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of the meeting of 14 November 2007, from 17:15 to 18:15
STRASBOURG

The meeting opened at 17:21 on Wednesday, 14 November 2007, with Robert Evans,
(Chairman) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda PE 397.094

The agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting on 12 September 2007 (PE 393.816)

The minutes were adopted.

3. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair informed Members that the objective if the meeting is to focus
exclusively on the situation in Pakistan. He nonetheless, made, very rapidly, the
following points on some other topics:

A visit of the Bureau to Bangladesh will take place from 17th to 22nd November;
as M. DEVA (EPP) is unable to attend due to prior commitments, he will be
replaced by Ms BAEVA (ALDE), on the ALDE quota.

As to the working group visit to Sri Lanka / Maldives, 5 different sets of dates
proposed since the surprise postponement of the September mission have all been
constantly turned down by the Sri Lankan authorities, on various grounds.
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A positive development is that BHUTAN has now officially invited the EP to
observe the elections due in March 2008. Further consultation with the European
Commission is however needed on the matter in order to organise such a mission

4. Exchange of views on the imposition of a state of emergency in Pakistan

M. EVANS reminded that the EP adopted a Resolution on Pakistan on 25
October, warning against the imposition of the state of emergency one week
before it was declared by General Musharraf.

After the declaration of a State of Emergency, the EU called the Government to
restore the Constitution, to implement the necessary conditions to guarantee free
and fair elections on schedule in January and to release all political prisoners.

Ambassador KHALID thanked the Delegation for the invitation to take the floor,
stressing it proved that the channels of dialogue between Pakistan and the EP
remained open.

He reminded that, according to President MUSHARRAF, the state of emergency
was "necessary (i) in order to save the 3rd phase of the democratic process from
being derailed by judicial activism (...) and (...) in order for the army to carry
operations against terrorist groups in Swat".

He also added that President Musharraf would take off his uniform as soon as the
courts would confirm his election. A caretaker government would be appointed in
the following days; crisis can however deepen if political parties fail to find
common ground: "where are we going? I do not know".

The following Members spoke: BUSHILL-MATTHEWS, DEVA, MIKKO,
LEINEN, GILL, EVANS, condemning the imposition of a state of emergency
and particularly the fact that top judges had been arrested - something which
effectively meant that "the terrorists have won" (M. DEVA). The current situation
is a "high disappointment - to put it very mildly" and hardly reflects an
"enlightened decmocracy" (Ms GILL). Members did not fail to stress that the
proclamation of emergency rule immediately before elections was, in itself,
highly problematic (M. LEINEN), and expressed their grave fears about the life
of Ms Benazir BHUTTO (Ms MIKKO).

M. KHALID answered that he would convey the concerns of Members to his
authorities. As to the attempt made on the life of Ms Bhutto, he added that his
government had been trying to deal the security dimension as soon as she
returned to the country, but her practice to organise open meetings showed there
was "no meeting of minds" on how to handle a very existing threat - as the
Karachi bombings showed.

On behalf of the European Commission (DG RELEX), M. Heino MARIUS

warned that "it seems that emergency rule and free & fair elections are not

compatible" - and this endangers sending an EOM, which could be used to grant

legitimacy to a clearly undemocratic process. Not everything has to be perfect,

but some minimal conditions are not met. Nevertheless, this is a political
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judgment to be made; from an administrative / technical point of view, all steps
have been taken in order to deploy an EOM if finally decided.

5. Any other business

No issues were raised after this point

6. Date and place of the next meeting

To be announced electronically, after the return of the Bureau from Bangladesh.

The meeting closed at 18:13
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