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The meeting was opened at 16.25 by the Chair of the Delegation, Mrs Hybášková.

Adoption of draft agenda (PE 370.607)1.

The draft agenda was adopted.

Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of Thursday, 2 February 2005 (PE 369.068)2.

The minutes were adopted.

Chairperson’s announcements3.

M. HYBÁšKOVÁ informed the Members that, shortly before the 28/3 elections due to take 
place in Israel, Kadima appears to have consolidated its lead as opinion polls suggest it would 
gain more than 40 seats. She expressed the hope that these elections would bring a 
representative government that would reflect the peaceful aspirations of the Israeli people.

Exchange of views with M. Alan Seatter, Head of Unit, DG RELEX4.

The following Members took the floor: M. HYBÁšKOVÁ, BELDER, HÖKMARK.

M. SEATTER commented extensively on the EU/Israel Action Plan, on the EU's current 
relations vis-à-vis Palestine as well as, on the economic side, the latest efforts to strengthen 
EU/ Israel cooperation. His assessment was that there has been a "lot of progress" in economic 
and political issues; this has led to the relation between EU and Israel being "completely 
transformed" when comparing with what the situation was 2 years ago.

On the issue of combating terrorism, M. SEATTER announced that two seminars would take 
place, on the issues of "radicalisation and recruitment" and "Human Rights and Terror: a 
challenge for a democracy". Israel is currently negotiating an agreement with Europol and 
seeks observer status at the Council's working group on money laundering.

M. SEATTER also indicated that how to deal with Hezbollah, currently not included in the 
EU's terrorist list, is being debated as there are allegations that the Hezbollah is funding 
terrorist cells in the West Bank and Gaza. It is, however, difficult to detect the precise nature 
of financial transactions / cash flows between Israel and the West Bank as, perhaps 
surprisingly, this topic is not regulated. Tel Aviv is currently planning to introduce specific 
legislation on cash flow transfers.

M. SEATTER reminded, however, that to include the Haezbollah or not in the EU's terrorist 
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list is a political decision of the Member States. The European Commission plays no role in this 
respect - but can make a contribution in detecting suspect financial transfers.

On Human Rights issues, answering to a question from M. BELDER, M SEATTER indicated 
that the EU and Israel share the same fundamental values. Yet, there are specific issues on 
which the European Commission disagrees strongly with Israel, such as house demolitions or 
the policy of targeted killings.  

As to the future relation the EU would develop with the Palestinian government would depend 
on specific criteria: (i) its recognition of Israel, (ii) its commitment to end violence and (iii) to 
respect existing agreements. This sends a clear message to the Hamas, and also implies that the 
Commission believes that the Hamas has the capacity to change.

There is, however, a real dilemma: the Palestinian government sustains, directly or indirectly, 
the income of one million persons in the West Bank and Gaza. If salaries are not paid, the 
poverty level will increase twofold and both unemployment and malnutrition will become acute 
problems: "it is not right to make the whole of the population suffer because of the position of 
its government". 

As the European Commission is not funding the Palestinian Government with any new 
commitments at the moment, it therefore plans to pursue its humanitarian assistance via the 
UNRWA or, for instance, by paying directly the utility bills of Palestinian households (instead 
of transmitting funds to the Palestinian government for this purpose).

Commenting on the success of the Action Plan, the Chair underlined its "unique character 
when compared to similar instruments in the region", congratulating the Commission for its 
efforts and expressing the wish DG RELEX would communicate in a more transparent 
manner, as the EU policy in the field provides with an unique opportunity to show that all the 
European institutions stick to the same principles -- non violence and a peaceful resolution of 
the conflict. Ms HYBASKOVA also expressed a strong interest in exploring whether Members 
of the Parliament could participate in the Working Groups foreseen by the action plan.

Any other business5.

No issues where raised under this point.

Date and place of next meeting6.

The next meeting of the Delegation would take place on May the 3rd, 10.15-11.15 (ASP 5G-
3).

The meeting closed at 17.25
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