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MINUTES
of the meeting of 23 January 2008, from 15:00 to 16:00

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 15:10 on Wednesday, 23 January 2008, with Ms Gruber in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 399.321)

The agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of minutes of meeting on 17 December 2007 (PE 399.320)

The minutes were adopted.

3. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair informed the Members about the following:

 Saudi Arabia:

 President Sarkozy visited Saudi Arabia to sign 3 memorandums of understanding —
two relating to training and rehabilitation, focusing on areas where Saudi youth could 
receive training in France. A third agreement focused on the energy sector.

 President Bush´s visited Saudi Arabia in the wake of President Sarkozy´s visit calls 
for King Abdullah´s support in the Middle East peace process. The president also 
asked the king to support his efforts to isolate Iran over of its controversial nuclear 
programme. The Bush administration has notified Congress of its plans to sell $123 
million worth of sophisticated precision-guided bomb technology to Saudi Arabia

 UAE
 President Sarkozy signed a framework accord for cooperation in developing civilian 

nuclear energy - perhaps sending the message to Iran that rewards await nations that 
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respect international rules; France also signed with the UAE an agreement allowing it 
to permanently station troops in the Emirates.

 YEMEN

 Government soldiers and Shiite rebels are fighting again in northern Yemen, breaking 
a 6-month-old cease-fire with clashes that have killed more than 30 people. Yemen 
has struggled with a three-year insurgency that has killed thousands on both sides.

 President Saleh is very likely to be on an official visit to the EP on 31 January; a 
meeting with President Poettering is currently scheduled.

 BAHRAIN

 Protests on Monday, 17 December were staged by Shias demanding compensation for 
what they said were victims of human rights violations between 1980 and 1990. 
Security forces used teargas and rubber bullets to disperse demonstrators in Shia 
villages, leaving one protester dead and 41 people arrested. The Bahrain Centre of 
Human Rights has noted that most arrests were a violation of human rights and 
believes that the Government has taken advantage of the unrest to crackdown on 
activists that have been connected to public protests on economic and social rights as 
well as restrictions on freedom. 

 King Hamad appointed his son, the Crown Prince, as deputy commander-in-chief of 
the army. The move cements the royal family's control of the armed forces, of which 
the king is the supreme commander. King Hamad also removed Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmad al-Khalifa as defence minister.

 KUWAIT

 Kuwait's only female minister, Nouria Sbeih, survived a vote of no confidence in 
parliament. The education minister was accused of ignoring sex segregation laws at 
universities. 

4. Exchange of views on the Interparliamentary meeting to be held in Oman 
(and possibly Qatar), 17 to 23 March 2008

This point was debated in presence of Ms NAWAL (Embassy of Qatar), Ms Al ZAKWANI 
(Embassy of Oman), Ms LLOMBART-CUSSACK (EC, DG RELEX) and M. DUCROQUET 
(French Permanent Representation) who gave their insights during the debate.

The Chair informed Members that the Conference of Presidents finally approved the draft 
programme for Delegation activities for 2008. This means that the D-Gulf authorisation now 
has the necessary authorisation to proceed with its mission to Oman in 17-22 March, possibly 
combining it to a short mission of the Bureau (which could include other MEPs, if interested), 
to Qatar on March 15-17.

More specifically, on the objectives of the mission, the Chair informed Members that:
- The last Interparliamentary meeting took place in 2002.
- Oman held elections to the Majlis al Shura on October 2007, widely considered as free 
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& fair.
- the following issues could be raised during the interparliamentary meetings:

(i) Women empowerment, as no female MPs were elected (possibility of quotas),
(ii) Oman's participation in the GCC from a commercial point of view, following the 
launch of the GCC Common Market on January 1st,

(iii) Oman's reluctance in GCC monetary integration - as the Kingdom has already stated it 
pulls out from the 2010 deadline for the block's planned single currency,

(iv) Oman's position on the GCC's possible enlargement to Yemen and its implications,

(v) Regional security: Israel / Palestinian dispute, but also Iran. Oman has maintained its 
support for a peaceful resolution to the dispute over Iran’s nuclear programme, as tensions 
and pressure for greater sanctions are mounting; it should be borne in mind that Oman is one 
of the two countries controlling direct access to the strategic Straits of Hormuz, which could 
be closed in the event of regional conflict.

The following Members also spoke: PFLUGER, PURVIS, LOUIS; all agreed that a visit that 
would allow a field-trip to the straits of Hormuz would be appropriate due to their strategic 
location in terms of regional security. However, the following topics should not be neglected 
during the visit: universities, science and research, natural habitat, civil society aspects.

As to the mission to Qatar, Members agreed that apart from meetings with the Government -
with a possible focus on energy-related aspects, an exchange of views should be organised 
with both networks of Al Jazeera (Arabic and International), which are based in Doha. 

5. Any other business

No issues were raised under this point.

6. Date and place of the next meeting

As the next meeting should take place in Strasbourg prior to the IPM in Oman / Qatar, a 
specific authorisation will be needed; when obtained, the date and place of the meeting will be 
announced electronically.

The meeting closed at 15:50.
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