
Common Ground.  
The EU is working full steam ahead despite bends in the road 
  
These days, people are joining in song all over Europe, in Denmark, and in my neighbourhood. 
My daughter has been in a choir ever since she was little, and thus, the singing is one of the 
things that has touched me the most at this moment in time, when the corona crisis is 
complicating our lives in myriad ways. Be it singalongs from balconies in Northern Italy or 
morning assembly on TV, singing is providing unity in a difficult time. Unity, solidarity and 
hope. It brings me such glimmers of hope to see the different expressions of solidarity in Europe 
in the midst of a global crisis. When the seriousness of covid-19 was first beginning to dawn 
on the EU countries, the response was quite different; several countries, Germany and France 
among them, responded by halting exports of medical equipment as Italy requested help in 
coping with the situation in the Northern part of the country. 
 
Denmark and a number of other countries swiftly closed their borders to avoid letting in any 
carriers of the virus. Feelings of solidarity were not abounding. The EU, too, has been criticised 
for acting too little, too late in response to the sudden pandemic. That is why I am happy to 
witness the ways in which we are now, step by step, finding common ground through EU 
cooperation. The latest example happened on Maudy Thursday, when the EU’s Ministers for 
Finance came together to agree on a European recovery package which includes 1.500 billion 
DKK to help SME’s. 
 
It is true that the EU has no say in how hospitals in Denmark or in other member states are run, 
or how patients should be received in the emergency units in Odense or Esbjerg. Health policy 
is a national matter - even during a crisis. It just so happens, that while the EU is ready to act 
at a moment’s notice in case of epidemics in pigs, the system is not set up in the same way 
when it comes to handling epidemics in humans. This is simply due to the Member States 
having decided that it should be so. Even so, at the EU level, work has been going full steam 
ahead to build an EU stock of respirators, organise the purchase of medical equipment and 
soften the financial consequences of this crisis. Recently, we were all able to follow along 
closely on social media, as Members of the European Parliament voted from their living rooms 
on a special relief package of 37 billion Euro.  
 
A record number of MEP’s voted from all over Europe, for the most part from their homes, 
and shared pictures of themselves and the ballots, which they had to print and fill out by hand. 
While the method may have been a bit outdated, it was incredible to witness that the EU’s 
democratic wheels kept on turning smoothly, undeterred by the very unusual circumstances 
they come up against. It is the first time in history that the MEP’s have had to vote from home 
instead of in the plenary, and like most everyone else, they find ways to make it work - even 
when their task consists of making decisions on behalf of 450 million EU citizens. It is 
important to take notice of and hold onto the little lights that shine throughout the darkness. 
For me, this light can be found in the unity that forms when a choir such as Clemens Knejterne 
from Aarhus take to social media to remind us all through song of how we can come together 
by staying apart. 
 
What is also remarkable is that, with the assistance of the EU and of other member states, 
Denmark has managed to repatriate countless Danish citizens from places in which the 
pandemic prevented them from returning home on their own. You may have read about the two 
young women from the Herning area, who were able to return from Honduras on a Spanish 
rescue plane. This sense of unity is apparent in France thanking its neighbouring countries for 



their help, in Germany welcoming corona patients from Italy, and in researchers at Denmark’s 
Technical University receiving 22,4 million DKK from the EU  in order to continue working 
on developing new instruments so as to more quickly be able to diagnose carriers of covid-19. 
In this way, work that would normally take years could well be accomplished before October. 
 
It is cause for hope that solidarity does indeed show up when the situation truly calls for it - in 
spite of the hits it has taken within the EU’s borders. Neither song nor solidarity alone will be 
enough to carry us through this crisis. That will require both action, time and patience. But 
whether we’re singing on a balcony in Italy or in front of our TV in Svendborg, it is wonderful 
to be reminded of the fact that, if we come together now, all over Europe we will gradually be 
able to return to a more familiar day-to-day life. 


