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of the meeting of 26 June 2007, from 16:15 to 17:45

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 16:15 on Tuesday, 26 June 2007, with Robert Evans (Chairman) in the 
chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 391.181)

The agenda was adopted with a slight modification, i.e. to examine point 7 (presentation by 
Ms Gill of the report on the Mission to Bhutan / Nepal) immediately after the election of 
Vice-Chairs.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting on 2 May 2007 (PE 389.679)

The minutes, distributed electronically on May 10th, were adopted without modifications.

3. Election of the Vice-Chairs of the Delegation

The Chairman established the presence of a quorum (6 Members, according to Rule 185(2)) 
and called for nominations for the posts of first and second vice-chairman.

Mr Nirj DEVA, nominated by the EPP-ED to the post of 1st Vice-Chairman and Mr Jaromir 
KOHLICEK, nominated by the GUE to the post of 2nd Vice-Chairman were thus elected by 
acclamation. It was established that they consented being nominated and that their 
declarations of financial interests for 2006 had been updated.

4. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair proceeded directly to the next point.

5. Presentation by Ms Gill of her report on the D-SAARC mission to Nepal Bhutan, 18-
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Before giving the floor to Ms Gill, M. Evans reminded Members that this mission was the last 
one undertook by the D-SAARC under the Chairmanship of Ms Gill; the report has been 
distributed electronically to Members who participated and is included in the meeting 
documents folder.

The Chair also welcomed representatives from Nepal (Ms Luintel), the EC (M. Dashwood
and Coste) and the UNHCR (M. Leclerc) and gave the floor to Ms Gill who presented, in the 
broad lines, her report. Ms Gill made the following main points:

• Both Bhutan and Nepal are undergoing a constitutional process which should 
culminate in general elections. The democratisation challenge was therefore at the 
core of discussions in both Thimphu and Kathmandu. 

• The issue of the refugee population that fled from Bhutan to Nepal in the early nineties 
cannot be solved without the involvement of both countries and with the help of the 
EU, the US and India, among others. 

• The EP Delegation is grateful to the EC Delegation in Kathmandu for the instrumental 
support it constantly provided, despite being severely short-staffed. Members faced, 
however, severe difficulties in Bhutan and would suggest to the EC to consider 
upgrading its level of representation and consider a more effective presence also in 
order, by its presence, to prevent a possible second wave of refugees from happening.

• In Bhutan, EU presence could also be helpful in assessing the free and fair character of 
the elections to be organised and safeguarding that the elections will be an inclusive 
process. The EC is therefore called to examine whether it could observe the elections.

• As the elections in Nepal have now been postponed, the Commission is also called to 
provide its opinion on whether the shortcomings witnessed by the EP Delegation have 
been remedied and whether elections will be possible in November, as currently 
scheduled.

• Commenting on the refugee issue, Ms Gill welcomed proposals on Third country 
resettlement made by the US, Canada and others and called Member-States to devise 
similar schemes. She furthermore stressed that the EP's Delegation would expect 
Bhutan to stand by its commitment to accept repatriation of its nationals (categories I 
and IV) and of their families in safety and dignity, and to allow for this process to start 
immediately. 

• She lamented the fact that classification under category IV (Bhutanese with a criminal 
record) seems to have been operated under extremely opaque criteria and wondered 
how it is possible for persons having been born in the camps to have criminal records 
in Bhutan.

• Ms Gill further stressed that the events which took place in the nineties should not be 
repeated again and called the international community, including the EU, US and 
India to mediate so as to prevent a second wave of refugees from occurring.
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M. Leclerc, from the UNHCR, strongly supported the position of the EP Delegation in favour 
of allowing voluntary resettlement of the refugee population to third countries. He indicated 
that the High Commissioner Antonio Gutierrez also visited Bhutan and Nepal shortly after the 
EP Delegation did, and conveyed the same message to the Bhutanese and Nepalese 
authorities. He furthermore stressed that the problem of statelessness affects in Nepal, more 
widely, almost 4 million persons and is linked to the peace process. This creates a tremendous 
pressure upon the Nepalese government.

Ms Luintel informed Members that elections in Nepal are now announced to take place on 
November 22, and that EU Observers are welcome. She underlined the eagerness of her 
government in helping solving the Bhutanese refugee issue. 

M. Dashwood from the Commission indicated that Bhutan could be considered as a priority 
for election observation for 2008, but for this to take place Bhutan would have to first to issue 
an official invitation. As the EU is now a SAARC observer perhaps this could help things. He 
also hinted that, contrary to the very clear impression Members got in Bhutan, perhaps the 
authorities will re-examine the current requirement of having a BA in order to be allowed to 
stand for elections. 

Commenting on the difficulties ECHO faces on providing aid to the camp, M. Dashwood was 
rather laconic, expressing his hope that a solution will be found. 

As the report calls for precise explanations to be submitted to the EP's competent Delegation 
by September 15th on this very point, it can be noted that these explanations were not 
provided by the European Commission on the occasion of the 26/6 meeting. 

The following Members spoke during the debate which followed: Evans, Kohlicek, Gill. 
Members raised some practical questions over the US proposal of 3rd country resettlement 
but also stressed that Bhutan has to make a token gesture and at last accept some refugees 
back. They underlined that this message has to be conveyed to Council and Commission so 
that some action is undertaken in this respect. 

6. Exchange of views on the current situation in Pakistan

M. Evans indicated to Members that, since the D-SAARC Delegation visited the country last 
December, several worrying developments have taken place. Thus, Pakistan's Chief Justice 
Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry has become a focus for political opposition to the government 
of Pervez Musharraf, since he was suspended by the president in March. 

Ever since Mr Chaudhry's suspension, lawyers have regularly protested, defying security 
restrictions, in all main urban centres. However, in the run-up to general elections, what began 
as small scale demonstrations have now become politicised rallies, attended by most 
opposition parties. In one such demonstration on 6 May in Lahore, Mr Chaudhry told a crowd 
of thousands that dictatorships which ignore the rule of law face "destruction" -- while 2 days 
of violence in Karachi left 41 people dead. Amnesty International has also recently 
condemned the arrests of several hundred political activists.

M. Khalid, Ambassador of Pakistan, attributed the current "rather charged atmosphere" to the 
fact that Pakistan now is in "pre-electoral times", after 8 peaceful years of economic growth. 
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He stressed that Mr Chaudhry's suspension is currently sub judice and that the Government 
has already stated that it will abide to the ruling of the Constitutional Court.
The following Members spoke: Kohlicek, Evans, Gill, Mulder.

Ambassador Khalid stressed that as far as the general elections are concerned, "a number of 
scenarios are aired every day" and that "many issues are up in the air". No precisions were 
given regarding when the general elections would take place. M. Khalid nevertheless 
indicated that, constitutionally, the term of the National Assembly expires in November and 
that elections should therefore take place within 90 days under a care-taker government. The 
care-taker government would have to be sworn in before if early elections were to take place 
with the dissolution of the National Assembly before it exhausts its term.

Ambassador Khalid furthermore expressed the view that media restrictions, which applied 
mainly to TV live coverage ("which gave the impression that the country was up in flames") 
were now being lifted and expressed Pakistan's strong desire to consolidate ties with the EU, 
in particular as far as Interparliamentary exchanges are concerned.

7. Exchange of views on the next mission the Delegation will undertake in Sri Lanka & 
the Maldives, dates TBC 30 Sept -7 Oct

The Chair indicated that preparations in view to this Mission are still ongoing and welcomed 
M. Patrick Mc MULLAN, from the Maldivian Mission to the EU (under accreditation) and 
M. Olivier COSTE, EC, DG RELEX, Desk Maldives.

The list of participants has been distributed electronically; M. Evans explained that, given 
current rules, all interested Members could not, unfortunately, be automatically part of the 
working group that is to travel but that several elements were taken into account when 
drawing the list (geographical balance, political balance, availability during the whole period 
the mission is planned to take place). No observations were formulated.

M. Evans further explained that the situation in Sri Lanka is somewhat volatile, and that 
defining a final programme at this stage would be a bit premature. Contacts have been 
undertaken with the Embassy of Sri Lanka, however, and visiting Trincomalee and Batticaloa 
does not seem to be problematic. 

M. Mc Mullan underlined that, for the Maldives, the EU's input and help are seen as 
"invaluable" in the run-up to ensuring free and fair multi-party elections in 2008, which the 
EU will probably be invited to observe. The aim of the Maldivian mission to the EU, which is 
still being set up, will be to raise awareness on the Maldivian reform agenda and the works of
the sepcial Constitutional Majlis which aims at introducing parliamentary democracy 
according to a well-defined time-table.

M. Coste, on the other hand, stressed that the EC Delegation in Sri Lanka, accredited to the 
Maldives, is pleased with current developments, as the situation is improving towards multi-
party democracy, and will provide all required assistance to the EP Delegation when devising 
a programme for its visit. 

8. Any other business
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The Chair indicated that Ms Nicholson of Winterbourne will present her report on Kashmir at 
tomorrow's meeting of the Delegation for relations with India ; all Members are invited.

9. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Delegation is foreseen to take place on Wednesday September 12th, 
10:15-11:15, ASP 5 E-2.

The meeting closed at 17:40.
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