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MINUTES
of the meeting of 8 April 2008, from 17:30 to 18:30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 17:40 on Tuesday, 8 April 2008, with Lilli Gruber (Chairwoman) in 
the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 405.132)

The agenda was approved.

2. Adoption of minutes of the meeting of 23 January 2008 (PE 401.181)

The minutes were adopted.

3. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair informed the Members of the following:

 YEMEN 

Disaffected unemployed youth have been rioting in southern Yemen, demanding jobs on equal 
basis as nationals from the northern part of the country. After several public buildings had 
been set on fire, the government sent in tanks. Amnesty International is concerned about the 
arrest and incommunicado detention of 5 assumed riot leaders, which may be at the risk of 
torture or other ill-treatment. The NGO is worried that they might be prisoners of conscience, 
detained only for "peacefully exercising their rights to freedom of expression and freedom of 
assembly".

KUWAIT

The Emir dissolved the National Assembly on March 19th, two days after the Council of 
Ministers resigned in protest over lack of cooperation with the Parliament. New elections 
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have been scheduled for May 17th.  These will be organized according to a new election 
system, bringing down the number of constituencies from 25 to 5. The reform will make it 
more difficult for MPs to be elected on the base of tribal support.

SAUDI-ARABIA

According to a recent report from the US government, Saudi-Arabia remains the world's 
leading source of funding for Al Qaeda and other extremist networks ; the country is reported 
to have failed to take the key steps requested by the US to stem these financial flow. 

QATAR

EP President Hans-Gert Pöttering is going to visit Qatar in mid-April, in order to open the 
8th Forum on Democracy, Development and Free Trade.

4. Human Rights in the Gulf States 

The Chair informed Members that a discussion took place last week on this point at the Sub-
Committee on Human Rights and summarised the main points of the discussion:

Among all countries of the region, the situation seems to be most preoccupying -by 
far- in Saudi Arabia.

Both activists present at the meeting, from Bahrain and the UAE, had been met by the 
Delegation when it last visited these countries in 2007. The Fédération Internationale 
des Droits de l'Homme was also present and stressed that the top priority for the EP 
should be to address the migrant workers issue - particularly on its trafficking 
(women) dimension. 

The EU should be encouraged in positive engagement in the framework of the FTA 
negotiations and use the opportunity of the ministerial meeting between the GCC and 
the EU on 26 May, 2008 to stand up for democracy in the Gulf.

The European Commission noted that EU Member States and the EC were committed 
to undertaking diplomatic démarches when necessary, but these, by definition, are not 
public. Likewise, the EC doubts that FTA negotiations are the place to address 
individual cases; nonetheless, Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner will be visiting the 
region in 2 weeks time and will meet elements of civil society.

The following Members spoke: ROVSING, DESS, GRUBER, PFLUEGER adressing the 
issues of:

-  freedom of faith in the region,
- cooperation with the EU on the educational and training fields.

5. Exchange of views on the working group mission to Qatar and Oman 
(15-22 March 2008)

The report of the visit not being available yet, this point will be discussed in detail at a 
forthcoming meeting of the Delegation. The Chair nonetheless shared her impressions on this 
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visit which took place to Qatar (15-17 March) and Oman (17-22 March), thanking warmly 
the diplomatic representatives of Qatar and Oman for the facilitation and exceptional 
hospitality provided, especially in Oman.

The following Members who participated at this visit took the floor: PFLUEGER, PURVIS, 
ZDRAVKOVA. All agreed that this mission had allowed Members to get a first hand 
impression of the challenges and the dynamics of the Region, allowing to consolidate ties 
between the European Parliament and the Representative Institutions of both countries.

6. Any other business

The Chair proposed to invite the Brussels correspondents of Al Jazeera TV, in order to 
continue the discussions which started at the channel's headquarters in Doha on the occasion 
of the mission of the Delegation in Qatar.

7. Date and place of the next meeting

To be announced electronically. 

The meeting closed at 18:25.
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