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INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES
Ø EU CALLS FOR RESTRAINT IN MIDDLE EAST CRISIS

The crisis in the Middle East dominated EU news in the last week. The EU deplored the loss of live 
and the “disproportionate” use of force by the Israeli defence forces and backed the UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan’s call for an international monitoring presence.

On 12 July, the EU Presidency called on all parties to exercise restraint and refrain from any action 
that would cause an escalation of the already tense situation. The Presidency urged all countries in the 
region to act responsibly and to do everything possible to calm the situation. It called on Hezbollah to 
“immediately and unconditionally” release the captured Israeli soldiers and cease all attacks on Israel 
and said the Lebanese State should “restore its sovereignty over the whole of its national territory and 
to exercise the sole rights to the use of force on that territory.”
http://www.eu2006.fi/news_and_documents/cfsp_statements/vko28/en_GB/1152708232664/

On 13 July, the EU Presidency said it was concerned about the disproportionate use of force by 
Israel in Lebanon and urged all countries in the region to work for the restoration of calm to avoid a 
further escalation of the situation into war. It stated, “actions, which are contrary to international 
humanitarian law, can only aggravate the vicious circle of violence and retribution, and cannot serve 
anyone's legitimate security interests”.
http://www.eu2006.fi/news_and_documents/cfsp_statements/vko28/en_GB/1152797537796/

In a joint press statement with UK Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett on 13 July, the EUHR
Javier Solana said they had spoken to the Israeli and Lebanese governments. The UK Foreign 
Secretary said that although Israel “is entitled to do what is required to protect its security, it should 
do so in a way which does not escalate the situation and which is proportionate and measured, 
conforms to international law, and avoids civilian deaths and suffering.” Solana also urged both sides 
to de-escalate and to do the maximum to respect civilian lives, and to act in a proportional manner. He 
went on to say that “the government of Lebanon, in particular the Prime Minister, should not be 
weakened. It is a government which is important for the region.”
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/declarations/90502.pdf

Foreign Affairs Minister and Council President Erkki Tuomioja answering a series of question on 
the Middle East at the BBC World service said on 13 July that “Israel has employed a disproportionate 
force, resulting in unnecessary loss of civilian lives." Asked if he was worried that the situation in 
Gaza and particularly in Lebanon could deteriorate into a full-scale war, he said "I'm sure it's a 
possibility” emphasizing that “we have to intensify our efforts to bring the violence to and end."
http://www.eu2006.fi/news_and_documents/other_documents/vko28/en_GB/1152812549607/

“Israel has the right to self-defence, but it should use its force in response to Hizbollah attacks in a 
way which is proportionate and measured and corresponds to international humanitarian law,” said 
Benita Ferrero-Waldner, European Commissioner for External Relations and ENP. Speaking at 
the Bertelsmann Foundation on 14 July, she called on all parties to make every effort to put an end to 
the attacks and to fully respect the Blue Line. All sides must exercise maximum restraint to prevent 
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escalation and “should consider their responsibilities extremely carefully”, the Commissioner said.
“The parties to the conflict bear the greatest burden for resolving it. Unilateralism does not solve the 
problems of a bilateral conflict. Only a negotiated peace is sustainable.” She said the international 
community “could help a solution emerge.” Although the broader region’s problems would not 
disappear, the Commissioner said if this conflict is resolved, “it would make a tremendous 
contribution to peace in today’s world.”
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/06/457&format=HTML&aged=0
&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

The EU Foreign Ministers expressed acute concern with the situation in the Middle East and 
deplored the loss of civilian lives at their meeting on 17 July. They called on all parties to stop 
violence and return to diplomacy. “Only a political process of negotiation can bring a lasting peace.”
Ministers welcomed an active role of the UN Security Council including the possibility for an 
international monitoring presence. They said they remained concerned about the detention of elected 
members of the Palestinian Government and legislature and called for their immediate release. They 
also urged Israel to resume transfers of withheld Palestinian tax and customs revenues and said they 
were committed to further expanding the Temporary International Mechanism to give aid to 
Palestinians.
http://www.eu2006.fi/news_and_documents/conclusions/vko29/en_GB/1153164215222/_files/755737
75853028155/default/90556.pdf

“The EU remains highly engaged both in the humanitarian and political aspects of the Middle East 
crisis,” Finnish Foreign Minister and Council President Erkki Tuomioja said at the press 
conference following the17 July General Affairs and External relations Council.
http://www.eu2006.fi/news_and_documents/other_documents/vko29/en_GB/1153160899502

EU HR (CFSP) Javier Solana met with Israeli and Palestinian leaders on 19 July and was in 
Cairo on 20 July for talks with Egyptian leaders.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/sg/90587.pdf

EC President Barroso met UNSG Kofi Annan on 18 July and exchanged views on the alarming 
escalation of violence in Lebanon and Gaza. He gave his backing to the Secretary General's call for a 
stabilization force.
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/pdf/press_20060718-02_en.pdf

The Middle East and particularly Lebanon was at the centre of discussions between Foreign 
Minister Erkki Tuomioja, President of the EU General Affairs Council, and the United Nations 
Secretary General Kofi Annan on 18 July. “We give our full support to the efforts of Secretary 
General Kofi Annan and the United Nations to calm the situation and return to the peace process”, 
Tuomioja said. SG Kofi Annan welcomed the EU’s decision to set up of the Temporary International 
Mechanism to give direct assistance to the Palestinian people.
http://www.eu2006.fi/news_and_documents/press_releases/vko29/en_GB/164006/
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Ø EU AID FOR PALESTINE
In response to the worsening situation in the Palestinian Territories, the European Commission 
announced on 14 July that it plans to provide a further €50 million in humanitarian aid to help 
the nearly 1.5 million people living in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The EU's Budget Authority 
(the European Parliament and Council of Ministers) has already agreed to the allocation of the new 
financing from the emergency reserve of the EC budget. Areas to be covered include food delivery, 
healthcare, water/sanitation and protection activities. The new funds will be channeled through the 
Commission's Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO), under the responsibility of Louis Michel, 
Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid. These funds are in addition to the €34 million 
previously announced from the Commission's regular humanitarian budget, €105 million channeled 
through the Temporary International Mechanism and a €120 million aid package announced in 
February.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/06/993&type=HTML&aged=0&language
=EN&guiLanguage=en

European Commission aid announced on 17 July ensured fuel supplies to water pumping 
stations and water treatment plants, to power emergency generators in Gaza, following the 
destruction by the Israeli Defence Force of the Gaza Power Plant’s six transformers. The 
Commission’s distribution plan will cover 109 water supply stations and 27 wastewater plants located 
in the Gaza strip. This new initiative is in addition to action already taken to provide fuel for hospitals 
in Gaza.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/06/1003&format=HTML&aged=0&langu
age=EN&guiLanguage=en

The EC also announced on 17 July a €20 million aid package to bring food assistance to the most 
vulnerable Palestinians. €15 million will be channeled through the UN Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) to provide food and cash subsidies to the Palestinian refugees. €5 million will be go via the 
UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) to meet basic food requirements for non-refugees who have 
been deprived of their main source of livelihood.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/06/1002&format=HTML&aged=0&langu
age=EN&guiLanguage=en

Ø HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON
The European Commission announced on 18 July a €5 million humanitarian aid package for possible 
relief action in Lebanon.
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/commission_barroso/michel/speeches/docs/pr_17062006.pdf#zoom=100

Ø COURT OF AUDITORS ON MEDA PROGRAMME
The European Court of Auditors published on 13 July the results of its MEDA programme audit 
focusing on Egypt, Jordan and Morocco. It wanted to determine whether MEDA contributes to 
economic reform and social development in the partner countries, and whether the Commission's 
management of the programme is adequate.  It said that the MEDA has made a difference by focusing 
on the needs of each country, limiting funding to a small number of sectors, encouraged ownership 
and systematically including capacity-building measures.
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However, concrete results, after more than 10 years of MEDA, were limited, as many projects have 
not yet been completed but, the Court explained, “for most MEDA countries the impact of EC support 
is to be found not so much in its financial importance as in its attempts to address sensitive policy 
reform issues and support poorer segments of populations.”
The Commission's management of the MEDA programme has clearly improved and can be considered 
as satisfactory. The Court recommended that the Commission now focuses on ensuring a smooth and 
quick transition to the new European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument coming into effect in 
2007. 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=ECA/06/15&format=HTML&aged=0&lang
uage=EN&guiLanguage=en

Ø MOROCCO FISHERIES AGREEMENT IN FORCE
The Fisheries Agreement between the European Union and Morocco came into force on 14 July 
following the adoption of a joint declaration by the EU Council of Minister and the Moroccan 
government.
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/fr/misc/90523.pdf (only available 
in french)

Ø During the EUROMED COMMITTEE which was held on 14 July of this year, the following 
national plans were unanimously adopted: Egypt for a total amount of €129 Million (of which €88 
Million is to support the health sector reform); Tunisia (first tranche) for an amount of €30 Million 
allocated to the vocational training sector, Syria for a total amount of €22 Million to be divided
between a programme to modernize the higher education system and a programme to support 
normalization and standardization and Lebanon for an amount of €22 Million of which €18 Million 
are to be allocated towards strengthening the competitiveness of the private sector. The Moroccan 
programme for “supporting institutional development and updating the migration strategy” was 
ratified for a total amount of €67.625 Million; whilst the objectives of the initial Border Control 
Management Project, namely better management of migratory flows and more effective combating 
against illegal immigration of origin and transit, remain unchanged.  The new migratory context which 
prevails in Morocco has rendered the redefinition of the needs in terms of logistic means indispensable 
in the framework of a new migratory policy. For information purposes, the representative of the 
European Investment Bank (EIB) presented investment operations using venture capital conducted by 
the EIB in the framework of the FEMIP and funded with the MEDA budget.  The objective of these 
operations is to diversify the range of financial products available to SMEs and to the private sector in 
the region. 

PROGRAMMES & PROJECTS
v A MEETING ON THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA BASIN ENPI CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION 

PROGRAMME WAS HELD IN BRUSSELS ON 13 JULY 2006. All 16 countries eligible for this 
programme participated in the meeting. Italy presented the region of Sardinia to host the Joint 
Managing Authority (France and Spain have already presented their proposals). 
It was agreed that two working groups focusing on statistical data and programme priorities will start 
immediately. These working groups will meet on 7-8 September to discuss the results of their work.
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Another Mediterranean Sea basin ENPI cross-border cooperation programme meeting is to be held in 
Brussels on 18 September 2006 when a final decision will be taken by the Joint Managing Authority. 
For further information, please visit:
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/europeaid/projects/enpi_cross_border/index_en.htm

v FIRST SUCCESSFUL INSTALMENT OF THE AFIC PROJECT (AUDIOVISUAL, FINANCING AND 
COMMERCIALIZATION) IN PARIS FROM 2 TO 13 JULY.
The “AFIC” seminar organized by the French Audiovisual Institute, INA (Institut National de 
l'Audiovisuel français) is one of the seven training programmes implemented with funds from the 
European Commission in the framework of the EuroMed Audiovisual II Programme. This project, 
catering for twenty-odd professionals from MEDA countries, aims to provide them with the 
foundations for financing, distributing and marketing their future projects. The product of a real craze, 
(more than 200 applications from ten Meda countries were examined), there were eventually 21 
participants who followed this training of both a theoretical and practical nature with real interest from 
2 to 13 July in Paris. Leading European speakers and experts provided exhaustive and precise 
information to these young professionals adapted to the context of their own countries.  We expect to 
meet these young producers and filmmakers again, projects in hand, at the next European markets.  
Contact: Ana Vinuela, AFIC (+33 1 49 83 33 44 avinuela@ina.fr) or 
www.ina.fr/formation/afic/

v A THRONG OF APPLICATIONS AT THE 2ND EUROMED CINEMAS EXPERTS’ COMMITTEE 
Euromed Cinemas is the project to support distributors and operators of cinemas from the regional 
EuroMed Audiovisual II Programme funded by the European Union which aims to strengthen Euro-
Mediterranean cooperation in the audiovisual field.
On 10 July of this year, the 2nd EuroMed Cinemas Experts’ Committee met in Paris (gathering experts 
from Europe and the Mediterranean: Sweden, Poland, Spain, France, Morocco and Lebanon) to 
examine requests for financial support submitted by European and Mediterranean distributors. The 
number of requests has doubled (from 14 to 30) since the launch of the support programme this April. 
18 releases will enjoy support for 15 different films (8 of which are from MEDA countries and 7 from 
European countries). 12 films (7 of which are European films, including the Cannes Palme d’Or
winner, The wind that shakes the barley by Ken Loach, and 5 MEDA films including the Golden 
Globe winner, Paradise now) will therefore be released in cinemas in 11 Partnership countries.  
Let us give particular mention to Attente by the Palestinian, Rashid Masharawi, in Spain, Dunia by the 
Lebanese filmmaker, Jocelyne Saab, in Jordan, L’enfant endormi by the Moroccan, Yasmine Kassari, 
in the Netherlands, Iklimler by Turkish director, Nuri Bilge Ceylan, in Italy, and Close to Home by 
Dalia Hager and Vidi Bilu (Israel) in Great Britain and Ireland. The full list of films can be seen at 
www.europa-cinemas.org.
For further information, please contact: Menem RICHA: mricha@europa-cinemas.org

v RMC-MO 2006 MUSIC AWARDS: THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE JERASH FESTIVAL OF 
CULTURE AND ARTS IN JORDAN HAS JUST CONFIRMED THAT THIS IMPORTANT EVENT WILL 
BE POSTPOSED to a later date, due to the crisis currently affecting the region. Consequently, the finalists’
concert for the RMC-MO 2006 Music Awards cannot take place within the framework of the Festival on the 
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original date of 27 July 2006. RMC-MO will maintain close contact with the organizers of the Jerash Festival 
and all its partners, first and foremost with the Delegation of the European Union at Amman, in order to consider 
under what conditions and on which date it will be possible to plan for the finalists’ concert for the 2006 Music 
Awards to be held. The winner’s concert, scheduled to be held on 17 October 2006 at the Institut du Monde 
Arabe in Paris, has already been confirmed.  For more information on the RMC-MO Awards, please contact: 
Marie Liutkus (marie.liutkus@rfi.fr) or Anthony Ravera (anthony.ravera@rfi.fr ) or visit the project web-page at 
http://www.rmc-mo.com/prix_music/fr/index.asp.

v CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR THE CREATIVITY WORKSHOP ORGANISED BY THE CARAVAN OF 
EURO-ARAB CINEMA IN ISMAILIA
The Caravan of Euro-Arab Cinema is one of the promotional projects of the regional Euromed 
Audiovisual II Programme”funded by the European Union to enhance Euro-Mediterranean 
audiovisual cooperation. In the framework of the Ismailia International Film Festival (September 15-
22), the Caravan is now calling for applications for a creative documentary workshop on the theme, 
“The Self and the City”. All young film-makers aged 18 to 22 originating from MEDA countries and 
territories are welcome to submit applications, subject to having a good understanding of English 
and/or French as well as Arabic, and a good understanding of how to use digital cameras (mini DV) 
and non-linear editing.
The workshop will provide training on how to tell the stories in the script through to camera work and 
editing, and the expected outcome is a series of 20 5-15 minute-long documentaries.
Deadline for application: August 25. For application forms, please visit: www.cinemacaravan.com.
For further information, please write to: info@cinemacaravan.com

v 17 MEDA FILM DISTRIBUTION & SCREENING PROFESSIONALS SELECTED TO ATTEND THE 
FIRST TRAINING WORKSHOP OF THE CICAE GENERATION BIG SCREEN PROJECT DURING
THE VENICE FILM FESTIVAL (27 AUGUST TO 7 SEPTEMBER)
Generation Big Screen is one of the 7 training projects supported by the regional MEDA-funded “EuroMed 
Audiovisual II Programme” to enhance Euro-Mediterranean audiovisual cooperation. 75 applications were 
received to attend this workshop which specializes in training cinema operators and film distributors, with the 
aim of fostering a medium-term increase in audiences for Mediterranean and European cinema in Southern 
Mediterranean countries using all available means.
The 17 selected participants represent 8 out of 10 MEDA countries (Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Palestinian Authority, Syria and Turkey). The trainees are between 20 and 50 years old, 31 being the average 
age. 60% of them are women. Their job profiles are very diverse, ranging from top executives from huge cinema 
consortiums in Egypt, Jordan or Lebanon, through to project-holders wishing to create art cinemas in Beirut, 
Tangiers or Jerusalem, and also including film distributors, independent for the most part, focusing on quality 
cinema. A 2nd workshop, to be held in French, will welcome some 30 more people in Tunis next 
November, mostly from the Western Mediterranean region (including Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia).
Contact : CICAE : Enrico Chiesa +33 (0) 1 56 33 13 29 / cicae@art-et-essai.org

v EUROMED TRAINING OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATIONS - THE EU AGRICULTURAL POLICY,
BARCELONA, 11-15 SEPTEMBER 2006. This seminar will be held in the framework of the 
regional Training and Consultancy Programme on Public Administrations for Mediterranean Partners 
funded by MEDA in order to provide training to civil servants on European affairs and to create a 
EuroMed network of public administration training centres. This 5-day seminar is organised with the 
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objective of providing MEDA participants with a clear overview of the Community Agricultural 
Policy within the context of the existing Association Agreements with the EU. It also aims to pave the 
way for the development of a working relationship on the subject between relevant MEDA officials 
and EU Institutions/Member States. For more information, please visit http://www.eipa.nl.

v EURO-MEDITERRANEAN ENERGY FORUM MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 21 SEPTEMBER 2006
IN BRUSSELS
The objective of this Forum will be to take stock of the situation of the regional MEDA and EIB 
programmes on Energy and to examine the evolution prospects of the Euro-Mediterranean co-
operation. The participants to the Forum will be the Directors of Energy from the relevant ministries 
as well as representatives of the financial Institutions such as the EIB and the World Bank.  The day 
will be divided into four working sessions devoted to energy security in the Mediterranean region, to 
the presentation of follow-up reports on the institution of a Euro-Mediterranean energy policy, to the 
financial instruments designed for promoting the rational use of energy and renewable energy sources 
as well as to a programme of work to prepare the Euro-Mediterranean ministerial meeting. For further 
information about this Forum, please contact Jean-Marc Riegel (jean-marc.riegel@ec.europa.eu) or 
Katarina Uherova (katarina.uherova@ec.europa.eu ).

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Detailed information on open tenders in the Mediterranean partner countries can be found in the 
EuropeAid tender database at: http://ec.europa.eu/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl

For the list of tenders to be viewed together with all related documents, the following should be entered in the 
QUERY form: 

 1. <MEDA> in the pull down window
2. Status: Open
3. Type: Supplies, Works, Services, Grants (tick everything)
4. Region: Mediterranean Partners
5. Countries: ALL
6. SUBMIT QUERY

The list of open tenders will be retrieved.

The next Euromed Synopsis newsletter will be published on the 7th of September 2006.
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