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The meeting opened at 15.10 with André Brie, Delegation chairman, in the chair.

The chairman welcomed both the diplomatic corps present and Commission representative Luis
Maia.

1. Adoption of draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of draft minutes of meeting of 25 January 2006

The draft minutes of the meeting of 25 January 2006 were approved.

3. Chairman's announcements

The chairman informed members of the meeting between the EU-LAC integration parliaments
which took place on 24-25 April 2006 in Bregenz. This meeting resulted in agreement on a Final
Declaration which included a message for the Fourth Summit of EU-LAC Heads of State and
Government to be held in Vienna (12-13 May 2006).

In the presence of the Commission representative:

4. Exchange of views on the situation in Chile

The chairman gave the floor to Commission representative Luis Maia who spoke about the good
relations between the European Union and Chile in the two months since the inauguration of the
new President of Chile, Michéle Bachelet.

The Commission representative also informed members that the Second EU-Chile Summit would
be taking place (13 May 2006) in the framework of the Fourth Euro-Latin American Summit.

Mr Maia also spoke about the problems currently facing Latin America (difficulties relating to
Andean integration, Mercosur and Bolivia), as well as the need to make the very most of the
existing opportunities presented in the framework of the EU-LAC Partnership Agreement.

The chairman, Mrs Klass, vice-chairwoman, and Mr Fernades spoke about EU enlargement,
relations between the EU and the new government in Chile, as well as Mrs Bachelet's social
policies respectively.

Mr Maia answered questions from the members, pointing out that Chile's new government would
remain committed to the economic policies of its predecessor, whilst in relation to social issues it
would be focusing in particular on the fight against poverty (having recently increased pensions)
and on the fight against discrimination amongst the indigenous population. With regard to EU-
Chile relations, he spoke about new joint initiatives (the dialogue on employment policy,
education, energy and the information society).
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S. Fourth Meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee
Strasbourg., 13-14 June 2006

The chairman informed members that the fourth meeting of the EU-Chile JPC would be held in
Strasbourg on 13-14 June 2006, whilst the fifth meeting of the EU-Chile JPC would take place in
Chile on 2-7 October 2006.

6. Other business

Mr Bosch outlined the debates which took place in Bregenz and the conclusions that were
reached, commenting in particular on the Vienna Summit where it was hoped a decision would
be made regarding a start to negotiations with Central America and also on the creation of a
Euro-Latin American Assembly.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the delegation would be held before the Fourth Meeting of the EU-
Chile JPC, on 13 June 2006 in Strasbourg (date to be confirmed).

*
* *

The meeting closed at 16.00.
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