

In its positive and fruitful exchanges, the European Parliamentarians stressed the importance of 
instituting a regular dialogue with the Majlis, which would allow for a better reciprocal 
understanding; Ms Beer expressed the hope that this dialogue might soon be facilitated by the 
creation of a corresponding body in the Majlis.

The Delegation indicated that very important initiatives were underway with regard to bilateral 
relations between the European Union and the Islamic Republic of Iran : these include  the 
negotiation of a Trade and Cooperation agreement , of an agreement on political dialogue, as 
well as a bilateral Human Rights dialogue. Furthermore, three European Union Member States 
(with the support of High Representative Mr. Solana) are involved in negotiations on long-term 
arrangements for Iran’s civil nuclear programme.

The European Parliament Delegation welcomed positive signals with regard to the resumption 
in the near future of the EU/Iran dialogue on human rights. It stressed the support of the 
European Parliament for initiatives aimed at improving the situation of human rights in Iran, 
such as some recent changes in the judiciary field (e.g. Moratorium on stonings) but remarked 
that no overall improvement can be noted since the 4th session of the EU/Iran human rights 
dialogue (Tehran 14-15 June 2004).
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The European Parliamentarians welcomed the open atmosphere in which the exchanges took 
place, and expressed their gratitude for the very warm welcome received from their hosts of the 
Majlis and other Iranian interlocutors; they also underlined the importance of building on the 
present visit for the continuation of the parliamentary dialogue and expressed their wishes for a 
return visit by the Majlis in the near future.

The Delegation will leave Tehran for Europe on 18 April.



10

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH IRAN

VISIT OF THE BUREAU TO THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN

Tehran

15-18 April 2005

List of Participants

Ms Angelica BEER, Chair
Verts/ALE, Germany

Committee on Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on Security and Defence

Mr Romano Maria LA RUSSA,
1st Vice-Chair 
UEN, Italy

Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home 
Affairs

Ms Christa PRETS, 2nd Vice-Chair
PSE, Austria

Committee on Culture and Education
Committee on Women's Rights and Gender 
Equality

PSE Socialist Group in the European Parliament
Verts/ALE Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance
UEN Union for Europe of Nations Group

Secretariat, Interparliamentary Delegations DG External Policies

Mr Carlo CHICCO Principal Administrator
Ms Kaija BRAID Administrative Assistant

Political Group Advisors

Ms Sabine MEYER Verts/ALE
Mr Eugenio PRETA UEN

Interpreters

Mr Gabriele GUERRINI English-Italian
Ms Patricia WARD Italian-English

Ms Maryam SINAII Farsi - English (Tehran)

European Commission

Mr François MASSOULIÉ Administrator
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