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MINUTES
of the meeting of 25 June 2007, from 15.15 to 16.15

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15.20 on Monday, 25 June 2007, with Kyriacos Triantaphyllides 
(Chairman) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 384.743)

The agenda of the meeting was adopted.

2. Approval of the minutes of the meetings of 26 April 2007 in Strasbourg (PE 384.738) 
and of 7 June 2007 (PE 384.739)

The minutes were approved.

3. Announcements by the Chair

Mr. Kyriacos Triantaphyllides reminded members of his initiative to ask, in the name of 
his political group, the sending of an ad hoc Delegation to Jordan and Palestine so as to 
assess the situation in the Ruwayshid refugee camp.

The Chair also attracted the attention of Members to the Press Releases he has drafted 
with regard to the situation in Palestine and to the abduction of BBC journalist Alan 
Johnston.

He furthermore communicated to Members the letters he has exchanged: 

- With the President of the Commission,

- With Mrs Dotan, Chair of the Knesset Delegation for European affairs
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The Chair then informed Members of the seminar which will be held on 2 and 3 July, 
organised by the PSE, on the situation in the Middle East.

4. Exchange of views with Mrs Leila Shahid, General Palestinian Delegate, on the 
situation in Palestine 

Mrs. Leila Shahid, the Palestinian General Delegate, informed present members about the 
current situation in Palestine, particularly in the area of Gaza. With the take-over of the 
Gaza strip by Hamas, Palestine enters "one of the saddest periods in its history" as, at least 
until now, the threat of civil war had been averted. Civil war is now a reality - and is a self 
destructive process.

The national unity Government attempted to stop this threat but, unfortunately, it seems 
that "it had, from the beginning, too many enemies" and failed to get the financial help it 
so desperately needed. Ms Shahid reminded that the Quartette Members effectively failed 
to establish direct relations with this government.  From this point of view, "Europe has a 
part of the responsibility" and could perhaps, wonder at last whether it really took the 
right decisions in the recent past.

There is, furthermore, a split in terms of political control, as now Hamas has taken over 
the security infrastructure in the Gaza strip. "But this does not reflect at all a split among 
Palestinians", as it would be wrong to assume that all Palestinians stranded in the Gaza 
strip have now become Hamas members. However, there is the fear that with rampant 
radicalisation in Gaza, all borders will be sealed, leading to the suffocation of the 
population. The Rafah border with Egypt is completely shut.

The following Members took the floor over a number of issues at the debate which 
followed: Mr Davies, Mr Portas, Mr Prodi, Ms Evans, Mr Triantaphyllides. In her replies, 
Ms Shahid stressed that:

• in Gaza, the vast majority of the population feels it has become a scapegoat and is now 
abandoned to its fate by the international community

• Ironically, the only border not totally sealed is at Erez, with Israel. This means that the 
parties "validated" by Israel (diplomats, international organisations, some NGOs...) 
still have access to the Gaza strip. This means that "you, at least, have possibilities 
others do not". Symbolic gestures from the EU / EP are important in this respect.

• Hamas will now face the problems of administering an area on its own; it will have to 
cooperate with the international community so that aid flows to the population in the 
Gaza strip. There are some possibilities for leverage there. 

• Fatah is not the party that declared war on Hamas - quite the opposite.

• Within the Palestinian population, there is a widespread feeling that Hamas went 
overboard in toppling the national unity government. Eventually, Hamas will be held 
accountable for that. The crisis is currently deepening as there are press reports that 
Hamas may plan an Islamic state in Gaza --- which was not its declared policy until 
now.
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• Fatah has nothing to do with the gangs that have kidnapped, in Gaza, Gilad Shalit or 
Alan Johnston. These kidnappings are "part of a pathological manifestation... and 
demonstrate the rottenness of the situation".  "Something has now reached the point of 
no return"; 40 years after the beginning of occupation, the Palestinian national 
apparatus is now being destroyed and the result is its gradual substitution by 
"smugglers, gangs, militia -- as in Iraq and Somalia".

• Tremendous political will is now required. The invasion of northern Gaza by Israel 
during summertime cannot be ruled out. "We have now reached the stage where we 
need international presence, in an UNIFIL+ formula, in all territories, not only Gaza, 
and not only to monitor borders -- but with a mandate to enforce protection of 
civilians under the 4th Geneva convention".

M. De Rossa, in particular, stressed that the decision to form an emergency government was 
probably the right one given the current crisis situation. Hamas attempts to physically 
eliminate President Abbas are deeply shocking, yet "there is no way out of the situation if 
there is no dialogue with Hamas". 

If the EU's foreign policy now consists of refusing to engage with the emergency government 
on the grounds that it talks to Hamas, this will just be another disastrous mistake in a long 
series of devising "silly conditions we don't apply anywhere else -- as has been the case until 
now". 

In other words, continued M. De Rossa, the EP's Delegation has to make clear to the Council 
and the Commission that it feels that concrete steps in favour of rapprochement among the 
Palestinian factions should be taken, in both Gaza and the West Bank. The EU should 
furthermore "lift the blockade immediately". 

Mr Triantaphyllides disagreed to Mr De Rossa's comments and to his request that the minutes 
of this meeting be sent to Council and Commission.

5. Any other business

No issues were raised under this point.

6. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Delegation is currently scheduled to take place in November 29, 
15:00-16:00. 

The meeting closed at 16.20.
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