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The meeting opened at 3.00 p.m.with Mr Jonathan Evans in the Chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted without modifications.

2. Communications by the Chairman

The Chairman informed Members that the President of the EP had expressed Parliament's 
condolences for the victims of hurricane Katrina in a letter to President Bush. He also 
indicated that he would write to his counterpart in the US House of Representatives in 
order to convey the condolences of the EP-US Delegation.

The following took part in the discussion: Descamps, Gomes, Guardans Cambo, 
Giertych, Coveney, Lambrinidis, Kuhne, Lauk, Baron Crespo.

It was decided that the Chairman, in his letter, would stress the following items
-the huge scale of the disaster and the appalling death toll
-the deep emotion and sympathy in the European public opinion
-the need to discuss with the US, both bilaterally (the Member States) and multilaterally 
(the European Union), on ways and means to coordinate prevention and assistance in case 
of natural disasters.
-the offer of  EU assistance in the present situation

3. Adoption of the draft minutes of the meeting of 8 June 2005

The draft minutes were adopted without modifications.

4. 59 EP/US Congress IPM - Washington, 23-28 June 2005
and

5.    Future activities of the Delegation
 - exchange of views

These agenda items were discussed jointly.
The Chairman thanked Members who took part in the IPM for their contribution; he 
stressed the positive atmosphere of the discussions.

The following took part in the debate: Guardans Cambo, Kuhne, Galeote Quecedo, 
Gomes, Sinnott, Bradbourn, Buitenweg, Hamon, Lambrinidis, Turmes, Descamps, 
Sumberg.

It was mentioned in particular that
- a special effort should be made in order to publicize the IPM/TLD among US 
Parliamentarians. The EP political groups should use their contacts to this effect
- adequate follow-up should be ensured to the "TLD seminar" on data privacy 
- the formula of the "TLD Seminar" should be retained in the future; among possible 
subjects for the next meeting: preparedness for catastrophes, climate change, the WTO 
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Hong Kong Ministerial, EU/US cooperation in relations with China, in the Middle East, 
in the culture and education sectors.

The Chairman informed Members that the next IPM/TLD would take place in London 
from 1st December to 6th December. A more detailed programme would follow as soon 
as possible.

Draft Calendars of the Delegation preparatory meetings for 2005 and the first months of 
2006 were circulated.

6. Any other business

Vice-Chairman Bonsignore announced that he would personally invite all Members of 
the Delegation to assist to the 2006 Winter Olympics in Turin. The Chairman thanked 
him for his kind offer.

7. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Delegation will take place on Tuesday 4 October 2005 at 10.15 –
11.15 in Brussels.
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