
     Country profile – CYPRUS 
 

NAME: conventional form: Republic of Cyprus/ Kypriaki Demokratia 
 

CAPITAL CITY: Nicosia (Lefkosia) (Population: 197 800 (end of 1999, est.)) 

POPULATION: 

728 800 (1998,Cypriot Govt. - including estimates for Turkish 
Cypriots in the North:88 000 ), population in the Cyprus 
government controlled area: 640 000. Turkish Cypriot sources 
estimate population in the north at 200 000, of which 107 000 
Turkish Cypriots (Cyprus Diary 2000) 

AREA: 9251 km2    (37% under Turkish control, 1.8% buffer zone, 5% UK 
sovreign bases) 

BOUNDARIES: 
Land boundaries: 0 km  
Coastline: 648 km 

REGIONS/ADMINISTRATIVE 
DIVISIONS: 6 districts 

ETHNIC GROUPS: Greeks 85.1%, Turks 11.7%, others 3.2% (see population notes) 

 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
Republic with a presidential system of government. 
Present constitution adopted on 16 August 1960. In 1963, the Turkish Cypriot leadership, following the 
rejection of amendments to the Constitution, withdrew from all governmental activities. A constitutional 
amendment in 1985 changed the number of members of the House of Representatives from 50 to 80.  
 
HEAD OF STATE 
President Tassos PAPADOPOULOS (elected February 2003). 
The President is elected for a five-year term, by direct universal suffrage and exercises  executive power 
through a Council of Ministers, which he appoints. According to the Constitution of 1960, the President of 
the Republic shall be a Greek Cypriot, and the Vice-President shall be a Turkish Cypriot, elected by the 
two communities respectively. Since 1963, the post of Vice-President has been vacant. 
 
LEGISLATURE 
Unicameral. Under the Constitution of 1960, the House of Representatives had 50 members, 70 % of 
which were elected by the Greek Cypriot Community and 30 % by the Turkish Cypriot Community. The 
Turkish Cypriot deputies withdrew from the House in 1963 and their posts remain vacant. Following the 
amendment to the Constitution in 1985, the number of seats in the House was increased to 80, of which 
56 for Greek Cypriots and 24 for Turkish Cypriots. The members are elected for a term of five years, 
based on a system of proportional representation. 
 
GOVERNMENT -  ELECTIONS 
The most recent parliamentary elections took place on 27 May 2001. The present minority government 
consists of the Democratic Rally (DISY) and the United Democrats (EDI). The next parliamentary elections 
are due in May 2006. In the presidential elections of February 2003. Tassos Papadopoulos of the 
Democratic Party (Diko) beat the incumbent Glafcos Clerides. 
 



PARLIAMENT - COMPOSITION (ELECTIONS OF MAY 2001) 
 
PARTY % OF VOTE NUMBER OF SEATS 

Progressive Party of the Working People (AKEL) - Left-
New Forces 

34.71 20 

Democratic Rally (DISY) 34.00 19 

Democratic Party (DIKO) 14.84 9 

Social Democratic Movement (KISOS) 6.51 4 

New Horizons  3.00 1 

United Democrats (EDI) 2.59 1 

Democratic Struggle Movement (ADIK) 2.16 1 

Greens  1.98 1 

Independents 0.21 0 

Total 100 56 

 
 
ECONOMY 

 
 
 
Source: European Commission, Progress report, October 2002 
 
 



EU RELATIONS 
 
ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT 
signed in December 1972, entered into force in June 1973 
 
EU MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION DATE 
3 July 1990 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION PROGRESS REPORTS 
COM (2002) 700 
COM (2001) 700 
COM (2000) 702 
COM (1999) 502 
COM (1998) 0710 
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTIONS ON EC REPORTS 
20.11.2002 (A5-0371/2002) 
13.06.2002 (A5-0190/2002) 
05.09.2001 (A5-0261/2001) 
04.10.2000 (A5-0249/2000) 
15.04.1999 (A4-0159/1999) 
 
NEGOTIATIONS  
Opened 31 March 1998. All 31 chapters closed (December 2002). Treaty of Accession signed 16 April 
2003. 
 
PRE-ACCESSION AID 
For the period 2000-2004, an amount of €57 million will be available for Cyprus. Accession Assistance is 
targeted towards pre-accession investment priorities, institution-building priorities and support in 
economic and social cohesion.  
 
 
HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
 
EARLY HISTORY 
Cyprus has a long history dating back to 7000BC. Its name derived from copper, a major export in 
ancient times. The island was governed at various times by Greeks, Phoenicians, Assyrians, Egyptians, 
Persians and Romans. After the Byzantine period and the crusades, Cyprus was ruled by the Lusignan 
dynasty for three centuries and then briefly by Venice until it fell to the Ottomans in 1570. 
 
19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES 
�� 1878: Britain, alarmed at the decline of the Ottoman Empire, concluded a treaty with Turkey allowing 

it to occupy and administer the island. 
�� 1914, Britain annexed  Cyprus which became a Crown Colony in 1925. A legislative council was set up 

with Greek and Turkish Cypriot, as well as British, representation.  
�� 1931: Nationalist sentiment flared up when Greek Cypriots rebelled. The instigators were deported 

and political parties banned.  
�� 1955-1959: The National Organisation of Cypriot Combatants (EOKA) started a guerrilla war against 

British rule. Archbishop Makaros, the main political leader of the Enosis movement, which sought 
unification with Greece, was deported along with other leaders in 1956. After a compromise was 
reached between Greek and Turkish communities, a constitution was agreed in 1959.  

�� 1960: Archbishop Makarios returned and was elected President and Cyprus became independent on 
16 August. The 1960 Constitution, named the Treaty of Guarantee and the Treaty of Alliance, 
instituted a presidential republic and a single state in which the Greek Cypriot and the Turkish Cypriot 
communities - respectively about 82 % and 18 % of the population at that time - shared power. This 
Constitution precluded the partition of the island or its union with either Greece or Turkey. Greece, 
Turkey and the United Kingdom were designated guarantor powers bound to maintain independence, 
territorial integrity and security, with the right of intervention. 

�� 1963-1964: Intercommunal fighting broke out. British troops present on the island intervened and 
established a ceasefire line - the Green Line. However, the guarantors failed to restore the 1960 
constitution, and the Turkish Cypriots withdrew from the common institutions in 1964 and set up their 
own administration. As fighting continued, the UN Security Council adopted a resolution in February 
1964 establishing UNFICYP (UN forces in Cyprus, which are still in place) to keep the peace and 
protect security.  

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/cy_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2001/cy_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_11_98/pdf/en/cyprus_en.pdf
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=CALDOC&FILE=021120&LANGUE=EN&TPV=PROV&LASTCHAP=21&SDOCTA=1&TXTLST=1&Type_Doc=FIRST&POS=1
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/calendar?APP=PDF&TYPE=PV2&FILE=p0020613EN.pdf&LANGUE=EN
http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=15&TXTLST=6&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=150499&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A4|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO99|NUMERO@159|YEAR@99|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A4&NUMB=1&DATEF=990415


�� 1971-1974: Former EOKA leader, General Grivas, returned to Cyprus and began a new campaign for 
Enosis. Following a coup by Greek officers of the National Guard on 15 July 1974, President Makarios 
was deposed but escaped. Turkey, claiming the right of unilateral intervention under the Treaty of 
Guarantee, invaded the North of Cyprus. After a second intervention in August, the Turkish army 
occupied 37 % of the island's territory. On 18 August 1974, a cease-fire was declared, confirming the 
de facto partition of the island. President Makarios returned to Cyprus in December. This de facto 
separation of the two communities persists. 

�� 1983: In November, the occupied northern part proclaimed itself the "Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus" (TRNC). Apart from Turkey, no member of the international community has recognised this 
republic.  

�� 1999: UN Security Council Resolution 1250 instructed the Secretary-General to use his good offices to 
prepare the ground for meaningful talks leading to a comprehensive settlement. Cyprus' application to 
become a member of the European Union has added pressure to the search for a solution. Direct talks 
started in January 2002. 

�� 2003: In April, the EU Accession Treaty was signed. 
 

*   *   * 
 
Useful links 
 
European Commission 
DG Enlargement - Cyprus pages 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/cyprus/index.htm 
EC Delegation in Cyprus 
http://www.delcyp.cec.eu.int/ 
 
Cyprus Government Sites 
Republic of Cyprus 
http://www01.cyprus.gov.cy/cyphome/govhome.nsf/ 
Office of the Chief EU Negotiator 
http://www.cyprus-eu.org.cy/ 
 
Media 
Cyprus News Agency 
http://www.cyna.org.cy/ 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/cyprus/index.htm
http://www.delcyp.cec.eu.int/
http://www01.cyprus.gov.cy/cyphome/govhome.nsf/
http://www.cyprus-eu.org.cy/
http://www.cyna.org.cy/

