
Noaman Goma’a (Wafd Party)

• Along with Ayman Nour, Noaman Goma’a is the most serious and prominent 
competitors for President Mubarak. 

• Noaman Goma’a is the chairman of the liberal Wafd (Delegation) Party, one of the 
nation’s oldest and most prominent opposition parties.

• The party boycotted the referendum on the constitutional amendment in the last Mai 
and had previously considered boycotting the vote.

• When the Wafd party, which was dissolved after the 1952 Revolution along with the 
rest of the political parties, reappeared in 1978, Goma’a rejoined it, becoming a 
member of its higher committee. He became the party’s Assistant Secretary-General 
in 1986 and Deputy Chairman in 1989. In 2000, Goma’a -who by then was the dean 
of Cairo University’s law school- was elected party chairman.

• Goma’a’s platform reflects the Wafd Party’s liberal bent. The party is a secular one. 
It is the party that invented the most famous slogan in the Egyptian political life 
“Religion is for God and Nation is for all”. The party has joined in its membership 
prominent Coptic public figures e.g. business tycoons and judges. 

• Politically, Goma’a’s priorities are abolishing all exceptional laws, including the 
state of emergency in effect since 1981, as well as releasing political detainees. In 
addition, Dr. Goma’a calls for transforming the Egyptian political system into a 
republican parliamentary one where the absolute powers are vested in the Parliament 
and its government. 

• On the economic level, Goma’a’s calls for limiting the governmental expenditure to 
decrease the deficit in the balance of payments, placing greater regulations on foreign 
loans, and establishing a new taxation and customs law with the aim of attracting 
investors, solving the chronic unemployment problem, and increasing Egyptian 
exports.

• The Wafd party is the most rich opposition party. Goma’a will depend on the 
generous financial support by his member from the business community e.g. the 
prominent Coptic parliamentarian Mounir Fakhry Abdelnour.

• Goma’a opposes the international observation of the presidential elections and 
portrays it as unacceptable intervention in the Egyptian politics. 

Ayman Nour (Ghad Party)

• He is the chairman of the Ghad (Tomorrow) party. He left the Wafd party following a 
conflict with the latter’s chairman Noman Goma’a in 2001. The Ghad party obtained 
its license in November 2004. Nour is currently mired in a forgery trial, which will 
resume on 25 September. 

• Nour has challenged President Mubarak to participate in a one-hour televised debate, 
during which he claims he would “expose the president’s responsibility over the past 
24 years” for the nation’s major problems. 



• Nour announced that if elected, he would serve for a two-year transitional period, 
during which a new constitution will be drafted. Afterwards, new presidential 
elections will be staged.

• Nour’s program calls for transforming the Egyptian political system to a 
parliamentary one. Also he calls for the abolishment of all the exceptional laws 
including the emergency law. The program includes combating corruption, solving 
the unemployment problem, and controlling soaring prices. 

• Nour does not oppose the international observation of the elections. He has also 
announced that the non-governmental organisations should play an active role in the 
supervision.

• Nour announced that the Ghad Party would be funding the campaign with donations 
from its members. However, the governmentally motivated campaign against Nour
that he receives foreign funding for his electoral campaign is still ongoing.

• Nour has publicly asked for the support of the Muslim Brotherhood. He even visited 
the (outlawed) group supreme guide in the group’s premises; a situation that 
triggered a lot of criticism in the secular opposition news papers. The Brotherhood’s 
response is not yet revealed. 

• Nour bets on the new middle class votes that may be fascinated with his radical 
reform talk as well as his charisma as a young leader. However, it is not for granted 
that Nour will come as a second after Mubarak. His liberal discourse will get a harsh 
competition from Noman Goma’a. Also, his public visit to the Muslim Brotherhood 
may generate a great deal of the Coptic mistrust. In addition, the very fact that Nour is 
running while having an open case before the court casts a shadow of suspicion over 
his credibility as he will be an easy target for counter-propaganda in the 
governmentally dominated media. 

Mamdouh Qenawi (Al-Dostouri Al-Igtimai Al-Hur Party)
• He is the founder and the president of the Al-Dostouri A-Igtimai Al-Hur party (The 

Free Constitutional Social party). Prior to this, he was a leading figure in Al-Amal
(The Labour) party and left it following a conflict with its President. Qenway stood 
against transforming the party to a refuge for the Muslim Brotherhood’s activists and 
defended the party’s secular profile. Born in Sohag in 1935, Qenawi studied law at 
Cairo University. In 1984, he ran for and won a People’s Assembly seat. He was later 
appointed to the Shura Council.

• 69-year-old Mamdouh Qenawi’s campaign platform is simple: getting the nation 
back onto what he terms “a non-corrupt social track with lower rates of poverty and 
inflation”. Admitting that fighting unemployment would be his harshest challenge, he 
announced in several newspapers that “it will take years to reduce jobless rates by 
training fresh graduates in various skills and upgrading the quality of education in 
general”. His priorities also include issues of democracy, and social and national 
security. “The constitution should be modified to prevent presidents from serving 
more than two eight-year terms” he said.

Fawzi Ghazal (Misr 2000 Party)



• He is the founder and the President of Misr 2000 party (Egypt 2000 party). He is a 
73-year-old mathematician. Ghazal participated in political activities before the 1952 
Revolution in different political parties. Since then, he had left the country before he 
came back by the end of the Nineties to establish his new party.

• Fawzi Ghazal’s platform calls for increased democracy in the form of “all leaders -
be they in local governments, universities or public institutions - being directly 
elected to their posts”. Ghazal also calls for limitless freedom of expression, and a 
reorienting of Egypt’s foreign policy towards Arab countries, with a stronger role for 
the Arab League.

• On the economic level, Ghazal has very vague ideas. He told the news papers that
“Egypt could be one of the world’s wealthiest countries if all its resources were being 
properly exploited with the public’s welfare in mind”. He says alleviating 
unemployment problems and speeding up the development process would be two of 
his main priorities.

Rifaat El-Agroudi (Al-Wifaq Al-Watani Party)
• Rifaat El-Agroudi -63- year old- has only been chairman of Al-Wifaq Al-Watani Party 

(The National Accord) for a year. The party is a Nationalist/Islamic leaning one 
established by a number of former Nasserists.

• On the political level, his program calls for establishing a parliamentary republic and 
removing all clauses that are deemed to contradict the Shari'a (Islamic law) from the 
constitution. On foreign policy, El-Agroudi said he supports resistance to Israeli and 
US occupation of Palestinian and Iraqi territories. He said Egypt needed to restore its 
role as a pioneer in Africa and the Middle East.

• On the economic level, El-Agroudi said he would stop the privatisation of the public 
sector, which he said needed to play a more effective role in creating job 
opportunities.

Wahid El-Oqsuri (Misr Al-Arabi Al-Ishtiraki Party)
• Wahid El-Oqsuri is the President of Misr Al-Arabi Al-Ishtiraki party (The Egyptian 

Arab Socialist party). El-Oqsuri has degrees in military affairs, social sciences, and 
Shari'a (Islamic law)

• His program focuses more on the economic and social aspects. In his opinion, 
Egypt’s economic crisis, he said, was too complicated to be solved in a specific time 
frame. “After 24 years in power, Mubarak has failed to contain this crisis, thanks to 
rampant corruption” he said. He announced that he would attempt to reduce 
unemployment rates by encouraging micro-finance projects, rebuilding the public 
sector and halting the privatisation process.

Ahmed El-Sabahi (Umma Party)
• He is the founder and the President of the Umma (Nation) party. Famous for being a 

fortune teller, El-Sabahi -91-year-old- says he is running for president to boost 
Mubarak’s popularity. “Mubarak is the main presidential candidate and we are 
subordinate candidates. So, he is the one who should win” he said.



• Nonetheless, in the slim chance that Sabahi is elected, his goal will be to put the 
principles of Shari'a (Islamic law) into action. He also called for parliamentary seats 
to be divided equally amongst the nation's various parties.

• Sabahi made headlines a few years ago when he reportedly established a workshop 
within his party to train young Egyptians how to be barbers. At that time, Sabahi
called the training course a positive step towards eradicating poverty and addressing 
the nation's unemployment problem.

Osama Shaltout (Al-Takaful Party)
• He is the founder and the chairman of the Takaful (Solidarity) Party. Shaltout is an 

Islamic leaning university finance professor.

• Unlike the vast majority of the candidates, Shaltout’s program focuses on the 
economic and social aspects like combating poverty and unemployment. However, he 
does not present any concrete ideas in this regard.  

• He believes that the president should also be held accountable for his actions every 
three years. If he fails to meet his pre-election commitments, he should either be 
fired, or imprisoned for a maximum seven-year sentence.

Ibrahim Turk (Al-Ittihadi Al-Demoqrati Party)
• He is the president of Al-Ittihadi Al-Demoqrati party (The Democratic Unionist 

party). The 47-year-old Turk was born in Alexandria. He was a financial manager of 
Delta Bank and a businessman before switching gears to politics.

• Economic development is the main priority on Turk’s agenda. In his opinion, 
Economic reforms would lead to political reforms, and the former could take place 
with better exploitation of the country's resources," he said. He urges an end to free 
education after the preparatory school stage, as a way of improving the quality of 
education overall, and upgrading the standards of the nation's students. 


