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The meeting opened at 11.05, with Ms Gruber (Chairperson)in the Chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda PE 362.408

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of 6 July 2005 (362.370):

The minutes were approved.

3. Chairperson's announcements

United Arab Emirates:

• The Foreign Ministry has categorically denied reports that Israel is about to open a 
Diplomatic Mission in Dubai, linking "any normalization of ties (...) with Israeli 
recognition of an independent Palestine with holy Jerusalem as its capital".

Qatar:

• Foreign Minister Sheik Al Thani stated that Arabs should make a gesture toward 
Israel after it ended its 38-year occupation of the Gaza Strip. Qatar has thus taken the 
lead in trying to revive the limited relations between Gulf States and Israel, frozen 
since the 2000 intifada.

• The Czech Supreme Court ruled that Foreign Minister Pavel Nemec had the right to 
decide to extradite back to his country Hamad bin Abdallah bin Thani Al Thani, a 
Qatari royal family member convicted of sexually abusing underaged girls in Prague. 
Qatari officials have given assurances that Al Thani will be prosecuted in his own 
country.

Bahrain

• The country has decided to lift the ban on entry of Israeli goods. A top Bahraini
minister was however keen to stress that "lifting the ban is one thing and 
normalization of ties is another"

• 4,000 activists demonstrated on July 29th to protest the ratification of a law on 
political associations, which is seen as an attempt to restrict opposition activity. The 
associations, which stand in place of political parties which are still banned, argue the 
new law will restrict both their funding and their membership; Human Rights Activists 
also plan a parallel NGO conference in November, simultaneously with the "Forum 
for the Future" - a US sponsored forum on reform in the Arab world. However, US 
Ambassador William Monroe denied claims that his country was imposing reforms, 
stating that US policy is "to always encourage people at their own pace".

• The Shiite Al Wefaq National Society, a leading NGO, is split over registering under 
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the new law on political associations, with many of its founding members resigning 
over the issue. While the ruling family belongs to the Sunni branch, Shiites form a 
slight majority of the country's 400,000 citizens ; Al Wefaq (60.000 members) 
boycotted the last elections to protest against the 2002 Constitution which gave the -
unelected- upper house of parliament equal powers to the -elected- lower one.

Saudi Arabia: 

• Prince Talal, a half-brother of King Abdullah, called on Arab rulers to introduce 
change before they are forced to do so under popular pressure. The Saudi royal said 
his own country needed "political reforms in the first place", by adopting a 
Constitution and turning the current appointed consultative council into a "quasi 
legislative council".

• New King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, whom the delegation met at its last visit when 
he was still Heir to the throne, has now smoothly acceded to power after King Fahd's 
death; Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal said the smooth transfer of power 
attested to "the soundness and firmness of the state institutions".

• New King Abdullah has revived hopes for accelerating the slow reform process after 
starting his reign with reconciliatory measures such as pardoning of reformists -
including outspoken lawyer Abdulrahman al Lahem- who had been jailed for, inter 
alia, "using Western terminology" in demanding political change. King Abdullah also 
pardoned several Libyans accused of plotting to assassinate him, in an apparent 
attempt to patch up troubled ties with Tripoli. Likewise, 1.200 Yemenis jailed on 
various charges were also freed.

Yemen:

• The EU granted in late August 7.5 million € to promote human rights and support 
sustainable development in the country's fishing sector.

• The country, the poorest in the area, is one where the EU could play an important role; 
the Yemeni ambassador has recently confirmed that a visit of the Delegation would be 
most welcome.

• President Ali Abdullah Saleh announced he will not stand in the 2006 elections, after 
27 years in office. However, few Yemenis are convinced, as he made the same 
announcement ahead of elections in 1999. While the opposition Socialist Party stated 
that "Saleh had merely announced an early election campaign", high-ranking officials 
in the ruling party rejected the president's proposal to step down. Saleh himself has 
rejected rumours that his real aim is to pave the way for his 36-year-old son, currently 
Head of the Republican Guard, to succeed him.

These elements, concludes Ms Gruber, indicate that there is still much progress to be done in 
the region on human rights issues, on one hand, and in order to promote wider 
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democratisation, on the other.

4. Preparation of a visit of the Delegation - 19 to 25 November 2005

The Chair indicates to the members that, for logistical reasons and due to the poor 
airline connections between Kuwait and Yemen, visiting both countries from the 19th 
to the 25th of November, as initially foreseen, seems no longer an option.

As the Ambassador of Yemen has requested a visit of the Delegation and the size of 
the Country shows that it deserves a full visit on its own, in order for the Delegation to 
be able to travel not only to the capital but also to Aden, the Chair proposes to 
postpone the visit to early 2006. Precise dates could be examined at the next meeting 
to take place in Strasbourg on October 26th, when the travel plans of the Delegation 
for 2006 could be drafted for submission at the Conference of Presidents.

As far as the November 2005 visit is concerned, therefore, the visit should take place 
in Kuwait and, if possible, to a neighbouring country (Qatar or Bahrain).

5. Any other business

Ms Doyle, 2nd Vice President, informs the Delegation of an international conference 
to be organised between the EPP-ED group and the Majlis of the kingdom of Bahrain, 
in Bahrain, on 26-27 November, at the initiative of the Bahraini side.

After hearing Ms Niebler, the Delegation agreed to invite at the one of the next 
meetings of the Delegation, in Strasbourg, Ms Susanna Rottmair, holder of a prize for
her studies focusing on the situation of women in Yemen.

6. Date and place of next meeting

After a proposal of Ms. Gruber, and interventions of MM Doyle, Attard-Montalto, 
Niebler, Grossetête, Karim, the Delegation decided to hold more often meetings in 
Brussels, in order to gain easier access to the expertise of leading NGOs, such as 
Amnesty International on the themes of human rights and, subsequently, economic / 
social development. 

This first meeting could take place on October 11, at 15:00, in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 11.45
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