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The meeting was opened at 16.24 by M. ADAMOU, Chairperson

1.

Adoption of draft agenda (PE 365.481)

The draft agenda was adopted.

Approval of minutes of the meeting on 28 September 2005 (PE 362.450)

The minutes were approved.

Announcements by the Chair

The Chairman informed the Members that the Palestinian Legislative Council election
results would be examined under point 5, in presence of M. Adel ATIEH from the

General Palestinian Delegation.

Adoption of the report on the Delegation's visit to Palestine (9-12 Nov. 2005)., PE 365.501

The report was adopted without changes.

Exchange of views on the PLC elections of 25 January 2006

M. ADAMOU, Chair, announced the results of the Palestinian parliamentary elections, where
Hamas enjoyed a comfortable victory receiving 76 seats and Fatah clearly lost, receiving only
43 seats. He then proceeded with the reactions from the International Community. The
Quartet as well the General Affairs Council made clear that the future Palestinian government
will have to accept the state of Israel and be committed to non-violent actions, and Israel has
responded to the election results by freezing 30 million Euros, which were due to the
Palestinian authority.

From the Palestinian Delegation, M. ATIEH welcomed the support of the EU during the
elections and he stressed that the International Community should accept and respect the
results of a true democratic process, regardless of whether the election results are in
accordance with everyone's wishes. He expressed his belief that Hamas has started to adopt a
more moderate and pragmatic discourse and repeated that President ABBAS will respect the
commitments undertaken according the roadmap. To sum up, the EU and the International
Community should not rush in taking a harsh stand against Hamas, but give it a chance to
develop a true political platform.

M. ADAMOU also underlined that the electoral result should be respected, as the expression
of a democratic choice, by everybody -- and this includes Israel. While there are many factors
that may explain the Hamas victory, it is very likely that the too publicized opposition of the
US and the EU may have been dramatically counter-productive.

M. ADAMOU proceeded with asking the Members what they believe the position of the
Delegation should be, henceforth, vis-a-vis the newly elected PLC.
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During the debate that followed, M. BOWIS, CASTEX, TOUSSAS, DE ROSSA,
MORGANTINI and LUCAS took the floor.

The Members agreed that the election process had been transparent and democratic and that
the International Community should refrain from making hasty judgements based on previous
stereotypes, but rather wait and see how Hamas, as a government, would act,. The EU should
therefore not yet stop its financial support for the Palestinians.

The Palestinian vote should be seen not as an extremist call for terrorism, but rather as a
protest vote - against occupation, oppression and poverty, but also against the International
Community which failed to implement its own resolutions (the roadmap, UN Security
Council resolutions). While asking from Hamas to recognise Israel makes sense, Israel should
also recognise the state of Palestine instead of pursuing with its daily tactics of maximising
land-grabbing; to maintain its credibility, Europe should demonstrate it is even handed and
has demands from all sides, PA and Israel.

Hamas will be judged by its acts; meanwhile, the Members agreed, the newly elected PLC, as
well as the government that will be sworn in, will find the doors of the D-PLC delegation
open to them, and contacts will be made. This, concluded the Chair, could help the Hamas
transform itself in a political force that distances itself from armed struggle.

6. Any other business

No other business.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The Chair informed Members of the decision of the President of the EP to strictly implement
current rules, and thus, in principle, not to allow meetings taking place in Strasbourg, in
parallel to the plenary.

The next delegation meeting would, thus, be held on Thursday, March 23 2006, in Brussels,
at 16:15 h.

The meeting closed at 17:16 h.
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