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Mr Hutchinson, Vice-Chairman, opened the meeting at 15.10.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 370 614)

The Chairman announced a change to Item 4 as neither Mrs Kinnock nor Mrs Carlotti 
could attend.
The draft agenda was adopted as amended.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 31 January 2006 (PE 369.064)

The minutes were approved.

3. Chairman’s announcements

The Chairman informed members that:

• On his first visit to Algeria, the President of Parliament had described Algeria as a 
strategic ally of the European Union and had stressed the importance of the 
Barcelona process. He had met the Presidents of the Senate and the National People's 
Assembly, at their invitation. He had also had a meeting with the President of Algeria.

• Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly
The next plenary session of the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly would be 
held on 26 and 27 March. 

• Meeting of the Maghreb Electricity technical group on 7 April 2006, Brussels
The Energy and Transport DG, in cooperation with the EuropeAid DG, was holding 
the first meeting of the Maghreb Electricity technical group in Brussels on 7 April 
2006 as part of the regional pre-neighbourhood energy programme. This included
provision for an integrated electricity market between the three Maghreb countries 
(Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia) and the European Union.

4. Preparation for the visit to Mauritania from 2 to 5 May 2006 by a delegation 
working party – Exchange of views with the Mauritanian Ambassador to the EU, H.E. 
Sidi Ould Khalifa

The trip to Mauritania had already been authorised by the Conference of Presidents for the 
week of 20 – 24 February 2006. As there was not enough preparation time, 2 – 5 May 
2006 had been proposed instead. Authorisation had been requested for the new dates but 
the secretariat had not yet received the reply.

As the official responsible for the delegation, Mr Kraus, would be on mission during this 
period, secretariat services for the mission would be provided by Etienne Bassot and 
Danielle Jacques, officials working for the Committee on Development.

In view of the current rules and the Conference of Presidents’ authorisation of 9 February 
2006, the number of participants was limited to six (including the Chairwoman).
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The Ambassador had sent a preliminary draft programme, which would be forwarded to 
members by e-mail.

The Ambassador stressed again the need to travel before the referendum in June 2006.
Running through the programme, he urged the inclusion of a visit to Nouhadibou, 
Mauritania’s economic capital. Negotiations between the Commission and Mauritania on 
a new fisheries agreement were getting under way; an agreement had to be reached before 
10 April as the current agreement expired on 31 July. Another subject for discussion was 
clandestine immigration from Nouhadibou to the Canary Islands.

Oil exploration had begun. Oil resources were included in Mauritania’s global budget.

Luis Yañez-Barnuevo García, John Attard-Montalto and Ģirts Valdis Kristovskis spoke.

5. Other business

Nothing to report.

6. Date and place of next meeting

The next delegation meeting would be held at the end of April in Brussels.

*   *
*

The meeting closed at 16.10.
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