
In May, hundreds of millions of citizens will elect a new European Parliament. EU citizens will
carefully evaluate candidates and programmes, before making choices that will shape the future
of our continent and our role in the world for years to come. The European Union, a unique,
shared project underpinned by peaceful cooperation, is under threat from forces who wish to
destroy what we have achieved together.
 
This is in contrast with recent surveys indicating a growing favourable opinion towards the EU.
48% of European citizens believe that “their voice counts in the EU”. Despite differences among
Member States, this represents an overall 10% point increase over the last ten years.
 
However, much work must still be done.
 
We have to change Europe and make it more effective by answering citizens’ concerns and
building upon what we have already achieved.
 
Over the next few months, in particular, our citizens will scrutinise how and what the European
Union is doing to protect them, create new opportunities and project a strong European Union
abroad.  They  will  expect  answers  to  concerns  regarding  migration  flows,  security,  the
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environment and jobs. We must work hard to ensure that our citizens are aware of the results
MEPs are delivering every day, like asylum reform, working more closely with Africa, fighting
terrorism, anti-dumping measures to protect European jobs, holding web giants to account or
protecting private data.
 
Since 2017, we have put the European Parliament - the EU’s only directly elected institution – at
the heart of the discussion on Europe’s future. Government leaders are joining us regularly to
outline their respective visions to us. This has led to lively debates that will lay the groundwork
for us to improve the European project.
 
In parallel, we welcomed more than 8,000 young people to Strasbourg and 800 to Brussels,
allowing us to learn more about the next generation’s hopes and concerns, but most of all, how
we can take Europe forward together.
 
The media will play a central role in informing and reflecting public opinion in the run-up to the
European elections. In order to follow campaigns in individual Member States, understand their
impact and the changes that they will  bring to the European Parliament in 2019, we have
prepared an online press tool kit, which will be regularly updated. It includes useful contacts, an
overview of our work and achievements over the course of the current mandate, an election app
for portable devices, links to background notes, graphics and public opinion data, among other
things, all designed to help you quickly find relevant, up-to-date information. I hope you find it
useful.
 
Thank you for the work you do to bring the European Union closer to its citizens.
 
Antonio Tajani
 
President of the European Parliament
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Key dates ahead
 
Legislative work in the European Parliament’s eighth term ends on 18 April 2019. In a
direct vote on 23-26 May, citizens in all EU member states will elect their MEPs to form
the new House.
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In the last  plenary session 15-18 April,  Parliament in its  current  form (751 MEPs from 28
member  states)  will  debate and vote on many crucial  legislative proposals,  including the
European border and coast guards and the protection of whistleblowers. Furthermore, MEPs
will hold one more “Future of Europe” plenary debate with the Latvian Prime Minister. View
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debates with European leaders (19).
 
End of term
 
Parlamentary recess will  begin on 19 April.  Ongoing negotiations with  member states on
legislative proposals have already been suspended. If no agreement was reached, Parliament
as a whole can vote on its position and close first readings, for the next Parliament to continue
the work. Read more in the Achievements section.
 
UK withdrawal from the EU
 
Following the agreement reached at the 10 April European Special Summit, the UK’s departure
date is  set  to  be 31 October  or  before.  This  means that  the UK is  now legally  obliged to
participate in the European Elections if it does not ratify the Withdrawal Agreement before the
23 May 2019.
 
To enter into force, any withdrawal agreement between the European Union and the United
Kingdom would need the approval of the European Parliament by a simple majority of votes
cast (Article 50 (2) of the Treaty). Read more about Parliament’s debates and resolutions on
Brexit.
 
Presidential debate - EU Elections 2019
 
On 15 May at 21:00, Parliament will host a Europe-wide broadcast lead candidates’ debate in
the Brussels plenary chamber. The debate will be organised and broadcast by Eurovision - the
European Broadcasting Union (EBU). Accredited journalists will be able to attend the debate in
the hemicycle and in listening rooms put at their disposal. Read more in the section on lead
candidates.
 
Elections days in Brussels
 
Press and audiovisual facilities will be open to registered press during election week and the
day after election night from 23-27 May inclusive. On Sunday 26 May, the hemicycle will be
centre-stage for national exit polls, provisional results and candidates’ statements. Special
accreditation will be required to access the EP. More details are available in the media advisory.
 
 
The incoming Parliament
 
As of 27 May, the new MEPs-elected will start negotiations to form political groups. 25 Members
are needed to form a political group, and at least one-quarter of the member states must be
represented within the group.
 
On 2 July, Parliament’s 9th term will start and MEPs will meet for its constituent session in
Strasbourg. MEPs will elect the President, the 14 Vice-Presidents and the five Quaestors of the
House and decide on the number and composition of Parliament’s standing committees.
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The next Commission
 
Member states will nominate a candidate for the post of Commission President, but in doing so
they must  take account  of  the European election results.  Moreover,  Parliament  needs to
approve  the  new Commission  President  by  an  absolute  majority  (half  of  the  component
members plus one). If the candidate does not obtain the required majority, the member states
need to propose another candidate within a month (European Council  acting by qualified
majority).
 
Read more here.
 
National elections scheduled in the run-up to European elections
 
14 April: Legislative elections in Finland
 
28 April: Legislative elections in Spain
 
12 May: Presidential elections in Lithuania
 
26 May: Legislative elections in Belgium
 
Issues to watch in 2019 (EP Research briefing)
 
Economic outlook 2019 (EP Research briefing)
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Facts and figures on European Parliament
elections
 
Parliament provides up-to-date key facts and figures about the electoral process.
 
European elections are organised under the provisions of the overarching European electoral
law (revised in 2002 and 2018).
 
 
 
Practical details of the electoral process are governed by national laws and could still change
under the authority of each member state. Some countries have voting obligations, some will go
to vote on 23 May, others on 24 or 26 May, the minimum voting age differs from country to
country and so do thresholds. Find out about national rules. 
 
 
In July 2018, Parliament and Council adopted a reform of the EU electoral law, which needs to
be ratified by member states’ parliaments. Read more.
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Regular updates on voting information for citizens, constituencies and candidates in each
member state,  including information on how to vote from abroad, are provided on the EP
elections website

2019 European elections national rules.png
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An extensive EP Research Briefing (updated April 2019) provides key facts and figures about
the European Parliament, both today and in the seven previous terms since direct elections
were introduced in June 1979.
 
You will find graphics, charts and figures on
 

the composition of the European Parliament now and in the past, 
the increase in the number of parties represented in the Parliament and evolution of
political groups, 
the rise in the number of women sitting in the Parliament, 
the electoral systems used in elections to the Parliament across the member states, 
turnout in European elections compared with national elections, 
the annual cost of the Parliament compared with other parliaments, 
the composition of the Parliament’s main governing bodies, and 
statistics on 2009-2018 legislative and non-legislative work.
 

Individual graphics are available free to download on the Graphic Warehouse.
 
 
 
Parliament's future composition
 
The number of MEPs after Brexit will be reduced to 705. If the UK is still an EU member state
on 2 July, the current composition (751 MEPs) will continue to apply until the date of the UK’s
withdrawal from the EU.
 
Monitoring European and national election results
 
Parliament’s Public Opinion Monitoring Unit carefully tracks any change in policies  within the
EU member states and constantly monitors the national and European political spectrum, in the
light  of  past  European elections and current  trends.  They follow elections,  referenda and
political developments in the member states with regard to their relevance and impact on the
European Union and to the composition of the European Parliament.
 
Find out more in the regularly updated Review of European and National Election Results, the
most complete and comprehensive database of developments in the political spectrum across
the EU since the first direct European elections in 1979.
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•

Lead candidates and the election of the European
Commission
 

European political parties nominated lead candidates for the European Commission
presidency and the "Presidential Debate" on 15 May. 
 
The Presidential Debate - EU elections 2019 is organised by the European Broadcasting Union
(EBU) and will be hosted by Parliament in the Brussels chamber on 15 May. It will start at 21.00
(CET) and will be broadcast by Eurovision via the EBU's network of European broadcasters.
Read the Media advisory for journalists wishing to attend the debate.
 
Rules for participation in the debate
 
In  order  to  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  debate,  candidates  had  to  fulfil  the  following
cumulative  criteria  set  out  EBU:
 

The  lead  candidate  to  the  presidency  of  the  European  Commission  must  be
nominated by one of the European political parties which are represented in the
European Parliament and recognized by the Authority for European Political Parties
and European Political Foundations and; 

The 2019 Presidential Debate will be held in the Brussels Chamber on 15 May
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The political party making the nomination must be represented in one of the officially
recognized political groups in the outgoing European Parliament and; 
Only one candidate can be nominated in each political group.
 

TV anchors Emilie Tran Nguyen (France Television), Annastiina Heikkilä (Yle Finland) and
Markus Preiss (ARD, WDR Germany) will host the debate night, The speaking order and the
place of the lead candidates were drawn on 4 April. Read 
 
.
 
See the full list of lead candidates and the portraits of those who participate in the Presidential
Debate hereafter.
 
Lead candidates 
 
European People’s Party (EPP) - EPP group 
 
The European People’s Party (EPP) elected Manfred Weber  (CSU, Germany) as its lead
candidate for the European elections on 8 November 2018, at the Helsinki party congress.
 

Party of European Socialists (PES) - S&D group
 
The lead candidate of the Party of European Socialists (PES), Frans Timmermans, 57, was
nominated by the members’ congress in Lisbon on 7-8 December 2018.
 

Manfred WEBER
Manfred Weber, 46, started his political career in the regional Parliament
(Bayerischer Landtag) in 2002 and was elected to the European
Parliament in 2004. Since 2014, he has served as the chairman of the
EPP group. The candidate obtained his degree in physical engineering at
Munich University of Applied Sciences. @ManfredWeber

Press contact: Marion Jeanne
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Reformists Alliance of Europe (ACRE) - ECR group
 
Jan Zahradil (ODS, Czech Republic) was designated as the lead candidate for his party on 14
November.
 

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) - ALDE group
 
At its party meeting on 21 March in Brussels, the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
(ALDE) party nominated its team of seven lead candidates (Team Europe) for the European
elections.
 

Frans TIMMERMANS
Frans Timmermans (PvdA, Netherlands) currently serves as First Vice-
President of the European Commission. He was first elected to the
second chamber of the Dutch Parliament in 1998. From 2007 to 2010 he
served as Secretary of State for European Affairs, and from 2012 to 2014
as Minister of Foreign Affairs in Mark Rutte’s cabinet. Mr Timmermans
holds a degree in French language and literature from Radboud
University. @timmermansEU

Press contact: Tim McPhie

Jan ZAHRADIL
Jan Zahradil, 55, is member of the European Parliament (ECR group)
since 2004 and serves as the President of Conservatives and Reformists
Alliance of Europe (ACRE). Before 2004, he was a member of the
Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic. Mr Zahradil is a researcher
by profession, holding an engineering degree from the University of
Chemistry and Technology in Prague. @zahradilJan

Press contact: Eva Bouchalová
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European Green Party - Greens/EFA group
 
European Green Party (EGP) nominated Ska Keller  and Bas Eickhout  as their  two lead
candidates for  the European elections at  its  23-25 November congress in Berlin.
 

Margrethe VESTAGER
Vestager, 51 (Radikale Venstre, Denmark), since 2014 serves as the
European Commissioner for Competition. Previously, she was the
Minister for Economic and Interior Affairs (2011) and the Minister for
Education (1998) in Denmark. The candidate obtained her degree in
Economics at the University of Copenhagen (1993). @vestager.

Nicola Beer, 49, (FDP, Germany), member of the German Parliament
since 2017 @nicolabeerfdp

Emma Bonino, 71 (Più Europa, Italy), Senator of Rome @emmabonino

Violeta Bulc, 55 (SMC, Slovenia), European Commissioner for Transport
since 2014 @Bulc_EU

Katalin Cseh, 30 (Momentum Mozgalom, Hungary), doctor in obstetrics
and gynecology, founder and former leader of Momentum Mozgalom
party @momentumhu

Luis Garicano, 52 (Ciudadanos, Spain), Vice-President of ALDE party
@lugaricano

Guy Verhofstadt, 66 (Open VLD, Belgium), chair of ALDE group in the
European Parliament since 2009 @guyverhofstadt

Press contact: Didrik de Schaetzen
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European Free Alliance (EFA) - Greens/EFA group
 
The EFA has appointed Oriol Junqueras (ERC, Spain) as its lead candidate for the European
elections in the EFA General Assembly in Brussels on 7 March 2019.
 
Orio Junqueras, 49, served as Vice-president of Generalitat of Catalonia from January 2016 to
October 2017. @junqueras
 
Press contact: José-Luis Linazasoro
 
.........................................................................................................................................................
.....
 
The Party of the European Left - GUE/NGL group
 
The Party of the European Left has elected Nico Cué, 62, and Violeta Tomič, as its lead
candidates.
 

Ska KELLER
Ska Keller (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen, Germany) studied Islamic Studies,
Turkology and Jewish Studies at the Free University Berlin and the
Sabanci Üniversitesi Istanbul. Elected to the European Parliament for the
first time in 2009, she ran as the EGP lead candidate in the 2014
European elections campaign. Keller is co-chair of the Greens group in
Parliament. @SkaKeller

Press contact: Sophia Borchert

Bas Eickhout (GroenLinks, Netherlands) studied Chemistry and
Environmental Science at the Radboud University in Nijmegen. He later
became a researcher at the Netherlands Environmental Assessment
Agency. He has been a member of the European Parliament since 2009.
@BasEickhout

Press contact: Marjolein Meijer
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How the lead candidate process works
 
The Spitzenkandidat (lead candidate) process, first used in the 2014 European elections, gives
European citizens a say on candidates for EU Commission President.
 

Nico CUÉ
Nico Cué (Liège, Belgium) is a leading figure of the Walloon and
international unions’ movement and held the office of Secretary-General
of the steelworkers in the FGBT union (Fédération Générale du Travail de
Belgique) for 12 years.

Violeta Tomič (Levica, Slovenia) is a member of the Slovenian Parliament
since 2014 and vice-coordinator of the national party Levica.
@DSDVioleta.

Press contact: Marika Taendler-Walenta
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Based on the results of the European elections, one of the lead candidates will  be elected
President of the Commission by the European Parliament, after being formally proposed by
heads of state or government, who will take account of the outcome of the European elections.

lead-candidates_web_EN.jpg
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This was the case for the first time in 2014, when the European People’s Party’s lead candidate
Jean-Claude Juncker was appointed Commission President. Ahead of the 2014 elections, five
European political parties had named their “lead candidates”.
 
A European political party is one that operates at European level and comprises national parties
with elected parliamentarians in at least a quarter of the member states. New funding rules for
European political parties and foundations were approved in April 2018. Read more in the EP
Research briefing on the Spitzenkandidaten process.
 

European elections: the Lead candidate process
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-elections-the-lead-candidate-process_N01-PUB-180522-SPIT_ev

More information on the lead candidates process
EP Research briefing: Understanding the Spitzenkandidaten process
EU elections: Support for EU and the lead candidates process continues to rise (Press
Release 10-12-2018)
Commission recommendations for the 2019 European elections
EP resolution confirming the lead candidate process
EP Research briefing: The role of the President of the European Commission
EP legislative resolution on the reform of the electoral law of the European Union (11/11/2015)
Procedure file: Reform of the electoral law of the European Union (work in progress)
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European Parliament achievements 2014-2018
 
Parliament is at the heart of European democracy. Directly elected representatives of
European citizens debate and decide on laws together with Council.
 
But lawmaking is only one of Parliament’s roles. MEPs discuss and set the political agenda in
key debates with national and international leaders, investigate areas of concern, assess the
need for action and initiate revisions of laws and new rules.
 

MEPs assess the work of the EU Commission, keep track of how EU laws are implemented in
member states and hold powerful institutions and organisations to account, in particular where
fundamental rights come under threat. Close to citizens’ concerns, they use their right – and
duty  -  of  scrutiny  to  check  the  results  of  EU policies  on  the  spot,  monitor  (and  vote  on)
negotiations for international agreements and veto Commission acts when necessary. Read
FAQ on the work of MEPs and the Assessment of the Commission's performance to date (EP
Research).
 
Parliament also changed its internal rules to enable more efficient and ever more transparent
EU lawmaking over the past four years. Urgent matters, especially measures to help member
states recover from the financial crisis, were dealt with in fast-track procedures. Learn more
about the “Better Lawmaking agreement”.
 
Legislative work to date
 
Almost 1000 legislative proposals by the Juncker Commission have been discussed, improved
and concluded successfully after negotiations with the Council since the 2014 elections. Major
legislative decisions during Parliament’s 8th term:
 

Flight security: Parliament backs use of Passenger Name Records (PNR) 
MEPs clamp down on wasteful use of plastic carrier bags 

State of the Union debate 2018 with Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker©EP
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/eu-affairs/state-of-the-eu-2018
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Opening up the online payments market, so as to reduce fees and fraud risks 
MEPs’ green light for Paris climate agreement to trigger its entry into force 
MEPs put an end to opaque card payment fees 
End of roaming: final hurdle cleared 
WiFi4EU: New EU scheme for free internet access 
Data protection reform - Parliament approves new rules fit for the digital era 
Online shopping: “geo-blocking” to end in December 2018 
Corporate governance: MEPs vote to enforce tax transparency 
Japan: MEPs back EU-Japan free trade agreement 
Audiovisual media directive update 
Copyright reform 
 Work-life balance for parents and carers  
 CO2 emissions of cars  
 Single-use plastics reduction  
Energy efficiency
 

Get the full picture: step-by-step lawmaking in all policy areas since 2014
 
Investigating and initiating new rules
 
To prepare the way for legislative changes, Parliament voted on resolutions that channel the
concerns and expectations of the citizens they represent into new Commission proposals and
trigger revisions of existing laws.
 
Examples: EP calls for whistle-blower protection, longer lifetime for products, fairer prices for
farmers. All Parliament’s resolutions and initiatives
 
When scandals  or  abuses  of  potentially  large-scale  impact  emerged  (such  as  Luxleaks,
Panama Papers, carmakers’ cheating on emissions, pesticide authorisations), Parliament set up
special committees to conduct in-depth investigations, inquiries and hearings by MEPs to hold
those  in  charge  to  account.  Their  findings  and  detailed  recommendations  feed  into  new
Commission  proposals.
 
Examples: TAX3, EMIS, PEST, TERR, PANA
 
EU budget vote and control
 
Parliament and Council share the budgetary authority for the European Union’s annual budget.
Parliament also has a say in the EU’s long-term budget, the multiannual financial framework,
which needs its approval to take effect, and acts as the “discharge” authority. This means it
must check how the annual budget is spent and then grant, postpone or withhold approval for
each EU institution’s budget management.
 
Scrutiny
 
MEPs in all of Parliament’s committees also kept a close eye on how EU laws are implemented
and how they affect citizens’ lives. They held the EU Commission to account for its executive
work and how EU money is spent. Fact-finding missions and ad-hoc delegations gathered

European Elections 2019

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

19 I 36

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/summary
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170620IPR77895/support-for-strengthened-protection-for-whistleblowers
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170629IPR78633/making-consumer-products-more-durable-and-easier-to-repair
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20160603IPR30207/parliament-calls-for-eu-action-to-help-farmers-fight-unfair-trading-practices
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20160603IPR30207/parliament-calls-for-eu-action-to-help-farmers-fight-unfair-trading-practices
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/search/search.do?searchTab=y
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tax3/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/emis/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pest/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/terr/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pana/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets/en/sheet/29/multiannual-financial-framework


evidence on the spot to assess thoroughly before deciding on further steps to be taken.
 
Examples: Visits to refugee camps in Turkey (video); delegations to investigate on rule of law in
Malta and Slovakia
 
MEPs also question the Commission in writing on urgent matters, sometimes followed by a
resolution tabled in plenary session by political groups.
 
Where needed, Parliament vetoed Commission decisions (in delegated and implementing acts)
when MEPs considered that the executive had overstepped its powers.
 
Examples: sugar in baby food, energy drinks, Cadmium
 
State of the Union debates
 
 
All State of the Union speeches by EC President Jean-Claude Juncker
 
International treaties
 
Furthermore, MEPs followed the Commission’s negotiations of international treaties closely and
issued detailed resolutions to allow for more transparency and for Parliament to be more closely
involved ahead of any final deal which needs its consent (i.e. approval or rejection vote) before
entering into force.
 
Examples: BREXIT, TTIP, CETA
 
Citizens’ petitions
 
Parliament’s Petitions Committee has registered around 6 400 petitions since July 2014, and
dealt with citizens’ complaints, requests, and observations by citizens on the application of EU
law. The committee serves as a mediator between petitioners and member states in order to
resolve a specific problem. Petitions are sometimes followed up in plenary session through
debates, oral questions and resolutions.
 
Examples:  fight  precarious  employment  practices  in  the  EU,  the  rights  of  persons  with
disabilities,  non-discrimination  of  minorities  in  the  EU,  children’s  rights
 
What Europe does for you : find out about impact of EU laws on specific groups of population
 
What has the EU ever done for me (VIDEO)
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This time I’m voting
 
Volunteers are building a pan-European,  grass roots campaign to get  more people
involved in  the European elections and encourage as many as possible  to vote.
 

The platform thistimeimvoting.eu was launched by the European Parliament in 24 languages. It
supports over one hundred and fifty thousand volunteers in all member states, who signed up
and are committed to persuading people to vote in the European elections on 23‑26 May 2019.
 
Thistimeimvoting.eu is a non-partisan community, dedicated to raising democratic awareness:
“it's  not enough to hope for a better future:  this time each and every one of us must take
responsibility for it  too.”
 
A people-led campaign
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Parliament is asking Europeans not only to vote, but also to spread the word and to mobilise
their families, friends, neighbours and communities to do so too.
 
#thistimeimvoting
 
They use social media channels and organise events to promote their campaign for European
democracy. They bring people together, discuss issues that matter to them and look to the
future of Europe, in the knowledge that it  will  be shaped by the outcome of the European
elections.
 
Local debates
 
Parliament’s liaison offices in all member states act as information hubs tailored to local needs.
They  will  support  public  debate  by  offering  local  platforms,  easy-to-access  online  tools,
seminars and information material. Quick-response services such as What Europe does for me
you, Ask EP, FAQ on the European Parliament, #EUandME (by the European Commission) are
available in all languages. The new Citizens´ App provides mobile access to a wealth of relevant
information on the European Union.
 
Contact details for media inquiries
 
Events in your neighbourhood
 
Meet the most active volunteers where you live.  All  upcoming events are listed on a map
provided and updated by thistimeimvoting.eu.
 

Volunteers from all EU countries
https://www.multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/why-this-time-we-re-voting_N01-PUB-181022-TESTI_ev

European Elections 2019

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

22 I 36

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdfs/news/public/contact/ep-presscontact-en.pdf
https://what-europe-does-for-me.eu/
https://epthinktank.eu/author/epanswers/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/faq
https://europa.eu/euandme/en/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdfs/news/public/contact/ep-presscontact-en.pdf
https://www.thistimeimvoting.eu/events


How to vote
 
Detailed national voting rules, deadlines and useful links to national government websites in
each member state are provided on the EP Elections website.
 
New EU Quiz
 
An 
 
online quiz to test and compare knowledge about the EU is available to the public and can be
shared and easily embedded on third-party websites.
 

Thistimeimvoting Events set up by volunteers
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What Europe does for me
 
A new website demonstrates the EU’s positive impact on individual citizens and local
communities.
 

The interactive, multilingual, ‘What Europe Does For Me’ online website, put together by the
European Parliamentary Research Service, presents hundreds of easy-to-read, one-page notes
giving examples of the positive difference that the EU makes to people's lives. Users can easily
find specific information about what Europe does for their  region, their  profession or their
favourite pastime.
 
1 400 localities covered
 
Around 1 800 one-page notes are available to read, share or reuse as online pages or as PDF
files. They are organised in two main categories on the website. The first section, ‘In my region’,
allows users to select the place where they and their family live or work. How is Europe present
in our towns, cities and regions? This section of the website covers over 1 400 localities in every
part of the European Union.
 
400 snapshots of EU action for citizens
 
The second section of the site, ‘In my life’, lets each user select from 400 ‘one-pagers’ to find
things that are important to her or to him personally. How does the EU affect, for example,

What Europe Does For Me
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families, health care, hobbies, travel, security, consumer choices and social rights? How does
the EU support people in their professional lives in dozens of jobs - from beekeepers to bus
drivers to brewers? What has the EU done for people who enjoy leisure activities such as sport,
music or watching television? A series of podcasts in a growing number of languages is also
available for this section.
 
What’s next ?
 
The third section of the site, with longer briefing papers on EU policies ‘in focus’, outlines some
of the achievements of the current parliamentary term, and the outlook for the future, with a
special focus on public opinion and citizens’ concerns and expectations of EU action.
 
Citizens’ App: Europe in the palm of your hand
 
 
This mobile application helps citizens to discover what the EU has done, is doing and plans to
do. It is searchable, shareable, can be personalised and is available in twenty-four languages. It
can be downloaded for free from the App Store and Google Play.
 
Further information
What Europe does for me
#EUandME - videos and stories about the tools and opportunities the EU provides for its young
citizens to pursue their interests (EC)
InvestEU - real-life stories of how EU investments have made a difference near (EC)
EUProtects -
 ordinary heroes working together on the ground to protect the citizens (EC)
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Opinion polls and surveys in all member states
 
Parliament  regularly  issues  Eurobarometer  surveys  on  public  opinion,  monitoring
citizens’  expectations,  concerns  and  voting  intentions.
 
 
 

A dedicated series of Parliament Eurobarometer surveys is gauging Europeans’ interest in the
2019 elections and their opinions on the European project. Detailed post-election analyses will

Q: Taking everything into account, would you say that (our country) has benefited or not  from being a member of the EU?
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•

•

•

complete this series to improve understanding of European citizens’ voting behaviour.
 
April and September 2018 surveys show overall growing support for the EU
 
The 2018 Parliament surveys confirm citizens’ steadily growing support for the European Union.
Carried out again in September 2018 amongst more than 27 000 people from 28 member
states, it  reveals that
 

62% of citizens believe that their countries' EU membership is a good thing, whilst
over two-thirds of respondents (68 %) are convinced that their country has benefited
from being a member of the EU. This is the highest score ever measured since 1983. 
66% of European respondents would vote for their country to remain a member of
the EU (a majority in all member states) and only 17% would contemplate leaving,
with 17% undecided.
 
41% of respondents already know the date of the next European elections, with 51%
being interested in it.
 

Asked about the specific issues of concern, citizens’ campaign priorities have evolved over the
past six-month period. Immigration tops the agenda (50%) in September, followed by economy
(47%) and youth unemployment (47%), whilst combatting terrorism moved down from first to
fourth place with 44%.
 
Read the full September survey
 
Results for Ireland (available soon)
 
Compare with April 2018 survey
 
The next Eurobarometer survey will be published in April.
 
Election Polls and projection of seats for the next Parliament
 
Starting 18 February, Parliament’s services publish projections of seats of the next Parliament’s
composition including country-by-country data, based on evolving voting intentions. In the run-
up to the elections, data from polls are updated regularly.
 
Full report (pdf) on projections of seats (18 February 2019)
 
National polls on voting intentions (January 2019)
 
Eurobarometer survey methodology
 
European Parliament and EU Commission surveys are carried out by the same contractor with
the same methodology, to allow for direct comparability and observation of trends. They use
face-to-face interviews with around 27 000 respondents in all 28 EU member states, drawn from
the general population aged 15 years or more.
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•
•
•

•
•

The survey sample is carefully constructed to mirror the socio-demographic set-up of each
member state and is statistically fully representative. The analysis of the results is meant to
ensure  the  most  complete  overview  of  national  evolutions,  regional  specificities,  socio-
demographic  differences  and  historical  trends.
 
For each survey, the following information is available:
 

the main report (EN only on publication date, all 23 languages later on), 
complete socio-demographic and results annex, 
national  factsheets  on the main  results  for  each member  state  (in  English  and
national  language), 
aggregated Excel data files, and 
a SPSS file with the full raw data set (available on request).
 

Past surveys
 
Democracy on the move:- European elections: one year to go (April 2018)
 
Socio-demographic trends in national public opinion
 
Parlemeter 2017: A stronger voice (October 2017)
 
Two Years before the 2019 European Elections (May 2017)
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Projections of seats in next Parliament
 
In collaboration with Kantar Public, Parliament’s Public Opinion Monitoring Unit is allocating
projected seats calculated on the basis of voting intentions polls from each member state to
Parliament´s currently existing political groups.
 
As we cannot predict the future number and composition of Parliament’s political groups, these
projections on the composition of the next European Parliament are based on the structure of
the outgoing Parliament and should be seen as a snapshot of the current political situation as
represented in the voting intention polls.
 

Based on current voting intentions in EU27, this is how seats would be distributed in the next
European Parliament. Click on political groups’ segments to read the percentage of seats. 
 
 
 
Who are “others” 
 
Since 2014, new political formations have appeared on national political scenes and might,
according to current polling data, pass the threshold to take up seats in the upcoming elections.
As they are not part of any current political group in the EP and if they are not a member of any
European political party, their projected seats are placed in a category called “others”. As we
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cannot prejudge which group(s) they would choose to be affiliated with after the elections, this
category is equally split on the left and on the right of the hemicycle.
 

Voting intentions evolving over time
 
Using publicly available data from trusted sources
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None  of  the  voting  intention  polls  used  for  calculating  the  seat  projections  have  been
commissioned by the Parliament. They are always publicly available polls published by clearly
identified polling institutes in each Member State. Only polls from reliable sources are used. An
annex to the report provides a detailed listing of all individual polls used, their sources and key
data. In addition, an Excel file available for download on this page offers a complete collection of
voting intention polls for each Member State dating back to early 2018. The selection of the
voting intention surveys cannot be exhaustive.
 
Dedicated voting intention surveys for the European elections always take precedence over
national voting intention polls. When several polls are available during the reporting period for
any given country, the available survey data are recalculated into one averaged result per party,
without applying any weighting or further algorithmic treatment. The provided Excel file displays
the different surveys’ detailed results, in the case of multiple surveys available, including the
average results as calculated by the Public Opinion Monitoring Unit.
 
Voting intentions are also available for each member state, using the drop down menu.
 
Each projection is further detailed in a Report on the Developments in the Political Landscape,
to be downloaded here.
 
For further information, contact dgcomm-pom@europarl.europa.eu
 
Further information
The full report (29.03.2019)
Download summary table of seat projections (29.03.2019)
Download detailed polling survey data (29.03.2019)
Download SVG version of seats projections
Download SVG version of trendline projections
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•
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European elections results
 
A new, dynamic website contains all results from past and present European elections
and is now available in all official EU languages
 
www.election-results.eu will be updated in real time on election night on 26 May with overall
European election results, including national breakdowns, as details are transmitted by national
authorities.
 
European elections 1979-2014
 
The website  contains  the  composition  of  all  outgoing  European Parliaments  since  1984,
breakdowns by national parties and political groups since 1979 and all results at national level
since 2009. The site also offers information on trends in European elections, for example on
gender balance.
 
A dynamic and interactive website
 

The comparative tool can compare data between different elections. 
Users can also explore possible parliamentary coalitions with the majority calculator
once the first official projections are made available on 26 May. 
A widget can tailor the website to your needs. It  will  publish historical results of
European elections on your website and provide live results. 
Download datasheets in open data formats (json, xml and csv) and graphic image
formats (jpg and png).
 

If you wish to embed the raw data on election night, subscribe to receive details on how to do so
and updates by email to: election-results-data@europarl.europa.eu.
 
Tests will be carried out on 25 April, 7 May and 14 May to ensure transmission, reception and
other functions are running correctly. To take part in these test sessions, send requests by email
to: election-results-data@europarl.europa.eu.
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Audiovisual services and multimedia content
 
Parliament offers a wide range of free, up-to-date multimedia tools and services to help
media cover its activities in the run-up to the European elections.
 

This includes streaming and embedding options; cameras and studios can also be provided for
TV and radio stations.
 
Multimedia content
 
A wealth of high-quality,  ready-to-use multimedia content -  from press releases and news
stories to videos, infographics, photos and photo galleries is available for journalists. You can
find an overview in  the brochure European Parliament  reporting made easy -  Multimedia
products  and services available to  journalists.
 
Audiovisual services
 
Parliament provides live transmission of plenary and committee meetings, available via satellite
and online, both in broadcast and web quality. They are available at the Multimedia Centre.
 
It  also  offers  services  and facilities  such as  TV and radio  studios,  ENG crews,  stand-up
positions and photo reportages. Media can find all the information they need here (click on
“Services”).
 
Background information
 
The European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides independent and objective
background information and insights on all policy areas for a broad audience. EPRS studies,
briefings, and fact sheets are available on the EPRS webpages and on a mobile application.

TV studio at European Parliament in Brussels
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/divers/Multimedia-products-and-services-16_9_smallfilesize.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/divers/Multimedia-products-and-services-16_9_smallfilesize.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/website/multimedia-centre/en/about_us.html
https://epthinktank.eu/
https://epthinktank.eu/
https://epthinktank.eu/2018/01/17/the-new-eprs-app-is-available-now/


The Graphics warehouse offers a free-to-use collection of graphs, charts, tables and maps with
statistical data (to be credited to the European Parliamentary Research Service). The images
are based on statistical information from sources mentioned on the graphic.
 
Short videos on how the European Parliament and the EU work
 
Special accreditation election days
 
 
Journalists and broadcasters wishing to access Parliament´s premises during election days and
night need to register for special accreditations. Read more: Media Advisory 15 and 23-27 May.
 
 
. 
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https://epthinktank.eu/graphics-warehouse/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/how-it-works
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190405IPR35203/media-advisory-presidential-debate-and-election-days


Useful contacts for journalists covering the
European Parliament’s activities
 
Press officers in Parliament and all member states (EP liaison offices) cover all policy
areas and can help with media enquiries on Parliament’s work.
 
Spokesperson’s service
 
The Spokesperson’s  service provides information on institutional  issues and responds to
enquiries about Parliament’s rules, procedures, finances and administration. For responses to
the most frequently asked questions and myths, see the recently updated FAQs.
 
Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
 
EP Spokesperson and Director General for Communication
 

Marjory VAN DEN BROEKE
 
Head of the Spokesperson's Unit
 

Press service
 
Press officers in Parliament and all member states (EP liaison offices) cover all policy areas and
can help with media enquiries on Parliament’s work. They draft and disseminate alerts and
press releases on debates and votes, organise press conferences and seminars, and brief
journalists. Contact details per country and policy area.
 
Press-briefings, press releases and the weekly agenda are online in the Press room section of
Europarl.eu. Follow latest news on @EuroparlPress.
 
Press officers in Brussels, Dublin, London and Valletta (Malta) 
 
Natalie Kate KONTOULIS
 

(+32) 2 28 43000 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74705 (STR)
(+32) 496 59 94 76
jaume.duch@europarl.europa.eu

(+32) 2 28 44304 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74336 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 35 86
marjory.vandenbroeke@europarl.europa.eu
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mailto:europarl-spox@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/faq
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/contacts
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/contacts
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room
https://twitter.com/EuroParlPress?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


Press Officer
 

Jack MOLONEY
 
Press officer Dublin liaison office
 

Olga DZIEWULSKA
 
Press officer London liaison office
 

Anna ZAMMIT VELLA
 
Press officer Valletta liaison office
 

(+32) 2 28 43562 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74005 (STR)
(+32) 470 88 37 82
natalie.kontoulis@europarl.europa.eu

(+353) 1 605 7933 (IE)
(+33) 3 881 74828 (STR)
(+353) 86 088 0902
jack.moloney@ep.europa.eu

(+44) 207 227 4335 (LON)
(+33) 3 881 74822 (STR)
(+44) 7786 060 531
olga.dziewulska@ep.europa.eu

(+356) 2 123 5075 (MT)
(+33) 3 88 1 78120 (STR)
(+356) 994 382 81 (MT)
anna.zammit@ep.europa.eu

Further information
Contact details of press officers of political groups
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/resources/library/media/20181214RES21815/20181214RES21815.pdf

