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The meeting opened at 4.50 p.m. with Ms Emma Bonino, second Vice-Chairperson of the 
delegation, in the chair. The Chairwoman had conveyed apologies for absence, being involved 
in the visit of the Lebanese delegation.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 356.230)
The agenda was adopted without amendment.

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 23 February 2005 (PE 356.207)
The minutes were approved.

3. Chairwoman’s announcements

The Chairwoman said that:

• the European Parliament, in its resolution of 10 March, and the Council, in 
conclusions adopted on 16 March, called for the withdrawal of Syrian troops and of its 
intelligence services from Lebanon, in accordance with United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1559;

• the first Plenary Session of the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA) 
had been held from 12 to 15 March in Cairo.

The Assembly had endorsed the setting up of a working party on the Middle East 
conflict, as proposed by its Political Affairs Committee.

At the end of the first morning’s discussions on 12 March, MEPs had been pleased to 
learn of the release of Dr Nour, Member of the Egyptian Parliament, President of the 
al-Ghad (tomorrow) party and a candidate in the presidential elections, who had been 
imprisoned. Eight members of the European Parliament delegation met him on 14 
March.

4. Oral report by Véronique de Keyser, member of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, on her visit to Syria and Lebanon

Ms de Keyser spoke briefly on her visit to Lebanon where she had met various 
political leaders of the opposition as well as loyalists. The possibility of a new war 
erupting in Lebanon still existed.

5. Exchange of views with a Lebanese delegation led by Mr Walid Jumblatt

The Chairwoman, Ms Béatrice Patrie, arrived with the Lebanese delegation.

After having welcomed the members of the Lebanese delegation, Ms Patrie announced 
that Mr Omar Karame had stepped down as Lebanese Prime Minister. 

In her welcoming speech, the Chairwoman spoke about :
§ the 30th anniversary of the start of the Lebanese civil war;
§ the partnership between the Lebanese Parliament and the European Parliament;
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§ the international conference on debt relief (Paris 3)
§ the possibility of sending a delegation to observe the Lebanese elections.

(The speech is attached as an annex in its original language.)

Mr Jumblatt spoke on the following points:

§ the need not to destabilise Syria in the same way as Iraq;
§ the fact that the current Lebanese administration was under Syrian influence;
§ the need for the EU-Lebanon partnership to be strengthened;
§ the need for the EU to exert some pressure on Syria so that elections could take 

place;
§ the fact that Hezbollah would not be considered as a terrorist organisation when it 

represented 20% - 30% of the population. Forcing it to disarm could carry a great 
risk;

§ Palestine's difficult economic situation and the reinstating of Palestinians' refugee 
status. As long as the Palestinian question was not resolved, there would be no 
peace in the region.

Mr Farès Boueiz, another member of the Lebanese delegation and former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, spoke, highlighting a judicial system under Syrian influence, the role 
of loyalists, the need to organise elections within the set deadlines, the role of 
Hezbollah as a national resistance movement and the fall of the political regime -
starting with the President of the Republic.

Mr Souaid, also a member of the delegation, pointed out that the delegation, being 
pluralistic, did not always share the same opinions on all these matters. Hezbollah was 
an internal problem that needed to be dealt with inside Lebanon. Syria had never, 
officially, declared that the Shebaa farms belonged to Lebanon. Destabilising Lebanon 
would not be a wise decision. There were breaches of human rights in Lebanon and of 
the international rules on the treatment of political prisoners in Lebanese prisons.

The following spoke: Véronique De Keyser, Hélène Flautre, Carlos Carnero González, 
John Purvis, Ioannis Kasoulides and James Nicholson.

The Chairwoman said that a letter from the EP President would be sent to Mr Nabih 
Berry, President of the Lebanese Parliament, suggesting that an EP ad hoc delegation 
be sent to observe the elections. 

6. Date and place of next meeting
The next meeting of the delegation would take place on 11 May 2005 in Strasbourg, 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

The meeting closed at 6 p.m.


