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MINUTES
of the meeting of 2 December 2008, from 17.30 to 18.30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 17.30 on Tuesday, 2 December 2008, with Mr. Timothy 
Kirkhope,  in the chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE 414.664)

The agenda was adopted without amendment. 

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the meeting on 11 September 2008 (PE 409.268)

The minutes were approved without amendment. 

3. Communication by the Chairman 

Mr. KIRKHOPE welcomed H.E. Dr. Alan Thomas, the Ambassador of Australia to the 
European Union, and H.E. Mr. Peter Kennedy, the Ambassador of New Zealand to the 
European Union, and their staff members who had accompanied them.

Mr. KIRKHOPE informed the members that there would be a drinks reception after the 
meeting, outside the meeting room. 

Mr. KIRKHOPE announced that he would be standing down as Chair of the Delegation for 
relations with Australia and New Zealand as he had been elected leader of the British 
Conservatives in the European Parliament. He said that he would be replaced by Mr. Giles 
CHICHESTER. He added that he had enjoyed his short time as chair, and stressed the 
importance of good relations with Australia and New Zealand to the European Union. He 
relinquished the chair to Mr. Chichester. 

Mr. CHICHESTER took over as chair, and thanked Mr. Kirkhope for his splendid conduct of 
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chairing the delegation. 

4. Review of the New Zealand Parliamentary Elections

Mr. KENNEDY, the New Zealand Ambassador, gave an overview of the parliamentary 
elections, held on 8 November 2008 in New Zealand. He said that the National Party had 
gained the largest number of seats in the elections. With three other parties with whom they 
shared a confidence and supply agreement, they had secured 69 out of 122 seats in the 
Parliament. 

Mr. KENNEDY confirmed that Helen Clark had resigned from her position as leader of the 
Labour Party and that Phil Goff, who had been the Minister of Trade and Defence Minister, 
took over. He added that Annette King had taken over as deputy leader of the Labour party. 
He noted too that the former Foreign Minister, Winston Peters, and his party were now 
completely out of the Parliament. 

Mr. KENNEDY said in terms of trade and economic policies, both of the major parties had 
acknowledged a high degree of bi-partisanship. He noted that the only notable difference was 
on climate change policy. On this front, he described how the Labour Party had been asked by 
the ACT Party to do away with the emissions trading scheme but had refused, saying they 
would only review the scheme. 

Mr. KENNEDY noted that there had been much speculation that the new Speaker would be 
Dr Lockwood Smith, but said that this would not be confirmed until the Parliament sat on 8 
December 2008. 

Mr. CRAMER referred to the resignation of Helen Clark, and asked if Mr. Winston Peters of 
the New Zealand First Party had also resigned. 

Mr. KENNEDY clarified that Helen Clark's resignation was a definite resignation from her 
post but that she was still a Member of Parliament. However, he explained that Mr. Peters had 
not resigned, but rather that his party did not gain the necessary minimum of 5% of votes to 
come into Parliament as a party, nor did he win a seat in Parliament, and so he had lost and 
was no longer a Member of Parliament. 

Mr. CRAMER qualified that he had read that Winston Peters had resigned as leader of his 
Party.

Mr. KENNEDY noted that he did not follow party politics of parties that did not make it into 
the Parliament. 

Mr. PARISH asked who the other coalition partners were.

Mr. KENNEDY noted that the coalition consisted of the National Party, described as a centre 
right party, with 58 seats, the ACT Party, known as a far right party, with five seats, the Maori 
Party, also with five seats, and the one person party, the United Future Party which got one 
seat. He noted that this gave the coalition 69 seats in opposition to the Labour coalitions full 
total of 52 seats, in conjunction with the Greens and another single member party. 

Mr. TRIANTAPHYLLIDES asked if one could expect to see any great change with the new 
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government. 

Mr. KENNEDY replied that one could expect to see very little change in terms of overseas 
policies, and that Climate Change, as he had already mentioned, was really the only area in 
which policy differed slightly. In terms of economic policy, both parties would have been 
faced with the financial crisis and there had been no dramatic difference in the way that either 
party had approached this issue. 

Mr. CHICHESTER thanked Mr. KENNEDY for elaborating on the elections for the benefit 
of the delegation.

5. 2009 Calendar of delegation activity

Mr. CHICHESTER said that if the current draft was approved, a trip to Australia would be 
allowed in February of 2009. He noted that this could only consist of 5 places, plus the chair. 

Mr. CHICHESTER noted that there was a new government in Australia, so there was good 
reason to visit, and that it would be the fifth time that an EU delegation would travel during 
the course of this Parliament. He asked if members thought it would be wise to pursue the 
idea of sending a delegation, and if so said that invitations for members would be sent out, 
and members would then have to reply with a declaration of their interest. 

Mr. THOMAS, the Australian Ambassador, noted that it had been a good year with the 
European Union, and that there had been some excellent meetings with a number of 
Commissioners. He added that a new framework agreement had been signed between the EU 
and Australia earlier in the year. He said that the new government had put much effort into 
EU-Australia relations, in endeavouring to broaden out the agenda and in setting up more of a 
partnership than an adversarial relationship in the agricultural area. He noted that 12 cabinet 
ministers and the Prime Minister had already visited Brussels this year, and that Australia 
would welcome a return visit by the EU. He added that the embassy would be happy to assist 
them in this. 

Mr. CHICHESTER asked the committee what topics they thought they might pursue on such 
a delegation.

Mr. TAKKULA said that climate change, energy issues and education were all topics which 
could be explored on such a trip. He stressed that both Australia and New Zealand had very 
good schooling systems and that cooperation in that field would be an asset to the EU. 

Mr. KIRKHOPE said that getting permission for these visits so close to the European 
Parliament elections was difficult enough, and that it would be a good thing if the delegation 
did look at longer term, broader issues, such as climate change, than specific EU matters that 
might become entangled because of the elections. 

Mr. CHICHESTER reminded the committee that this was only a proposal and still had to be 
approved by the Conference of Presidents. 

Mr. CRAMER noted that there were very close relations between Australia and the U.S. and 
added that since the new Australian government had come into power, Australia had ratified 
the Kyoto Protocol, something which Mr. Bush did not seem happy about. He noted that with 
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the election of Mr. Obama, Australia-U.S. relations might improve again. However, he noted 
that it was one thing to sign a document, another to fulfil it, but that Climate Change was an 
issue for Australia as well. 

Mr. CRAMER also talked about energy, pointing out that Australia had lots of coal. He noted 
that the EU had had many discussions on power stations and nuclear energy, and asked what 
Australia thought about this. He asked if Australia would follow Climate Change policies, or 
policies that went against Climate Change, like coal.

Mr. THOMAS said that Climate Change was at the top of the new government's agenda, and 
that there would be an announcement on the 15 December on the new emissions trading 
scheme. He noted that shorter medium term targets included carbon capture and storage 
initiatives. He said that the government had announced that $100 million (AUS) would be put 
towards the establishment of a new climate change institute, and that Australia was very keen 
to get more countries involved and more funding for this project. He stressed that Australia 
was serious about tackling the climate change problem.

On coal, Mr. THOMAS noted that Australia was the world's largest exporter, but that it 
needed to look at developing cleaner coal technologies and ways in which carbon emissions 
could be reduced. He added that there was already some degree of cooperation with German 
universities in this area. He noted that climate change would therefore be a fruitful topic for 
discussion should there be an EU delegation visit to Australia because it was a top priority for 
the new government. 

Mr. KOTEREC said that he would like to support a delegation to Australia for the sake of 
continuity, because there was always a one year gap after the elections in delegations. He 
added that since a new agreement was signed, that it would be a good opportunity to go over 
strategy issues. He also supported talking about climate change and energy.

Mr. TRIANTAPHYLLIDES said that there were important global issues which should be 
discussed like immigration issues, especially with regard to human rights and labour markets, 
and that there would be plenty of issues to discuss. He therefore said that he also agreed to a 
visit. 

Mr. CHICHESTER put forward that discussions on the financial and economic crisis would 
be pertinent. He wanted to know how Australia was tackling the crisis and trying to get out of 
the crisis, and said that this could be a good topic to discuss. 

He added that the delegation should consider where they should visit outside of Canberra. He 
noted that they could discuss with Mr. Thomas where they could go that would fit in with 
their crucial topics of debate. He asked if the members could send out their thoughts about 
locations.

Mr. CRAMER asked when they would know for sure if there would be a delegation and who 
could go.

Mr. CHICHESTER said that in theory it would be decided at the next meeting at the 
Conference of Presidents at Strasbourg during the December session. He stressed that they 
would need to take a decision soon out of consideration for their hosts, because in Australia 
the summer was approaching and the Parliament would be winding down. 
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Mr. CRAMER asked how many people could go.

Mr. CHICHESTER repeated that there would be five places for members, plus the chair, so 
six in total. He added that if more than five members wanted to go, there would need to a 
formula for deciding places, based on such things as attendance, full membership versus 
substitute membership and political balance. 

Mr. CHICHESTER thanked the ambassadors, and his colleagues for their participation. 

6. Any other business

There was no other business.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The next delegation meeting is scheduled to take place on 11 February 2009 at 11.00.

The meeting closed at 18.15.
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