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*  *  *

In holding the 3rd EP/Iran Interparliamentary meeting, the Delegation met its main objectives, 
i.e. to develop a dialogue with Members of the Majlis, on topical issues in EU/Iran relations, 
as well as on developments in Iranian society (in particular with regard to respect for 
democracy and human rights). The continuation of  a regular dialogue, after the 1st

Interparliamentary meeting held in October 2006 in Brussels and the 2nd meeting held in 
Tehran in December 2007,  can therefore be regarded as a considerable success, since it 
constitutes an important channel of communication between the two sides.

The complete list of our meetings is included in the attached programme. 

It should be noted that, in addition to the EP/Iran interparliamentary meeting between the two 
Delegations, a series of dialogues also took place between the Iranian Members and 
Representatives of the EP parliamentary groups.

The President of the EP received the Iranian Delegation for a courtesy call on 4 November 
and, on 5 November, the Iranian Delegation also took part in the meeting of the EP's 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, where it was welcomed by Chairman Jacek Saryusz-Wolski 
and had the opportunity of attending the Committee's dialogue with the EU High 
Representative, Javier Solana.

A joint Statement (attached to the present report) was also signed by the Chairs; the Statement 
stressed, in particular, the importance of establishing an EU Representation, at Ambassador 
level, in Tehran.

Both Delegations look forward to continuing their regular dialogue in Iran, possibly in April 
2009.
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First session - Wednesday 5 November 2008, 9.00-11.00

The Chair of the EP Delegation, Ms Angelika Beer, welcomed guests from the Majlis of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran on the occasion of the 3rd Interparliamentary meeting between the 
respective Assemblies.

She stressed the importance of direct dialogue in order to understand different points of view 
and develop, if possible, common approaches to issues under discussion. 

1. Global and regional Security, in particular with regard to 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, the Caucasus

While the European side considered that the new Administration would operate changes in 
US policy, this would not happen "overnight". Iran had an interest in reinforcing stability in 
Iraq, as well as in finding "intelligent solutions" for the drug production and trafficking 
problems in Afghanistan. Violence in Pakistan had reached high intensity, and was cause for 
strong anxiety, since armaments in the region had also considerably escalated. On the 
Caucasus, the EU was in the position of "honest intermediary", and had obtained some 
success with regard to Georgia. Reasonable solutions should be found for the so-called 
"frozen conflicts" in the former USSR.

The Iranian side stressed that Iran was playing a "constructive role" with regard to Iraq, in 
order to make stability prevail, within a democratic framework. Unfortunately, terrorism had 
installed itself in Iraq, and the International community should now avoid a "terrorist 
takeover" in Afghanistan. 20 provinces were already in the hands of the Taliban. Active 
negotiations should be pursued, involving also some Taliban fractions. Iran was doing all it 
could to fight against drugs production and trafficking: Afghan production had increased by 
400% in recent years, but military intervention was not the right solution. 

With regard to Georgia, it was obvious that Russia was exploiting the situation, and the EU's 
political initiative was highly appreciated.

The following took part in the discussion: Angelika Beer, Michael Gahler, Kazem Jalali and 
Javad Jahangizadeh.

2. Nuclear non-proliferation and energy
The Chair, Ms Beer, indicated that this item had been discussed several times in our 
dialogues, and in particular at the last meeting in Teheran, one year ago. It would be useful to 
examine the present situation, as well as recent developments: to this purpose, Mr Alyn Ware, 
Global Coordinator of the network "Parliamentarians for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and 
Disarmament" had been invited to make an introduction.

Mr. Ware illustrated the objectives of the parliamentary network, in particular with regard to 
implementation of the NPT. He considered the latest proposals for a moratorium, and also 
mentioned the declaration signed by many Parliamentarians on the occasion of the NPT's 40th

anniversary. The main point was to have a "comprehensive, non-discriminatory approach" in 
dealing with the issue.
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The EP side stressed the need for a peaceful solution and, on the basis of the latest IAEA 
report, asked why Iran was pursuing uranium enrichment up to 6%.  

The Iranian side agreed that non-violent solutions should be sought, and that NPT was the 
appropriate multilateral basis. Iran had a right to produce electricity by means of nuclear 
plants, and insisted on non-discrimination in this sector. Enrichment in Iran had not surpassed 
4.8%, and IAEA had in fact mentioned only  5% enrichment, not 6%.

The following spoke: Angelika Beer, Mareh Sedgh, Christian Rovsing and Kazem Jalali.

3. Human rights and protection of minorities

The Chair stressed that this item had also been discussed with great interest in Tehran, where 
the EP Delegation had not only the possibility of exchanging views with Iranian colleagues, 
but also of conducting a dialogue with Speaker Haddad Adel, with Foreign Minister Mottaki, 
with High Officials in the Judiciary, as well as with Iranian civil society. 

The EP Delegation underlined that its interest in protection of human rights was not limited to 
Iran, but was a universal concern, and included the EU Member States themselves. In this 
context, Iranian practices with regard to execution of "juvenile offenders" were not 
acceptable. Iran had undertaken a moratorium on this, which had to be respected, but the EP 
had received names of "juvenile offenders" who had been executed. The Majlis should 
intervene and adopt appropriate legislation so that these executions be stopped.

Workers' and trade unions' rights were not respected, as demonstrated by the Ossanlu case, 
while minorities' rights (e.g. of the Baha'i minority) were also being infringed.

The Iranian side considered that, with regard to human rights, Parliamentarians adopted 
legislation which was based on values prevalent in their respective societies, but a common 
framework had to be found in order to conduct a meaningful dialogue. Defence of human 
rights shouldn't become a political tool, and extreme care should be exerted not to employ 
double standards.

On the substantive issues, it was important to remark that a comprehensive solution should be 
sought: e.g., minors were being used by drug traffickers, and were at high risk of heavy 
sentences. Also, in murder cases, families frequently insisted for "qisas" (equal retribution), 
and a special fund had been instituted in order to finance alternative compensation, as well as 
a "blood-money committee" in order to try and discourage retribution. The EP should contact 
the Majlis on specific cases, and the Iranian Delegation undertook to follow them.

Trade unions were organized by law, and if the law was infringed, those responsible were 
prosecuted. Women's' rights were respected in Iran, but EU Member States (e.g. France) had 
problems with issues such as the headscarf. Religious rights were respected, and the 
recognized religious minorities (Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians) were represented in the Majlis 
by specifically and directly elected Members.

The following took part in the discussion: Christa Prets, Michael Gahler, Kazem Jalali, Mareh 
Sedgh, Taiebeh Safaei, Christian Rovsing, Javad Jahangizadeh and Angelika Beer.
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Second session - Wednesday 5 November 2008, 16.00-17.00

4. Developing EP/Majlis relations

Both Delegations agreed that mutual relations should be reinforced. It was remarked, in 
particular that

- the frequency of dialogues should be increased, by meeting, if possible, twice yearly,

- initiatives, such as holding cultural events, should be explored. The possibility of holding 
an "Iranian week" in the EP in Brussels was mentioned,

- the institution of an EU Representation in Tehran, at Ambassador level, would greatly 
facilitate mutual understanding and the quality of the dialogue

- a visit by the EP Delegation could take place in the first semester of next year. This should 
include involving NGOs and "civil society", as well as gaining a more general outlook on 
Iran,

- the institution of a special group on issues related to drug trafficking could be considered, 
as well as cooperation in the area of work legislation, investment facilitation and job 
creation.

The following took part in the discussion: Michael Gahler, Kazem Jalali, Mareh Sedgh, 
Christian Rovsing, the Chair, Angelika Beer, Parviz Sarvari and Javad Jahangizadeh, 

A Joint Statement by the two Chairs was circulated.

The meeting closed at 17.00 hours.
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