
      Country profile - Bulgaria 
 

NAME: conventional long form: Republic of Bulgaria/ Republika Balgarija 
conventional short form:  Bulgaria/ Balgariya  

CAPITAL CITY: Sofia (Population: 1 114 168) 

POPULATION: 8 million  (2001, est.) 

AREA: 110 910 km2 

BOUNDARIES: 

Land boundaries: Total: 1 808 km 
Border countries: Greece 494 km, Macedonia 148 km, Romania 
608 km, Serbia and Montenegro 318 km, Turkey 240 km 
Coastline: 354 km 

REGIONS/ADMINISTRATIVE 
 DIVISIONS: 

6 planning regions, 28 administrative regions (oblasti) and 262 
obshtini 

ETHNIC GROUPS: Bulgarian 85.67 %, Turkish 9.43 %, Roma 3.69 %, other 1.21 
(1992 census) 

 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
Republic - parliamentary democracy. Present constitution adopted on 12 July 1991. 
 
HEAD OF STATE 
President: Georgi Purvanov (elected 18 November 2001). The President is directly elected for a maximum 
of two consecutive five year terms. He has the right to appoint the Prime Minister and to return a bill 
together with his reasons to the National Assembly for further debate. The President is also the 
commander - in - chief of the armed forces. 
 
PRIME MINISTER 
Simeon SAKSKOBURGOTSKI (since July 2001). The members of the Council of Ministers (government) are 
appointed by the Prime Minister and approved by the National Assembly. 
 
LEGISLATURE 
Unicameral. The 240 members of the National Assembly (Narodno Sobranie) are directly elected for a 
term of four years on the basis of a proportional representation (4 % threshold). 
 
GOVERNING PARTY/ PARTIES AND DATE OF LAST/ NEXT ELECTIONS 
Last parliamentary elections took place on 17 June 2001. The greatest number of votes was obtained by 
the 'Simeon II National Movement'. The governing coalition consists of the Simeon II National Movement 
(NDSV) and the Movement for Rights and Freedoms (DPS). 
 



PARLIAMENT COMPOSITION (JUNE 2001 ELECTIONS)  
 
 
 

PARTY ABBREV. % OF VOTE NO OF SEATS 

Simeon II National Movement NDSV 42.7 120 

Union of Democratic Forces UDF 18.1 51 

Coalition for Bulgaria BSP 17.1 48 

Movement for Rights and 
Freedoms Liberal Union, 
EuroRoma 

DPS 7.4 21 

 
 
 
ECONOMY  

 
 
Source: European Commission, Progress reports, October 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EU RELATIONS 
 
EUROPE AGREEMENT 
Signed on 8 March 1993, entered into force in February 1995 
 
EU MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION DATE 
15 December 1995 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION REGULAR REPORTS 
COM (2002) 624 ROADMAPS 
COM (2002) 700 
COM (2001) 700 
COM (2000) 701 
COM (1999) 501 
COM (1998) 707 
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTIONS ON EC REPORTS 
20.11.2002 (A5-0371/2002) 
13.06.2002 (A5-0190/2002) 
5.09.2001 (A5-0258/2001) 
4.10.2000 (A5-0241/2000) 
3.12.1998 (A4-0429/1998) 
 
NEGOTIATIONS  
Opened 15 February 2000. 23 chapters provisionally closed of the 30 opened (situation - April 2003). 
 
PRE-ACCESSION FUNDING 
For the years 2000-2002, total financial assistance to Bulgaria  amounts to around € 100 million annually 
from PHARE, € 53 million from SAPARD (agriculture and rural development) and between € 83 and €125 
million from ISPA (infrastructure: transport and environment). The Commission has proposed that 
assistance should increase progressively to reach an additional 40% of the 2001-2003 average in 2006  
(see 'Roadmap'). 
 
HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
 
EARLY HISTORY 
�� 7th century AD: the Bulgars, a Turkic people, defeat a Byzantine army, and the emperor Constantine 

IV signs a treaty recognising their control of the region between the Balkans and Danube.  
�� 8th and 9th centuries: Conversion to Christianity helps further the process of fusion of Bulgars and 

Slavs, as well as the centralisation of power.  
�� 14th century: Bulgarian independence comes to end as the Ottomans gain control of the Balkans, 

notably after the defeat of the Serbs in Kosovo in 1389.  
 
19TH CENTURY 
 Cultural and political, revival leads, first, to the restoration of an independent Bulgarian church in 1870, 
and, in 1876, to an unsuccessful popular uprising. The ensuing Russo-Turkish war brings an to end 
Ottoman rule. At the Congress of Berlin, in July 1878, an autonomous Bulgarian Principality is created 
with Alexander of Battenberg as its first ruler.  
 
20TH CENTURY 
�� 1908: Bulgaria declares its full independence as a kingdom. 
�� 1912-13: In the Balkan Wars, Bulgaria first gains territory from the Ottoman Empire, 
      then loses land to its Balkan neighbours. 
�� 1914-34: In 1915 Bulgaria joins the Central Powers. It loses territory under the Treaty of Neuilly in 

1919 to Romania, to the future Yugoslavia and, later, to Greece.  
�� 1935: The monarchy succeeds in strengthening its hold on power in conjunction with a military 

faction.  
�� 1941: Bulgaria joins the Axis powers but refuses to declare war on Russia.  
�� 1944: In September, a coup is staged as Russian forces enter the country, bringing to power the 

Fatherland Front, a broad coalition of forces, including the Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP).  
�� 1946: Victorious in the October elections, the BCP consolidates its position, effectively eliminating 

virtually all other political parties. The monarchy is abolished by referendum in 1946. Collectivisation 
of agriculture and nationalisation of industry proceeds rapidly. 

�� 1962: Todor Zhivkov, head of the Party since 1954, also becomes Prime Minister.  

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/cnc/2002/com2002_0624en01.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/bu_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2001/bu_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_11_98/pdf/en/bulgaria_en.pdf
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=CALDOC&FILE=021120&LANGUE=EN&TPV=PROV&LASTCHAP=21&SDOCTA=1&TXTLST=1&Type_Doc=FIRST&POS=1
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/calendar?APP=PDF&TYPE=PV2&FILE=p0020613EN.pdf&LANGUE=EN
http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=15&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=050901&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A5|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO01|NUMERO@258|YEAR@01|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A5&NUMB=1&DATEF=010905
http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=9&TXTLST=5&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=031298&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A4|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO98|NUMERO@429|YEAR@98|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A4&NUMB=1&DATEF=981203


�� 1989: Politburo colleagues force Zhivkov to resign. Mass demonstrations take place, and, in 
December, the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF), an umbrella organisation of groups opposed to the 
government, is set up. The communists' monopoly of power is ended and the BCP renames itself the 
Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP). A new government under Andrei Lukanov is installed and the 
opposition is involved in round-table discussions. 

 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
�� 1990: The BSP wins 52% of the seats in elections. A 'government of experts' is formed in December 

1990.  
�� 1991-92: A new constitution is adopted. December elections produce a hung parliament. The UDF, 

just short of a majority, forms a government supported by the Movement for Rights and Freedoms 
(MRF).  At the end of 1992, the government falls and another 'government of experts' is formed.  

�� 1994: December elections produce  a large majority for the BSP and its left-wing allies. which forms a 
government with some  support from the Bulgarian Business Bloc.  

�� 1997: The Prime Minister resigns but demonstrations prevent the BSP from forming a new 
government. Early elections in the spring, in which the United Democratic Forces (UtdDF), a coalition 
dominated by the  UDF, wins a clear majority forms a government under Ivan Kostov.  

�� 1999: Major cabinet re-shuffle in December as public confidence declines.  
�� 2001: A new movement is formed, centred on the former King, Simeon II, exiled as a boy in 1946. In 

the June elections, the new SNM movement wins the greatest number of seats and Simeon 
Koburgotski becomes Prime Minister of a coalition government. 

 
*  *  * 

Useful links 
 
European Commission 
DG Enlargement - Bulgaria webpages 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/bulgaria/index.htm 
European Commission Delegation in Bulgaria 
http://www.evropa.bg/ 
 
Bulgarian sites 
Bulgarian Foreign Ministry - European Integration pages 
http://www.mfa.government.bg/eiweb/default.htm 
 
Bulgarian search engines 
http://www.search.bg/ 
http://www.bulgaria.com/links/index.html 
 
Media 
Bulgaria Online 
http://www.online.bg/DefaultUS.asp 
Bulgaria News (in English) 
http://www.news.bg/ 
Bulgarian News Agency - BTA (in English) 
http://www.bta.bg/site/en/indexe.shtml 
Le Courrier de Balkans (in French) 
http://bok.net/balkans/ 
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