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1. The acquis1  
 
The acquis in this chapter covers company law in the strict sense as well as the regulation replacing 
the Brussels Convention on jurisdiction and the enforcement of judgements in civil and commercial 
matters and the Rome Convention on the law applicable to contractual obligations.  
 
The main issues are: the protection of industrial property rights for pharmaceutical products within 
an enlarged Union; enforcement of industrial property rights, in particular in the fight against piracy 
and counterfeiting; Community trademark (CTM), for which the Union has proposed an automatic 
extension of the existing CTM to the territory of the candidate countries. 
 
 
2. The Negotiations  
 
Chapter opened: May 2000  
Status: provisionally closed in June 2001  
Transitional arrangements:  

�� Bulgaria has accepted the EU's proposal on pharmaceutical products and Community 
Trademark  

 
 
3. Latest Assessment of the European Commission2 
 
In its 1997 Opinion, the Commission concluded that special efforts were necessary to improve the 
protection of intellectual and industrial property rights. It concluded that problems existed for the 
implementation of company law, due to insufficient knowledge and experience in the judiciary of 
company and commercial law issues, in particular company insolvency proceedings. Law 
enforcement was also hampered by deficiencies in laws relating to privatisation and concessions. 
                                                 
1 Information largely drawn from the European Commission, DG Enlargement, 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/index.htm 
2 European Commission, 2002 Regular Report on Bulgaria's progress towards accession, SEC (2002) 1400: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report2002/bu_en.pdf 
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The Commission added that as regards accounting and auditing, a high degree of conformity with 
the Directives had already been achieved but the profession’s compliance with the legislation 
needed to improve. Major efforts were needed to ensure the practical application of the existing 
legislation.  
 
Since the Opinion, Bulgaria has made good legislative progress in the field of company law, but 
efforts are still required to reach full alignment with the acquis and ensure implementation. 
 
Bulgaria is generally meeting the commitments it made in the accession negotiations in this field. It 
should focus further efforts on full alignment with the acquis, intensifying measures to combat 
piracy and counterfeiting in particular through strengthening border controls and improving co-
ordination between the customs, police and judiciary on enforcement of intellectual and industrial 
property rights. 
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