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DG Communication is continuously monitoring public opinion by conducting regular
Eurobarometer surveys in all 28 EU Member States. This newsletter aims at providing general
public with the most recent Eurobarometer data on key topics of this week’s plenary
agenda.

Although this service cannot be fully exhaustive, as not all items on the plenary agenda have
been the subject of a recent Eurobarometer survey, we can offer fresh survey data on the
following items of the plenary session:

 Conclusions of the European Council meeting of 17 and 18 October 2019

 General Budget of the European Union for 2020- all sections

 Review of the Juncker Commission

 Debate on Foreign Affairs issues

The Eurobarometer surveys cover a wide range of issues. Parliament’s surveys focus primarily
on the citizens’ perceptions of the European Parliament and the EU as well as Europe’s main
policy challenges, presented as the result of face-to-face interviews conducted with more than
27.000 respondents across the EU. Together with the Eurobarometer surveys conducted by the
European Commission, the data available allows for a detailed and up-to-date insight into
citizens’ opinions, expectations and perceptions.

For more information on the topics covered in this edition, the methodology and reliability of
the Eurobarometer surveys or on additional services offered to Members by DG COMM’s Public
Opinion Monitoring Unit, please contact:

Philipp M. Schulmeister
Head of Unit
Public Opinion Monitoring Unit
philipp.schulmeister@ep.europa.eu
dgcomm-pom@europarl.europa.eu
@EP_Trends



The European Council met on 17 and 18 October 2019 to discuss a number of important issues
including the long term EU budget (MFF), international aspects of climate change and the state of
play of Brexit. On Tuesday morning, Members will debate the outcome of the EU summit with
Council and Commission. According to Parliament’s Post-Election Eurobarometer survey, published
last month, six in ten Europeans (59%) see their country’s EU membership as a good thing.
Continuing the positive longer-term trend since 2011, the current positive support for the EU is the
third highest result measured since October–November 2007.

For more detailed information: Special Post-Election Eurobarometer: Have European Elections entered a new dimension (June
2019)

1 Conclusions of the European Council meeting
of 17 and 18 October 2019



In all Member States, respondents are more likely to consider being part of the EU a ‘good thing’
rather than a ‘bad thing’. More than three-quarters of respondents support the EU in four countries:
Luxembourg (83%), Ireland (81%), Germany (79%) and the Netherlands (78%), whereas their
countries EU membership is considered as good thing be less than half of respondents in six
countries: Czechia (36%), Italy (37%), Greece (42%), Croatia (44%), Slovakia (46%) and the UK (49%).

According to the same recent survey, more than two–thirds of respondents on EU28 level (68%)
think believe that their country has benefited from EU membership. Nearly unchanged since
September 2018, this indicator remains at its highest level since 1983.

For more detailed information: Special Post-Election Eurobarometer: Have European Elections entered a new dimension (June
2019)

Draft general budget of the European Union for 2020

Source: Eurobarometer 2019 (91.5), QF2
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While a clear majority of Europeans feel that their country has benefited from being a member of
the EU, it is important to understand the reasons for this view. In the EU overall, there are four main
reasons: increased co-operation between Member States (34%), maintaining peace and security
(also 34%), contribution to economic growth (31%) and new work opportunities (also 31%).

Respondents also give a range of other reasons, indicating the wide-ranging potential benefits of
EU membership: giving people a stronger say in the world (22%), improving co-operation with
countries outside the EU (20%), improving standards of living (19%), helping in the fight against
terrorism (15%), helping to tackle climate change (14%), contributing to democracy (14%) and
providing people with influence in decision-making at EU level (11%).

In half of Member States (14 out of 28), the most common reason for thinking countries have
benefited from EU membership is that the EU brings new work opportunities, while in six countries
the main reason is the EU’s role in maintaining peace and security. There are five countries where
the most common reason is increased co-operation between Member States, while in three
countries the most frequent reason is the EU’s contribution to economic growth

For more detailed information: Special Post-Election Eurobarometer: Have European Elections entered a new dimension (June
2019)

Source: Eurobarometer 2019 (91.5), QF3
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For more detailed information: Special Post-Election Eurobarometer: Have European Elections entered a new dimension (June
2019)

Source: Eurobarometer 2019 (91.5), QF3



Next week, Plenary will adopt its position on EU budget 2020 (Debate on Tuesday, Vote on
Wednesday) focussing on clear political priorities. 2020 is the last year of the current Multiannual
Financial Framework (MFF). Parliament considers that the 2020 budget should pave the way for the
2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), providing a solid starting point for the launch of
the new generation of Union programmes and policies.

In the view of its citizens, how much money should the EU then have at its disposal? According to a
Special Eurobarometer  on the EU Budget from November 2018, public opinion is split on this crucial
question: While four in ten respondents (40%) think the EU should have greater financial means
given its political objectives, an almost equivalent proportion (41%) believe the EU's political
objectives do not justify an increase in the Union's budget.

For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer 90 : Europeans and the EU budget (November 2018)
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Detailed national analysis shows a majority feel that the EU's financial means match its political
objectives in 14 Member States, led by the Nordic countries (75% in Denmark, 63% in Sweden, 54%
in Finland), Benelux (66% in the Netherlands, 55% in Luxembourg and Belgium), Austria (60%) and
Slovenia (58%). The predominant view in the other 14 Member States is that the EU should have
more financial means, most strikingly in Cyprus (69%), Spain (56%), Croatia (55%), Hungary (53%)
and Romania (52%).

2 General Budget of the European Union for 2020- all sections



For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer 90 : Europeans and the EU budget (November 2018)

In order to better analyse this first insight, we can take a look at where citizens think most of the
money is spent now - and where they would want to see it spent instead.

Asked about the areas where citizens believe the money goes, the largest part of respondents (29%)
think the European Union spends its budget mostly on administrative and personnel costs. Next in
line of perceived ‘big receivers’ are economic and monetary policy (28%), defence and security (26%)
and immigration issues (24%).

NB: This chart gives the accumulated results per item mentioned as first answer and as one the three following items.
For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer 90 : Europeans and the EU budget (November 2018)



Now, let’s add to this perception citizens’ expectations, i.e. the answers on the question where they
would like to see EU budget being spent. Here, the most common answer is public health
employment and social affairs (48%) followed by education, training, culture and media (38%). Just
over a third (35%) would like EU budget to be spent on climate change and environmental
protection while around one quarter mentions scientific research (26%), defence and security (25%)
or agriculture (21%).

NB: This chart gives the accumulated results per item mentioned as first answer and as one the three following items.
For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer 90 : Europeans and the EU budget (November 2018)

If we compare the indicators for perceived and desired budgetary choices, we see significant
differences between Europeans' observations and expectations when it comes to the European
Union's budgetary policy. Europeans do not see current spending as reflecting the issues that they
believe should be priorities for the EU budget. For example:

 The top expected priority for the European budget is 'employment, social affairs and public
health' (48%) which only comes in seventh place of perceived budgetary choices (16%).

 The second expected priority (38%), 'education, training, culture and media' is down in
thirteenth place for perceived actual spending (11%).

 Climate change and environmental protection' comes third among priorities (35%) but only
tenth for perceived actual spending (13%).

 Conversely, operating costs are the very last budgetary priority (4%) but the first item of
expenditure as perceived by Europeans (29%).



For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer 90 : Europeans and the EU budget (November 2018)



On Tuesday morning, in a debate with Commission President Jean Claude Juncker, Members will
take stock of the work done by the outgoing Commission its five-year mandate. When asked about
the main achievements of the EU, according the last Standard Eurobarometer (June 2019), more
than half of EU citizens say they have benefited from no or less border controls when travelling
abroad (56%, +3 percentage points since spring 2018) and from cheaper calls when using a mobile
phone in another EU country (51%, +3).

Four in ten have benefited from improved consumer rights when buying products or services in
another EU country (40%,+3), and more than a third from the strengthened rights of air transport
passengers in the EU (35%, +1).

More than a quarter have benefited by receiving medical assistance in another EU country (26%, +1
percentage point since spring 2018), while more than a fifth have lived in another EU country (22%,
unchanged) or worked in another EU country (21%, -1). Finally, almost one in five say that they have
benefited from studying in another EU country (19%, unchanged).

For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer 91 (June 2019)

According the same survey “The free movement of people, goods and services within the EU” (60%
of the total answers,+1 percentage point since autumn 2018) is seen by Europeans as the most
positive result of the EU, reaching its highest level since 2011. This is followed by “peace among the
Member States of the EU” (54%, -1). While these two items have always been by far the most
frequently mentioned by EU citizens, the 6-point gap between the two is the widest since the
question was first asked, in 2011.

3 Review of the Juncker Commission



These are followed by four items each cited by more than a fifth of Europeans: “student exchange
programmes such as ERASMUS” is in third place (26%, +1 percentage point since autumn 2018),
switching position with “the euro”, now in fourth place (24%, -2). All four items are mentioned by
the same proportions as in autumn 2018: in fifth place, “the economic power of the EU” is mentioned
by 23% of EU citizens, ahead of “the political and diplomatic influence of the EU in the rest of the
world” (21%).

For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer 91 (June 2019)



On Wednesday morning, Members will debate the ongoing Turkish military operation in Northeast
Syria and its consequences in the presence of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini. A resolution will be put to the vote on Thursday. It
is noted that a large majority European citizens are in favour developing EU common policies like
Foreign policies and Defence and Security.

The Standard Eurobarometer report from June 2019 found that two-thirds of Europeans (66%) are
in favour of a Common Foreign Policy of the 28 Member States of the EU.

Moreover nearly three quarters of EU citizens (75%) are favouring a Common Defence and Security
Policy among EU Member States.

For more detailed information: Standard Eurobarometer 91 (June 2019)

4 Debates on Foreign Affairs issues


