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DEFINITIONS 

 

For the purposes of the present Invitation to Tender, the following definitions will apply:  

 

 

- Offsetting of greenhouse gas emissions: purchase of carbon credits to neutralise 

emissions produced elsewhere. 

- Carbon credit: 1 tonne of CO2 equivalent savings. 

- EMAS (Eco-Management and Audit Scheme): Environmental management system 

based on Regulation (EC) No 1221/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

of 25 November 2009 on the voluntary participation by organisations in a Community 

eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS), repealing Regulation (EC) No 761/2001 

and Commission Decisions 2001/681/EC and 2006/193/EC. 

- EUETS: European Union Emission Trading Scheme. 

- ITL: International Transaction Log: any project a party wishes to register in the United 

Nations database must be verified to ensure they are consistent with rules agreed under 

the Kyoto Protocol. Once this verification has been performed, the project is allocated 

an ITL number and recorded in the database.   

- GHG: Greenhouse gases. 

 

 

1. The Environmental Management Systems (EMS) of the European Institutions 

 

European institutions participating in this procurement procedure implement an Environmental 

Management System (EMS) in accordance with the EMAS standard. All institutions measure 

the environmental impacts of their activities, including data collection on relevant 

environmental aspects, such as greenhouse gas emissions, consumption of resources, waste 

production and management, renewable energy, etc. 

 

 

2. Carbon emissions management at the participating institutions 

 

Under their respective EMS, all participating institutions manage their greenhouse gas 

emissions, with the ultimate goal of reducing them as much as possible. Greenhouse gas 

emissions management for each participating institution includes the annual calculation of the 

institutions’ carbon footprint,1 the implementation of reduction objectives and/or measures and 

the management of an action plan.  

 

The priority of the all participating institutions consists in preventing carbon emissions 

wherever possible and limiting emissions in areas in which they cannot be avoided. Given that 

in some cases emissions cannot be further limited and bearing in mind that it is impossible to 

reduce carbon emissions to zero, all participating institutions agreed, through a Memorandum 

of Understanding, to jointly offset their irreducible carbon emissions from the year 2019. The 

                                                 
1 Due to their activities, businesses and organisations have a real impact on global warming. Their carbon footprint 

allows this impact to be quantified, by identifying all the greenhouse gases generated by these activities. Six 

main gases are at the root of global warming and are expressed in the carbon footprint by their tonnes of CO2 

equivalent. The carbon footprint of a business or organisation is defined through the direct and indirect emissions 

caused by their activity. 
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conditions for this joint offsetting are set out in the decision of the Bureau of the European 

Parliament of 7 October 2015, which mandates an implementation of an offsetting system 

aiming at offsetting the total amount of Parliament’s irreducible carbon emissions. 
 

On 7 October 2015, the European Parliament Bureau made the following decisions: 

‘ 

 agreed on offsetting the total amount of Parliament's carbon emissions, including 

emissions from flights by MEPs between their country of origin and Brussels and 

Strasbourg, on an annual basis [...]; 

 

 allowed for projects in the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP-

countries), or, if such projects are not available, either in countries encompassed by 

the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) with established National Action Plan 

Projects or in countries encompassed by the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership 

(EuroMed)/Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), in candidate countries for EU 

accession or in EU Member States; 

 agreed on the widely-recognised Gold Standard as a quality standard for offsetting 

projects in developing countries.’ 

 

This invitation to tender aims at bringing about the implementation of this offsetting system, 

applied to total 2019 emissions of the participating institutions.  

 

3. Minimum specific requirements 

The European Parliament is issuing this invitation to tender for the signing of a direct contract 

regarding the purchase of greenhouse gas emission offset credits in accordance with the 

provisions of these specifications.  

The participating European institutions wish to offset the total amount of their unavoidable 

CO2 emissions for 2019. The calculated amount of these emissions is 188 000 tonnes. This 

quantity of offset credits shall be purchased in one single operation under this contract. 

 

The greenhouse gas emission offset credits offered by the tenderer must comply with ALL of 

the following criteria: 

 

1) The tenderer must offer 188 000 carbon emission compensation credits obtained from three 

projects of at least two different project types2,. No more than 70% of the credits offered can 

come from a single project. 

 

                                                 
2 Wind, Run-of-river hydro, Biomass, Biogas, Solar, Large hydro, Tree-planting, Improved forest management, 

Landfill methane, etc.  
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2) Projects in developing countries3 must be Gold Standard or Gold Standard CDM projects4, 

and, in all cases, Gold Standard projects are strongly preferred over non-Gold Standard 

projects. The objective is to offset the total amount of all participating European institutions’ 

unavoidable carbon emissions.  

 

3) Proposed projects must be situated exclusively in the following countries: 

 

 in one or more countries in the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of 

States5 (ACP-countries),or, if such projects are not available 

 either in one or more countries encompassed by the European Neighbourhood 

Policy (ENP) with established National Action Plan Projects6; 

 or in one or more countries encompassed by the Euro-Mediterranean 

Partnership (EuroMed)/Union for the Mediterranean (UfM)7; 

 or in one or more candidate countries for EU accession8; 

 or in one or more EU Member States9. 

                                                 
3 Any country not listed in Annex B of the Kyoto protocol is to be considered a “developing country” for the 

purpose of these tender specifications. Therefore, this category includes all countries except the following 38: 

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 

Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 

Monaco, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, 

Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States 

4 The Gold Standard is a standard for creating high-quality emission reductions projects in the Clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM), Joint Implementation (JI) and Voluntary Carbon Market. It was designed to ensure that 

carbon credits are not only real and verifiable but that they make measurable contributions to sustainable 

development worldwide. The Gold Standard is the standard of choice for the multiple governments, 

multinationals and the United Nations and the only certification standard trusted and endorsed by more than 

80 NGOs worldwide. Gold Standard was established in 2003 by WWF and other international NGOs as a 

best practice standard to ensure projects that reduced carbon emissions under the UN's clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM). The Gold Standard Foundation is headquartered in Geneva. It is registered as a non-

profit foundation under Swiss law: http://www.goldstandard.org/ 

5 The ACP Group consists currently of 79 Member States, all of them signatories to the Cotonou Agreement which 

binds them to the European Union: 48 countries from Sub-Saharan Africa, 16 from the Caribbean and 15 

from the Pacific: Angola - Antigua and Barbuda - Belize - Cape Verde - Comoros - Bahamas - Barbados - 

Benin - Botswana - Burkina Faso - Burundi - Cameroon - Central African Republic - Chad - Congo 

(Brazzaville) - Congo (Kinshasa) - Cook Islands - Cte d'Ivoire - Cuba - Djibouti - Dominica - Dominican 

Republic - Eritrea - Ethiopia - Fiji - Gabon - Gambia - Ghana - Grenada - Republic of Guinea - Guinea-Bissau 

- Equatorial Guinea - Guyana - Haiti - Jamaica - Kenya - Kiribati - Lesotho - Liberia - Madagascar - Malawi 

- Mali - Marshall Islands - Mauritania - Mauritius - Micronesia - Mozambique - Namibia - Nauru - Niger - 

Nigeria - Niue - Palau - Papua New Guinea - Rwanda - St. Kitts and Nevis - St. Lucia - St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines - Solomon Islands - Samoa - Sao Tome and Principe - Senegal - Seychelles - Sierra Leone - 

Somalia - South Africa - Sudan - Suriname - Swaziland - Tanzania - Timor Leste - Togo - Tonga - Trinidad 

and Tobago - Tuvalu - Uganda - Vanuatu - Zambia - Zimbabwe 

6 Armenia, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Moldova, Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia, Ukraine 

7 Albania, Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Mauritania, the Principality of Monaco, 

Montenegro, Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia, Turkey 

8 Albania, the Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Turkey 

9 Please be aware that following the entry into force of the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement  on 1 February 2020 

and in particular Articles 127(6), 137 and 138, the references to natural or legal persons residing or established 

in a Member State of the European Union are to be understood as including natural or legal persons residing 
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4) A proof of retirement (final cancellation) of the credits from the relevant register is to be 

provided. There must be a clear indication of the total number of credits purchased and the 

number of credits purchased by each of the participating European institutions. The official 

record of credit retirement must indicate the full names of all the participating European 

institutions on whose behalf the credits were purchased and retired. 

 

5) The tenderers must provide a detailed project description indicating the exact location of the 

project and highlighting the environmental benefits. 

 

6) For Gold Standard projects, the proof of Gold Standard certification for the project must be 

provided. For Gold Standard CDM projects, the tenderers must also provide the project 

identification number in the ITL (International Transaction Log) and the link to the UNFCCC 

(United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) website containing the 

registration number of the project, a technical documentation and the description of the project.  

For any other standards, the tenderers must provide appropriate proof of project certification. 

 

7) They must already be issued, i.e. the emission reduction must already have taken place when  

the purchase of the credit is made. More specifically, the emissions reductions giving rise to 

the carbon credit must have taken place between 1 January 2014 and 31 December 2019 (credit 

vintage/origin 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019). 

 

This contract excludes credits obtained from projects relating to the destruction of 

industrial gases (in particular NOx and HFCs), nuclear plants, coal-fired electricity 

generation plants and hydroelectric plants generating in excess of 20 MW.  
 

When submitting their tender, the tenderer must supply all the evidence necessary to show that 

the project or projects comply with the minimum requirements laid down in this invitation to 

tender. 

 

The European Parliament reserves the right to carry out any control it judges necessary, 

including ex-post controls on the spot. 

 

 

4. Deliverables and reporting 

The contractor must send the following documentary evidence to the EMAS Head of Unit of 

the European Parliament within 30 working days of the date on which the contract is signed:  

 

1. A certificate marked ‘Offsetting of greenhouse gas emissions carried out by the European 

Parliament, the European Central Bank, the Court of Justice of the European Union, the 

European Court of Auditors, the European Economic and Social Committee and the 

European Committee of the Regions for 2019’. The certificate must also include the 

number of tonnes of CO2 equivalent offset, in total and by each participating institution, 

the amount paid and the name and location of the projects used, and, in case of (a) Gold 

Standard project(s), state: 'The project(s) has/have Gold Standard certification, which 

                                                 
or established in the United Kingdom. UK residents and entities are therefore eligible to participate under this 

tender. 
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corresponds to the highest standard of projects to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 

is compatible with the European greenhouse gas emissions trading system'. 

 

2. Concrete identification (for example by serial number) of the credits used and the 

requisite proof in appropriate registers to show that each credit is fully traceable. The 

credits must be fully and finally cancelled and withdrawn from the market on behalf of 

the European Parliament, the European Central Bank, the Court of Justice of the 

European Union, the European Court of Auditors, the European Economic and Social 

Committee and the European Committee of the Regions. The Contractor must provide 

evidence in the above registers that these activities have been performed. The European 

Parliament or an organisation commissioned by it may arrange an on-site audit to check 

credit traceability and cancellation activities. 

 

3. A description and detailed presentation of the project(s), accompanied by: 

 

- A report on the environmental benefits related to the purchased credits and project(s) 

purchased by the above-mentioned European institutions must be provided;  

 

- A minimum of 10 photographs in electronic format (JPG or compatible format, 

minimum dimensions 5.000 x 5.000 pixels). The European Parliament reserves the right 

to accept or reject the photographs and demand new ones if they are not deemed to be of 

adequate quality; 

 

- A video file in electronic format (mpeg4 or compatible format) with a minimum 

duration of 2 minutes and a maximum duration of 5 minutes presenting and explaining, 

for the project, the positive actions on climate and sustainable development. The 

presentation must explicitly cite the European Parliament, the European Central Bank, 

the Court of Justice of the European Union, the European Court of Auditors, the European 

Economic and Social Committee and the European Committee of the Regions and 

describe clearly the environmental and social benefits of its financial support and its 

responsible commitment. The European Parliament reserves the right to accept or reject 

the video and demand a new one if it is not deemed to be of adequate quality. 

 

All documents and materials supplied in connection with this contract shall be the property of 

the European Parliament. 

 

The EMAS Head of Unit at the European Parliament shall then have a period of seven working 

days within which either to request supplementary evidence, or else to give final written 

acceptance of the services.  

 

If further information is requested, the Contractor shall have five working days to submit the 

new documentation taking into account the comments.  

 

Upon notification of the final acceptance of the services by the European Parliament in writing, 

the Contractor shall submit his invoice in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 

contract. 


