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MINUTES
of the meeting of 11 September 2008, 09h00-10h00

Brussels

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE 409.222)
2. Adoption of minutes of the meeting on 26 February 2008 (PE 401.216)
3. Announcements by the Chair

4. Exchange of views with H.E. Mr Pierre Morel, EU Special representative for Central
Asia and Mr Hugues Mingarelli, Deputy Director General of DG RELEX of the
European Commission

5. Preparations for the 3rd EU-Tajikistan IPM, Dushanbe, 29 September to 2 October
2008

6. Preparations for the 6th EU-Kyrgyzstan PCC, Bishkek, w/c 27 October 2008
7. Preparations for the 7th EU-Uzbekistan PCC, Brussels, 4 to 5 November 2008
8. Any other business

9. Date and place of next meeting
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Mrs JUKNEVICIENE opened the meeting at 09.00hrs.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 409.222)

The draft agenda was adopted without amendment.

2. Adoption of minutes of the meeting on 26 February 2008 (PE 401.216)

The minutes were adopted without amendment.

3. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair welcomed all those present

4. Exchange of views with H.E. Mr Pierre Morel, EU Special representative for
Central Asia and Mr Hugues Mingarelli, Deputy Director General of DG RELEX of
the European Commission

Mr Mingarelli stated that EU-Central Asia relations had taken a qualitative leap forward in
the last 18 months with the entry into force of a new European Strategy. In the past the
region had been somewhat neglected. There was now a real political dialogue with the five
countries, including human rights, initiatives in areas such as education and tackling
trafficking in human beings, the fight against terrorism and dealing with environmental
degradation. It was essential to ratify the Interim Trade Agreement and the Partnership
and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) with Turkmenistan to allow the EU to expand its
relationship. The 1989 Agreement which had been signed with the Soviet Union and
formed the basis of the current relationship with Turkmenistan, did not reflect current
realities and restricted what the EU could do with the country.

He was aware of the reservations of some MEPs about deepening the relationship with
Turkmenistan, particularly as there were serious concerns over human rights in the
country. Nevertheless, the Commission considered that the EU would be in a better
position to enter into a dialogue on such issues if a PCA were in place. Since the coming to
power of President Berdymukhamedov there had been a much more frank dialogue
between the EU and Turkmenistan. There had been some real opening by Ashgabat,
although it was admittedly limited. Europa House was very active in Turkmenistan.
Implementing the agreement would enable the EU to expand the dialogue and it was
essential to have a real contractual basis for the relationship.

Mr Morel argued that it would be wrong to believe that the EU could have any impact if it
deprived its relationship of a legal basis. Much had been done but it was essential to have
the tools to develop the relationship. He referred to the international context and that
Turkmenistan was a neighbour of Afghanistan where there were major concerns over the
drugs trade. Turkmenistan, with the support of the United Nations, was setting up a drugs
agency for the first time. Turkmenistan had also stopped the transfer of sensitive materials
to its neighbour Iran and the two countries had difficult economic relations. The crisis in
Georgia highlighted the importance of the southern corridor for gas exports. It was
essential to support Turkmenistan's policy of asserting itself and to develop a multi-
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vectoral foreign policy that was open to the outside world. The new President had entered a
30 year agreement on gas deliveries with China. He stressed that formal agreements with
Turkmenistan would make it easier to cooperate with it. He referred to the UN regional
preventative diplomacy centre in Ashgabat headed by the former OSCE representative in
Tashkent. There was a structured dialogue on human rights with Turkmenistan in June
2008 in which the discussions were substantive. A Memorandum of Agreement on energy
was signed recently by the Commission.

Mrs Jeggle welcomed active dialogue with all the countries of the region and believed it
was essential to have the basis to carry this out so that there was no repetition of the events
in Georgia. She welcomed the statements of the two speakers.

Mr Gawronski stressed that there were arguments for and against the approach of increased
engagement with Turkmenistan. He welcomed the positive changes of the Turkmen
leadership. He asked about the current developments of the Nabucco pipeline.

Mrs Lyubcheva referred to the good relations between Bulgaria and Central Asian
countries. She stressed the need to develop this relationship for all EU countries.

Mrs Ferreira agreed that dialogue was very important and wanted to learn about the results
of this dialogue.

Mr Peterle agreed that there was more readiness for dialogue on the part of the Central
Asians. He wanted to know how the region viewed the forthcoming Kazakhstan
Presidency of the OSCE.

Mrs Jukneviciene thanked the speakers and welcomed the cooperation between Council,
Commission and Parliament on Central Asia. She appreciated the focus of the French
Presidency on energy issues, noting that Lithuania was totally dependent on Russia for its
energy and wanted to learn about the situation of the Nabucco pipeline. She wanted to
know what criteria had to be met in agreeing to a PCA. She also referred to the vote in the
previous week in the European Parliament on extending the EIB eligibility to Central Asia,
with the exception for the moment of Uzbekistan. It was important to clarify the obstacles
to speeding up the process of dialogue.

Mr Mingarelli stressed that the impact of the change of leadership in Turkmenistan was
immediate and obvious as there was now a willingness to talk about difficult issues. The
authorities clearly had a desire to reform the state and he referred in particular to a
programme of reform for the health and education sector. The EU needed to respond to this
openness.

He accepted that there were major differences of opinion on human rights but believed that
there were now more opportunities to discuss these issues, including raising individual
cases and proposing amendments to legislation. He agreed that benchmarks were essential,
including basic principles for the rules of law, reduction in the number of political
prisoners, promoting the freedom of the media and open access for the opposition parties.
It was essential to monitor this area.

Any partner country signing a PCA was required to agree to the provisions of the
agreement which obliged it respect essential principles of human rights. Each party was
permitted to suspend the agreement if it did not consider that the other party was respecting
the principles of democracy and the rule of law. Turkmenistan had agreed to these
conditions and there was therefore no impediment to signing the PCA

Mr Morel stressed that there was now a more structured dialogue and agenda with a list of
individual cases and questions on legislation. It was planned to implement next year's
dialogue on a more methodical basis. There was an Institute of Human Rights and
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Democracy which was looking at how to implement human rights conventions. President
Berdymukhamedov had met President Pottering and the visit had been very successful and
one of Mr Pottering's staff had subsequently gone to Turkmenistan.

Turkmenistan was a key country for energy supply. It was too simplistic to say that the
Nabucco pipeline was dead: experts were convinced of the need for a corridor but accepted
that financially it would be more difficult. The original idea was to bring the project into
operation by 2013 but now this and other projects would be delayed, apart from the
Turkey-Greece-Italy part which might be ready by 2011. Although it was more difficult
commercially it was now more important politically. Public authorities would now have to
be more involved in the light of the more troubled context in the work of the companies.

Mrs Jukneviciene stressed that any specific questions could be sent in writing to Messrs
Morel and Mingarelli. She thanked them for coming to the meeting and underlined that she
was open for cooperation.

S. Preparations for the 3rd EU-Tajikistan IPM, Dushanbe, 29 September to 2
October 2008

Mrs Jukneviciene noted that a message had been received that it would not be possible to
meet with the members of the Majilis Oli, owing to the heavy organisational demands on
them in preparing for Ramadan. She asked the Ambassador Yatimov of Tajikistan to
comment.

Mr Yatimov thanked the European Parliament for proposing to send a delegation to
Dushanbe. He regretted that the embassy had no more information on the matter. He had
sent a letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs asking for an explanation of this matter.

Charlotte Adriaen, Chargé d'affaires of the Delegation of the European Commission in
Dushanbe, stated that she had heard of the problems the previous day. It appeared that it
would be impossible to hold the formal session with the Majilis Oli. She considered that it
was very important that the European Parliament should go to Tajikistan. She was sure that
with the support of the Commission and the Foreign Minister a valuable visit could be
arranged, including meetings with the Minister of Economic and Trade, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Justice and, if possible, the President. She noted that the
first structured human rights dialogue would take place on October 31 and the country also
stood at a crossroads after a very difficult winter, and there needed to be changes. She was
convinced that a full and useful programme could be set up for the delegation.

Mrs Ferreira asked whether it was really essential to have an interparliamentary meeting or
whether other meetings would be possible.

Mr Peterle asked for clarification on the situation and stressed that he was keen to meet the
parliamentarians.

Mrs Jukneviciene believed that any visit should take place following the traditional
approach for such missions. She was sceptical about the value of meetings with NGOs as
she understood they were government controlled. She stressed the need to have meetings
with parliamentarians and Ministers. At present there were more questions than answers
and she wanted her concerns to be addressed. It was not appropriate to go for merely
tourism. She invited colleagues to exchange views by email. She asked the Ambassador to
establish what the situation was and requested that the Commission Delegation confirm the
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meetings. She expected that the situation would be clarified in the following week.

Ambassador Yatimov underlined that the embassy was very keen to organise this "very
important" visit.

Mrs Jukneviciene thanked the ambassador and noted that Ramadan was an important and
sensitive event.

6. Preparations for the 6th EU-Kyrgyzstan PCC, Bishkek, w/c 27 October 2008

There was insufficient time for this item

7. Preparations for the 7th EU-Uzbekistan PCC, Brussels, 4 to S November 2008
There was insufficient time for this item

8. Any other business

There was no other business
9. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting was scheduled to take place in Brussels on 7 October 2008 at 1130hrs.

The meeting closed at 10h00.
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