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1. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted (item 4 concerning the exchange of views with the Ambassador of 
Afghanistan was held over to a later meeting).  

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 11 April 2007       

The minutes of the meeting of 11 April were approved.  

3. Chairman’s announcements

The chairman expressed his regret that the Ambassador of Afghanistan could not be present at 
the meeting because of an emergency surgical procedure. 

The chairman announced that the next meeting would take place at the end of June - probably on 
27 June 2007. Mr Vendrell, the European Union Special Representative for Afghanistan, and Mr 
Wali Masoud, President of the Masoud Foundation, and a NATO representative were expected 
to attend. 

He suggested that the Ambassadors of the main countries bordering Afghanistan - Pakistan and 
Iran (and possibly Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan) be invited to the meeting of 11 July 
and that it would also be possible to welcome NGO representatives and other people. 

Mr Agnoletto felt it would probably be difficult for NGO representatives to leave the country 
and take part in the meeting of 11 July.  

Ms Angelika Beer expressed her concern about the situation in Afghanistan during previous 
weeks when some members of the Welthungerhilfe (German Agro Action) organisation were 
killed, and suggested that a letter of protest be sent.     

Mr Tajani emphasised the important role the delegation for Afghanistan should have in keeping 
the peace in this region. He mentioned the possibility of organising a press conference to state 
the European Parliament’s position and its determination to fight for peace and respect for 
human rights in the region. He was concerned by the fact that the situation in Afghanistan has 
been very unstable over the previous weeks and thought it essential that the delegation meet 
NATO representatives to find out exactly what was happening on a military level. 

The chairman suggested writing a letter to President Pöttering emphasising the active role that 
the European Parliament should have in defending human rights. The members of the delegation 
agreed to this proposal.

The chairman continued by outlining the situation of the hostages from the Terre d’enfance 
organisation working in the education, social, and women’s rights domains. The Taliban had 
taken four prisoners, one of whom was European (the European hostage had already been freed).
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The chairman stressed the importance for the delegation to focus on its current main political 
priorities of freeing the four hostages, and mentioned, among other possible actions, sending a 
letter from President Pöttering to the President of the Afghani Parliament to inform him of the 
European Parliament’s serious concerns regarding the situation of these hostages in Afghanistan 
and the European Parliament’s responsibility towards a European national.

With regard to the delegation’s trip to Afghanistan, the chairman was of the opinion that, 
although the visit was initially planned for September or October, the dates of Ramadan from 13 
September to 12 October meant another date towards the end of October or in November should 
be considered, even if climate problems would be encountered.

5. European Union policy in Afghanistan:
- exchange of views with a representative of the European Council of Ministers

Mr Kozlowski, Head of the Council’s Asia Task Force, described the general direction of the 
European Union’s policy in Afghanistan. He emphasised the important role played by the 
European Union in this country and its commitment and determination to help construct a stable 
Afghan state. Mr Kozlowski stressed that European Union policy in Afghanistan was a policy of 
aid and guidance for the country’s political affairs. This corresponded to the political declaration 
signed in 2005. He also mentioned the very important role that should be played by Afghan 
institutions in reconstructing the country and emphasised the importance of a permanent 
collaboration between external political actors present in Afghanistan and the Afghan 
institutions.  

Mr Podestà posed several questions to the Council representative, who answered him. 

6. Implementing aid given by the European Union: 

Ms Bettina Muscheidt, desk officer responsible for the European Commission’s relations with 
Afghanistan, described the aid and assistance measures financed by the European Union between 
2002 and 2006, and the current and future programmes. She emphasised the process of 
improving the justice system and good governance, aimed at establishing the rule of law. She 
specified the importance of the other political actors in the region: Pakistan, Russia and China 
(relations were very tense, particularly with Pakistan). Another very important issue for the 
country was the fight against drugs. All the actors present in Afghanistan should fight to reduce 
(or even eradicate, if possible) the use of drugs, which constitutes one of the biggest challenges 
confronting the country. Ms Muscheidt stressed the importance of united, joint action by all 
states present in Afghanistan. 

Mr Podestà asked several questions, mainly about the Union’s visibility in Afghanistan, control 
of the south of the country and drug trafficking, as well as about the refugee camps in Pakistan.  

Mr Agnoletto expressed his scepticism concerning the general situation in Afghanistan. He felt 
that an improvement in the narcotics area was unlikely as the situation had worsened, especially 
in recent months. He considered the current measures insufficient and believed that more radical 
measures and tough strategies should be implemented if we really wanted to improve the 
situation.
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The Commission representative responded to questions, explaining the added value provided by 
the EU, and explained the measures implemented in relation to drugs, particularly by the United 
Kingdom, which is responsible, and detailed the Union’s measures to create support for police 
force training and on the priority given to health, rural development and governance. 

7. Other business

No other points were raised.

8. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting of the delegation would take place on 27 or 28 June 2007 (date to be 
confirmed).

The meeting closed at 12.30
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