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The meeting opened at 4.30 p.m. with Mrs GRUBER, delegation chairman, in the chair.

1.

Adoption of draft agenda (351.252)

The agenda was duly adopted.

Approval of minutes of 20 September 2004 (PE 346.589)

The minutes were approved.

Chairman’s announcements

The chair began with some general remarks reminding the members of the region’s
importance: the war against Iraq, the Middle East conflict and its implications for the
peninsula, and USA/Iranian relations.

The EU should be playing a more significant role.

The following then spoke: the Saudi Arabian Ambassador, the Kuwaiti Ambassador, the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Ambassador and Mrs SAIFI; the last-named proposed
repeating the holding of a congress on Islam, similar to that held in Brussels in 2001.

The chair deplored the fact that so many members were absent. Mr PURVIS suggested
that meetings be organised on specific issues, and Mr PFLUGER and Mr
BOURLANGES said that the fact that so many people were absent was due to the fact
that on Mondays, in general, there were always fewer members present.

EU-Gulf States including Yemen relations (in the presence of a Commission
representative)

The Commission desk officer gave a brief account of the work of the Gulf Cooperation
Council and the stage reached in negotiations between the GCC and the Commission.
Human rights, free trade and weapons of mass destruction remained highly sensitive
issues between the partners.

The GCC Ambassador criticised the length of time the negotiations were taking, stressing
that economic and political issues should not be mixed. He said that he hoped the EP
would put pressure on the Commission to ensure the conclusion of negotiations in the
opening months of 2005.

The Yemeni Ambassador welcomed the holding of the meeting, suggesting that at one of
its forthcoming meetings, the delegation tackle EU-Yemeni relations. The Kuwaiti
Ambassador said that he hoped that the make-up of future delegations visiting his country
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would better reflect the political diversity of the EP. Finally, Mr BOURLANGES
proposed that a forthcoming meeting be devoted to GCC-Commission negotiations.

5. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting would take place on 19 January 2005 in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 5.15 p.m.
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