
    Country profile – ESTONIA 
 

NAME: conventional long form: Republic of Estonia/ Eesti Vabariik 
conventional short form: Estonia/ Eesti 

CAPITAL CITY: Tallinn, Population: 399 850 (January 2001, est.) 

POPULATION: 1 366 723 (2000 census) 

AREA: 45 227 km2 

BOUNDARIES: 
Land boundaries: Total: 633 km 
Border countries: Latvia 339 km, Russia 294 km 
Coastline: 3794km 

REGIONS/ADMINISTRATIVE 
DIVISIONS: 15 counties (maakonnad), 205 rural municipalities, and 42 towns 

ETHNIC GROUPS: Estonian 67.9%, Russian 25.6%, Ukrainian 2.1%, Belarussian 
1.2%, Finnish 0.9% (March 2000) 

 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
Republic - parliamentary democracy. 
Present constitution was adopted on 28 June 1992. 
 
HEAD OF STATE 
President Arnold Rüütel (elected 21 September 2001). The President is elected by Parliament for a five-
year term, and may only serve in office for 2 consecutive terms. The most important powers of the 
President are the right to represent the Republic in international relations, to designate the candidate for 
Prime Minister, to appoint the members of the Government and to proclaim laws, to sign instruments of 
ratification and issue decrees.  
 
PRIME MINISTER 
Juhan Parts (since April 2003). Members of Council of Ministers (Cabinet) are appointed by the President, 
based on the nomination of the Prime Minister, and approved by the Parliament. 
 
LEGISLATURE 
Unicameral. The 101 members of the Parliament/ Riigikogu are elected for a term of four years.  
 
GOVERNMENT - ELECTIONS 
Last parliamentary elections were held in March 2003. A governing coalition headed by Juhan Parts was 
formed in April 2003, consisting of Res Publica, the Reform Party and the People's Union.  
 



PARLIAMENT COMPOSITION: (2003 ELECTIONS) 
 

PARTY % OF VOTE  NO OF SEATS 

Kesk - Centre Party  25,4 28 

ResP - Res Publica  24,6 28 

Reform - Reform Party  17,7 19 

Rahvaliit - Estonian People's Union  13 13 

Isamaa - Pro Patria Union  7,3 7 

Mõõdukad - People's Party Mõõdukad  7 6 

ÜhendRP - United Russian People's Party  2,2 - 

KristlP - Christian People's Party  1,1 - 

IseseisvP - Independence Party  0,5 - 

Üksikkandidaadid - Independent candidates  0,4 - 

SDTööP - Social-Democratic Labour Party  0,4 - 

VeneEE - Russian Party in Estonia  0,2 - 

 
 
ECONOMY 

Source: European Commission, Progress Report, October 2002 



EU RELATIONS 
 
EUROPE AGREEMENT 
Signed 12 June 1995, entered into force 1 February 1998 
 
EU MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION DATE 
24 November 1995 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION REPORTS 
COM (2002) 700 
COM (2001) 700 
COM (2000) 704 
COM (1999) 504 
COM (1998) 705 
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTIONS ON EC REPORTS 
20.11.2002 (A5-0371/2002) 
13.06.2002 (A5-0190/2002) 
5.09.2001 (A5-0251/2001) 
4.10.2000 (A5-0238/2000) 
15.04.1999 (A4-0149/1999) 
 
ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS  
Opened 31 March 1998. All 31 chapters closed (December 2002). Treaty of Accession signed 16 April 
2003. 
 
PRE- ACCESSION FUNDING 
For the period 2000-2002,  Estonia will receive an annual allocation of € 24 million from Phare. ISPA and 
SAPARD, the new instruments for environment and infrastructure and agriculture and rural development 
respectively, cover the period 2000-2006. In the years 2000-2002, Estonia will be eligible for annual 
assistance of € 12 million from SAPARD and between € 21 and 37 million from ISPA. The multi-annual 
financing agreement for SAPARD was signed with Estonia in January 2001 and final approval was given by 
the European Commission in June 2001. 
 
 
HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
 
EARLY HISTORY 
Finno-Ugric peoples from the East settled and mixed with earlier migrants in the area of the Baltic that is 
now Estonia in the middle of the 3rd millenium BC. Estonia has a history of invasions and battles: most 
neighbouring countries having ruled it at various times. In the 13th century, it came under mainly 
Germanic influence and the feudal system became established. In 1523 the reformation spread from 
Germany. The invasion by the Russian Prince Ivan IV in 1558 destabilised the area. Ultimately, as a result 
of the struggles that followed, notably the Swedish-Polish wars, all of Estonia came under Swedish rule 
until 1721 when, under the Treaty of Nystad, Estonia became part of the Russian empire. 
 
19TH CENTURY 
�� 1816-1819: Reforms gradually freed the peasants from serfdom and education levels rapidly rose. 

However, peasant discontent continued. Further reforms of the land laws in 1849 and 1856 allowed 
peasants to buy land.  

�� 1860-1885: A national cultural and intellectual awakening also led to a degree of political activity and 
increased urbanisation helped foster a greater sense of national identity. 

�� 1885-1897: A period of greater Russian nationalism under Tsar Alexander III led to intense 
Russification.  

 
 
20TH CENTURY  
In the early years of the century, civic society developed as trade unions were formed and societies and 
cooperatives flourished, despite the repressive measures following the all-Russian general strike of 1905, 
which also spread to Estonia. 
�� 1920-1934: After three years of effective autonomy, following the Russian revolution in 1917, Estonia 

became fully independent under the Treaty of Tartu, signed in 1920. A brief period of liberal 
democracy followed.  

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2001/ee_en.pdf
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_11_98/pdf/en/estonia_en.pdf
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=CALDOC&FILE=021120&LANGUE=EN&TPV=PROV&LASTCHAP=21&SDOCTA=1&TXTLST=1&Type_Doc=FIRST&POS=1
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/calendar?APP=PDF&TYPE=PV2&FILE=p0020613EN.pdf&LANGUE=EN
http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=15&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=150499&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A4|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO99|NUMERO@149|YEAR@99|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A4&NUMB=1&DATEF=990415


�� 1934-1939: Prime Minister Konstantin Pats switched to an authoritarian regime. The constitution of 
1938 provided for a presidential system of government with a bi-cameral legislature and Pats was 
elected president the same year.  

�� 1940-1945: Estonia was annexed by the Soviet Union in 1940. Following a rigged election, the 
parliament that resulted declared Estonia one of the constituent republics of the Soviet Union on 6 
August. From July 1941, Estonia was occupied by German forces as they advanced on Moscow, but 
the Soviet Union regained control in August 1944 when the Red Army repelled the German advance. 

�� 1945-1985: Post-war 'sovietization' was rapid and industry and agriculture were both integrated into 
the Soviet economic plan. Political dissent was stifled and absolute control of all structures of 
government and administration rested with the Communist Party of Estonia (CPE). 

�� 1980s: A more tolerant political atmosphere developed under the policies of perestroika and glasnost. 
Public debate in Estonia focussed on issues such as the environment and 'russification'. Pro-
independence groups came to the fore, in particular the Popular Front of Estonia (PFE) and the radical 
Estonian National Independence Party. The Estonian Supreme Soviet declared the country's 
sovereignty on 16 November 1988, and in February 1990 called on the Soviet authorities to enter into 
negotiations on Estonia's independence from the Soviet Union.  Following elections in March 1990, the 
PFE and other nationalist groups took control of the structures of government.  

�� 1991: Estonia proclaimed full independence on 20 August, following the abortive coup against Mr 
Gorbachev in Moscow, and the Soviet authorities recognised its independence on 6 September 1991.  

 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
�� 1992: Edgar Savisaar, a PFE leader elected Prime Minister by the Supreme Soviet in April 1990, 

resigned in January 1992 and was replaced by Tiit Vähi. Under the new constitution, legislative and 
presidential elections took place in September. As none of the four presidential candidates won an 
overall majority, the parliament chose Lennart Meri as president. A new coalition government, headed 
by the nationalist alliance leader Mart Laar, was formed.  

�� 1995: In the January election, the governing coalition parties lost ground. The new centre-left 
government formed in April with Tiit Vähi as Prime Minister survived only until October 1995. when the 
ECP left the government.  

�� 1996-97: The re-formed coalition under Mr Vähi collapsed when six ministers resigned and the 
resulting minority government also finally collapsed after his resignation in February 1997. ECP leader 
Mart Siimann formed a new minority government in March 1997 with the Rural Union and 
independents.  

�� 1999: The Centre Party won most seat in the March elections but the government subsequently 
formed was a three-party coalition of centre-right parties headed by Mart Laar.  

�� 2002: A Centre Party/Reform Party coalition government under Siim Kallas took office. 
�� 2003. In the March elections the Centre Party again won most votes but a coalition government of the 

centre-right was formed by Res Publica, which won as many seats as the Centre Party, with the 
Reform Party and the People's Party. In April, the EU Accession Treaty was signed. 

 
 

*   *   * 
 
 

 
 
Useful links 
 
European Commission 
DG Enlargement 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/estonia/index.htm 
European Commission Delegation in Estonia 
http://www.euroopaliit.ee/ 
 
Estonian Foreign Ministry 
EU-Estonian relations 
http://www.vm.ee/euro/english/) 
 
Estonian search engine 
http://www.ee/www/welcome.html 
 
Media 
The Baltic Times  (in English) 
http://www.baltictimes.com/ 

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/estonia/index.htm
http://www.euroopaliit.ee/
http://www.vm.ee/euro/english/
http://www.ee/www/welcome.html
http://www.baltictimes.com/

