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The meeting opened at 5.40 p.m., with the chairperson, Mrs Rudi Ubeda, in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 362.441)

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of the meetings of 7 September (PE 362.391) and
13 September 2005 (PE 362.392)

The minutes were approved.
3. Chairperson's announcements
The chairperson informed the delegation on:

1. The adoption by the European Parliament of a resolution on Tunisia, in
Strasbourg on 29 September 2005. The resolution had welcomed the significant
progress made by Tunisia in the economic and social spheres, particularly in the fields
of education, health and social security. At the same time, the EP had regretted the fact
that similar progress had not been made with regard to the implementation of projects
in relation to human rights, individual and women's rights, equal opportunities and
modernisation of the justice system. The EP had called on the Commission and the
Council to take action within the framework of the political dialogue with Tunisia and
to ensure that the EU-Tunisia Subcommittee on Human Rights provided for in the
Association Agreement was made fully operational.

2. The Mediterranean migration report 2005. A first annual report, entitled
'Mediterranean migration 2005' had just been published in connection with the 'Euro-
Med Migration' project, a MEDA regional initiative. This was the result of an
extensive survey, focussing on the countries of the Middle East and North Africa
bordering the Mediterranean (Med-MENA), which dealt with demographic and
economic data and information on migration legislation and policies.

In this connection, the chairperson said that she intended to hold a hearing on
migration in Brussels in the first half of 2006, in association with the Committee on
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs and the third countries concerned.

3. The Ad Hoc Delegation to the Western Sahara had been set up on 11 October 2005.
The delegation, of which Mr Kasoulides (PPE-Cyprus) had unanimously been elected
chairman, comprised 7 Members: Messrs Carnero, Coveney, Diaz de Mera, Louis and
Romeva i Rueda, and Mrs Scheele.

4. Exchange of views with the Ambassador of Mauritania to the EU, Mr Sidi
Ould Khalifa, on the situation in Mauritania
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Speaking with reference to the coup d'état on 3 August 2005, Mr Ould Khalifa
gave the background to this "turnaround", which had enabled the curtain to be
drawn on an era characterised by "instability, the personification of power,
violation of freedoms, hijacking of justice and generalised chaos". Without a single
shot being fired or a single person arrested, which was "unheard of for a coup
d'état", the new team had adopted a "programme of transition to democracy", the
aim of which was finally to make alternance of government possible.

That was why the first measure adopted by the "transitional authorities", which it
was in no way intended should remain in office in the long term, had been to
declare those involved in the coup ineligible so as to ensure complete neutrality at
the elections, which were now scheduled for June 2007. The Ambassador felt that
those elections should, moreover, be held in the presence of foreign observers, and
therefore took the opportunity to call on the EU to send representatives too: "the
transitional team is not asking for carte blanche, but for your support".

In Mr Khalifa's opinion, a "wind of freedom" was at last blowing across
Mauritania: 80% all of political exiles had already returned following the adoption
of amnesty measures, but the political support of the European Parliament was still
needed.

The chairperson wound up the exchange of views by pointing out that the practice
of coup d'états was manifestly unacceptable in Europe. The EP would support
alternance of government in Mauritania provided that the transitional period was as
short as possible and culminated in the establishment of a genuine democratic
system.

5. Preparation for the visit to Strasbourg by a delegation from the Moroccan
Parliament on 16 and 17 November 2005

The chairperson gave the broad outlines of the communication from Mrs Flautre,
who had apologised for being unable to attend the meeting: need to address the
issue of illegal immigration, equality for women in Moroccan society, human
rights and the fostering of democracy and the rule of law.

The following spoke: Messrs Sonik, Bussutil, Catania, Attard-Montalto and the
chairperson. It emerged from the exchange of views that the agenda for that
interparliamentary meeting should also include freedom of the press and measures
to combat drug production in Morocco. In addition to this, attention should be
awarded to detention conditions in Morocco for persons arrested on drug
trafficking charges, since these often left much to be desired. Finally, it was
suggested that the European executive - i.e. the Members of the Commission who
would be in Strasbourg and were responsible for some of the subjects to be
addressed, and in particular Mr Frattini as concerned illegal immigration - might
be invited to take part in the interparliamentary meeting.
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6. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the delegation would take place on 16 November 2005 in Strasbourg.
The chairperson reminded those present that, on that occasion, the delegation would host
the visit of a delegation from the Moroccan Parliament.

The meeting closed at 6.27 p.m.
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