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1. Adoption of the draft agcenda (PE 372.940)

The meeting was opened at 11:25 and the draft agenda adopted

2. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair, Mrs HYBASKOVA, explained that many Members unfortunately could not attent
the meeting as there is a simultaneous vote in AFET. She once again deplored the fact that
meetings in Strasbourg are no longer possible. She further welcomed the Ambassador of Israel
M. Oded ERAN and congratulated him on the occasion of Israel's National Day, celebrating the
58th anniversary of the state of Israel.

3. Exchange of views with H.E. Mr Oded ERAN., AMbassador of Israel to the EU

M. ERAN announced the formation of a new Israeli government led by (no longer
acting) Prime Minister M. Ehud OLMERT, which will likely be backed by circa 70
Knesset MPs. He explained that, for demographic reasons, the new government will re-
examine the "line of separation" (the term border was not used) between Israel and the
Palestinians (the term of "Palestine" was not used).

While this reshaping of geo-demographics would ideally be a negotiated arrangement, if
this proves impossible, Kadima's platform does not rule out unilateral decisions. Thus,
one expect further disengagements of Israel from the West Bank.

Both M. OLMERT and the new Foreign Minister are interested in continuing to develop
EU-Israel relations, in order to build upon the dramatic improvement of the last 2 years.

Regarding the Hamas-led Palestinian government, there is a growing awareness among
Palestinians that its policies have led to the withdrawal of the financial support of the
International Community and that Iran's promises of providing assistance have not
materialised.

M. ERAN did, however, state that Isracl has no objections to the EU continuing to
channel aid through the mechanisms which remain directly under Abu MAZEM's
control.

Where Israel does have a real problem is that Abu MAZEM's is quite unlikely to be in a
position to negotiate; his electoral base, by large, is also the one that brought the Hamas
government in power. Even if there were negotiations between the Palestinian Authority
and Israel, these would, then, most probably fail to be ratified by a Palestinian
Legislative Council, as the majority of its current members do not recognise Israel,
previous agreements, nor the roadmap. Entering into talks when the counterpart has "no
mandate to negotiate" is thus very difficult as, in case of failure, "we are not back to
point zero, but to minus".

On other Issues, M. ERAN stated:
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e [ran: the country does not hide that it is continuing its efforts to become a nuclear
power. While a UN Security Council is still to be drafted, and whether there will
be a reference to Chapter VII (sanction mechanism) still to be seen, the question
1s how Permanent Members China and Russia will react. Russia, however, starts
having growing concerns with Iran's ambitions. Israel promotes a solution to this
crisis through diplomatic means ; sanctions, in a way, are already applied as the
Western business community has started disengaging itself from Iran. There is
therefore a wide range of pressure instruments that may be applied by the
international community without even having a formal resolution condemning
Iran - such as an embargo on dual use commodities. Replying to the question of
sending a signal to Iran by declaring its president persona non grata on EU soil,
M. ERAN, without being opposed, wondered whether such a move would really
be productive, as there is a risk that President Ahmadjinehad would be
strengthened in internal policy terms.

e Northern Israel / Hezbollah: all Lebanese efforts of reaching domestic
understandings have failed. Hezbollah still refuses to comply with UN resolution
1559; Syria's involvement is assessed by UN Special Envoy LARSSEN in his
last report.

5. Anyv other business

e The Chair raised the issue of future Interparliamentary dialogue with the Knesset, in its
new composition. M. ERAN indicated that Israel's Ministry of Foreign Affairs would,
most likely, informally brief accordingly, when elected, the new Chair of the Knesset's
own Foreign Affairs and Defence Parliamentary Committee.

e On a proposal of Ms HYBASKOVA, Members agreed that letters of
congratulation be sent to:

- the new Prime Minister, Ehud OLMERT,

- the new Minister of Foreign Affairs, when sworn in,

- the Speaker of the new Knesset, when elected,

- the new Chair of the Knesset's own Foreign Affairs and Defence Parliamentary
Committee.

e The Chair informed Members of the seminar she organises, in collaboration with
Dr. BUHLER, on funding fro peace in the Middle East, promoting alternative
funding for the Palestinian Authority (ASP 5 F 385, 11:15-12:15, May 3rd)

6. Date and place of the next meeting.

The next meeting of the delegation will be held on 20 June 2006 at 16:15 hours in Brussels. This
will be an interparliamentary meeting if the Knesset confirms its availability.

The meeting closed at 11:25
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