
     Country profile – ROMANIA 
 

NAME: conventional form: Romania/ Romania 

CAPITAL CITY: Bucharest (Population: 2 011 000 (July, 1999)) 

POPULATION: 22 430 000 (estimate: January, 2001) 

AREA: 238 391 km2 

BOUNDARIES: 

Land boundaries: Total: 2916 km 
Border countries: Bulgaria 608 km, Hungary 432 km, Moldova 681 
km, Ukraine 649 km, Yugoslavia 546 km, 
Coastline: 234 km 

REGIONS/ADMINISTRATIVE

DIVISIONS: 
Romania is divided into 41 counties (judete) and the capital, 262 
towns and cities (orase) and 2686 communes (comune).  

ETHNIC GROUPS: Romanians 89.4 %, Hungarians 7.1 %, Roma 1.7 %, German 0.5 
%, Ukrainian 0.3 %, others 1 % 

 
 
GOVERNMENT 
 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
Republic - parliamentary democracy. Present constitution adopted in November 1991 and approved by 
referendum on 8 December 1991. 
 
HEAD OF STATE 
President Ion ILIESCU (since December 2000). The President is elected by universal suffrage for a 
maximum of two consecutive, four-year terms. The President represents the state, watches over the 
activity of public authorities, fulfils the role of Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces and presides over 
the Supreme Council of National Defence. He nominates the candidate for the office of the Prime Minister 
and appoints the government on the basis of a confidence vote in Parliament.  
 
PRIME MINISTER AND GOVERNMENT 
Adrian NASTASE (since December 2000). The members of the government are appointed by the President 
on the basis of a confidence vote in the Parliament. 
 
LEGISLATURE 
Bicameral. The members of the Parliament's two chambers, the Senate (140 members) and the Chamber 
of deputies (346 members) are elected by universal suffrage, for a term of four years, on the basis of a 
proportional representation system. 
 
GOVERNMENT -  ELECTIONS 
The last parliamentary elections were held in November 2000. The largest number of votes was obtained 
by the Party of Social Democracy of Romania (PSDR), which formed a single-party minority government 
with the tacit support of centrist parties (Democratic Party, HDUR and the NLP), which agreed not to 
support votes of no confidence in the government.  
 



PARLIAMENT COMPOSITION (ELECTIONS OF NOVEMBER 2000) 
 

PARTY CHAMBER OF 
DEPUTIES 

SENATE 

Party of Social Democracy of Romania (PSDR)  155 65 

Greater Romania Party (GRP) 84 37 

Democratic Party (DP) 31 13 

National Liberal Party (NLP) 30 13 

Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (HDUR) 27 12 

Others (Representatives of national minorities receive one 
seat each in the Chamber of Deputies.) 19 0 

Total 346 140 

 
 
ECONOMY 

 
 
 
Source: European Commission, Progress Report, October 2003 
 



EU RELATIONS 
 
EUROPE AGREEMENT 
Signed February 1993, entered into force February 1995. 
 
EU MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION DATE 
22 June 1995. 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION REPORTS 
COM (2003) 
COM (2002) 624 ROADMAPS 
COM (2002) 700 
COM (2001) 700 
COM (2000) 710 
COM (1999) 510 
COM (1998) 702 
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RESOLUTIONS ON EC REPORTS 
11/03/2004 (A5-0103/2004) 
20.11.2002 (A5-0371/2002) 
13.06.2002 (a5-0190/2002) 
05/09/2001 (A5-0259/2001) 
04/10/2000 (A5-0247/2000) 
03/12/1998 (A4-0428/1998) 
 
EU ACCESSION NEGOTIATIONS  
Opened 15 February 2000. 22 chapters provisionally closed out of the 30 opened so far (December 2003). 
 
PRE-ACCESSION  FUNDING 
Under the Phare programme Romania received over € 1 500 million in the period 1990-2000. For 2000-
2006, the annual allocation is around € 250 million. Under the new SAPARD instrument (agriculture and 
rural development) Romania will receive € 150 million annually over the period 2000-2006. ISPA funding 
for Romania (transport and environment investment) will range from €240 to 270 million annually over 
the same period. The Commission has proposed that assistance should increase progressively to reach an 
additional 40% of the 2001-2003 average in 2006 (see 'Roadmap'). 
 
 
HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
 
EARLY HISTORY 
The territory of present-day Romania has been inhabited since earliest times. The Geto-Dacian tribes were 
united in the first century B.C. At the beginning of the second century A.D. the Romans succeeded in 
conquering the lands they subsequently called the province of Dacia. Christianity came early to the 
region. Between the 4th and 13th centuries, waves of migrating peoples crossed the region. Slavic 
peoples settled south of the Danube from the 7th century. The feudal Danubian Principalities of Wallachia 
and Moldavia, founded in the late 13th and early 14th centuries, were ultimately forced to recognise the 
suzerainty of the Ottoman Empire, although the Romanians were briefly united in 1600 when the 
Wallachian ruler Michael the Brave, having driven out the Turks and conquered Transylvania, annexed 
Moldavia. The 18th century saw the expansion of the Habsburg and Russian Empires, and many of the 
battles against the Ottomans took place in the Romanian lands. In an effort to maintain its power the 
Sublime Porte installed Greek rulers in both principalities from 1711 until 1821 (the 'Phanariot' regime). 
 
19TH CENTURY 
�� 1821: Revolt in Wallachia led by Tudor Vladimirescu at the same time as the struggle for Greek 

independence. Phanariot regime ended. 
�� 1848: National and liberal uprisings in Moldavia and Wallachia were crushed by the Turks and 

Russians.  
�� 1859-1881: The principalities were united under Prince Alexandru Ioan Cuza and their assemblies 

were merged in 1862. A programme of reform was initiated. Prince Carol of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen 
came to the throne in 1866 and a new constitution was adopted. The new Romanian state had its 
formal independence recognised at the Congress of Berlin in 1878 and became a kingdom three years 
later, but comprised only part of the ethnic Romanian population. 

 
 

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_2003/pdf/rr_ro_final.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/com/cnc/2002/com2002_0624en01.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/ro_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2001/ro_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_11_98/pdf/en/romania_en.pdf
http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=14&TXTLST=1&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=110304&PrgPrev=PRG@TITRE|APP@PV2|TYPEF@TITRE|YEAR@04|Find@%52%6f%6d%61%6e%69%61|FILE@BIBLIO04|NBR04@1|NBR03@NULL|NBR02@NULL|NBR01@NULL|NBR00@NULL|NBR99@NULL|NBR98@NULL|NBR97@NULL|NBR96@NULL|NBR95@NULL|NBR94@NULL|PREV@04|ALL@yes|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=TITRE&NUMB=1&DATEF=040311
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=CALDOC&FILE=021120&LANGUE=EN&TPV=PROV&LASTCHAP=21&SDOCTA=1&TXTLST=1&Type_Doc=FIRST&POS=1
http://www3.europarl.eu.int/omk/omnsapir.so/calendar?APP=PDF&TYPE=PV2&FILE=p0020613EN.pdf&LANGUE=EN
http://www3.europarl.ep.ec/omk/omnsapir.so/pv2?PRG=DOCPV&APP=PV2&LANGUE=EN&SDOCTA=9&TXTLST=2&POS=1&Type_Doc=RESOL&TPV=PROV&DATE=031298&PrgPrev=TYPEF@A4|PRG@QUERY|APP@PV2|FILE@BIBLIO98|NUMERO@428|YEAR@98|PLAGE@1&TYPEF=A4&NUMB=1&DATEF=981203


20TH CENTURY 
�� 1914-18: Initially neutral, Romania joined the Allied side in 1916 and the union of all Romanian-

inhabited lands was achieved in the 1918-1920 peace settlement. 
�� 1923: New constitution adopted. 
�� 1930s: The Romanian regime became increasingly authoritarian in the late 1930s and, in 1938 King 

Carol II established a personal dictatorship. 
�� 1940-1944: Romania was stripped of most of its 1918 gains by the Soviet Union, and by the award of 

Northern Transylvania to Hungary at Germany's insistence. General Ion Antonescu, was appointed 
Prime Minister. King Carol was forced to abdicate in favour of his son, Michael. Initially supported by 
the fascist Iron Guard Movement, Antonescu subsequently ruled as a military dictator. He brought 
Romania into the War as an ally of the Axis powers. In April 1944, Soviet forces entered Romania. 
Antonescu was overthrown in a coup in August  and, following the signing of an armistice, Romania 
joined the Allies.  

�� 1945: Under Soviet pressure a pro-communist government led by Petru Groza was formed.  
�� 1947: The Paris Peace Treaty restored Romanian control over Transylvania, but awarded Bessarabia 

and Northern Bucovina to the Soviet Union. Most political parties in Romania were dissolved. King 
Michael abdicated on 30 December 1947. 

�� 1948: Proclamation of Romanian People's Republic. Formation of Romanian Workers' Party (PMR) with 
Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej as Secretary General. 

�� 1950s: Collectivisation of agriculture and rapid industrialisation began. After Stalin's death, Romania 
began to follow a more independent course in economic policy and international relations. 

�� 1960s: Under Gheorghiu-Dej Romania increasingly distanced itself from the USSR but adopted all the 
main features of a command economy.  From 1965, when he came to power, Nicolae Ceausescu 
increased his personal power, assisted by the Securitate secret police.  

�� 1989-1991: Overthrow of the Ceausescu dictatorship. The National Salvation Front (NSF) took power 
and quickly reversed some of Ceausescu's most unpopular policies. The NSF won a strong mandate at 
the May 1990 general election.  Its candidate, Ion Iliescu, won the presidency by a large majority. 
Demonstrations by miners in 1991 thwarted attempts by the Prime Minister, Petre Roman, to 
introduce wider-ranging market reforms. Dismissed as prime minister, Mr Roman subsequently left the 
NSF to form the Democratic Party (DP), a centre-left party with a greater emphasis on economic 
reform. 

 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
�� 1992: The Democratic National Salvation Front (DNSF), the dominant faction after the split of the NSF, 

remained the largest parliamentary party after the general election in September. A minority 
government was formed by  Nicolae Vacaroiu. In the presidential election, Mr Iliescu was re-elected 
after a second-round run-off.  The DNSF was subsequently renamed the Party of Social Democracy in 
Romania (PDSR). 

�� 1996: In the elections, the main opposition grouping, the centre-right Democratic Convention (DC), 
won the largest number of seats in parliament and formed a governing coalition with the Social 
Democratic Union (SDU) and the Hungarian Democratic Union in Romania (HDUR). The DC's 
candidate, Emil Constantinescu was elected as president, and appointed Victor Ciorbea as Prime 
Minister. 

�� 1998: Radu Vasile became Prime Minister and formed a new government with the support of the 
original coalition parties. The new government adopted an 'anti-crisis' programme aimed at securing 
IMF support for Romania's reform programme. However, Mr Vasile lost the support of his party and 
was in turn replaced by the National Bank governor, Mugur Isarescu.  

�� 2000: In the November elections, the Party of Social Democracy in Romania (PDSR) was elected as 
the largest single party in the new parliament.  

 
Useful links 
 
European Commission 
DG Enlargement 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/index.htm 
EC Delegation in Romania 
http://www.infoeuropa.ro/infoeuropa/default.jsp 
 
Romanian Sources 
Romanian Government (in Romanian, English and French) 
http://www.gov.ro/engleza/index.php 
Ministry of European Integration (in English) 
http://www.mie.ro/english/mie.htm 
 

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/index.htm
http://www.infoeuropa.ro/infoeuropa/default.jsp
http://www.gov.ro/engleza/index.html
http://www.mie.ro/english/mie.htm


 
Romanian Parliament 
�� Senate (English, French, Romanian) 
    http://www.senat.ro/PaginaPrincipala.aspx 
�� Chamber of deputies (English, French, Romanian) 
     http://www.cdep.ro/pls/dic/cd.home2 
 
Romanian Search Engine 
http://www.aboutromania.com/searchtheweb.html 
 
Media sites 
 
Rompres (In English and Romania) 
 
Mediafax (In English) 
Mediafax  (In Romanian) 
 

http://www.senat.ro/PaginaPrincipala.aspx
http://www.cdep.ro/pls/dic/cd.home2
http://www.aboutromania.com/searchtheweb.html
http://www.rompres.ro/index.php?ln=eng&PHPSESSID=7fbcb70c0a744c418e95aa03911ae793
http://www.mediafax.ro/eng/index.shtml
http://www.mediafax.ro/

